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This year containing farther the battels which he fought in Scotland,

and the towns which he took, is fo frefh in every one’s memory, that
we fhall fay no more of it.

N°37.  Friday, April 27.

grod [
Frigida curarum fomenta relinguere poffes;

Quo te caclefiis fapientia duceret, ires.
Hoc opus, hoc fludinm parvi properemus et ampls,
87 patrie volumus, fi nobis wvivere cari, Hor.

T is a melancholy refleftion, that our country, which in times of
Popery was called the nation of Saints, fhould now have lefs appea-
rance of religion in it, than any other neighbouring State or Kingdom;
whether they be fuch as continue flill immerfed in the errors of the
Church of Roe, or fuch as are recovered out of them. Thisis a truth
that is obvious to every one, who has been converfant in foreign parts,
It was formerly thought dangerous for a young man to travel, left he
fhould return an A¢heiff to his native country: but at prefent it is certain,
that an Lnglifbman, who has any tolerable degree of refle@ion, cannot
be better awakened to a fenfe of religion in general, than by obferving
how the minds of all mankind are fet upon this important point ; how
every nation is ferious and attentive to the great bufinefs of their Being;
and that in other countries a man is not out of the fathion, who is bold
and open in the profeffion and praétice of all chriftian duties.
Thhis decay of piety is by no means to be imputed to the Reformation
whi its firft eftablifhment produced its proper fruits, and diftinguifh-
& ole age with fhining inftances of virtue and morality. If we
. ce ont the origimal of that flagrant and avowed impie'ty, which
ied atnong us for fome years, we fhould find that it owes its
toppoiite extream of Cant and Hypocrifte, which had taken
1 of the people’s minds in the times of ‘the great rebellion, and
of
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of the ufurpation that fucceeded it. The practices of thefe men, under
the covert of a feigned zeal, made even the appearances of fincere de-
votion ridiculous and unpopular. The raillery of the wits and courtiers,
in King Charles the Second’s reign, upon every thing which they then
called precife, was carried to fo great an extravagance, that it almoft put
chriflianity out of countenance. The ridicule grew fo ftrong and licen-
tious, that from this time we may date that remarkable turn in the beha-
viour of our fathionable Ewnglifbmen, that makes them fhame-faced in
the exercife of thofe duties which they were fent into the world to per-
form.

‘T'he late cry of the Church has been an artifice of the fame kind with
that made ufe of by the hypocrites of the laft age, and has had as fatal
an influence upon religion. If a man would but ferioufly confider how
much greater comfort he would receive in the laft moments of his life
from a refle¢tion that he has made one virtuous man, than that he has
made a thoufand Zories, we fhould not fee the zeal of fo many good
men turned off from its proper end, and employed in making fuch a
kind of converts. What fatusfation will it be to an immoral man, at
fuch a time, to think he is a good #7hig ! or to one thatis confcious of
fedition, perjury, or rebellion, that he dies with the reputation of a
High-Churchman !

But to confider how this cry of the Church has corrupted the morals
of both parties. Thofe, who are the loudeft in it, regard themfelves ra-
ther as a political, than a religious communion ; and are held together
rather by ftate-notions, than by articles of faith. This fills the minds of
weak men, who fall into the {nare, with groundlefs fears and apprehen-
fions, unfpeakable rage towards their fellow-fubjetts, wrong ideas of
perfons whom they are not acquainted with, and uncharitable interpre-
tations of thofe actions of which they are not competent judges. It in-
ftills into their minds the utmoft virulence and bitternefs, inftead of that
charity, which is the perfe@ion and ornament of religion, and the moft
indifpenfable and neceflary means for attaining the end of it. Ina word,
among thefe miftaken zealots, it fanétifies cruelty and injuftice, riots and
treafon.

The effets which this cry of the Chareh has bad on the other party,
are no lefs manifeft and deplorable. They fee themfelves unjuitly afper-
ed by it, and vindicate themfelves in terms no lefs opprobrious, than
thofe by which they are attacked. Their indignation and refentment

rifes in proportion to the malice of their adverfaries. The unthinking
part
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purt of them are apt to contra& an unreafonable averfion even to that
ecclefiaftical conftitution to which they are reprefented as enemies ; and
not only to particular perfons, but to that order of men in general, which
will be always held facred and honourable, fo long as there is reafon and
religion in the world.

‘I might mention many other corruptions common to both parties, which
naturally flow from this fource ; and might eafily thew, upon a full dif-
play of them, that this clamour, which pretends to be raifed for the fafe-
ty of religion, hasalmoft worn out the very appearance of it ; and ren-
dered us not only the moft divided, but the moft immoral people upon
the face of the earth.

W hen our nation is overflowed with fuch a deluge of impiety, it muft
be a great pleafure to find any expedient take place, that has a tendency
to recover it out of fo difmal a condition. This is one great reafon
why an honeft man may rejoice to fee an A& fo near taking effed, for
making eleftions of members to ferve in Parliament lefs frequent. 1find
my felf prevented by other writings (which have confidered the A&t now
depending, in this particular light) from expatiating upon this fubjeét
1 thall only mention two fhort pieces which I have been juft now reading,
under the following titles, Arguments about the alteration of the triennial
elections of Parliament : And, The alteration in the triennial AtF confi-
dered.

The reafons for this Law, as it is neceflary for fettling his Majefty in
his throne ; for extinguithing the fpirit of rebellion ; for procuring fo-
reign alliances ; and other advantages of the like nature ; carry a great
weight with them. But I am particularly pleafed with it, as it may com-
pofe our unnatural feuds and animofities, revive an honeft {pirit of in-
duftry in the nation, and cut off frequent occafions of brutal rage and
intemperance. In fhort, as it will make us not only a more fafe, a more
flourithing, and a more happy, but alfoa more virtuous people.
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