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Prodefle quam confpic.

to take the deepeft root in noble minds, tears up feveral virtues

with it ; and that fupprefling the defire of fame, is apt to reduce
men to:a {tate of indolence and fupinenefs. But when, without any in-
centive of vanity, a perfon of great abilities is zealous for the good of
mankind ; and as folicitous for the concealment, as the performance of
illuftrious aftions ;. we may be fure that he has fomething more than or-
dinary in. his compofition, and has a heart filled with goodnefs and mag-
nanimity. 2

There is not perhaps, in all hiftory, a greater inftance of this temper
of mind, than what appeared in that excellent perfon, whofe motto I
have placed at the head of this paper. He had worn himfelf out in his
application to fuch ftudies as made him ufeful or ornamental to the
world, in concerting fchemes for the welfare of his eountry, and in pro-
{ecuting fuch: meafures as were neceflary for making: thofe fchemes. effes
&ual : bur all this was done with a view to the publick good that fhould
rife out of thefe generous. endeavours, and not to the fame which fhould
accrue to himfelf, Let the reputation of the aétion fall where it-would;
{fo his country reaped the benefit of it, he was fatisfied, = As this turn
of mind threw oft in a great meafure the oppofitions-of .envy and-com-
petition, it enabled him to gain the moft vain-and impradticable into his
" defigns, and to bring about feveral great: events.for the fafety and advan-
tage of the publick, which. mnft-have died in. their- birth,, had he beea
as defirous: of appearing beneficial to-mankind, as ef being fo.

As he was admitted into. the fecret and moft retired thoughts and
counfels of his Royal maiter King #illiam, a great thare in the plan of:
the Proteftant Succeflion is univerfally afcribed to him. And if he did
rot entirely projeét the Union of the two kingdoms, and the Bill of Re-.
gency, which {eem to have been the only methods in human policy; for

fecuring:

IT often happens, that extirpating the love of glory, which is obferved



fecuring to-us fo ineftimable a bleffing; there is none who will deny him
tohave been the chief conduétor in both thefe glorious works. For po-
fterity are obliged to allow him that praife after his death, which he indu-
ftrioufly declined while he was living. His life indeed feems to have been
prolonged beyond its narural term, under thofe indifpofitions which hung .
upon the latter part of it, that he might have the fatisfattion of feeing the
happy fettlement take place, which he had propofed to himfelf as the prin-
cipal end of all his publick labours. Nor was it a {mall addition to his-
happinefs, that by this means he faw thofe who had been always his moft
intimate friends, and who had concerted with him fuch meafures for'the
guaranty of the Proteftant fucceffion, as drew upon them the difpleafure
of men who were averfe to it, advanced to the higheft pofts of truft and
honour under his prefent Majefty. I believe there are none of thefe Pa-
triots, who will think it a derogation from their merit to have it {aid, that
they received many lights and advantages from their intimacy with my
[iord Somers: who had fuch a general knowledge of affairs, and fo ten--
der a concern for his friends, that whatever {tation they were in, they
ufually applied to him for his advice in -every perplexity of bufinefs, and
in affairs of the greateft difficulty.

His life was, in every part of it, fet off with that graceful modefty and
referve, which made his virtues more beautiful, the more they were caft
in fuch agreeable fhades.

His religion was fincere, not oftentatious; and fuch as infpired him
with an univerfal benevolence towards all his fellow-fubjeéts, not with:
bitternefs againft any part of them.. He fhewed his firm. adherence to.it
as modelled by our national conftitution, and was conftant to its offices
of devotion, both-in publick and:in his family., He appeared a champi-
on for it with great reputation irv the caufe of the feven Bifhops, at a time
when the: Church was really in danger. . To which we may add, that he
held a ftri¢t friendfhip and correfpondence with the great Archbithop 77/
lot fon, being atted by the fame {pirit of candor and moderation ; and moved
rather with-pity than indignation towards the perfons of thofe who diffe-
red from him in the uneflential parts of chriftianity.

