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The mifchiefs arifing to private perfons from thefe vile difturbers of
the commonwealth are too-many to be enumerated: The great and in-
nocent are infulted by the feum and refufe of the people. Several poor
wretches, who have engaged in thefe commotions, have been difabled,
for their-lives, from doing any. good to their families and dependents ;
nay, {everal of them have fallen a facrifice to their own inexcufable folly
and madnefs. Should the government be wearied out of its prefent pa-
tience and forbearance; and. forced to execute all thofe powers with
which it is invefted for the prefervation of the publick peace ; what is to
be expected by fuch heaps of turbulent and feditious men !

Thefe and the like confiderations, though they may have no influence
on the headftrong unruly multitude, ought to {ink into the minds of thofe
who are their abettors, and who, if they efcape the punifhment here due
to- them, muft very well know that thefe feveral mifchiefs will be one

day laid to their charge.

Nest.  Friday, fune 15..

Duod [fi-in- boc erro, libenter ervo ; wuec mibs hunc errovem, quo
delector, dum vive, extorguers volo. Cicer. .

reading of ancient Authors, when it is done with judgment and
difcretion ; fo-there is mothing which- gives a more unlucky turn
to the thoughts of a Reader, when he wants difcernment, and loves and
admires the charaflers and aétions of en-ina wrong plice.” Alexander
the Great was fo inflamed with falfe netions of glory, by reading the
ftory of Achilles in the Hiady that after having taken a town, he ordered
the Governor, who had made a gallant defence; to be bound by ‘the feet
to his chariot, and’ afterwards dragged the brave man round' the city,
becaufe Hedfor had been treated in the {ame barbarous manner by his-ad-
mired hero.
Many Euglifbmenr have proved very pernicious to their own country,
by following blindly the examples of perfons to be met. with in Gree
and

3 S'there is nothing which more improves the mind of man, than ihe
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and Roman hiftory, who acted in conformity with their own governments,
after a quite different manner, than they would have afted in a conftiry-
tion like that of ours. Such a method of proceeding is as unreafonable
in a politician, as it would be in a husbandman to make ufe of Firgils
precepts of agriculture, in managing the I':_Jii of our country, that lies in
a quite different climate, and under the influence of almoft another Sun.

Our regicides in the commiffion of the moft execrable murder ufed to
jultify themfelves from the condué of Brarus, not confidering that Ce/ar,
from the condition of a fellow-citizen, had rifen by the moft indire&
methods, and broken through all the laws of the community, to place
himfelf at the head of the government, and enflave his country. On
the other fide, feveral of our Zuglifh Readers, having obferved that 5
paflive and unlimited obedience was payed to Roman Emperors, who
were poflelfed of the whole legiflative, as well as executive power, have
formerly endeavoured to inculcate the fame kind of obedience, where
there is not the fame kind of authority.,

Inftru&ions therefore to be learned from hiftories of this nature, are
only fuch as arife from particulars agreeable to all cominunities, or from
{fuch as are common to our own conftitution, and to that of which we
read. A tenacious adherence to the rights and liberties tranfmitted from
a wife and virtueus anceftry, publick fpirit and a love of one’s country,
fubmiffion to eftablithed laws, impartial adminiftrations of juftice, a ftri&t
regard to national faith, with feveral other duties, which are the {upports
and ornaments of government in general, cannot be too much admired
among the States of Greece and Rome, nor too much imitated by our own
community.

But there is nothing more abfurd, than for men, who are converfant
in thefe ancient Authors, to contra® fuch a prejudice in favour of Greeks
and Romans, as to fancy we are in the wrong in every circumftance
whereby we deviate from their moral or political condu. Yet nothing
hath been more ufual, than for men of warm heads to refine themfelves
up into this kind of State-pedantry : like the country {chool-mafter, who,
being ufed for many years to admire Fupiter, Mars, Bacchus and Apollp,
that appear with fo much advantage in claflick Authors, made an attempt
to revive the worthip of the heathen gods. In fhort, we find many wor-
thy Gentlemen, whofe brains have been as much turned by this kind of
reading, as the grave Knight's of Mancha were by his unwearied applica-
tion to books of Knight-errantry.

