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N° 45. Fridayi May25.

Wtm'ium nfus pret 'mm eß ß probhatis tmpendio conßat. Quintil.

IHave lately read, with much pleafure, the EfTays upon feveral fubjefts
publiihed by Sir Richard Blackmore; and though I agree with him
in many of his excellent obfervations, I cannot but take that reafona-

ble freedom, which he himfelf makes ufe of with regard to other writers,
to diflent from him in fome few particulars. In his refleftions upon
works of wit and humour,. he obferves how unequal they are to combat
vice and folly; and leems to think, that the fineit rallery and fatyr,.
though dire&ed by thefe generous views, never reclaimed one vicious
man, or made one fool depart from his folly.

TMs is a pofition very hard to be contradifted, becaufe no Author
knows the number or names of his converts. As for the Tatlers and
SpeBatorsin particular, which are obliged to this ingenious and ufeful
Author for the charafter he has given of them, they were fo generally
difperfed in fingle fheets, and have fince been printed in fo great num-
bers,, that it is to be hoped they have made fome profelytes to the inte-
refts, if not to the praftice of wifdom and virtue, among fuch a multi¬
Jude of Readers.

I need not remind this learned Gentleman* that Socrateŝ who was the
greateft propagator of morality in the heathen world, and a martyr for
the unity of the Godhead, was fo famous for the exercife of this talent
among the politeft people of antiquity, that he gainedthe name.of (qv% <**)
the DrolL

There are very good effe&s which vifibly arofe from the above-men-
tioned Performances, and others of the like nature; as, in the tirlt place3
they diverted rallery from improper obje£ts, and gavea new turn to ri-
dicule, which for many years had been exerted on perfons and things of
a facred and ferious nature. They endeavoured to make mirth inllru-
äive , and if they failed in this great end, they muit be allowed at leaß,
to have. made it innocent, If wit and humour begin again to relapfe in-

to
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to their former licentioufnefs, they can never hope for approbation frora
thofe who know that rallery is ufelefs when it has no moral under it,

and pernicious when it attacks any thing that is either unblameable or

praife-worthy . To this we may add, what has been commonly obferved,
that it is not difficult to be merry on the fide of vice, as ferious objefts

are the moft capable of ridicule ; as the party, which naturally favours
fuch a mirth , is the moft numerous ; and as there are the moft ftanding

jefts and patterns for imitation in this kind of writing.
In the next place : fuch produftions of wit and humour , as have a ten-

dency to expofe vice and folly, furnifh ufeful diverfions to all kinds of
Readers . The good, or prudent man may, by thefe means, be diverted,
without prejudice to his difcretion , or morality. Rallery, under fuch re-

gulations, unbends the mind from ferious ftudies and feverer contempla-
tions, without throwing it off from its proper byafs. It carries on the

fame defign that is promoted by Authors of a graver turn , and only does
it in another manner. It alfo awakens refleöion in thofe who are the

moft indifferent in the caufe of virtue or knowledge, by fetting hefore

them the abfurdity of fuch praftices as are generally unobferved , by rea-
fon of their being common or fafhionable : nay, it fometimes catches the
diifolute and abandoned before they are aware of it ; who are often be-

trayed to laugh at themfelves, and upon refleftion find, that they are
merry at their own expence . I might farther take notiee, that by enfier-
tainments of this kind , a man may be chearful in folitude, and not be

forced to feek for Company every time he has a mind to be merry.
The laft advantage I fhall mention from compofitions of this natures

when thus reitrained , is, that they Ihew wifdom and virtue are far from

being inconfiftent with politenefs and good humour . They make mora¬
lity appear amiable to people of gay difpofitions, and refutc the common
objeäion againft religiqn, which reprefents it as only fit for gloomy and
melancholy tempers. It was the motto of a Bifhop very eminent for his

piety and good works in King Charles the Second's reign, Infervi T>eo
et latare , Serve God and be cheerful. Thofe therefore who fupply the
world with fuch entertainments of mirth as are inftruclive, or at leaft

harmlefs, may be thought to deferve well of mankind ; to which I fhall

only add, that they retrieve the honour of polite learning, and anfwer
thofe fower enthufiafts who affefl: to ftigmatize the fineft and moft elegant
Authors , both ancient and modern , (which they have never read ) as

dangerous to religion, and deftruäive of all found and faving knowledge.

Uuui Our
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Our nation are fuch lovers of mirth and humour , that it is impoffible

for detached papers, which come out on Itated days, either to have a ge-
neral run, or long continuance, if they are not diverfified, and enlivened
from time to time, with fubje&s and thoughts, accommodated to this
talte, which fo prevails among our countrymen . No periodical Author,
who always maintains his gravity, and does not fometimes facrifke to the
Graces, muß expeft to keep in vogue for any confiderable time . Poli-
tical Speculations in particular, however jufl; and important , are of fo
dry and auftere a nature , that they will not go down with the publick
without frequent feafonings of this kind . The work may be well per-
formed , but will never take, if it is not fet off with proper fcenes and
decorations . A mere politician is but a dull companion, and, if he is
always wife, is in great danger of being tirefome or ridiculous.

Befides, papers of entertainment are neceflary to increafe the number
of Readers , efpecially among thofe of different notions and principles ;
who by this means may be betrayed to give you a fair hearing, and to
know what you have to fay for your felf. I might likewife obferve,
that in all political wricings there is fomething that grates upon the mind
of the molt candid Reader , in opinions which are not conformable to
his own way of thinking ; and that the harflinefs of reafoning is not a
little foftened and fmoothed by the infufions of mirth and pleafantry.

Political Speculations do likewife furnifli us with feveral objefts that
may very innocently be ridiculed , and which are regarded as fuch by men
of fenfe in all parties ; of this kind are the paffions of our Statefwomen,
and the reafonings of our Fox-hunters.

A writer who makes Farne the chief end of his endeavours, and would
be more defirous of pleafing than of improving his Readers , might find
an inexhauftible fund of mirth in politicks. Scandal and fatyr are never-
failing gratifications to the publick. Detraftion and obloquy are received
with as much eagernefs as wit and humour . Should a writer fmgle out
particular perfons, or point his rallery at any order of men, who by their
profelfion ought to be exempt from it ; ßiould he flander the innocent,
or fatyrize the miferable; or fliould he, even on the proper fubjeets of
deri 'ion, give the füll play to his mirth, without regard to decency and
good manners ; he might be fure of pleafing a great part of his Readers,
but muß be a very ül man, if by fuch a proceeding he could pleafe him-felf.

Monday<>


	Seite 522
	Seite 523
	Seite 524

