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N° 49.  Friday, fune 8.

---------- jam nunc follennes ducere pompas

Ad delubra juvat---=-=-- Virg.

late extraordinary fucceffes, which have fecured to us every thing

that can be efteemed, and delivered us from every thing that can
be apprehended, by a Proteftant and a free people. I cannot but obferve,
upon this occafion, the natural tendency in fuch a national devotion, to
infpire men with fentiments of religious gratitude, and to fwell their
hearts with inward tranfports of joy and exultation.

W hen inftances of divine favour are great in themfelves, when they
are freth upon the memory, when they are peculiar to a certain country,
and commemorated by them in large and folemn affemblies; a man muft
be of a very cold or degenerate temper, whofe heart doth not burn with-
in him in the midit of that praife and adoration, which arifes at the fame
hour in all the different parts of the nation, and from the many thoufands
of the people.

It is impoflible to read of extraordinary and national a&ls of worfhip,
without being warmed with the defcription, and feeling fome degree of
that divine Enthufiafm, which fpreads it felf among a joyful and religious
multitude. ‘A part of that exuberant devotion, with which the whole
affembly raifed and animated one another, catches a reader at the great-
eft diftance of time, and makes him a kind of fharer in it.

Among all the publick folemnities of this nature, there is none in hi-
flory fo glorious as that under the reign of King So/omon, at the dedicatis
on of the Temple. Befides the great Officers of State, and the Inhabi-
tants of Fernfalem, all the Elders and heads of tribes, with the whole
body of the people ranged under them, from one end of the kingdomto
the other, were fummoned to affift in it. We may guefs at the prodigious
number of this aflembly from the facrifice on which they feafted, confift-
ing of a hundred and twenty thoufand fheep, and two hundred and twenty

heca-

Y Efterday was fet apart as a day of publick Thankfgiving for the:
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hecatombs of oxen. When this vaft congregation was formed into a
regular proceflion to attend the Ark of the Covenant, the King marched
at the head of his people, with Hymns and Dances, to the new Temple,
which he had eretted for its reception. Fo/8phus tells us, that the Le-
vites {prinkled the way as they pafled with the blood of Sacrifices, and
burned the holy Incenfe in fuch quantities as refrefhed the whole multi-
tude with its odours, and filled all the region about them with perfume,
When the Ark was depofited under the wings of the Cherubims in the
holy place, the great confort of praife began. It was enlivened with a
hundred and twenty trumpets, aflifted with a proportionable number of
other kinds of mufical inftruments, and accompanied with innumerable
wvoices of all the fingers of Jfiael, who were inftruéted and fet apart to
religious performances of this kind.  As this mighty Chorus was extol.
ling their Maker, and exciting the whole nation thus aflembled to the
praife of his never-ceafing goodnefs and mercy, the Shekinah defcended:
or to tell.it in the more emphatical words of Holy 'Writ, I came £ pafs,
as the trumpets and fingers were as one, to make one Jound to be heard in
Praifing and thanking the Lord, and when they lift uwp their woice with
the Trumpets and Cymbals, and Inflruments of mufick, and 2raifed the
Lord, faying, For he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever; thar then
the boufe was filled with a cloud. The Priefts themfelves, not able to
bear the awfulnefs of the appearance, retired into the court of the Tem-
ple, where the King being placed upon a brazen fcaffold, fo as to be feen
by the whole multitude, bletfed the congregation of I/7ae/, and afterwards,
fpreading forth his hands to Heaven, offered up that divine prayer which
is twice recorded at length in Scripture, and has always been looked up-
on as a compofition fit to have proceeded from the wifeft of men. He
had no fooner finithed his prayer, when a flath of fire fell from Heaven
and burned up the Sacrifice which lay ready upon the Altar, The peo-
ple, whofe hearts were gradually moved by the folemnity of the whole
proceeding, having been exalted by the religious ftrains of mufick, and
awed by the appearance of that glory which filled the Temple, feeing now
the miraculous confumption of the Sacrifice, and obferving the piety of
their King, who lay proftrate before his Maker, dotwed themfelves with
Fheir faces to the grownd upon the pavement, and wor/bipped and praifed
the Lord, faying, For heis good, for his mercy endureth for ever.
What happinefs might not fuch a kingdom promife to itfelf, where
the fame elevated fpirit of religion ran through the Prince; the Priefls,
and tLe People ! But I fhall quit this head, to obferve that fuch an uncom-
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mon fervour of devotion fhewed itfelf among our own countrymen, and
in the perfons of three Princes, who were the greateft conquerors in
our Englifb hiftory. Thefe are Edward the Third, his fon the Black
Prince, and Henry the Fifth. As for the firft, we are told that, before the
famous battel of Cre/fy, he {pent thegreateft part of the night in prayer, and
in the morning received the facrament with his fon, the chief of his Of-
ficers, and Nobility. The night of that glorious day was no lefs pioufly
diftinguifhed by the orders, which he gave out to his army, that they
fhould forbear all infulting of their enemies, or boafting of their own
valour, and employ their time in returning thanks to the Great Giver
of the vi¢tory. The Black Prince, before the battel of Poictiers, de-
c¢lared, that his whole confidence was in the Divine afliftance ; and after
that great victory, behaved himfelf in all particulars like a truly chriftian
conqueror. Eight days fucceflively were appointed by his father in Zug-
land, for a folemn and publick thankfgiving ; and when the young Prince
returned in triumph with a King of France as his prifoner, the pomp
of the day confifted chiefly in extraordinary proceflions, and a&s of de-
votion. The behaviour of the Black Prinee, after a battel in Spain,
whereby he reftored the King of Caffz/e to his dominions, was no lefs re-
markable. When that King, tranfported with his fuccefs, flung himfelf
upon his knees to thank him, the generous Prince ran to him, and, tak-
ing him by the hand, teld him it was not he who could lay any claim to
his gratitude, but defired they might go to the Altar together, and jointly
return their thanks to whom only it was due.

