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THE

Present State of the War,
AND THE

Neceßty of an Augmentation, confidered.

TH E French are certainly the moft implacable, and the moft dan¬
ger ous enemies of the Britißo nation . Their form of govern-
ment, their religion, their jealoufy of the Britijb power , as well

as their profecutions of commerce , and purfuits of univerfal Monarchy,
will fix them for ever in their animolities and averfions towards us, and
make them catch at all opportunities of fubverting our conftitution , de-
üroying our religion, ruining our trade, and finking the figure which we
make among the nations of Europe : Noc to mention the particular ties of
honour that lie on their prefent King co impofe on us a Prince , who muft
prove fatal to our country if he ever reigns over us.

As we are thus in a natural ftate of war, if I may fo call it, with the
French nation ; it is our misfortune, that they are not only the moft in-
veterate, but moft formidable of our enemies ; and have the greateft
power, as well as the ftrongeft inclination, to ruin us. No other ftate
ecjuals them in the force of their fleets and armies, in the nearnefs and
conveniency of their fituation, and in the number of friends and well-
wifliers, which, it is to be feared, they have among us.

For thefe reafons our wars with France have always affefted us in our
moft tender interefts , and concerned us more than thofe we have had with
any other nation ; but I may venture to fay, this Kingdom was never yet
engagcd in a war of fo great coniequence , as that which now lies upon
our hands. Our All is at ftake, and irretrievably loft, if wefail of fuccefs.
At other times, if a war ended in a diihonourable peace, or with equal
lols, we could comfort our felves with the hopes of a more favourable
jun&ure, that might fet the balance right , or tum it to our advantage.
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We had ftill the profpeft offormingthe fame alliance,or perhaps ftrength-
ning it with new confederacics, and by that means of trying our fortune
a fecond time, in cale the injuitice or ambition of the enemy forced us
into the field. At prefent, if we make a drawn game of it, or procure
but moderate advantages, we are in a condition which every Britishem.
mutt tremble at the thought of. There are no fecond tryals, no wars in
referve, no new fchemes ofallianceto which wecan have recourfe . Should
the Frerich King be able to bear down luch an united force as now makes
head againft him, at a time when Spam aftords him no greater affiftance;
what will he do when the trade of the Levant lies at his mercy ; when
the whole kingdom of Späht is fupplied with his manufadtures, and the
wealth ofthe Indies flowsinto his coffer̂ ; and, what is yet worfe, when
this additional ftrength muft arife in all its particulars from a proportiona¬
le decay in the Stares that now make war upon him ? It is no wonder
therefore that our late King of glorious memorv, who, by the confelhon
of his greateft enemies, was -a Prince that perfectly underltood the inte-
refts of Europe, mould in his lall fpeech recommend to his Parliament
the declaring war againit France in thofe memorable words : Tou have

yet au opftortunity, by God's bleffing, to fecure toyou and your poflerky the
qniet enjoyment ofyour religion and liberties , if you are not wantbig to

your felvesy but will exert the ancient vigour ofthe Englhh nation : but
1 teil you plainly , my opinion is, ifyou do 7iot Lay hold on this occaßon, you
have no reafon to hope for another.

We have already a dreadful proof of the increafe of power that ac-
crues to France from its conjunftion with Spam. So expenfive a war as
that which the French Monarchy hath beencarryingon in to many and fo
remote parts at once, muft long fince have drained and exhaufled all its
-fubftance, had there not been feveral fecret fprings, that fwelled thcir
treafury from time to time, in proportion as the war has funk it. The
King's coffers have been often reduced to the loweft ebb, but have ftill
been feafonably refreflied by frequent and unexpefted fupplies from the
Spanijh America. We hear indeed of the arrival but of very few fliips
from thofe parts ; but as in every veffel there is ftowage for immenfe trea-
vfures, when the cargo is pure Bullion, or merchandife of as great a value;
fo we find by cxperience they have had fuch prodigious fums of money
conveyed to them by thefe fecret chanels, that they have been enabled
to pay more numerous armies, than they ever had on foot before ; and
that at a time when their trade fails in all"its other branches, and is di-
ftrefled by all the ans and contrivances of their neighboHrins nations.o o
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During the laft four years, by a modelt computation , there have been
brought into Brefl above fix millions of pounds fterling in bullion. What
then fliall we fuppöfe wou'd be the effecl: of this correfpondence with
Jimerica, might the wealth of thofe parts come to thetn on fquadrons of
inen of war, and fieets of galeons? If thefe little by-currents , that creep
into the country by ftealth, have fo great a force, how lhall we ftem the
whole torrent , when it breaks in upon us with its füll violence ? and this
certainly will be our cafe, unlefs we find a means to diilblve the union
betweenFrance and Spain. I have dwelt the longer on this confiderati-
on, becaufe the prefent war hath already furnimed us with the experi-
ment, and fenfibly convinced us of the increafe of power , which France
has received from its intercourfe with the Spaniß JVeft-Indies.

