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any falfe fteps in his behaviour, we ought in juftice to think, that he
governs himfelf by his ufual rules of wifdom and honour, until we
difcover fomething to the contrary.

Thefe confiderations ought to reconcile to his Majefty the hearts and
tongues of all his people : But as for thofe who are the obftinate, irreclai-
mable, profeflfed enemies to our prefent eftablithment, we muft expe&
their calumnies will not only continue, but rife againft him in proportion
as he purfues fuch meafures as are likely to prove fuccefsful, and ought
to recommend him to his people.

N° 47. Friday, Sfune 1.

--------- ceffit furor, et rabida ora quieramt, Virg.

Queftion not but moft of my readers will be very well pleafed to

hear, that my friend the fox-hunter, of whofe-arrival in town I gave

notice in my forty fourth paper, is become a convert to the prefent
eftablilhment, and a good fubjeét to King Gesrge. The motives to his
converfion fhall be the fubjeét of this paper, as they may be of ufe to o-
ther perfons who labour under thofe prejudices and prepofleflions, which
hung fo long upon the mind of my worthy friend. Thefe I had an op-
portunity of learning the other day, when, at his requeft, we took a
ramble together to fee the curiofities of this great town.

The firlt circumitance, as he ingenuoufly confeffed to me (while we
were 1in the coach together) which helped to difabufe him, was feeing
King Charles 1. on horfeback, at Charing-Crofi; for he was fure that
Prince could never have kept his feat there; had the flories been true he
had heard in the country, that forty ene was come abour again.

He owned to me that he looked with horror on the new Church that
is half built in the 8trand, astaking it at firft fight to be half demolifhed:
But upon enquiring of the workmen, was agreeably furprized to find, that
inftead of pulling it down, they were building it up; and that fifty more
were raifing in other parts of the town.

To

——
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To thefe I muft add a third circumftance, which I find had no fmall
fhare in my friend’s converfion. Since his coming to town, he chanced
to look into the Church of St, Pawl, about the middle of fermon-time,
where having firft examined the dome, to fee if it ftood fafe, (for the
fcrew-plot ftill ran in his head) he obferved, that the Lord-mayor, Alder-
men, and city-fword were a part of the congregation. This fight had
the more weight with him, as by good luck not above two of that vene-
rable body were fallen a-fleep.

This difcourfe held us till we came to the Tower; for our firft vifit
wasto the Lions. My friend, whohad agreat deal of ralk with their keeper,
enquired very much after their health,and whether none of them had fallen
fick upon the taking of Perzh, and the flight of the Prefender ? and hear-
ing they were never better in their lives, I found he was extreamly
ftartled - for he had learned from his cradle, that the Lions in the to-
wer were the beft judges of the title of our Britifh Kings, and always
{ympathized with our foveraigns.

After having here fatiated our curiofity, we repaired to the Monument,
where my fellow-traveller, beinga well-breathed man, mounted the afcent
with much fpeed and activity. I was forced to halt fo often in this per-
pendicular march, that, upon my joining him on the top of the pillar, I
found he had counted all the fteeples and towers which were difcernable
from this advantageous fituation, and was -endeavouring to compute the
number of acresthey ftood upon. We were both of us very well pleafed with
this part of the profpeét; but I found he caft an evil eye upon feveral
ware-houfes, and other buildings, that looked like barns, and feemed ca-
pable of receiving great multitudes of people. His heart mifgave him
that thefe were fo many meeting-houfes, but, upon communicating his
fufpicions to me, I{oon made him eafy in this particular.

We then turned our eyes upon the river, which gave me an occafion
to infpire him with fome favourable thoughts of trade and merchandife,
that had filled the 7hames with fuch crowds of fhips, and covered the
thore with fuch fwarms of people.

We defcended very leifurely, my friend being' careful to count the
fteps, which he regiftred in a blank leaf of his new almanack. Upon our
coming to the bottom, obferving an Engli/h infcription upon the bafis,
he read it over feveral times, and told me he could fcarce believe his own
eyes, for thathe had often heard from an old Attorney,who lived near him
in the country, that it was the Presbyterians who burned down the city ;
whereas, {ays he, this pillar pofitively affirms in fo many words, that zhe

Vou. IV, XXX burning




530 Tbe FREE-HOLDER. N°47.

burning of this ancient city was begun and carried on by the treachery
and malice of the popifb faition, in order to the carrying on their horrid
plot for extirpating the Proteflant religion, and old Englith liberty, and
introducing popery and flavery. ‘This account, which he looked upon to
be more authentick, thanif it had been in print, I found, made a very
great impreflion upon him.

