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N° 36.  Monday, April 23.

.......... llla [e jaltet in anla. Virg.

by fome among us, there is none fo abfurd and fhocking to the

moft ordinary underftanding, as that it is poflible for Great Bri-
tain to be quietly governed by a Popifb Sovereign. King Henry the
Fourth found it impraéible for a Prozeffant to reign even in France,
notwithftanding the reformed religion does not engage a Prince to the
perfecution of any other; and notwithftanding the authority of the Sove-
reign in that country is more able to fupport it felf, and command the
obedience of the people, than in any other Ewropean Monarchy. We
are convinced by the experience of our own times, that our conflitution
is not able to bear a Popifb Prince at the head of it. King Fames the Se-
cond was endowed with many royal virtues, and might have made a
nation of Roman-catholicks happy under his adminiftration. The grie-
vances we fuffered in his reign proceeded purely from his religion: but
they were fuch as made the whole body of the Nobility, Clergy, and
Commonalty, rife up as one man againft him, and oblige him to quit the
throne of his anceftors. The truth of it is, we have only the vices of a
Protefiant Prince to fear, and may be made happy by his virtues: but
in a Popifb Prince we have no chance for our profperity; his very piety
obliges him to our deftruftion; and in proportion as he is more religious,
he becomes more infupportable. One would wonder, therefore, to find
many who call themfelves Prozeflants, favouring the pretenfions of a per-
fon who has been bred up in the utmoft bitternefs and bigotry of the
church of Rome; and who, inall probability, within lefs than a twelve-
month, would be oppofed by thofe very men that are induftrious to fet
him upon the throne, were it poflible for fo wicked and unnatural an at-
tempt to fucceed.

I was fome months ago in a company, that diverted themfelves with
the Declaration which he had then publithed, and particularly with the
date of it, In the fourteenth year of our reign. The company was furpri-
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zed to find there was a King in Euroge who had reigned fo long and
made fuch a fecret of it. This gave occafion to one of them, who is now
in France, to enquire into the hiftory of this remarkable reign, which he
has digefted into annals, and lately tranfmitted hither for the perufal of
his friends. 1 have fupprefled fuch perfonal refleétions as are mixed in this
fhort chronicle, as not being to the purpofe; and find that the whole hi-
{tory of his regal conduét and exploits may be comprized in the remain-
ing part of this half-fheet.

The hiftory of the Pretender’s fourteen years reign digefted into annals,

ﬁNna Regn: 1°. He made choice of his Miniftry, the firft of whom

was his Confeflor. This was a perfon recommended by the fociety
of Jefuits, who reprefented him as one very proper to guide the confci-
ence of a King, that hoped to rule over an Ifland which is not within the
pale of the church. He then proceeded to name the Prefident of his
Council, his Secretaries of State, and gave away a very honourable Sine-
cure to his principal favourite, by eonftituting him his Lord-high-trea-
furer. He likewife figned a dormant Commiffion for another to be his
High-admiral, with orders to produce it whenever he had {ea-room for
his employment.

Anno Regni 2°. He perfetted himfelf in the Minuet ftep.

Anno Regni 3°. He grew half a foot.

Anno Regni 4°. He wrote a letter to the Pope, defiring him to be as
kind to him as his predeceflor had been, who was his Godfather. In the
fame year he ordered the Lord-high-treafurer to pay off the debts of the
Crown, which had been contraéted fince his acceflion to the throne; par-
ticularly, a milk-fcore of three years ftanding.

Auno Regni 5°. He very much improved himfelf in all Princely learn-
ing, having read over the legends of the Saints, with the hiftory of thofe
feveral martyrs in England, who had attempted to blow up a whole Par-
liament of hereticks.

Anno Regns 6°, He applied himfelf to the arts of government with
more than ordinary diligence; took a plan of the Baflile with his own
hand; vifited the galleys; and ftudied the Edi&s of his great Patron
Louis XIV.

