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during the late diftra&ions, he has done fo much for the advantage of our
trade, when we could not realonably expeét he fhould have been able
to do. any thing.

N° 43.  Friday, May 1.

T . 2 g i

Hoc fonte dermvata clades
In patriam populumque fluxa, Hor:

N E would wonder How any perfon endowed with the ordinary
principles of prudence and humanity, fhould defire to be King of
- @ country, in which the eftablithed religion is diretly oppofite ta
that which he himfelf profeffes. Were it poflible for-fuch a one to ac-
complith his defigns, his own reafon muft tell him, there could not bea
more uneafy Prince, nor a more unhappy people. But how it can en-
ter into the wifhes of any private perfons to be the fubjedts of a man,
whofe-faith obliges him to-ufe the moft effectual’ means for extirpating -
their religion, is altogether incomprehenfible, but upon the fuppofition
that whatever principles they feem to adhere to; their interefl, ambition,
or revenge, is much more aétive and predominant in. their minds, thaa
the love of their country, or of its national worfhip.-

I have never heard of any particular benefit; which either-the Presen~
der himfelf, or the favourers.of his caufe, could promife to the Bririfh
nation from the fuccefs of his pretenfions;. though the evils which would
arife from it, are numberlefs and evident. Thefe men content themfelves
with one general affertion, which oftenappearsin their writings, and their
difcourfe; That the kingdom will never be quiet till he is upon the
throne. If by this pofition is meant, that thofe will never be quiet who
would endeavour to place him there, it may poflibly have fome. truth
in it; tho’ we hope even thefe will be reduced to: their. obe-
dience by the care of their-fafety, if not by the fenfe of their
duty. But on the other fide, how. ineffectual - would - this. {trange
expedient be,, for-effablifhing the publick quiet and tranquillity, fhould it

ever
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ever take place! for, by way ef argument, we may fuppofe impoflibili-
ties. Would that party of men which comprehends the moft wealthy,
and the moit valiant of the kingdom, and which, were the caufe put to
a tryal, would undoubtedly appear the moft numerous, (for I am far from
thinking all thofe who are ditlinguifhed by the name of Zories, to be fa-
vourers of the Pretender) can we, 1 fay, {uppofe thefe men would live
quiet undera reign w hich they have hitherto oppofed, and from which
they apprehend fucha manifelt deftruétion to their country? Can we fup--
pofe our prefent Royal Family, who are fo powerful in foreign domi--
nions, o ftrong in their relations and alliances,.and fo univerfally {fupport-
ed by the Proteftant intereft of Eurépe, would continue quiet, and not
make vigorous and repeated attempts for the recovery of their right,
fhould it ever be wreited out of their hands? Can we imagine that our
Britifb Clergy would be quiet under a Prince, who is zealous for his
religion, and obliged by it ro fubvert thofe . doétrines, which it is their
duty to defend and propagate® Nay, would any of thofe men. themf{elves,
who are the champions of this defperate caufe, .unlefs fuch ef them as
are profefled Roman-Catholicks, or difpofed. to be fo, live quiet under
a government which at the beil would. make ufe of all indire¢t methods
in favour of a religion, that is inconfiftent wirh our laws and liberiies; and
would impofe on us fuch a,yoke, as neither we nor our fathers were
able to bear? All the quiet that could be expetted from fuch a reign,
muft be the refult of abfolute power on the one hand, and a defpicable
flavery on the other: and I believe every reafonable man will be of the
Roman hiftorian’s opinion, that a difturbed liberty is better than a quiet
fervitude.

There is not indeed ‘a greater abfurdity than to imagine the quict of a
nation can arife from an eitablifhment, in which the King would be of
one communion, andthe people of another; efpecially when the religion
of the Sovereign carries in it the utmoft malignity to that of the fubject.
If ‘any of ‘out Englifb Monarchs might bave hoped to reign quietly under
fuch ‘circumftances, it would have been King .( barles the Seeond, who
was received with all the joy and good-will that are natural to a people,
newly refcued from atyranny which had long opprefled them in feveral
fhapes. But this Monarch was too wife to own: him{elf a Roman-Catho-
lick, even in that junéture of time; or to imagine it practicable for an
avowed Popith Prince to govern a Proteftant people. His brother tried
the experiment, and every one knows the fuccefs of it..
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As Speculations are beft fupported by faéts,”I fhall add to thefe do-
meflick examples one or two parallel inftances out of the Swedz/b hiftory,
which may be fufficient to fhew us, that a {cheme of government is im-
practicable in which the head does not agree with the body, in that point,
which is of the greateft concern to reafonable creatures. Sweden is the
only Proteftant kingdom in Ewrgpe befides this of Grear Britain, which
has had the misfortune to fee Popith Princes upon the throne; and we
find that they behaved themfelves as we did, and as it is natural for men
to do, upon the fame occafion. Their King Sigifmend having, contrary
to the inclinations of his people, endeavoured by feveral clandeitine me-
thods to promote the Romar Catholick religion among his fubjedts, and
fhewn feveral marks of favour to their Priefts and Jeluits, was, after a
very fhort reign, depofed by the' States of that kingdom, being repre-
fented as one who could neither be held by oaths nor promifes, and over-
ruled by the influence of his religion, which difpenfes with the violati-
on of the moft facred engagements that are oppofite to its interefts. The
States, to thew farther their apprehenfions of Popery, and how incom-
patible they thought the principles of the church of Reme in a Sovereign
were with thofe of the reformed religion in his fubjeds, agreed that his
fon fhould fucceed to the throne, provided he were brought up a Pro-
teftant. This the father feemingly complyed with; but afterwards refu-
fing to give him fuch an education, the fon was likewife fet afide, and
for ever excluded from that fucceflion. The famous Queen Chriffina,
daughter to the Great Guflavus, was fo fenfible of thofe troubles which
would accrue both to her {elf and her people, fhould fhe avow the Ro-
man-Catholick religion while fhe was upon the throne of Sweden; that
fhe did not make an open profeflion of that faith, till fhe had refigned
her Crown, and was a&ually upon her journey to Rome.

In fhort, if there be any political maxim, which may be depended up-
on as fure and infallible, this is one; That it is impoffible for a nation to
be happy, where a people of the reformed religion are governed by a
King that is a Papift. Were he indeed only a nominal Roman-Catholick,
there might be a poffibility of peace and quiet under fuch a reign; but
if he is fincere in the principles of his church, he muilt treat heretical
fubjets as that church direéts him, and knows very well, that he ceafes
to be religious, when he ceafes to be a perfecutor.

Monday,
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