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Hypocrifie cannot indeed be too much detefted, but at thefame time
is to be preferred to open impiety, They are both ‘equally deflruétive to
the pmfon who is pohe Ted with them ; but in regard to others; hypo-
crifie is not fo perniciousas bare-faced 1:1e]1¢10n The 'due mean to be
dbferved is to be fincerely virtuous, and at thr:: fame time to let the world
fee we are fo. I do not know a more dreadful menace in the holy wri-
tings, than that which is pronounced againfb thofe who' have this per-
verted modefty, to be athamed before men in a particular of fuch’ un-
fpeakable importance.

N° 459.  Saturday, Auguft 16.

~——=-quicquid dignam [apiente bonogue efl. Hor.

ELIGION may be confidered under two general heads. The
firft comprehends what we are to believe, the other what we are
to praétife. By thofe things which we are to believe, I mean

whatever is revealed to us in the holy writings, and which we could not
have obtained the knowledge of by the light of nature ; by the things
which we are to pradtife, I mean all thofe duties to which we are dire&-
ed by reafon or natural religion. The firft of thefe I fhall diftinguifh by
the name of Faith, the fecond by that of Morality.

If we look into the more ferious part of mankind, we find many who
lay fo great a ftrefs upon Faith, that they negleét Morality; and many
who build fo much upon Morality, that they do not pay a due regard
., to Faith, The perfect man fhould be defeétive in neithier of thefe par-
ticulars, as will be very evident to thofe who confider the benefits which
arife from each of them, and which I fhall make the fubjeét of thisiday’s
paper.

Norwithftanding this general divifion of chriftian duty into Morality
and Faith, and that they have both their peculiar excellencies,  the firit
has the pre-eminence in feveral refpeéts.

Firfl, Becaufe the greateft part of morality (as I have ftated the niotion
of it,) is of a fixt eternal nature, and will endute’ when faith fhall fail,
and be loft in conviétien. Secondly,




T

Neyss. o SPECTATOR 563

Secondlyy Becaufe a' perfon may be qualified to do greater good to
mankind,/iand: become more benencial to the world, by morality with-
out faithy than by faith without morality,

Thirdlys Becaufe morality gives a greater perfetion to human nature,
by.quieting the mind, moderating the paflions, and advancing the hap-
pinefs of every man in his private capacity,

Fourthly, Becaufe the rule of morality is much more certain than that
of faith; all the civilized nations of the world agreeing in the great points
of morality, as much as they differ in thofe of faith,

Fiftbly, Becaufe infidelity is not of fo malignant a nature as immora-
ity ; or to put the fame reafon in another light, becaufe it is generally
owned, there may be falvation for a virtuous infidel, ( particularly in the
cafe of invincible ignorance) but none for a vicious believer. '

Sixthly, Becaufe faith {feems to draw its principal, if not all its excel-
lency, from the influence it has upon morality ; as we fhall fee more at
large, if we confider wherein confifts the excellency of faith, or the be-
lief of revealed religion; and this I think is,

Firff, In explaining and carrying to greater heights, feveral points of
morality.

Secondly, In furnifhing new and ftronger motives to enforce the pra-
étice of morality.

Thirdly, In giving us more amiable ideas of the Supreme Beingy more
endearing notions of one another, and a truer ftate of our felves, both in
regard to the grandeur and vilenefs of our natures.

Fourthly, By fhewing us the blacknefs and deformity of vice, which
in'the chriftian fyftem is fo very great, that he who1s pofleffed of all per-
feftion and the fovereign judge of it, is reprefented by feveral of our
Divines as hating fin to the {ame degree that he loves the Sacred Perfon
who was made the Propitiation of it.

Fifthly, In being the ordinary and prefcribed method of making mo-
rality effe€tual to falvation.

I have only touched on thefe feveral heads, which every one who is
converfant in difcourfes of this nature will eafily enlarge upon in his own
thoughts, and draw conclulions from them which may be ufeful to him
in the condu& of hislife. One I am fure is {o obvious, that he cannot
mifs it, namely that a man cannot be perfeé in his fcheme of morality,
who does not {trengthen and {upport it with that of the chriftian faith.

Befides this, I fhall lay down two or three other maxims which I think
we may deduce from what has been faid.

Bbbb 2 Firft,
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Firfl, That we fhould be particularly cautious of making any thing an
article of faith, which does-not contribute to the confirmation or improves
ment of morality.

Secondly, That no article of faith can he true and authentic, which
weakens or fubverts the practical part of religion, or what I have hither-
to called Morality.

Thirdly, That the greateft friend of morality, or natural religion, can-
not poflibly apprehend any danger from embracing Chriftianity, asit is
preferved pure and uncorrupt in the doétrines of our national Church,

There is likewife another maxim which I think may be drawn from
the foregoing confiderations, which is this, that we fhould in all dubious
points confider any ill confequences that may arife from them, {fuppofing
they fhould be erroneous, before we give up our affent to them.

For example, In that difputable point of Perfecuting men for confci-
ence fake, befides the imbittering their minds with hatred, indignation,
and all the vehemence of refentment, and enfnaring them to profefs
what they do not believe ; we cut them off from the pleafures and ad-
vantages of fociety, affliét their bodies, diftrefs their fortunes, hurt their
reputations, ruin their families, make their lives painful, or put an end to
them. Sure when I fee fuch dreadful confequences rifing from a prin-
ciple, 1 would be as fully convinced of the truth of it, as of 2 mathemas
tical demonftration, before I would venture to aét upon it, ‘or make it a
part of my religion.

In this cafe the injury done our neighbour is plain and evident, the
principle that puts us upon doing it, of a dubious and difpurable nature.
Moraliry feems highly violated by the one, and whether or no a Zeal
for what a man thinks the true fyftem of faith may juftifie it, is very un-
certain. I cannot but think, if our religion produce Charity as well as
Zeal, it will not be for thewing it felf by fuch cruel inftances. But, to
conclude with the words of an excellent Author, #e bave Juft enough
veligion to make us bate, bur not enough to make us love one another.

Thurfiay,
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