To
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To prevent fuch mifchiefs from arifing out of ftudies, which, when
rightly conducted, may turn very much to our advantage, I thall venture
to aflert, that in our perufal of Greek or Roman Authors, it is impoflible
to find a religious or civil conflitution, any way comparable to that which
we enjoy in our own country. Had not our religion been infinitely pre-
ferable to that of the ancient heathens, it would never have made its way
through Paganifm, with that amazing progrefs and aétivity. Its victories
were the viétories of reafon unaflifted by the force of human power,
and as gentle as the triumphs of light over darknefs. The fudden refor-
mation which it made among mankind, and which was fo juftly and fre-
quently boafted of by the firft apologifts for Chriftianity, thews how infi-
nitely preferable it is to any fyftem of religion, that prevailed in the world
before its appearance. This pre-eminence of Chriftianity to any other
general religious fcheme, which preceded it, appears likewife from this
particular, that the moft eminent and the moit enlightened among the
Pagan Philofophers difclaimed many of thofe fuperftitious follies, which
are condemned by revealed religion, and preached up feveral of thofe
doétrines which are fome of the moft eflential parts of it.

And here I cannot but take notice of that {lrange motive which is
made ufe of in the hiftory of free-thinking, to incline us to depart from
the revealed doétrines of Chriftianity, as adhered to by the people of
Great-Britain, becaufe Socrates, with {everal other eminent Greeks, and
Cicero, with many other learned Romans, did in the like manner depart
from the religious notions of their own country-men. Now this Author
thould have confidered, that thofe very points, in which thefe wife men
difagreed from the bulk of the people, are points in which they agreed
with the received dottrines of our nation. Their free-thinking confifted
in afferting the unity and immateriality of the Godhead, the immortality
of the foul, a ftate of future rewards and punithments, and the neceflity
of virtue, exclufive of all filly and fuperftitious praices, to procure the
happinefs of a feparate ftate. They were therefore only free-thinkers,
fo far forth as they approached to the dotrines of Chriftianity, that is, to
thofe very dorines which this kind of Authors would perfuade us, as
Free-thinkers, to doubt the truth of. Now I would appeal to any rea-.
fonable perfon, whether thefe great men fhould not have been propofed
to our imitation, rather as they embraced thefe divine truths, than only
upon the account of their breaking loofe from the common notions of
their fellow-citizens, But this would difappoint the general tendency of
fuch writings. :




844 7he FREE-HOL D E R IN° 2

I'fhall only add under this head, that as Chriftianity recovered the law
ef nature out of all thofe errors and corruptions, with-which it is over.
grown in the times of Paganifm, our national religion has reftored Chri-
ftianity. it felf to that purity and fimplicity in which it appeared, before
it was gradually difguifed and loft among.the vanities and fuperftitions
of the Rom:ft Church.

That our civil conflitution is preferable to any-among the Greeks or
Romans, may appear from this fingle confideration ; that the greateft
Theorifts in matters of this nature, among thofe very people, have given
the preference to fuch a form of government, as that which obtains in
this kingdom, above any other form whatfoever. I fhall mention -
flotle, Polybins and Cicero, thatis, the greateft Philofopher, the moit
impartial Hiftorian, and the moft confummate Statefman of all antiquity.
Thefe famous Authors give the pre-eminence to a mixed government
confifting of three branches, the regal, the noble, and the popular. I
would ‘be very eafy toprove, not only the reafonablenefs of this pofition,
but to fhew, that there was never any conftitution among the Greeks or
Romans, in which thefe three branches were fo well ditinguithed from
each other, invefted with fuch fuitable proportions of power, and con-
curred together in the legiflature, that is, in the moft {foveraign acts of
government, with fuch a neceffary confent and harmony, as are to be
met with in the conftitution of this kingdom. But I have obferved, in
a foregoing paper, how defeétive the Roman commonwealth was in this
particular, when compared with our own form of government, and it
will not be difficult for the Reader, upon fingling out any other ancient
State 5 to find how far it will fuffer in the parallel.

M ond, Z)s
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