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one of this charafer, who in reality is more a woman thanI am. He
was bred up under the tuition of a tender mother, till the had made
him as good an houfewife as her {elf. He could preferve apricocks,
and make jellies, before he had been two years out of the nurfery.
He was never fuffered to go abroad, for fear of catching cold: when
he fhould have been hunting down a buck, he was by his mother’s fide
learning how to feafon it, or purt it in cruft; and was making paper-
boats with his fifters, at an age when other young Gentlemen are crof-
fing the feas, or travelling into foreign countries. He has the whiteft
hand that you everfaw in your life, and raifes pafte better than any woman
in England. Thefe qualifications make him a fad husband: he is per-
petually in the kitchin, and has a thoufand fquabbles with the cook-
maid. He is better acquainted with the milk-fcore, than his fteward’s
accounts. I fret to death when I hear him find faule with a difh that
is not drefled to his liking, and inffruéting his friends that dine with
him in the beft pickle for a walnut, or fauce for an haunch of venifon.
With all this, he is a very good-natured husband, and never fell out
with me in his life bur once, upon the over-roaiting of a difh of wild-
fowl: at the fame time I muft own I would rather he was a man of a
rough temper, that would treat me harfhly fometimes, than of fuch an
effeminate bufy nature in a province that does not belong to him. Since
you have given us the charaéter of a wife who wears the breeches,
pray fay fomething of a husband that wears the petticoat. Why fhould
not a female chara&er be as ridiculous in a man, as a male chara@er in
one of our fex? I am, &e.

N°483.  Sarurday, Seprember 13.

Nec Deus interfit, nifi dignus vindice nodus
Inciderit wmmmme Hor.

E cannot be guilty of a greater aét of uncharitablenefs, than to
interpret the afflictions which befal our neighbours, as Puni/p-

ments and Fudgments, It aggravates the evil to him who fuffers,
when
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when he looks upon himfelf as the matk of divine vengeance, and abates
the compaflion of thofe towards him, who regard him in fo dreadful a
light. This humour of turning every misfortune into a judgment, pro-
ceeds from wrong notions of religion, which, in its ewn nature, produ- &
ces good-will towards men, and puts the mildeft conftruction upon every
accident that befalls them. In this cafe, therefore, it is not religion  thag
{fours a man’s temper, but it is his temper that fours his religion: people
of gloomy uncl u,a:ful imaginations, or of envious malignant tempers,
whatever kind of life they are engaged in, will difcover their natural
tinGure of mind in all their thoughts, words, and aétions. As the fineft
wines have often the tafte of the foil, fo even the moft religious thoughts
often draw fomething that is particular from the conflitution of the mind
in which they arife. When folly or fuperflition ftrike in with this natu-
ral depravity of temper, it is not in the power, even of thgmn it felf, to
preferve the charater of the perfon who is poffefled with it, from appear-
ing highly abfurd and ridiculous.

An old maiden Gentlewoman, whom [ fhall conceal under the name

of Nemefis, is the greateft difcoverer of judgments that I have met with.
She can tell you what fin it was that fet fucha man’s houfe on fire, or blew
down his barns. Talk to her of an unfortunate young Lady. that loft her
beauty by the fmall-pox, fhe fetches a deep hgh, and tells ',aou, that when
the had a fine face fhe was always looking on it in her glafs. T'ell her of
a picce of good fortune that has befallen one of her acquaintance; and
fhe wifhes it may profper with her, but her mother ufed one of her nie-
ces very barbaroufly. Her ufual remarks turn upon people who had great
eftates, but never enjoyed them, by reafen of fome flaw in their own, or
their father's behaviour. She can give you the reafon why fuch an one
died childlefs: why fuch an one was cut off'in the flower of his youth:
why fuch an one was unhappy in her marriage: why one broke his leg;
on fuch a particular fpot of ground ; and why another was killed with a.
back-fword, rather than with anyotherkind of weapon. Shehasacrime for
every misfortune that can befal any of her acquaintance; and when fhe
hears of a robbery that has been made, or a murder that has been com-
mitted, enlarges more on the guilt of the fuffering perfon, than on that of
the thief or the affaflin. In fhort, fhe is fo good a chriftian, that whate-
ver happens to. her felf is a tryal, and whatever happens to-her neighbours
is a judgment.

