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N° 465.  Saturday, Auguft 23.

Qua rationequeas traducere leniter evum :
Ne te femper inops agitet vexelque cupids ;
Ne pavor et rerum mediocriter uttlium Jpes. Hor.

' § Aving endeavoured in my laft Saturday’s paper to fhew the great
excellency of Faith, I fhall here confider what are the proper
means of {ftrengthning and confirming it in the mind of man.

Thofe who delight in reading books of controverfie, which are written
on both fides of the queftion in points of Faith, do very feldom arrive
at a fixed and fettled habit of it. They are one day entirely convinced
of its important truths, and the next meet with fomething thar fhakes
and difturbs them. The doubt which was laid revives again, and fhews
it felf in new difficulties, and that generally for this reafon, becaufe the
mind which is perpetually toft in controverfies and difputes, is apt to for-
get the reafons which had once fet it at reft, and to be difquieted. with
any former perplexity, when it appears in a new fhape, or is ffarted by a
different hand. As nothing is more laudable than an enquiry after T'ruth,
fo nothing is more irrational than to pafs away our whole lives, without
determining our felves one way or other in thofe points which are of
the laft importance to us. There are indeed many things from which
we may with-hold our affent; but in cafes by which we are to regulate
our lives, it is the greateft abfurdity to be wavering and unfettled, with-
out clofing with that fide which appears the moft fafe and the moft pro-
bable. The firft rule therefore which I fhall lay down is this, that when
by reading or difcourfe we find our felves thoroughly convinced of the
truth of any article, and of the reafonablenefs of our belief in it, we
fhould never after fuffer our felves to call itinto queftion. We may per-
haps forget the arguments which occafioned our conviétion, but we ought
to remember the ftrength they had with us, and therefore {till to retain
the convi¢tion which they once produced. This is no more than what

we
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we do in every common art or fcience, nor is it poffible to a other-

wife, confidering the weaknefs and limitation of our intelle@ual faculties. il
It was thus that Latimer, one of the glorious army of Martyrs who in- i
troduced the reformation in England, behaved himfelf in that great con- il 8
ference which was managed between the moft learned among the Prote- :
ftants and Papils in the reign of Queen Mary. This venerable old man

knowing how his abilities were impaired by age, and that it was impof-

fible for him to recollett all thofe reafons which had dire&ed him in the

choice of hisreligion, left his companions who were in the full pofleflion 1l
of their parts and learning, to baffle and confound their antagonifts by 3
the force of reafon. As for himfelf he only repeated te his adverfaries
the articles in which he firmly believed, and in the profeflion of which
he was determined to die. It is in this manner that the mathematician i
proceeds upon propofitions which he has once demonflrated ; and though '
the demonitration may have {lipt out of his memory, he builds upon the

truth, becaufe he knows it was demonftrated. This rule is abfolutely i
neceflary for weaker minds, and in fome meafure for men of the grea-
teft abilities ; but to thefe laft I would propofe, in the fecond place, that
they fhould lay up in their memories, and always keep by them in a
readinefs, thofe arguments which appear to them of the greateft {irength,
and which cannot be got over by all the doubts and cavils of infidelity.

But, in the third place, there is nothing which {trengthens faith more
than morality. Faith and morality naturally produce each other. A.
man is quickly convinced of the truth of religion, who finds it is not
againft his inrereft that it fhould be true. 'The pleafure he receives
at prefent, and the happinefs which he promifes himielf from it hereaf-
ter, will both difpofe him very powerfully to give credit to it, according
to the ordinary obfervation that we are eafic to believe what we wifb. It
1s very certain, that a man of found reafon cannot forbear clofing with
religion upon an impartial examination of it ; but at the {ame time it is
as ceriain, that faith is kept alive in us, and gathers {trength from pra-.
¢tice more than from fpeculation.

There is {lill another method which is- more perfuafive than any of the
former, and. that is an habitual adoration of the Supreme Being, as well
i conitant acts of mental worthip, as in outward forms. The devout
man does not only believe but feels there is a Deity. He has aétual fen-
fations of him; his experience concurs with his reafon; he fees him more
and more in all his intercourfes with him, -and even in: thislife almoft i
lofes his faith in convittion: /
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The laft method which I fhall mention for the giving life to man’s
faith, is frequent retirement from the world, accompanied with religious
meditation. When a man thinks of any thing in the darknefs of the
night, whatever deep impreflions it may make in his mind, they are apt
to vanifh as foon as the day breaks about him. The light and noife of
the day, which are perpetually folliciting his fenfes, and calling off his
attention, wear out of his mind the thoughts that imprinted themfelves
in it, with fo much ftrength, during the filence and darknefs of the night.
A man finds the fame difference as to'himfelf ina crowd and in a folitude:
the mind is ftunned and dazzled amidft that variety of objeéts which prefs
upon her in a great city : fhe cannot apply her felf to the confideration of
thofe things which are of the utmoft concern to her. The cares or plea-
{ures of the world ftrike in with every thought, and a multitude of vi-
cious examples give a kind of juftification to our folly. In our retirements
every thing difpofes us to be ferious. In courts and cities we are enter-
tained with the works of men; in the country with thofe of God. One
15 the province of art, the other of nature. IFaith and devotion naturally
grow in the mind of every reafonable man, who fees the impreffions of
divine power and wifdom in every obje&,” on which he calls his eye.
The Supream Being has made the beft arguments for his own exiftence,
in the formation of the heavens and the earth, and thefe are arguments
which a man of fenfe cannot forbear attending to, whois out of the noife
and hurry of human affairs. Arifforle fays, that fhould a man live under
ground, and there converfe with the works of art and mechanifm, and
fhould afterwards be brought up into the open day, and fee the feveral
glories of the heaven and earth, he would immediately pronounce them
the works of fuch a Being as we define God to be. The Pfalmift has
very beautiful ftrokes of poetry to this purpofe, in that exalted ftrain,
The heavens declare the glory of God : and the firmament [beweth his
bandy-work. One day telleth another : and one night certifieth another.
There is neither [peech nor language : but their voices are beard among
thew. Their found is gone into all lands: and their words into the ends
of the world. As fucha bold and fublime manner of thinking furnifhes
very noble matter for an Ode, the Reader may fee it wrought into the
following one.

L
The [pacious firmament on high,
ith all the bilne etherial sky,
And
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And [pangled beav'ns, a [bining frame,
Their great Original proclaim:

TH unwearied Sun, from day to day,
Does his Creator's power difplay,

And publifbes to every land

The work of an Almighty band.
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II.

Soon as the evening [bades prevail, it
The Moon takes up the wondrous tale, |
And nightly to the liffning earth
Repeats the flory of her birth:
Whilft all the Stars that round ber burn, .
And all the Planets, in their turn,

Confirm the tidings as they rowl,

And fpread the truth from pole to pole.

II.

What though, in folemn [ilence, all
Move round the dark terrveflrial ball?
What tho nor real woice nor found
Amid their radiant orbs be found ?

In Reafon’s ear they all rejoice,

And utter forth a glorious voice,

For ever [finging, as they [hine,

« The hand that made us is divine.
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