As there are many who look upon every thing which they do not a&u-
ally fee and feel as bare probability and fpeculation, I iliall only toueh on
thofe other reafons of which we have already had fome experience , for
our preventing this coalition of interefts and defigns in the two mo-
narchies.

The Woollen manufafture is the Britiß ? ftrength , the ftaple cornmodity
and proper growth of our country ; if this fails us, our trade and eftates
muß fmk together , and all the cafli of the nation be confumed on foreign
merchandize. The French at prefent gain very much upon us in this
great article of our trade, and fince the acceffion of the Spaniß monarchy,
fupply with cloth, of their own making, the very bell mart we had in Eu-
rope. And what a melancholy profpeft have we, if ever a peace gives
them leave to enrich their manufaäure with mixtures of Spaniß wool
to multiply the hands employed in it, to improve themfelves in all the
niceties of the art, and to vend their wares in thofe places where was the
greateft confumption ofour woollen works, and the moft eonüderable
gain for the Britiß merchanc. Notwithüanding our many feafonable re-
cruits from Tortugal , and our plantations, we already complain of our
want of bullion ; and muft at laft be reduced to the greateft exigencies, if
this great fource be dryed up, and our traffick with Spam continue un-
der its prefent difcouragement.

The trade of the Levant muft likewife flouriih or decay in our hand ;,
as we are friends or enemies of the Spanißo monarchy. The late con-
queft of Nap/es will very little alter the cafe, though Sicily fliould follow
the fate of her fifter kingdom . The Streight \ mouth is the key of the
Levant̂ and will be always in the poffeffion of thofe who are Kings of
fy&in.. We may only add, that the fame caufes which ftraiten the

Britiß
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304. 7he prefent State of the War, and
Briüfl ) commerce, will naturally enlarge the French ; and that the naval
force of either nation will thrive or languifh in the fame degree as their
commerce gathers or lofes ftrength . And if fo powerful and populousa
nation as that of France become fuperior to us by fea, our whole is loft,
and we are no more a people. The confideration of fo narrow a Chan¬
nel betwixt us, of fuch numbers of regulär troops on the enemy's fide,
of fo fmall a üanding force on our own, and that too in a country defti-
tute of all fuch forts and ftrong places as might ftop theprogrefs of a
viftorious army, hath fomething in it fo terrifying, that one does not
care for fetting it in its proper light . Let it not therefore enter into the
heart of any one that hath the leafl: zeal fpr his religion, or love of liber-
ty, that hath any regard either to the honour or fafety of his country, or
a well-wilh for his friends or pofterity , to think of a peace with France,
tili the Spanijh monarchy be entirely torn from it, and the houfe of
Bourbon clifabled from ever giving the law to Europe.

Let us fuppofe that the French King wowld grant us the moft advan-
tageous terms we can defire ; without the feparation of the two monar-
chies they muß: infallibly end in our deftru&ion. Should he fecure to us
all our prefent acquifitions ; fliould he add two or three frontier -towns
to what we have already in Flanders ; fliould he join the kingdoms of
Sicily and Sardinia to Milan and Naples fliould he leave King Charles
in the peaceable poffeffion of Catalonia ; (hould he make over to Great
Britain the town and harbour of Cadiz, as well as that of Gibraltar,
and at the fame time refign his conqueits in Tortugal ; it would all be
of no effeft towards the common fafety of Europe, while the bulk of
the Spaniflycontinent and the riches of America remain in the poffeffi¬
on of the Bourbon family.

