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IT often happens, that extirpating the love of glory, which is obferved:
to take the deepeil root in noble minds, tears up feveral virtues
with it ; and that fupprefling the defire of fame, is apt to reduce

men to a ftate af indolence and fupinenefs.. But when, without any in*
centive of vanity, a perfon of great abilities is zealous for the good of
mankind \ and as folicitous for the concealment , as the Performance of
illuftrious aftions ;. we may be fure that he has fomething more than or-
dinary in .his cornpofkion, and has a heart filled with gpodnefs and mag-
nanimity.

There is not perhaps, in all hiftory, a greater inftance of this tempet
of mind, than what appeared in that excellent perfon, whofe motto I
have placed at the head of this paper.. He had worn himfelf out in his
application to fuch ftudies as made him ufeful or ornamental to the
world , in concerting fchemes for. the welfare of his eountry , and in pro-
fecuting fuch meafures as were neceffary for making thofe fchemes eiFe*
äual : but all this was done with a view to the publick good that fhould
rife out of thefe generous endeavours, and not to the fame.which Jhould
accrue to himfelf. Let the reputation of the aäion fall where it woulds
fo his eountry reaped the benefit of it, he was fatisfiedi, . As this turn
of mind threw off in a great meafure the oppofitions of envy and -com*
petition , it enabled him to gain the molt vain-and imprafticable into his
defignsj and to bring about feveral great .events for the fafety and ad van*
tage of the publick, which . muft have died ,in. their birth, had he beea
as defirous of appearing beneficial to mankind, as of .being fo..

As he was admitted into the fecret and molt retired thoughts and
counfels of his Royal mailer King William, a great fhare in the plan of
the Proteftant Succeflion is univerfally afcribed to him. And if he did
not entirely projeft the Union of the two kingdoms, and the Bill of Ke=
gency, which feem to have beea the only methods in human policy, for
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fecuring to hs fo ineftimable a bleffing, there is none who will deny him
tohave been the chief conduäor in both thefe glorious works . For po-
fterity are obliged to allow him that praife after bis death, which he indu-
ftrioufly declined while he was living. His life indeed feems to have been
prolonged beyond its natural term, under thofe indifpofitions which hung.
upon the latter part of it, that he might have the latisfaftion of feeing the
bappy fettlement take place, which he had propofed to himfelfas the prin-
cipal end of all his publick labours. Nor was it a fmall addition to his »
happinefs, that by this means he faw thofe who had been always his moft
intimate friends, and who had concerted with him fuch meafures for the
guaranty of the Protettant fucceffion, as drew upon them the difpleafure
of men who were averfe to it, advanced to the higheft pofts of truft and '
honour under his prefent Majelty . I believe there are none of thefe Pa-
triots, who will think it a derogation from their merit to have it faid, that ;
they received many lights and advantages from their intimacy with my
Lord Somers: who had fuch a generai knowledge of affairs, and fo ten- -
der a concern for his friends , that whatever llation they were in, they
ufually applied to him for his advice in every perplexity of bufinefs, and...
in affairs of the greateft difficulty.

His life was, in every part ofit , fet off with that graceful modefty and
referve, which made his virtues more beautiful, the more they were cait
in fuch agreeable fhades.

His religion was fincere, not oftentatious ; and fuch as infpired him;
with an univerfal benevolence towards all his fellow-fubjeäs , not with:
bitternefs againit any part of them.. He fhewed his firm adherence to it .
as modelled by our national conftitution , and was conftant to its offices
of devotion , both in publick and in his family. He appeared a Champi¬
on for it with great reputation in the caufe of the feven ßiftiops, at atime
when the Church was real-ly in danger, . To which we may add, that he
held a ftricl friendlliip and correfpondence with the great Archbilhop T/V-
i^yö̂ ,being aftedby thefamelpirit ofcandor and moderation ; and moved
rather with pity than indignation towards the perfonsof thofe who diffe-..
red from him in the uneffential parts of chriltianity.

His great humanky appeared in the minuteft circumflances of his con-
verfatiön. You foundät in the benevolence of his afped , the complacen-
cy of his behaviour, and the tone of his voice. 1 His great application to
the feverer ftudies of the law, had n̂ot infecled his temper with any thing \
pofitive or litigious. He did not know what it was to wrangle on indif- -
%ent points, to triamph in the fuperiority of his underitanding , or to

be. •
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b"e fupercilious on the fide of truth . He joined the greateft delicacy of
good-breeding to the greateft ftrength of reafon. By approving the fen-
timents of a perfon, with whom he converfed , in fuch particulars as were
juft, he won him over from thofe points in which he was miftaken ; and
had fo agreeable a way of conveying knowledge , that whoever confer-
red with him grew the wifer, without perceiving that he had been in-
ftrufted . We may probably afcribe to this mafterly and engaging manner
of converfation , the great efteem which he had gained with the late
Queen , while ftie purfued thofe meafures which had carried the Britifl)
nation to the higheft pitch of glory ; notwithftanding fhe had entertained
many unreafonable prejudices againft him, before fhe was acquainted with
bis perfonal worth and behaviour.

