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- Huc natas adjice feptem,
Kt totidem juvenes, et mox generofgue nurufque.
Querite nunc, habeat guam mofira fuperbia canfam. OV. Met.

§ TR,

€< OU, who are fo well acquainted with the ftory of Seocraters,
« muft have read how, upon his making a difcourfe concern-
“ ing love, he prefled his point with fo much fuccefs, that all
« the batchelors in his audience took a refolution to marry by the firft
i uppmtu ity, and that all the married men imme ma:el; took horfe and
“ galloped home to their wives. I am apt to think your difcourfes, in
« which you have drawn fo many agreeable pi¢tures of marriage, hue
“ !nd a very good effe@ this way in Ewgland.- "We are obliged to you,
« J:ﬂ{l, for having taken off that fenfelefs ridicule, which for many
years the witlings of the town have turned upon their fathers and mo-
«.thers. For my own part, I was born in w edlock, and 1 donot
“ who knows it: for which reafon, among many others, I fhould ]ﬁ-:}_
“ ypon my felf as a moft infufferable coxcomb, did I endeavour to main-
« tain that cuckoldom was infeparable from marriage, or to make ufe of
“ busband and wife as terms of reproach. Nay, Sir, 1 will go one {tep
further, and declare to you before the whole world, that I am a mar-
ried man, and at the fame time I have {fo much aflurance as not to be
« athamed of what I have done.

“ Among the feveral pleafures that accompany this ftate of life,
« and which you have defcribed in your former papers, there are two
you have not taken notice of, and wh ich ar e feldom caft into the ac-
“ count, by thofe who write on this fubje&. You muft have ol
“ in your Speculations on human nature, that nothing is more
% to the mind of man than power or'dominion ; and thi

« amply poilefled of, as'1 am the father of a family.

[ 11

l\_‘f ved ¥




‘ yate 1oy 1IL‘“%

: d\.pm

¢ pleat
¢ comp

¢ 2 I'L. 1dred pyramids at my own expence, Or puuh.hu

: hcr:pl-

» of the Centurion, 1 fay an
Come, and be cometh; and to
it. In fhort, Sir, 1 look upon
'-1 x»hid [ am my f{elf both f{‘.:qg
thing elfe but clufters of thefe litile
re I confider the mafters of families as fmall
I !_;0‘-."'31' the feveral little [_:::;';-c!-_w -
of their fellow-fubjefts. As I take great pleafure in the adminiitration
of my government in }mmuhi, {fo I look upon my {el t not orl'-'
more-ufeful, but as 4 much greater and hap pier man than any batche

lor in Ky rﬁfzsm’ of my own rank and condition.
“ 'I‘i -re is another accidental advantage in marriage, which has
wile 1 '{:n to my fhare, I mean the having a mul[.u‘;ﬁ i
Thefe 1 cannot but regard as very great bleflings. When
litl"' troop h”ft‘.-n. me, [ rejoice in L]lt. additions which I have made tc
ies, to my country, and to mfr-' religion, in having produces
lam
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my {pec
fuch a number of reafonable creatures, citizens, and chriftians.
{fed to fee my {elf thus perpe U'l[f‘_,d ; and as there is no production
rable to that of a human creature, I am more pI roud of having
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1 as many volumes

f the fir .Jt wit and learning. 11 what a beautiful light has the Holy

reprefented Abdon, one of the _|uL1'fLE; of Ifrael, who
e and ten Afs-

heen the occafion of ten fuch glor

’r’urty {bn 11|:’1 thirty grandfons, that rode on threefcor
colts, according to the mw,n'meme of the eaitern countries?
nuft the heart of the old man rejoice, when he faw {uch a beaut
proceflion of his own defcendants, fuch a numerous cavalcade of his
own raifing? Formy own part, [ can fit in my parlour with great con-
tent, when I takea review of half a dozen of my little boys mounted
upon their hobby-hor{es, and of as many little girls tut toring
bies, each of them endeavouring to excel the reft, and to dolo me-
my favour and approbation. [ cannot queflior
Ted me with fo many children, will affift my en-
o for them. There 1s on€ thing [ am able to s1u
?'; 4 virtuous education. I think it is Sir Francis
amily of children the eldeft is
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the darling of the parent ; but that fome one or other in the middle’

‘¢ who has not perhaps been regarded, has made his way in the world,
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and over-topped the reft. It is my bufinefs to implant in every one of
my children the fame feeds of induftry, and the fame honeit principles,
By this means I think I have a fair chance, that one or other of them
may grow confiderable in fome or other way of life, whether it be in
the army, or in the fleet, -in trade, or any of the three learned profef-
fions; for you muft know, Sir, that from long experience and obfer-
vation, I am perfuaded of what feems a paradox to moft of thofe with
whom I converfe, namely, that a man who has many children, and
gives them a good education, is more likely to raife a family, than he
who has but one, notwithftanding he leaves him his whole eftate. For
this reafon I cannot forbear amufing my felf with finding out a General,
an Admiral, or an Alderman of Londow, a Divine, a Phyfician, or a
Lawyer, among my little people who are now perhaps in petticoats ;
and when I fee the motherly airs of my little daughters when they are
playing with their puppets, Tcannot but flatter my felf that theix hus-
bands and children will be happy in the pofleflion of fuch wives and
mothers.

“ If you are a father, you will not perhaps think this Letter imperti-
nent ; butif you are a fingle man, you will not know the meaning of
it, and probably throw it into the fire: Whatever you detetmine of
it you may aflure your felf that it comes from one who is

Lowr moft bumble fervant, and well-wifber,

Philogamus,

Thur[days
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