His great humanity appeared in'the minuteft circumftances of his'con-
verfation. You found: it in the benevolence of his afpeé, the complacen-
oy of his behaviour, and the tone of his voice.: His great application to
the feverer ftudies of the law, had'not infe&ted his temper with any thing
pofitive or litigious. He did not know what it was to wrangle on indif-
ferent points, to triumph in the fuperierity of his underftanding, or to-
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be fupercilious on the fide of truth. He joined the greateft delicacy of
good-breeding to the greateft ftrength of reafon. By approving the fep-
timents of a perfon, with whom he converfed, in fuch particulars as were
juit, he won him over from thofe points in which he was miftaken; and
had fo agreeable a way of conveying knowledge, that wheever confer-
red with him grew the wifer, without perceiving that he had been in-
{trutted. 'We may probably afcribe to this mafterly and engaging manner
of converfation, the great efteem which he had gained with the late
Queen, while fhe purfued thofe meafures which had carried the Brizifh
nation to the higheft pitch of glory; notwithftanding fhe had entertained
many unreafonable prejudices againft him, before fhe was acquainted with
his perfonal worth and behavionr,

As in his political capacity we have before feen how much he contri-
buted to the eftablithment of the Proteftant intereft, and the good of his
native country, he was: always true to thefe great ends. His cha-
racter was uniform and confiftent with itfelf, and his whole condu& of a
piece. His principles were founded in reafon, and fupported by virtue;
and therefore did not lie at the mercy of Ambition, Avarice, or Refent-
ment. His notions were no lefs {teady and unfhaken, than juft and up-
right. In a word, he concluded his courfe among the fame well-chofen
friendfhips and alliances, with which he began it.

This great man was not more confpicuous as a Patriot and a Statef-
man, than as a perfon of univerfal knowledge and learning. As by divi-
ding his time between the publick fcenes of bufinefs, and the private re-
tirements of life, he took care to keep up both the great and good man;
fo by the fame means he accomplithed himfelf not only in the knowledge
of men and things, but in the skill of the moft refined arts and {ciences.
That unwearied diligence, which followed him through all the flages of
his life, gave him fuch a thorough infight into the laws of the land, that
he pafled for one of the greateit mafters of his profeifion, at his firft ap-
pearance in it. Though he made a regular progrefs through the feveral
honours of the long robe, he was always looked upon as one who de-
{erved a fuperior {tation to that he was poflefled of; till he arrived at the
higheit dignity to which thofe {tudies could advance him.

He enjoyed in the higheft perfection two talents, which do not often
meet in the fame perfon, the greateft itrength of good fenfe, and the moft
exquifite tafte of politenefs Without the firfl, learning js but an incum-
brance; and without the laft, is ungraceful. My Lord Somers was Ma-
fter of thefe two qualifications in fo eminent a degree, that all the par[}
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of knowledge appeared in him with fuch an additional {trength and beau-
ty, as they want in the poffeflion of others. If he delivered his opinion
of a picce of Poetry, a Statue, or a Picture, there was fomething fo juft
and delicate in his obfervations, as naturally produced pleafure and aflent
in thofe who heard him.

His folidity and elegance, improved by the reading of the fineft Authors
both of the learned and modern languages, difcovered itfelf in all his pro-
du@ions. His Oratory was mafculine and perfuafive, free from every
thing trivial and affeéted. His ftyle in writing was chafte and pure, but
at the fame time full of fpirit and politenefs; and fit to convey the moft
intricate bufinefs to the underftanding of the reader, with the utmoft
clearnefs and perfpicuity.. And here itis to be lamented, that this ex-
traordinary perfon, out of his natural averfion to vain-glory, wrote feve-
ral pieces as well as performed feveral actions, which he did not aflume
the honour of : though at the fame time fo many works of this nature
have appeared, which every one has afcribed. to him, that [ believe no
Author-of the greateft eminence would deny my Lord Somers to have

een the beft writer of the age in which he lived.

This noble Lord, for the great extent of his knowledge and capacity,
has been often compared ‘with' the Lord Ferulam, who had alfo been
Chancellor of England. But the conduét of thefe extraordinary perfons,
under the fame. circumftances, was vaftly different. They were both im-
peached by a Houfe of Commons. One of them, as he had given juit
occafion for it, funk under it; and was reduced to fuch an abject fubmif-
fion, as very much diminithed the lufire of fo exalted a charater: but
my L.ord Somers was too well fortified in his integrity to fear the impo-
tence of an attempt upon his reputation; and though his accufers would
gladly bave dropped their impeachment, he was inftant with them for
the profecution of it,and would not let that matter reft till it was brought
toan illue. For the fame virtue and greatnefs of mind which gave him
a difregard of fame, made him impatient of an undeferved reproach.

There is no queftion but this wonderful ‘man will make one of the
moft diftinguifhed figures in the hiftory of the prefent age; but we can-
not t-:s:_pcti: that his merit will thine out in its proper light, fince he wrote
many things which are not publifhed in his name; was at the bottom of
many excellent Counfels, in which he did not appear; did. offices of
friend(hip to many perfons, who knew not from whom they were deri-
ved; and performed great fervices to his country, the glory of which :
was transferred to others: In fhort, fince he made it his endeavour ra=.-
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ther to do worthy a&ions, than to gain an illuftrious characier.
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