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Non babeo denique nanct Marfum augurem,

Now z.:ét"rz;-sm fxf'zg?.v_:'c'fs, non de eirco aftrologos,

Nou Ifiacos conjectores, non interpretes fommiiim ;

WNow entin funt 11 aut [crentia, aut arte divint,

Sed [fuperfluiofi vates, impudentefque hariol,

Aut inertes, ant mfans, aut quibus egeflas imperar:

d@fﬁ;’i Juz Iq:m‘ﬁrlﬁ canfa ﬁ':'r.'fa.‘sj uftetant __/i*:m?;:fim,

Quz [ibr [emitam non [fapiunt, alter: monflrant viam,
Quibus drvitras pollicentur, ab us drachmam petunt ;..

De divntiss deducant drachmam, reddant cetera. Ennius.

HOSE who have maintained that men would be moze miferable

than beafts, were their hopes confined to this life only; among

other confiderations take notice that the latter are only afflifted
with the anguith of the prefent evil; whereas the former are very often
pained by the refletion on what is paffed, and the fear of what is to
come. This fear of any future difhculties or misfortunes is fo natural to
the mind, that were a man’s forrows and difquietudes fummed up at the
end of his life, it would generally be found that he had f{uffered more
from the apprehenfion of fuch evils as never happened to him, than from
thofe evils which had really befallen him. T'o this we may add, that among
thofe evils which befall us, there are many that have been more painful to
us in the profpe&t, than by their actual prefiure.

This natural impatience to Jook into futurity, and to know what acci-
dents may happen to us hereafter, has given birth to many ridiculous arts
and inventions. Some found their preicience on the lines of .a.man’s hand,
otherson thgfeatures of his face; fome on the fignatures which nature
hag iimprefled on his body, and others on his own hand-writing: {ome
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read mens fortunes.on ll { rs, as others have fearched after them in the
entrails of beafts, or the flights ‘of birds.  Men of the beft fenfe have
been touched; more or u.f-., with thefe groundlefs horrors and prefages
of futurity, upon furyeying the moft indifferent works of Nature. Can
any thing be more furprizing than to confider Cicere, who ma le the
greateft figure at the bar, and in the Senate of the Romanr Commonwealth,
and, at the fame time, outihined all the Philofophers of f“f]t"flnit}-' in his
library and in his retirements; as bufying himfelf in the college of Au-
gurs, and obferving, with a rel igmus attention, after what manner the
chickens pecked the feveral grains of corn which were thrown to them?

Notwithftanding thefe follies are pretty well worn out of the minds of
the wife and learned in the prefent age, multitudes of weak and ignorant
perfons are {till {laves to them. There are numberlefs arts rJ, prediction
among the vulgar, which are too trifling to enumerate; and infinite ob-
{ervations of d1}5, numbers, voices, and figures, which are regarded by
them as porterits and prodigies. In fhort; every thmg prophefies to the
fuperftitious man, there is fcarce a ftraw or a rufty picce of iron that lies
in his way by accident,

Itis not to be conceived how many wizards, g /plies and cunning-men
are difperfed through all the countries and market-towns of Great Bri-
tain, not to mention the Fortune-tellers and Aftrologers, who live very
comfortably upon. the curiofity of feveral well-difpofed perfons in the
cities of London and We rm*:rﬁer

Among the many pretended arts of Divination, there is none which {o

univerfally amufes as that by dreams. 1 have indeed obferved in a late
5pcculaticn, that there have been fometimes, upon very extraordinary
occafions, fupernatural revelations made to certain perfons by this means;
butas it is the chief bufinefs of this paper to root out popular errors, I
[ muft endeavour to expofe the folly and fuperftition of thofe perfons,
who, in the common and Ordmary courfe of life, lay any ftrefs upon things
of I’r; uncertain, thadowy, and chimerical a nature. This] cannot do
more effe@ually than by the following letter, w hich is dated from a quar
ter of the town that has always been the l;aL\ tation of fome prophetic E;
Philomath: it l‘hhmﬁ been msn], time out of mind, for .1|| fuch people
as have loft their wi [c to refort to that D,JF” either for their cure or for
their inftru&ion.

—
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. OPECTATOR, Moorfields, Ocfeb. 4. 1712,
3, i AVING long confidered whether there be any trade wanting in

« this great city, after having furveyed very nm'mu Y 1| kinds
¢ of ranks and L]r'n['q'jli;)r‘ I do not find in any quarter of the town an
“ Oneirocritick, or, in plain Engli/b, an interpreter of dreams. k-':_ want
“ of fo ufeful a perfon, there are fe veral good people who are very much
¢ pu;.l»:: in this pwtlcular, *md dream a whole year together without be-
“ ing ever the wifer for it. Ihope I am pretty well qual,nd for this of-
g f‘ic'e,l 1aving ftudied by candlelight all the rules of art which have b{;cn
¢ laid down upon this fub |"Cf "vl\, great uncle by my wife’s fide was :
s Su'anu Highlander, and fecond- ilghtfd I have four tmgusand tw ﬂthu m lu-
“ ypon one hand, and was born on the longeft night of the year. My
« chriftian and fir-name begin and end with “the fame letters. [.un lodg-

« ed in Morefields, in a houfe that for thefe fifty years has been always
¢ [Emr”'f'd '-d a conjurer.

« If you had been in company, fo much as my felf, with ord
« men of the town, you muft know that there are many of tl
“ every day in |.|IL_1’ ]m s, upon feeing 0 hearing of any thing that is
“ P\p{,ckd, vy, My Drea wt; and cannot go to {leep in quiet

next ni J.. , till for 11\_L|'L ng or other !‘J' happened which Lclc expounded

¢ the vifions of the prec edi ng one. TLhere are others who are in ve
“ great pe E~1 for not being a hlc to recover the cir ' of a “!"J:u-::
« that made {irong 1 ns upon them while 1

{1 ;l-._.-.l.,-u

are many ‘whofle w: *‘ ing thoughts are v
k& l-‘l L,u”"{ ones. For l?'n_ { L[lmu LIL.,
part of my fellow- fubjeéts, I thall in tl .
they dreamt of, who faney they never dream at all.
¢ T fhall hun-., out any dream, upon hearing a fingle
and in the E:"i: ;,-L {hall expound to them the good
":ni' ‘1r' If El"'-':lr}r {
| not {'l"l-.l tionin gat
» will be {o reafo n.’.'.‘ as to 2

iderable eftate,

od luck, 1 th
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week for lovers; and interpret by the El'Cal' for any Gentlewoman who
is turned of fixty, after the rate of half a crown per week, with the
ufual allowances for good luck. T have feveral rooms and apartments
fitted up, at reafonable rates, for fuch as have not conveniencies for
dreaming at their own houfes.

Titus Trophonius
« N. B. I am not dumb.

The End of the Third Volume.
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