Boccal'mi when he weighs the States of Eurofie in his political balance,
after having laid France in one fcale, throws Spain into the other , which
wanted but very little of being a counter -poife. The Spaniards upon
this , fays he, begun to promife themfelves the honour of the ballance;
reckoning that if Spain of it felf weighed fo well, they could not fail of
luccefs when the feveral parts of the monarchy were lumped in the fame
fcale. Their furprife was very great when upon the throwing in of Naples
they faw the fcale rife, and was greater ftill when they found that Milan
and Flanders had the fame effe£t. The truth of it is, thefe parts of the
Spanijh monarchy are rather for Ornament than ftrength . They furnifh
-out Vice-royalties for the Grandees , and pofts of honour for the noble fa-
milies ; but in a time of war are incumbrances to the main body of the

kingdom,
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kingdom, and leave it naked and expofed by the great number of hands
they dravv from it to their defence. Should we therefore continue in
the pofTeflion of what we have already made our felves mafters, with fuch
additions as have been mentioned , we ftiould have little more than the
excrefcencies of the Spaniß monarchy. The ftrength of it will ltill join
it felf to France , and grow the clofer to it by its difunion from the reit.
And in this cafe the advantages which muri arife to that people from
their intimate alliance with the remaining part of the Spam/h dominions,
would in a very few years not only repair all the damages they have fu-
ftained in the prefent war, but fill the kingdom with more riches than k
hath yet had in its moft flourilhing periods.

The French King hath often entered on feveral expenfive projefts, on
purpofe to diffipate the wealth that is continually gathering in his cofFers
in times of peace. He hath employed immenfe fums on architediure,
gardening, water-works, painting, ftatuary, and the like, to diftribute his
treafures among his people, as well as to humour his pleafures and his
ambition: but if he once engrofTes the commerce of the Spanißy Indies^
whatever quantities of gold and filver ftagnate in his private cofFers, there
will be ftill enough to carry on the circulation among his fubjefts. By
this means in a ftiort fpace of time he may hea-p up greater wealth than
all the Princes of Europe joined together ; and in the prefent conftitu-
tion of the world , wealth and power are but different names for the fame
thing. Let us therefore fuppofe that after eight or ten years of peace,
he hath a mind to infringe any of his treaties , or invade a neighbouring
State; to revive the pretenfions of Spam upon Tortugal , or attempt the
taking thofe places which were granted us for our fecurity ; what refi-
llance, what oppoiition can we make to fo formidable an enemy ? Should
the fame alliance nie againft him that is now in war with him, what
could we hope for from it, at a time when the States engaged in it will be
comparatively weakened, and the enemy who is now able to keep them
ata itand, will have received fo many new acceflions of ftrength.

But I think it is not to be imagined that in fuch a conjunäure as we
here fuppofe, the fame confederates, or any other of equal force, could
be prevailed upon to join their arms, and endeavour at the pulling down
fo exorbitant a power . Some might be bought into his interefts by money,
others drawn over by fear, and thofe that are liable to neither of thefe
impreffions, might not think their own intereft fo much concerned as in
the prefent war ; or if any appeared in a difpofition to enter into fuch a
confederacy, they might be cruflied feparately before they could concert
meaiures for their mutual defence.

Vol . IV. Qq The
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The keeping together of the prefent alliance can be afcribed to nothing
elfe bin the clear and evident convi&ion which every member of it is
under , that if it fhould once break without having had its effeft, they
can never hope for another opportunity of reuniting , or of prevailing by
all the joint efforts of fuch an union. Let us therefore agree on this as
t\ fixt rule, and an inviolable maxim, never to lay down our arms againft
France, tili we have utterly disjoyned her from the Spanifl? monarchy.
Let this be the firft fiep of a publick treaty, the bafis of a general peace.