We now took coach again, and made the beft of our way for the Royel
Exchange, though I found he did not much care to venture himfelf in-
tothe throng of that place; forhe told mehehad heard they were, general-
ly {peaking, Republicans, and was afraid of having his pocket picked a-
mongft them. But he foon conceived a better opinion of them, when
he {pied the ftatue of King Charles 11 ftanding up in the middle of the
crowd, and moft of the Kings in Bake?’s chronicle ranged in order over
their heads; from whence he very juftly concluded, that an antimonar-
chical affembly could never chufe fuch a place to meet in once a day.

To continue this good difpofition in my friend, after a fhort ftay at
Stocks Market, we drove away dire®ly for the Menfe, where he was
not a little edified with the fight of thofe fine fets of horfes which have
been brought over from Hanover, and with the care that is taken of them.
He made many good remarks upon this occafion, and was fo pleafed with
his company, that I had much ado to get him out of the ftable.

In our progrefs to St. Fames's Park (for that was the end of our jour-
ney) he took notice, with great fatisfattion, that, contrary to his intel-
ligence in the country, the thops were all open and full of bulinefs ; that
the foldiers walked civilly in the ftreets; that Clergymen, inftead of be-
ing affronted, had generally the wall given them; and that he had heard
the bells ring to prayers from morning to night, in fome part of the
town or another.

As he was full of thefe honeft refle@ions, it happened very luckily for
us that one of the King’s coaches pafled by with with the three young
Princefes in it, whom by an accidental ftop we had an opportunity of
furveying for fome time: my friend was ravithed with the beauty, inno-
cence, and {weetnefs, that appeared in all their faces. He declared fe-
veral times that they were the fineft children he had ever feen in all his
fife; and affured me’that, before this fight, if any one had told him it had
been poffible for three fuch pretty children to have been born out of
England, he thould never have believed them.

We were now walking together in the park, and as it is ufual for men

who are naturally wagm and heady, to be tranfported with the greatelt
flufh
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fluth of good-nature when they are once {weetned; he owned to me ve-
ry frankly, he had been much impofed upon by thofe falfe accounts of
things he had heard in the country; and that he would make it his bufi-
nefs, upon his return thitber, to fet his neighbours right, and give them
a more juft notion of the prefent ftate of affairs.

W hat confirm’d my friend in this excellent temper of mind, and gave
bim an inexpreflible fatisfattion, was a meflage he received, as we were
walking together, from the prifoner, for whom he had given his tefli-
mony in his late tryal. This perfon having been condemned for his part
in the late rebellion, fent him word that his Majefty had been gracioufly
pleafed to reprieve him, with {everal of his friends, in order, as it was
thought, to give them their lives; and that he hoped before he went out
of town they fhould have a cheerful meeting, and drink health and pro-
fperity to King George.

N° 48.  Monday, June 4.

Tu tamen, [i habes aliguam [pem de Republica; [ive defperas; ea
para, meditare, cogita, que €ffe in eo crve ac viro debent,
qui fit Rempublicam affiitam et oppreflam miferis tempo-
vibus ac perditis moribus in veterem dignitatems ac liber
tatem vindicaturis. Cicer.

who, out of a love to their King and country, defire rather to be

ufeful to the publick, than eafy to themfelves. When a man is

pofted in fuch a {tation, whatever his behaviour may be, he is fure, befide
the natural fatigue and trouble of it, to incur the envy of fome, and thedif-
pleafure of others; as he will have many rivals, whofe ambition he can-
not {atisfy, and many dependents whofe wants he cannot provide for.
Thefe are misfortunes infeparable from fuch publick employments in all
countries; but there are feveral others which hang upon this condition of
life in our Briti/b government, more than any other foveraignty in Exrope:
Xxx2 As

T HE condition of a Minifter of ftate is only fuited to perfons,
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