The very defcription of this folly, in ordinary life, is fufficient to ex- ,
pofe it; but when it appears.in a.pomp and dignity of flile, it.is very apt {
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to amufe and terrify the mind of the'Reader, Herodotus and Plutarch
very often apply their judgments as impertinently as the old womdn I have
before mentioned, though their manner of relating them makes the folly
it felf appear venerable. ‘Indeed, moft hiftorians, as well chriftian as pa-
gan, have fallen into this ‘idle fuperftition, and fpoken of ill fuccefs, un-
forefeen difafters, and terrible events, as'if they had been let into the fe-
crets of providence, and made acquainted with that private conduét by
which the world is governed. One would think {feveral of our own hi-
ftorians in particular had many revelations of this kind mdde to them,
Our old Engliflr Monks feldom let any of their Kings depart in peace,
who had endeavoured to diminith the power or wealth of which the ec-
clefiafticks were in thofe times poffeffad. WWilliam the Congueror’s race
generally found their Judgments in the New Foreft, where their father
had pulled down churches and monafteries. In fhort, read one of the
chronicles written by an author of this frame of mind, and you would
think you were reading ahiftory of the Kings of Ifrael or Fudah, where
the hiftorians were aftually infpired, and where, by a particular feheme
of providence, the Kings were diftinguifhed by judgments or bleflings, ac-
cording as they promoted idolatry or the worthip of the true God.

I cannot but [ook upon this manner of judging upon misfortunes, fiot
only to be very uncharitable in regard to the perfon on whom they fall,
but very prefumptuous in regard to him who is fuppofed to infliét them.
It is a ftrong argument for a ftate of retribution hereafter, that in this
world virtuous perfons are very often unfortunate, and vicious perfons
profperous; which is wholly repugnant to the natureof a Being who ap-
pears infinitely wife and good im all his works, unlefs we may fuppofe that
fuch apromifcuous and undiftinguifhing diftribution of good and evil,which
was neceffary for carrying on the defigns of providence in- this life, will
be rectified and made amends for in another. We are not therefore to
expect that fire fhould fall from Heaven in the ordinary courfe of previ-
dence's nor when we fee triumphant guilt or depreffed virtue in partieun-
lar perforns, that omnipotence will make bare its holy arm in the defence
of the one; or punifhment of the other. It is fufficient that there is'a
day fet apart'for the hearing and requiting of beth according to their re-
{pettive merits.

The folly of afcribing temporal judgments to any particular crimes,

may appear from feveral confiderations. I {hall only mention two: firfly
that generally {peaking, there is no calamity or affliétion; which is fuppofed
to have happened as a judgment to'a vicious map; which does not fome-

times
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times happen to men of approved religion and virtue, When Diagoras
the atheift was on board one of the 4zhenian Ships, there arofe a very
violent tempeft ; upon which the mariners told him; that i»was a juft
judgment upon them for having taken fo impious a man on board. = Dig-
goras begged them to'look upon the reft of the fhips that were in the
fame diltrefs, and asked them whether or no Diagores was on board
every veflel in the fleet. We are all involved in the fame calamities, and
fubjeét to the fame accidents; and when we fee any one of the fpecies
under any particnlar oppreflion, we fhould look upon it as arifing from
the common lot of human nature, rather than from the guilt of the per-
fon who fuffers.

Another confideration, that may check our prefumption in putting
fuch a conftruftion upon a misfortune, is this, that it is impoflible for us
to know what are calamities and what are bleflings. How many aecidents
have paffed for misfortunes, which have turned te the welfare and pro-
fperity of the perfons in whofe lot they have fallen ¢ How many difap-
pointments have, in their confequences, faved 2 man from ruin? If we
could look into the effeéts of every thing, we might be allowed to pro-
nounce boldly upon bleflings and judgments ; but for a man to give his
opinion of what he fees but in part, and in its beginnings, is an unjuftifi-
able piece of rafhnefs and folly. The ftory of Biros and Clirobaus, which
was in great reputation among the heathens, for we fee it quoted by all
the ancient Authors, both Greek and Latin, who have written upon the
immortality of the foul, may teach us a caution in this matter. Thefe
two brothers, being the fons of a Lady who was Prieftels of Funo, drew
their mother’s chariot to the temple at the time of a great folemnity, the
perfons being abfent, who by their office were to have drawn her chariot
on that occafion. The mother was fo tranfported with this initance of
filial duty, that fhe petitioned her Goddefs to beftow upon them the
greateft gift that could be given to men ;. upon which they were beth
caft into a deep fleep, and the next morning found dead in the temple.
This was fuch an event, as would have been conftrued into a judgment,
had it happened to the two brothers after an a& of difobedience, and
would doubtlefs have been reprefented as fuch by any ancient hiftorian

who had given us an aecount of .

Thurfday,
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