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IN?, 54. Monday, Fune 25.

e L thy, 118/, HEHIEES
Debes ludibrium, cave.
Nuper folicitum que mhi tedium,
Nanc defiderium, curague non levis. Hor.

HE general divifion of the Brizi/b nation is into Whigs and To-

ries, there being very few, if any, who ftand neuters in the dif-

pute, without ranging themfelves under one of thefe denomina-
tions. One would therefore be apt to think, that every member of the
community, who embraces with vehemence the principles of either of
thefe parties, bad theroughly fifted and examined them, and was fecretly
convinced of their preference to thofe of that party which he rejeéis.
And yet it is certain, that moft of our fellow-fubjects are guided in this
particular, either by the prejudice of education, private interefl, perfonal
friendfhips, or a deference to the judgment of thofe, who perhaps, in
their own hearts difapprove the opinions which they induftrioufly {pread
among the multitude. Nay, there is nmhu,g more undoubtedly true,
than that great numbers of one fide concur in reality with the notions
of thofe whom they oppofe, were they able to explain their implicit {fen-
timents, and to tell their own meaning.

However, as it becomes every reafonable man to examine thofe prin-
ciples by which he aéts, I fhall in this paper fele¢t fome confiderations,
out of many, that might be infifted on, to fhew the preference of what is
generally called the Whlﬂ {cheme, to that which is efpoufed by the Tories.

This will appear in rhe firft place, if we refle& upon the tendency of
their refpeclive principles, fuppofing them carried to their utn 1oit extre-
mity. For if, in this cafe, the worft confequences of the one are more
cj.smIe than the worit confequences of the other, it is a plain argument,
that thofe principles are the moft eligible of the two, whofe effects are
the leaft pernicious. Now the rendency of thefe two different fets of
principles, as they are charged upon each party by its antagonifts, 1s as
follows. The Tories tell us, that the Whig fcheme would end in Pref-

byteria-
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byterianifim and a Common-wealth. The Whigs tell us, on'the other fide,
that-the Tory-fcheme would terminate in-Popery and-arbitrary govern-
ment. Were thefe reproaches mutually true ; which would be moft pre-
ferable to any ‘man ‘of common fénfe, - Presbyterianifinand ‘a republican
form of government, or Popery and Tyranny ? Both extremes are indeed
dreadful, but not equally fo; both to be regarded with the utmoft aver-
fion by the friends of our conftitution, and lovers 'of our country: but
if one of them were inevitable, who would not rather chufe to live un-
der a {tate of exceflive liberty, than of flavery, and not prefer a religion
that differs from our own in the circumitantials, before one that differs
from it in the effentials of Chriftianity!

Secondly, Liet -us look into-the hiftory of -England, and fee under
which of thefe two fchemes the nation has enjoyed moft honour and
profperity. If we obferve the reigns of Queen E/izaberh and King Fames
the firft (which an impudent Frenchman calls the reigns of King £/iza-
beth and Queen Femes) We find the Whig-fcheme took place under
the firft, and the Tory-fcheme under the latter. “The firft, in whom the
Whigs have always gloried, oppofed and humbled the moft powerful a-
mong the Roman Catholick Princes; raifed and fupported. the Durch ;
affifted the French Proteftants ; and made the reformed religion an over-
balance for Popery through all Ewrope. On the contrary, her fucceflor
aggrandized the Catholick King ; alienated himfelf from the Duzch;
fnftered the French power to increafe, till it was too late to remedy it;
and abandoned the interefts of the King of Bobemia, grand-father to his
prefent Majefty, which might have fpread the reformed religion through
all Germany. I need not defcribe to the Reader the different {tate of the
kingdom, as to its reputation, trade, and wealth, under thefe two reigns.
We might, after this, compare the figure in which thefe kingdoms, and the
whole Proteftant intereft of Europe, were placed by the condué of King
Charlesthe Second, and that of King /#i//iem ; and every one knows which
of the fchemes prevailed in each of thofe reigns. I fhall not impute to any
Tory-fcheme the adminiftration of King 7ames the Second, on condition
that they do not reproach the Whigs with the ufurpation of Oliver; as be-
ing fatisfied that the principles of thofe governments are refpectively dif-
claimed and abhorred by all the men of {enfe and virtue in both parties,
as they now {tand. But we have a freth inftance which will be remembered
with grief by the prefent age and all our pofterity, of the influence both of
Whig and Tory principles in the late reign. Was England ever {o glorious
in the eyes of Zurope, as in that part of it when the firft prevailed? or was
it ever more contemptible than when the laft took place ? I