Anno Regni 7°. Being now grown up to years of maturity, he refolved
to feek adventures; but was very much divided in his mind, whether he
{hould make an expedition to Seotlend, or a pilgrimage to Leretto; be-
ing taught to look upon the latter in a religious fenfe, as. the place of his
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nativity. At length he refolved upon his Scozch expedition; and, as the
firft exertion of that royal Authority, which he was going to aflume, he
knighted himfelf. After a fhort piece of errantry upon the feas, he
ot {afe to Dunkirk, where he paid his devotions to St. Anthony,
for having delivered him from the dangers of the {ea, and Sir George
Byng. ;
Anno Regni 8°. He made a Campaign in Flanders, where; by the help
of a Telefcope, he fawthe battle of Oudenarde, and the Prince of Hano-
wer's horfe fhot under him; being pofted on a high tower with two
French Princes of the blood.

Anno Regni 9°. He made a fecond Campaign in Flanders; and, up-
on his return to the Fresch Court, gained a great reputation; by his per=
formance in a Rigadoon.

Anrno Regni 10°. The Pope having heard the fame of thefe his milita-
ry atchievements, made him the offer of'a Cardinal’s cap; which he was
advifed not to accept, by fome of his friends in England,

Anno Regni 11°. He retired to Lorrain, where every morning he made
great havock among the wild-fowl, by the advice, and’ with the afliftance
of his Privy-council. He is faid, this fummer to-have fhot with his own
hands fifty brace of pheafants, and one wild pig; to have fet thirty co-
veys of partridges; and to have hunted down forty brace of hares; to
which he might have added as many foxes, had not moft of them made
their efcape, by running out of his friend’s dominions,. before his dogs
could finifh the chace. He was particularly animated to thefe diverfions
by his Miniftry, who thought they would not a little recommend him to
the good opinion and kind offices of feveral Britifb Fox-hunters.

Anno Regni 12°. He made a vifit to the Duke d’ Aumont, and . pafled
for a French Marquis in a Mafquerade.

Anno Regni x3°. He vifited feveral Convents, and gathered {ubfcrip~
tions from all the well-difpofed Monlks and Nuns, to whom he communi-
cated his defign of an attempt upon Great Britain.

Anno Regni 14°. He now made great preparations for the invafion of
England, and got together vait {tores of ammunition, confifting of Reliques,
Gun-powder and Cannon-ball. He received from the. Pope a very large
contribution, one moiety in mony, and the other in Indulgences. An
Irifb Prielt brought him an authentick tooth of St. Thomas.a Beckes, and
it is thought, was to have for his reward the Archbifhoprick of Canter-
bury. Every Monaftery contributed fomething: one. gave him a thou-

fand pound ;. and another as many Matles.
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This year containing farther the battels which he fought in Scotland,

and the towns which he took, is fo frefh in every one’s memory, that
we fhall fay no more of it.

N°37.  Friday, April 27.

grod [
Frigida curarum fomenta relinguere poffes;

Quo te caclefiis fapientia duceret, ires.
Hoc opus, hoc fludinm parvi properemus et ampls,
87 patrie volumus, fi nobis wvivere cari, Hor.

T is a melancholy refleftion, that our country, which in times of
Popery was called the nation of Saints, fhould now have lefs appea-
rance of religion in it, than any other neighbouring State or Kingdom;
whether they be fuch as continue flill immerfed in the errors of the
Church of Roe, or fuch as are recovered out of them. Thisis a truth
that is obvious to every one, who has been converfant in foreign parts,
It was formerly thought dangerous for a young man to travel, left he
fhould return an A¢heiff to his native country: but at prefent it is certain,
that an Lnglifbman, who has any tolerable degree of refle@ion, cannot
be better awakened to a fenfe of religion in general, than by obferving
how the minds of all mankind are fet upon this important point ; how
every nation is ferious and attentive to the great bufinefs of their Being;
and that in other countries a man is not out of the fathion, who is bold
and open in the profeffion and praétice of all chriftian duties.
Thhis decay of piety is by no means to be imputed to the Reformation
whi its firft eftablifhment produced its proper fruits, and diftinguifh-
& ole age with fhining inftances of virtue and morality. If we
. ce ont the origimal of that flagrant and avowed impie'ty, which
ied atnong us for fome years, we fhould find that it owes its
toppoiite extream of Cant and Hypocrifte, which had taken
1 of the people’s minds in the times of ‘the great rebellion, and
of
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