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—— _male nominatis
Parcite verbis:
Hic dies, vere mib: feflus, atras
Eiximet curas 5 ego nec tumultum
Nec mor: per vim metuam, tenente
Cefare terras. Hor.

HE ufual falutation to a man upon his birth-day among the an-

cient Romans was Multos et felices ; in which they wifhed him

many happy returns of it. 'When Auguffus celebrated the fecular
year, which was kept but once in a century, and received the congratu-
lations of his people on that account, an eminent Court-wit faluted him
in the birth-day form (Multos et fwelices) which isrecorded as a beauti-
ful turn of compliment, exprefling a defire that he might enjoy a happy
life of many hundreds of years. This falutation cannot be taxed with
flattery, fince it was dire¢ted to a Prince, of whom it is faid by a
great hiftorian, It had been happy for Rome, if be bad never been born,
or if he had never died. Had he never been born, Rome would, in all
probability, have recovered its former liberty : had he never died, it
would have been more happy under his government, than it could have
been in the pofieflion of its ancient freedom.

It is our good fortune that our Soveraign whofe nativity is celebrated
on this day, gives us a profpe&, which the Romans wanted under the
reign of their Auguffus, of his being fucceeded by an heir, both to his
virtues and his dominions. In the mean time it happens very luckily,
for the eftablifhinent of a new race of Kings upon the Brit#/b throne,
that the firft of this Royal line has all thofe high qualifications which are
neceflary to fix the crown upon his own head, and to tran{mit it to his
poiterity. We may indeed obferve, that every feries of Kings who have
kept up the fucceflion in their refpecive families, in fpite of all pr?en—
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fions and oppofitions formed again{t them, has been headed by Princes
famous for valour and wifdom. [ need only mention the names of #iL
liam the Congueror, Henry the Second, Henry the Fourth, Edward the
Fourth, and Henry the Seventh. As for King james the Firft, the
Founder of the Szuart race, had he been as well turned for the camp,
as the cabinet, and not confined all his views to the peace and tranquillity
of his ewn reign, his fon had not been involved in fuch fatal troubles and
confufions.

Were an honeft Briton to wilh for a Soveraign, who in the prefent fi-
tuation of affairs would be moft capable of advancing our national hap-
pinefs, what could he defire more than a Prince mature in wifdom and
experience ; renowned for his valour and refolution ; fuccefstul and for-
tunate in his undertakings; zealous for the reformed religion ; related or
allied to all the moft confiderable Proteftant powers of Eurape ; and blef-
fed with a numerous Iffue! A failure in any one of thefe particulars has
been the caufe of infinite calamities to the Britz/b nation; but when they
all thus happily concur in the fame perfon, they are as much as can be
fuggefted, even by our withes, for making us a happy people, fo far as
the qualifications of a Monarch can contribute to it.

I thall not attempt a charatter of his prefent Majefty, having already
given an imperfe& sketch of it in my fecond paper ; but fhall chufe ra-
ther to obferve that cruel treatment which this excellent Prince has met
with from the tongues and pens of fome of his difaifected fubjeéts. The
bafenefs, ingratitude, and injuftice of which pratice will appear to us,
if we confider,

Ficft, that it refle@s higlily upon the good fenfe of the Britifb nation,
who do not know how to fet a juit value upon a Prince, whofe virtues
have gained him the univerfal elleem of foreign countries. Thofe Poten-
tates who, as fome may fuppofe, do not wifth well to his affairs, have
fhewn the greateft refpe& to his perfonal charafter, and teflified their
readinefs to enter into fuch friendfhips and alliances as may be advanta-
geous to his people. The northern Kings folicite him with impatience
to come among them, as the only perfon capable of fettling the feveral
claims and pretenfions, which have produced fuch unfpeakable calamities
in that part of the world. Two of the moft remote and formidable
powers of Eurgpe have entertained thoughts of fubmitting their difputes
to his arbitration. Every one knows his ancient fubjefts had fuch a long
experience of his foveraign virtues, that at his departure from them his
whole people were in tears ; which were anfiwered with all thofe fenti-
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ments of humanity, that arife in the heart of a good Prince on fo moving
an occafion. W hat a figure therefore muit we make among mankind, if
we are the only people of Ewurope who derogate from his merit, that may
be made happy by it! and, if ina kingdom which is grown glorious by
the reputation of fuch a Soveraign, there are multitudes who would en-
deavour to lefien and undervalue it.