I ihall add, under this head, the preference of the Whig-fcheme,
with regard to foreigmers. All the Proteftant States of Ewrgpe, who
may be confidered as neutral judges between both parties, and are well-
withers to us in general, as to a Proteitant people, rejoice upon the fuc-
cefs of a Whig-fcheme; whillt all of the Church of Rome, who contemn
hate and deteft us as he great bulwark of herefy, are as much pleafed
when the oppofite party triumphs in its turn. And here let any impar-
tial man put this queftion to his own heart, whether that party doth not
at reafonably, who look upon the Duzeh as their genuine friends and
allies, confidering that they are of the reformed religion, that they have
aflifted usin the greatelt times of neceffity, and that they can never en-
tertain a thought of reducing us under their power. Or, on the other
hand, let him confider whether that party aéts wirh more reafon, who
are the avowed friends of a nation, that are of the Reman Catholick re-
ligion, that have cruelly perfecuted our brethren of the reformation, that
have made attempts in all ages to conquer this ifland, and fupported the
intereft of that Prince, who abdicated the throne, and had endeavoured
to fubvert our civil and religious liberties.

Thirdly, let us compare thefe two {chemes from the efleéts they pro-
duce among our felves within our own ifland ; and thefe we may con-
fider, firft with regard to the King, and fecondly with regard to the
people.

Firft, Withregard to the King. The Whigs have always profefled and
pra&ifed an obedience which they conceive agreeable to the conftitution;
whereas the Tories have concurred with the Whigs in their pradtice,
though they differ from them in their profeflions; and have avowed a
mmup!e of paflive-obedience to the temptation, and afterw ards to the
deftruétion, of thofe who have relied upon it. Nor muit I here omit to
take notice of that irm and zealous adherence which the W hig-party
have fhewn to the proteftant fucceflion, and to the caufe of his prefent
Majefty. I have never heard of any in this principle, who was either
guilty or fufpefted of meafures to defeat this eftablifhment, or to over-
turn it, fince it has taken effeét: A conflideration, ‘!wlch, it 1s hoped,
may put to filence thofe who upbraid the Whig-fchemes of governmerts
with an inclination to a commonwealth, or a d:lumctmn to l&mgs

Secondly, With regard to the people. ] wery one muft own, that thofe
laws which have moft conduced to theeafe and happinefs of the fubject,
have always pafled in thofe Parliaments, which their enemies branded
with the name of Whig, and during the time of a Whig-minifiry. And,
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what is very remarkable, the Tories are now forced to have recourfe to
thofe laws for fhelter and prote&ion: by which they tacitly do honour to
the Whig-fcheme, and own it more accommodated to the happinefs of
the people, than that which they efpoufe.

I hope I need not qualify thefe remarks with a fuppofition which I have
gone upon through the whole courfe of my papers, that I am far from
confidering a great part of thofe who call themfelves Tories, as enemies
to the prefent eftablithment ; and that by the Whigs [ always mean thofe
who are friends to our conftitution both in-church and ftate. As we may
look upon thefe to be, in the main, true lovers of their religion and coun.
try, they feem rather to be divided by accidental friendfhips and circum-
ftances, than by any effential diftinétion. :

N° 55. Friday, fune 29.

memimemmme C2fbus artemque repono. Virg.

Rifing of parliament being a kind of ceflation from politicks, the
A Free-holder cannot let his paper drop at a more proper junéture.

I would not be acceffary to the continuing of our political fer-
ment, when occafions of difpute are not adminiftered to us by matters
depending before the legiflature; and when debates without doors na-
turally fall wich thofe in the two houfes of Parliament. At the fame time
a Briti/b Freeholder would very ill difcharge his part, if he did not ac-
knowledge, with becoming duty and gratitude, the excellency and feafo-
nablenefs of thofe laws, by which the reprefentatives of menin his rank
have recovered their country in a great meafure out of its confufions,
and provided for its future peace and happinefs under the prefent efta-
blifhment. Their unanimous and regular proceeding, under the con-
duc of that honourable perfon who fills their chair with the moft con-
fummate abilities, and hath juftly gained the efteem of all fides by the im-
partiality of his behaviour; the abfolute neceffity of fome aéis which they
have palled, and their dif-inclination to extend them any longer, than that

neceflity required’; their manifeft averfion to enter upon {chemes, which
the
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