As in his political capacity we have before feen how much he contri-
buted to the eftablifhment of the Proteftant intereft , and the good of his
native country , he was always true to thefe great ends. His cha-
rafter was uniform and confiftent with itfelf, and his whole conducl of a
piece . His principles were founded in reafon, and fupported by virtue;
and therefore did not lie at the mercy of Ambition , Avarice, or Refent-
ment . His notions were no lefs fteady and unfhaken, than juft and up-
right . In a word , he concluded his courfe among the fame well-chofen
friendftiips and alliances, with which he began it.

This great man was not more confpicuous as a Patriot and a Statef-
man, than as a perfon of univerfal knowledge and learning. As by divi-
ding his time between the publick fcenes of bufinefs, and the private re-
tirements of life, he took care to keep up both the great and good man;
fo by the fame means he accompliihed himfelf not only in the knowledge
,of men and things, but in the skill of the moft refined arts and fciences.
That unwearied diligence, which followed him through all the llages of
his life, gave him fuch a thorough inlight into the laws of the iand, that
he pafTed for one of the greateft mafters of his profeftion, at his firft ap-
pearance in it. Though he made a regulär progrefs through the feveral
honours of the long robe, he was always looked upon as one who de-
ferved a fuperior ftation to that he was pofTefted of ; tili he arrived at the
jiigheft dignity to which thofe ftudies could advance him.

He enjoyed in the higheft perfeftion two talents, which do not offen
■meet in the fame perfon, the greateft ftrength of good fenfe, and the moft
iexquifite tafte of politenefs Without the rirft, learning is but an incum-
brance ; and without the laft, is ungraceful. My Lord Somers was Ma¬
lter of thefe two qualifications in fo eminent a degree, that all the parts
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of knowledge appeared in him with fuch an additional flrength and beau-
ty, as they want in the pofleffion of others . If he delivered his opinion
of a piece of Poetry , a Statue, or a Pifture , there was fomething fo juft
and delicate in his obfervations, as naturally produced pleafure and aflent
in thofe who heard him.

Hisfolidity and elegance, improved by the readingof the fineft Authors
both of the learned and modern languages, difcovered itfelf in all his pro*
duftions . His Oratory was mafculine and perfuafive, free from every
thing trivial and affe&ed. His Ityle in writing was chafte and pure, but
at the fame time füll of fpirit and politenefs ; and fit to convey the moft
intricate bufmefs to the underftanding of the reader , with the utmoft
clearnefs and perfpicuity . And here it is to be lamented , that this ex-
traordinary perfon, out of his natural averfion to vain-glory, wrote feve-
ral pieces as well as performed feveral adtions, which he did not afTume
thehonourof : though at the fame time fo many works of this nature
have appeared, which every one has afcribed to him, that I believe no
Author of the greateft eminence would deny my Lord Somers to have
been the beft writer of the age in which he lived.

This noble Lord , for the great extent of his knowledge and capacity,
has been often compared with ' the Lord Verulam^ who had alfo been
Chancellor of England . But the conduft of thefe extraordinary perfons,
under the fame circumftances, was vaftly different . They were both im-
peached by a Houfe of Gommons. One of them, as he had given juff,
occalion for it, funk under it ; and was reduced to fuch an abjecl fubmif-
fion, as very much diminiflied the luftre of fo exalted a charafler : but
my Lord Somers was too well forti'fied in his integrity to fear the impo-
tence of an attempt upon his reputation ; and though his accufers would
gladly have dropped their impeachment , he was inftant with them for
the profecution of it, and would not let that matter reft tili it was brought
to an iffue. For the fame virtue and greatnefs of mind which gave him
a difregard of fame, made him impatient of an undeferved reproach.

There is no queüion but this wonderful man will make one of the
moft diftinguiihed figures in the hiftory of the prefent age ; but we can-
not expeft that his merk will fhine out in its proper light, fince he wrote
many things which are not publillied in his name ; was at the bottom of
many excellent Counfels, in which he did not appear ; did . offices of
friendlhip to many perfons, .who knew not from whom they were deri - ,
ved ; and performed great fervices to his country , the glory of which s
was transferred to others : In fhort, fince he made it his endeavour ra= -
ther to do worthy aäions 3, chan to ĝain an.illuftrioua.charaäer,.
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