In the next place ;. fuch a treatment from any part of our fellow-fub-
je@s, is by no means anfwerable to what we receive from his Majefty.
His love and regard for our conflitution is {o remarkable, . that, as we
are told by thofe whofe office it is to lay the bufinefs of the nation before
him, it is his firft queftion, upon any matter of the leaft doubt or difficul-
ty, whether it be in every point according to the laws of the land ¢ He
is eafy of accefs to thofe who defire it, and is fo gracious in his behaviour
and condefcenfion on fuch occafions, that none of his fubjeéts retire from
his prefence without the greateft idea of his wildom and goodnefs. His
continued application to fuch publick affairs as may conduce to the bene-
fit of his Kingdoms, diverts him from thofe pleafures and entertainments
which may be indulged by perfons in a lower {tation, and are purf{ued
with eagernefs by Princes who have not the care of the publick fo much
at heart, ‘The léaft return, which we can make to fuch a Soveraign, is
that tribute which is always paid by honeft men, and is always acceptable
to great minds, the praife and approbation that are due to a virtuous and
noble charaéter. Common decency forbids opprobrious language, even
to a bad Prince; and common juitice will exaét from us, towards a good
Prince, the fame benevolence and humanity with which he treats his {ub-
jeéts. Thofe who are influenced by duty and gratitude, will rife much
higher in all the expreflions of affection and refpeét, and think they can
never do too much to advance the glory of a Soveraign, who takes fo
much pains to advance their happinefs.

When we have a King, who has gained the reputation of the moft un-
blemithed probity and honour, and has been famed, through the whole
courfe of his lifé, for an inviolable adherence to his promiies, we may
acquiefce (after his many folemn Declarations) in all thofe meafures
which it is impoflible for us to judge rightly of, unlefs we were let into
fuch {chemes of council and intelligence as produce them ; and therefore
we {hould rather wrn our thoughts upon the reafonablenefs of his pro-
ceedings, than bufy our felves to form objeétions againft them. ‘T'he
confideration of his Majelty’s cl + fhould at all times fupprefs our
cenfure .of his conduét :. and fince we have never yet feen,. or heard of
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any falfe fteps in his behaviour, we ought in juftice to think, that he
governs himfelf by his ufual rules of wifdom and honour, until we
difcover fomething to the contrary.

Thefe confiderations ought to reconcile to his Majefty the hearts and
tongues of all his people : But as for thofe who are the obftinate, irreclai-
mable, profeflfed enemies to our prefent eftablithment, we muft expe&
their calumnies will not only continue, but rife againft him in proportion
as he purfues fuch meafures as are likely to prove fuccefsful, and ought
to recommend him to his people.

N° 47. Friday, Sfune 1.

--------- ceffit furor, et rabida ora quieramt, Virg.

Queftion not but moft of my readers will be very well pleafed to

hear, that my friend the fox-hunter, of whofe-arrival in town I gave

notice in my forty fourth paper, is become a convert to the prefent
eftablilhment, and a good fubjeét to King Gesrge. The motives to his
converfion fhall be the fubjeét of this paper, as they may be of ufe to o-
ther perfons who labour under thofe prejudices and prepofleflions, which
hung fo long upon the mind of my worthy friend. Thefe I had an op-
portunity of learning the other day, when, at his requeft, we took a
ramble together to fee the curiofities of this great town.

The firlt circumitance, as he ingenuoufly confeffed to me (while we
were 1in the coach together) which helped to difabufe him, was feeing
King Charles 1. on horfeback, at Charing-Crofi; for he was fure that
Prince could never have kept his feat there; had the flories been true he
had heard in the country, that forty ene was come abour again.

He owned to me that he looked with horror on the new Church that
is half built in the 8trand, astaking it at firft fight to be half demolifhed:
But upon enquiring of the workmen, was agreeably furprized to find, that
inftead of pulling it down, they were building it up; and that fifty more
were raifing in other parts of the town.

To
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