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pen, ‘as is cuftomary in old Manufcripts, they perhaps miftook the dath
for a fecond figure, and by cafting up both together compofed out of i
them the figure 2. But this I fhall leave to the learned, without deter- i
mining any thing in a matter of fo great uncertainty.
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mind of man. Objeéts of pain or pleafure, love or admiration,

do not lie thick enough together in life to keep the foul in con-
ftant aétion, and fupply an immediate exercile to its faculties. In order,
therefore, to remedy this defeet, that the mind may not want bufinefs,
but always have materials for thinking, fhe is endowed with certain pow-
ers, that can recall what is paffed, and anticipate what is to come.

That wonderful faculty, which we call the Memory, is perpetually
looking back, when we have nmhmg prefent to entertain ns. It is like
thofe repofitories in {everal animals, that are filled with {tores of their
former food, on which they may ruminate when their prefent pafture fails,

As the memory relieves the mind in her vacant moments, and prevents
any chafms of thought by ideas of what is paff, we have other faculties
that agitate and employ her upon what 7s 70 come. Thefe are the paflions
of Hope and Fear.

By thefe two paffions we reach forward into futurity, and bring up
to our prefent thoughts objeéts that lie hid in the remoteft depths of
time. We fuffer mifery, and enjoy happinefs, before they are in Being ;
we can fet the Sun and Stars forward, or lofe fight of them by wandring
into thofe retired parts of eternity, when the heavens and earth fhall be
no more.

By the way, who can imagine that the exiftence of a creature is to be
circumfcribed by Time, whofe thoughts are not? But I fhall, in this pa-
per, confine my {elf to that particular paflion which goes by the name
of Hope. IJ

Our i

T HE Time prefent feldom affords fufficient employment to the




s8¢ The SPECTATOR Negn!

Our a&ual enjoyments are fo few and tranfient, that man would be
very miferable Being, were he not endowed with this paffion, which gives
him a tafte of thofe good things that may poffibly come into his poffefi.
on. We fhould hope for every thing that is good, fays the old Poer I.;.
nus, becaufe there is nothing which may not be hoped for, and .'-fmi.":i.frg but
what the Gods are able t0 give us. Hope quickens all the ftill parts of
life, and keeps the mind awake in her moft remifs and indolent hours,
It gives habitual ferenity and good humour. It is a kind of vital heat in
the Soul, that cheers and gladdens her, when fhe does not attend to it,
It makes pain eafie, and labour pleafant.

Befides thefe feveral advantages which rife from Hope, there is ano-
ther which is none of the leaft, and that is, its great efficacy in prefer-
ving us from fetting too high a value on prefent enjoyments. The fay-
ing of Cefar is very well known. When he had given away all his eftate
in gratuities among his friends, one of them asked what he had left for
himfelf; to which that great man replied, Hope. His natural magnani-
mity hindred him from prizing what he was certainly poflefled of, and
turned all his thoughts upon fomething more valuable that he had in
view. I queftion not bur every reader will draw a moral from this ftory,
and apply it to himfelf without my direion.

The old ftory of Pandora’s box (which many of the learned believe
was formed among the heathens upon the tradition of the fall of man)
fhews us how deplorable a ftate they thought the prefent life without
Hope. "To fet forth the utmoft condition of mifery they tell us, that
our forefather, according to the Pagan Theology, had a great veflel pre-
fented him by Pandora: upon his lifting up the lid of i, fays the fable,
there flew out all the calamities and diftempers incident to men, from
which, 'till that time, they had been altogether exempt. Hope, who had
been enclofed in the cup with fo much bad company, inftead of flying
off with the reft, ftuck fo clofe to the lid ‘of it, that it was fhut 'down
upon her,

I fhall make but two refle@ions upon what I have hitherto faid. Firft,
that no kind of life is fo happy as that which is full of Hope, efpecially.
when the Hope is well grounded, and ‘when the obje& of it is of an ex-
alted kind, and in its nature proper to make the. perfon happy who en-
joys it.  This propofition muft be very'evident to thofe who confider
how few are the prefent enjoyments of the moft happy man, and how in-
fufficient to give him an entire fatisfaction and acquiefcence in them.

My
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My next obfervation is this, that a religious life is that which moft
abounds.in a well-grounded Hope, and fuch an one as is fixed on objeéts
that are capable of making us entirely happy. This Hope in a religious
man, is much more {ure and certain than the hope of any temporal blef-
{ing, as it is {trengthened not only by reafon, but by faith, It has at the
fame time its eye perpetually fixed .on that ftate, which implies in the ve-
ry notion of it the moft full and moft compleat happinefs.

"1 have before fhewn how the influence of Hope in general fweetens
life, and makes our prefent condition fupportable, if not pleafing; but
a religious Hope has ftill greater advantages. It does not only bear up
the mind under her fufferings, but makes her rejoice in them, as they
may be the inftruments of procuring her the great and ultimate end of all
_ her hope.

" Religious Hope has likewife this advantage above any other kind of
Hope, that it is able ro revive the dying man, and to fill his mind not
only with fecret comfort and refrefhment, but fometimes with rapture
and tranfport. He triumphs in his agonies, whilit the Soul fprings for-
ward with delight to the great objéct which fhe hasalways had in view,
and leaves the body with an expectation of being re-united te her in a
glorious and joyful Refurrection.

"1 thall conclude this Effay with thofé emphatical expreflions of a lively
Hope, which the Pfalmift made ufe of in the midft of thofe dangers and
adverfities which furrounded him; for the following paflage had its pre-
fent and perfonal, as well as its future and prophetick fenfe. I bave fét
the Lord always before me: becaufé be is at my right band, I fhali not
be moved. Therefore my beart is glady, and my glory rejoiceth: my fle/b
alfp fball reft in bope. For thow wilt not leave my Soul in Hell, neither
wilt thou fuffer thine boly one o fee corruption. Thou wilt fhew me the
path of life: in thy prefence is fulnefs of joy, and at thy right hand there
are pleafures for evermore.

T bur(day,
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