Henry the Fifth, (who at the beginning of his reign, made a publick
prayer in the prefence of his Lords and Commons, that he might be eut
off by an immediate death, if Previdence forefaw he would not prove a
juit and good Governor, and promote the welfare of his people) mani-
feftly derived his courage from his piety, and was {crupuloufly careful
not to aferibe the fuccefs of it to himfelf. When he came within fight
of that prodigious army, which offered him battel at Agincourt, he or-
dered all his cavalry te difmount, and with the reft of his ferces, to im-
plore upon their knees a ‘blefling on their undertaking. In a noble
fpeech, which he made to his foldiers immediately before the firft onfet,
he took notice of a very remarkable circumftance, namely, that this very
day of battel was the day appointed in his own kingdom, to offer up
publick devotions'for the profperity of his arms, and therefore bid them
not-deubt of victory, fince at the fame time that they were fighting in
the field, all the people of England were lifting up their hands to heaven
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for their fuccefs. Upon the clofe of that memorable day, in which the
King had performed wonders with his own hand, he ordered the hundred
and fifteenth Pfalm to be repeated in the midft of his vi®orious army,
and at the words, Notz unto us, nor unto us, but unto thy name be the
praifé, he himfelf, with his whole hoft, fell to the earth upon their faces,
afcribing to Omnipotence the whole glory of fo great an a&ion,

I fhall conclude this paper with a refleftion, which naturally rifes out
of it. As there is nothing more beautiful in the fight of God and man,
than a King and his people concurring in fuch extraordinary aéts of de-
votion, one cannot fuppofe a greater contradiction and abfurdity in a go-
vernment, than where the King is of one religion and the people of ang-
ther. What harmony or correfpondence can be expetted between a
Soveraign and his fubjects, when they cannot join together in the moft
joyful, the moft folemn, and moft laudable a&ion of reafonable creatures;
in a word, where the Prince confiders his people as hereticks, and the
people look upon their Prince as an idolater !

N° so0.  Monday, Fune 11.

O quifquis voles impias

Cedes, et rabiem tolleve civicam :
81 queret pater urbium

Subferibi Ratuis ; indomitam audear
Refroenare licentiam

Clarus pofigenitis Hor.

HEN Mabomer had for many years endeavoured to propagate

his impolture among his fellow-citizens, and, inftead of gaining

any number of profelytes, found his ambition frufirated, and his

notions ridiculed ; he forbad his followers the ufe of argument and dif-
putation in the advancing of his doétrines, and to rely only upon the fci-
meter for their fuccefs, Chriftianity, he obferved, had made its way by
reafon and miracles, but he profefled it was his, defign to fave|men gy
the



	Seite 535
	Seite 536
	Seite 537
	Seite 538

