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N° 44.  Monday, May 21.

Multaque preterea variarum monfira ferarum

Centanrt 1n forsbus flabulant, [cylleque biformes,

Er centum-geminus Briaveus, ac bellua Lerne

Horvendum flridens, flammifque armata Chimera,
Gorgones, Harpyieque, et forma tricorporss umbre.
Correpit bic fubita trepidus formidine ferrum

Aneas, firiflamque aciem vensentibus offers.

Et, ni dofla comes tenues fine corpore vitas

Admoneat voltare cava fub imagine forme,

Irruat, et fraflra ferro dwerberes umbras. Virg.

S 1 was laft Friday taking a walk in the Park, Ifaw a country Gen-
A tleman at the fide of Refamond’s pond, pulling a handful of oats

out of his pocket, and with a great deal of pleafure, gathering
the Ducks about him. Upon my coming up to him, who fhould it be
but my friend the Fox-hunter, whom I gave {ome account of in my
twenty fecond paper! T immediately joined him, and partook of his di-
verfion, till he had not an oatlefrinhis pocket. We then made the tour of
the park together, when after having entertained me with the delcription
of a Decoy-pond that lay near his feat in the country, and of a Meeting-
houfe that was going to be re-built in a neighbouring market-town, he
gave me 2n account of fome very odd adventures which he had met with
that morning; and which I fhall lay together in a fhort and faithful hi-
ftory, as well as my memory will give me leave.

My friend, who has a natural averfion to London, would never have
come up, had not he been fubpanaed to it, as he told me, in order 1o
give his teftimony for one of the rebels, whom he knew to be a very
fair fports-man. Having travelled all night, to avoid the inconveniencies of
duft and heat, he arrived with his guide, a little after break of day, at
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"fm: ing-crofs; where, to his great {urprize, he faw a running footman
carried in a chair, followed by a water-man in the fame kind of vehicle.
He was wondering at the extravagance of their Mafters, that furnifhed
th'cm with fuch drefles and mcomnwdations, when on a fudden he be.

1cld a chimney-fweeper, conveyed after the fame manmer, with three
foo[mununnmg before him. During his progrefs through the Strand,
“fe met with feveral other figures no lefs wonderful and fmprump See-
inga great many in-rich morning-gowns, he was amazed to find that per-
{fons of (Jl:t.llt}f were up fo early: and was no lefs aftonifhed to fee many
Lawyers in their bar-gowns, when he knew by his Almanack the Term
was ended. As he was extremely puzzled and confounded in himfelf
what all this fhould mean, a Hackney-coach chancing to pafs by him, four
Batts popped out their heads all at once, which very much frighted both
him and his horfe. My friend, who always takes care to cure his horfe
of fuch ftarting fits, {fpurred him up to the very fide .of the coach, to
the no fmall diverfion of the Batfs; who, feeing him with his long whip,
horfe-hair perriwig, Jockey belt, and coat without fleeves, fancied him m
be one of the h411q11e1 aders on horfeback, and received him with a loud
peal of laughter. His mind being full of idle ftories, which are {pread
up and down the nation by the difaffected, he immediately concluded that
all the perfons he faw in thefe ftrange habits were for eigners, and con-
ceived a great indignation again{k them, for pretending to laugh at an
Luglijb Country-gentleman. But he foon recovered out of his error, by
hearing the voices of feveral of them, and particulatly of a {hepherdefs
quarrelling with her coachman, and threatning to break his bones in very
intelligible Engli/b, though with a mafculine tone. His aftonithment fil
increaled upon him, to {ee a continued proceflion of Harlequins, Scara-
mouches; Punchinelio’s, and a thoufand other merry drefles, by which
people of Quality diftinguith their wit from that of the vulgar.

Being now advanced as far as Somer/fet-honfe, and obferving it to be
the great hive whence this {warm of Chimeras iflued forth from time to
time, my friend took his {tation among a clufler of mob, who were mak-

g themfelves merry with their betters. The firft that came ont was a
very venerable matron, with a nofe and chin, that were within a very
little of rouching one another. My friend, at the firlt view fancying her
to be an old woman of Quality, out of his good breeding put off his
hat to her, when the perfon pul!mg off her quque, to his great furprize
appeared a {mock-faced young fellow. . His attention was foon taken off
from this object, and turned to another that had very hollow eyes and a
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wrinkled face, which flourifhed in all the bloom of fifteen. The white-
nefs of the lilly was blended in it with the blufh of the rofe. He mi-
fiook it fora very whimfical kind of mafque; but upon a nearer view
he found that fhe held her vizard in her hand, and that what he faw
was only her natural countenance, touched up with the ufual improve-
ments of an aged Coquette.

The next who fhewed her felf was a female Quaker, fo very pretty,
that he could not forbear licking his lips, and faying to the mob about
him, 7 is ten thoufand pities fbe is not a church-woman.  The Quaker
was followed by half a dozen Nuns, who filed off one after another up
Catharine-fireet, 1o their refpeétive convents in Drury-lane.

The *Squire obferving the precifenefs of cheir drefs, began now to
imagine after all, that this was a neft of fearies; for he had often heard
that the town was full of them. He was confirmed in this opinion upon
feeing a Conjurer, whom he guefled to be the Holder-forth. However,
to fatisfie himfelf he asked a Porter, who ftood next him, what religion
thefe people were of? The Porter replied, They are of no religion; it
is & Mafquerade. Upon that, fays my friend, I began to fmoke that they
were a parcel of mummers; and being himfelf one of the Quorum in his
own County, could not but wonder that none of the Middlefex Juftices
took care to lay fome of them by the heels. He was the more provo-
ked in the {pirit of Magiftracy, upon difcovering two very unfeemly ob-
jeéts: the firft was a Judge, who rapped out a great oath at his footman ;
and the other a big-bellied woman, who upon taking a leap into the coach,
mifcarried of a cufhion. What ftill gave him greater offence was a drunk-
en Bifhop, who reeled from one fide of the Court to the other, and was
very {weet upon an Iwdian Queen. But his Worthip, in the midft of
his aufterity, was mollified at the fight ofa very lovely milk-maid, whom
he began to regard with an eye of mercy, and conceived a particular af-
fetion for her, until he found, to his great amazement, that the {tan-
ders-by fufpected her to be a Dutchefs,

I muft not conclude this narrative without mentioning one difafter
which happened to my friend on this occafion. Having for his better
convenience difmounted, and mixed among the crowd, he found, upon
his arrival at the Inn, that he had loft his purfe and his almanack.
And though it is no wonder fuch a trick fhould be played him by
fome of the curious fpe@ators, he cannot beat it out of his head,
but that it was a Cardinal who picked his pocket, and that this Cardi-
nal was a Presbyterian in difguife.

Vou. 1V. Uuu Friday,
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