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An tu populum Romanum effe illum putas qui conflat ex sy qui
mercede conducuntur 2 qui impelluntur, ut vim afferant magi-
fratibus? ut obfideant [enatum? optent quotidie cedem, incen-
dia, rapinas? quem tu tamen populum nifi iabernis claufis,
frequentare non poteras: cur populo duces Ventsdros, Lollos,
S.ergms, prefeceras. 0 J@ﬂ-‘;‘;em, dignitatemque popult Roma-
at, quam Reges, guam nationes extere, quam gentes ultime
pertimefcunt ; multitudinem hominum ex fervis condullis, ex fa=
cinorofis, ex egentibus congregatam ./ Cicer.

HERE is inall governments a certain temper of mind, natural
to the Patriots and lovers of their conflitution, which may be
called State-jealoufy. Itis this which makes them apprehenfive

of every tendency in the people, or in any particular member of the
community, to endanger or difturb that form of rule, which is eftablifh~
ed by the laws and cuftoms of their country. This political jealoufy is
abfolutely requifite in fome degree for the prefervation of a government,
and very reafonable in perfons who are perfuaded of the excellency of
their conftitution, and believe that they derive from it the moft valuable
bleflings of fociety.

This publick-fpirited paflion is more firong and active under fome go-
vernments, than others. The Commonwealth of Penice, which hath fub-
fifted by it for near fourteen hundred years, is o jealous of all its members,
that it keeps continual {pies upon their aétions; and if any one of them
prefume to cenfure the eftablifhed plan of that Republick, or touch upos
any of its fundamentals, he is brought before a fecret Council of State,
tried in a moft rigorous manner, and put to death without mercy. The
ufual way of proceeding with perfons who difcover themfelves unfatisfi-
ed with the title of their Sovereign in Defpotick governments, is to con-
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fine the malecontent, if his crimes are not capital, to fome caftle or dun-
geon for life, There is indeed no conftitution, fo tame and carelefs of
their own defence, where any perfon dares to give the leait fign or inti-
mation of being a traitor in his heart. Our Engl/ifb hiftery furnifhes us
with many examples of great feverities during the difputes between the
Houfes of Zork and Lancafter, infli¢ted on fuch perfons as thewed their
difaffe@ion to the Prince who was on the throne. Every one knows,
thar a fa&ious Inn-keeper, in the reign of Henry the Seventh, was hang-
ed, drawn,and quartered for a faucy pun, which refleéted, in a very dark
and diftant manner, upon the title of that Prince to the Crown. [ do
not mention the practice of other governments, as what fhould be imita-
ted in ours, which, God be thanked, affords us all the reafonable liberty
of fpeech and aétion, fuited to a free people; nor do I take notice of this
laft inftance of feverity in our own country, to juftify fuch a proceeding,
but only to difplay the mildnefs and forbearance made ufe of under the
reign of his prefent Majefty. It may, however, turn to the advantage of
thofe, who have been inftrumental in ftirring up the late tumults and fedi-
tions among the people, to confider the treatment which fuch a lawlefs
ungoverned rabble would have met with in any other country, and under
any other Soveraign.

Thefe incendiaries have had the art to work up into the moft unnatu-
ral ferments, the moft heavy and flupid part of the community; and, if
I may ufe a fine faying of Terence upon another occalion, zo convers
fools into madmen. 'This frenzy hath been raifed among them to fuch a
degree, that it has lately difpovered it felf in a fedition which is without
a parallel. They have had the fool-hardinefs te fet a mark upon them-
felves on the Pretender’s birth-day, as the declared friends to his caufe,
and profeft enemies to their King and country.. How fatal would fuch a
diftin&ion,of which every one knew the meaning, have proved in former
reigns, when many a circumftance of lefs fignificancy has been conflrued
into an Overt A& of High Treafon! This unexampled piece of infolence
will appear under its juft aggravations, if we confider in the firft place,
that it was aimed perfonally at the King,

I do not remember among any of our popular commotions, when marks
of this nature have been in fathion, that either fide were {o void of com-
mon fenfe, as to intimate by them an averfion to their Soveraign. His
perfon was flill held as facred by both parties. The contention was not
who fhould be the Monarch over them, but whofe fcheme of policy
fhould take place in his admiriftration. This was the conduét of Whigs
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and Tories under King Charles the Second’s reign, when men hung out
their principles in different coloured ribbons. Nay, in the times of the
great rebellion, the avowed difaffeétion of the people always terminated
in evil Counfellors. Such an open outrage upon Majefty, fuch an
oftentation of difloyalty, was referved for that infamous rabble of Englifh-
men, who may be juftly looked upon as the fcandal of the prefent age,
and the moft fhamelefs and abandoned race of men that our nation has
yet produced.

In the next place. It is very peculiar to this mob of malecontents,
that they did not only diftinguifh themfelves againil their King, but
againit a King poflefled of all the power of the nation, and one who had
fo very lately crufhed all thofe of the fame principles, that had bravery
enough to avow them in the field of battel. When ever was there an
inftance of a King who was not contemptible for his weaknefs, and want
of power to refent, infulted by a few of his unarmed daftard fubje&s?

It is plain, from this fingle confideration, that fuch a bafe ungenerous
race of men could rely upon nothing for their fafety in this affront to his
Majefty, but the known gentlenefs and lenity of his government. In-
{tead of being deterred by knowing that he had in his hands the power to
punifh ‘them, they were encouraged by knowing that he had not the in-
clination. In a word, they prefumed upon that mercy which in all their
converfations they endeavour to depreciate and mifreprefent.

It is a very fenfible concern to every one, who has a true and unfeign-
ed refpet of our national religion, to hear thefe vile mifcreants calling
themfelves fons of the Church of Euglend, amidft fuch impious tumults
and diforders; and joining in the cry of High-church, at the fame time
that they bear a badge, which implies their inclination to deftroy the re-
formed religion. Their concern for the church always rifes higheft, when
they are ating in dire& oppofition to its doétrines. Our {treets are filled
at the fame time with zeal and drunkennefs, riots and religion. We mulft
confels, if noife and elamour, flander and calumny, treafon and perjury,
were articles of their Communion, there would be none living more pun=-
&ual in the performance of their duties; butif a peaceable behaviour, a
love of truth, and a fubmiflion to fuperiors, are the genuine marks of our
profeflion, we ought to be very heartily afhamed of fuch a profligate bro-
therhood. Or if we will ftill think and own thefe men to be true fons of the
Church of England, 1 dare fay thereis no church in Ewrgpe which will en-
vy her the glory of fuch difciples. But it is to be hoped we are not fo fond
of party, as to look upon a man, becaufe he isa bad chriftian, to be a good

Church of England man.
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