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N ° 52. Mondaŷ June 18.

An tu populum Romanum efife illum putas qui conßat ex iis, qut
mercede conducunturl qut tmpelluntur , ut vim afferant magi-
ßratibus ? ut obßdeant fenatuml optent quotid'te cadem, incen-
dta, raptnas ? quem tu tarnen populum nlfi tabernis claufis,
frequentare non poteras : cui populo duces Ventidios, Lollios,
Sergtos, prafeceräs . 0 fpeciem, dignitatemque populi Roma-
ni, quam Reges, quam nationes extern , quam gentes ultima
pert 'imefcunt ; muhitudinem hominum ex fervis conduBiŝ ex fa-
cinorofis, ex egenttbus congregatam / Cicer.

THERE is in all governmentsa certain temper of mind, natural
to the Patriots and lovers of their Constitution, which may be
called State-jealoufy. It is this which makes them apprehenfive

of every tendency in the people, or in any particular member of the
Community, to endanger or dilhirb that form of rule, which is eftabliih-
ed by the laws and cuftoms of their country. This political jealoufy is
abfolutely requifite in fome degree for the prefervation of a government,
and very reafonable in perfons who are perfuaded of the excellency of
their Constitution, and believe that they derive from it the moft valuable
bleffings of fociety.

This publick-fpirited paffion is more ftrong and aftive under fome go¬
vernments, than others. The Commonwealth of Venice, which hath fub-
fifted by it for near fourteen hundred years, is fo jealous of all its members,
that it keeps continual fpies uppn their aclions; and if any one of them
prefume to cenfure the eftabli/hed plan of that Republick, or touch upoa
any of its fundamentals, he is brought before a fecret Council of State,
tried in a moft rigorous manner, and put to death without mercy. The
ufual way of proceeding with perfons who difcover themfelves unfatisfi-
ed with the title of their Sovereign in Defpotick governments, is to con-
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fine the malecontent , if his crimes are not capital, to fome caftle or dun-
geon for life. There is indeed no conftitution , fo tarne and carelefs of
their own defence, where any perfon dares to give the leaft fign or Inti-
mation of being a traitor in his heart . Our Engitßo hiftory furniihes us
with many examples of great feverities during the difputes between the
Houfes of Tork and Lancafler , infüäed on fuch perfons as fliewed their.
difaffeäion to the Prince who was on the throne . Every one knows,
that a faftious Inn-keeper , in the reign of Henry the Seventh, was hang-
ed, drawn,and quartered for a faucypun , which reflecled , in a very dark
and diftant manner, upon the title of that Prince to the Crown . I do
not mention the praftice of other governments , as what fliould be imita-
ted in ours, which, God be thanked , affords us all the reafonable liberty
of fpeech and aäion , fuited to a free people ; nor do I take notice of this
Iaft inltance of feverity in our own country , to juftify fuch a proceeding,
but only to difplay the mildnefs and forbearance made ufe of under the
reign of his prefent Majefty. It may, however , turn to the advantage of
thofe, who have been inftrumental in ftirring up the late tumults and fedi-
tions among the people, to confider the treatment which fuch a lawlefs,
ungoverned rabble would have met with in any other country , and under
any other Soveraign.

Thefe incendiaries have had the art to work up into the moft unnatu¬
ral ferments, the moft heavy and ftupid part of the Community ; and, if
I may ufe a fine faying of Terence upon anotber occafion, to convert
fools into madmen. This frenzy hath been raifed among them to fuch a
degree , that it has lately difcovered it felf in a fedition which is without
a parallel. They have had the fool-hardinefs tofet a mark upon thent-
felves on the Tretender 7*birth-day, as the declared friends to his caufe,
and profeft enemies to their King and country . How fatal would fuch a
diftinftion,of which every one knew the meanrng, have proved in former
reigns, when many a circumftance of lefs fignificancy has been conftrued
into an Overt AcT: of High Treafon ! This unexampled piece of infolence
will appear under its juft aggravations, if we confider in the firft place^
that it was aimed perfonally at the King.

I do not remember among any of our populär commotions, when .marks
of this nature have been in falhion, that either fide were fo void of com¬
mon fenfe, as to intimate by them an averfion to their Soveraign. His
perfon was füll held as facred by both parties. The contention was not
who ibould be the Monarch over them, but whofe fcheme of policy
fhould take place in his adminiüration .. This was the conduä of Whigs
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and Tories under King Charlesthe Second's reign, when men hung out
their principles in difFerent coloured ribbons. Nay, in the times of the
great rebellion, the avowed difaffeäion of the people always terminated

in evil Counfellors. Such an open outrage upon Majefty, fuch an
oftentation of difloyalty, was referved for that infamous rabble of Engliß-
men, who may be juftly looked upon as the fcandal of the prefent agev
and the moft fhamelefs and abandoned race of men that our nation has
yet produced.

In the next place. It is very peculiar to this mob of malecontents,
that they did not only diftinguifh themfelves againft their King, but
againfta King poflefled of all the power of the nation, and one who had
fo very lately crufhed all thofe of the fame principles, that had bravery
enough to avow them in the field of battel. When ever was there an
inftance of a King who was not contemptible for his weaknefs, and want
of power to refent, infulted by a few of his unarmed daftard fubjefts?

It is piain, from this fingle confideration, that fuch a bafe ungenerous
race of men could rely upon nothing for their fafety in this affront to his
Majefty, but the known gentlenefs and lenity of his government. In-
ftead of being deterred by knowing that he had in his hands the power to
punifli them, they were encouraged by knowing that he had not the in-
clination. In a word, they prefumed upon that mercy which in all their
converfations they endeavour to depreciate and mifreprefent.

It is a very fenfible concern to every one, who has a true and unfeign-
ed refpecl:of our national religion, to hear thefe vile mifcreants calling
themfelves fons of the Church of England, amidft fuch impious tumults
and diforders; and joining in the cry of High-church, at the fame time
that they bear a badge, which implies their inclination to deftroy the re-
formed religion. Their concern for the church always rifes higheft, when
they are aäing in direcl:oppofition to its doftrines. Our ftreets are filled
at the fame time with zeal and drunkennefs, riots and religion. We muft
eonfefs, if noife and elamour, llander and calumny, treafon and perjury,
were articles of their Communion, there would be none living more pun-
ftual in the Performance of their duties; but if ä peaceable behaviour, a
love of truth, and a fubmiflion to fuperiors, are the genuine marks of our
profeffion, we ought to be very heartily alhamed of fuch a profligate bro-
therhöod. Or if we will füll thinkand own thefe men to be true fonsof the
Church of England, I dare fay there is no church inEuropewhich will en-
vy her the glory of fuch difciples. But it is to be hoped we are noc fo fond
of party, as to look upona man, becaufe he is a bad chriftian, to be a good
Church of England man.

Zzz 1. Friday^
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