Had the prefent war indeed run againft us, and all our attacks upon the
enemy been vain, it might look like a degree of frenzy, or a mixture of ob-
ftinacy and defpair, to be determined on fo impraäicable an undertaking.
But on the contrary , we have already done a great part of our work , and
are come within view of the end that we have been fo long driving at.
We remain viclorious in all the feats of war. In Flanders we have got
into our hands feveral open countries, rieh towns, and fortified places.
"We have driven the enemy out of all his alliances, difpolTefTed him of
his firong holds, and ruined his allies in Germany. We have not only
recovered what the beginning of the war had taken from us, but pofTeHed
our felves of the kingdom of Naples , the dutchy of Milan , and the ave-
nue of France in Italy . The Spanifh war hath given us a haven for our
fhips, and the moft populous and wealthy province of that kingdom.
In fhort, we have taken all the outlying parts of the Spanifh monarchy,
and made impreflions upon the very heart of it. We have beaten the
French from all their advanced pofts in Europe, and driven them into
their laft entrenchments . One vigorous pufh on all fides, one general
affault will force the enemy to cry out for quarter , and furrender them-
felves at diferetion. Another Bknheim or Ramillies will make the con-
federates mafters of their own terms, and arbitrators of a peace.

But notwithftanding the advantages already gained are very confide-
rable if we purfue them, they will be of no etfeft unlefs we improve
rhem towards the carrying of our main point . The enemy ftaggers ; if
you follow your blow, he falls at your feet ; but if you allow him refpite,
he will recover his flrength, and come upon you with greater fury. We
have given him feveral repeated wounds that have enfeebled him, and
brought him low ; but they are fuch as time will heal, unlefs you take
advantage from his prefent weaknefs to redouble your attacks upon him.
It was a celebrated part in Cafars chara&er, and what comes home to
our prefent purpofe, that he thought nothing at all was done, while any
thing remained undone . In fhort, we have been tugging a great while

againft
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againfl: the ftream, and have almofl weathered our point ; a ftretch or
two more will do the vvork ; but if inltead of that we Hacken our arms,
and drop our oars, we Ihall be hurried back in a moment to the placefrom whence we firll fct out.

After having feen the neceflity of an entire feparation of the kingdoms
of France and Spaia, our fubjecl: naturally leads us into the confideration
of the moft proper means for effecling it.

We have a great while flattered our felves with the profpecT: of re-
ducing France to our own terms by the want of money among the peo-
ple, and the exigencies of the publick treafury ; but have been ftill dif-
appointed by the great fums imported frora America, and the many new
expedients which the Court hath found out for its relief. A long con-
fumptive war is more likely to break the grand alliance, than difable
France from maintaining fufficient armies to oppofe it . An arbitrary
government will never want money, fo long as the people have it ; and
fo aftive a people will always have it, whilft they can fend what mer-
chandifes they pleafe to Mexico and Teru . The French fince their al¬
liance with Spain keep thirty mips in conftant motion between the we¬
item ports of France and the fouth feas of America. The King himfelf
is an adventurer in this traffick, and befides the fhare that he receives
out of the gains of his fubjefts, has immenfe fums that come direäly
from it into his own hands.

We may further confider, that the French fince their abandoning Ba-
varia and Italy have very much retrenched the expence of the war, and
lay out among themfelves all the money that is confumed in it.

Many are of opinion, that the moft probable way of bringing France
to reafon would be by the making an attempt upon the Spanijh Wefl-
Indies, and by that means to cut off all communication with this great
fource of riches, or turn the current of it into our own country . This
I muft confefs carries fo promifing an appearance, that I would by no
means difcourage the attempt : but at the fame time I think it fliould be
a collateral projecl, rather than our prineipal defign. Such an undertak-
ing (if well concerted , and put into good hands) would be of infinite
advantage to the common caufe : but certainly an enterprife that carries
in it the fate of Europe, Ihould not turn upon the uncertainty of winds
and waves, and be liable to all the accidents that may befal a naval ex»
pedition.

Others there are that have long deceived themfelves with the hopes
of an infurreäion in France ^ and are therefore for laying out all our

Q p 1 firength
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itrength on a defcent. Thefe , I think, do not enough confider the na¬
tural love which the grofs of mankind have for the conftitution of their
fathers. A man that is not enlightened by travel or reflexion, grows as
fond of arbitrary power , to which he hath been ufed from his infancy,
as of cold climates or barren countries, in which he hath been born and
bred . Befides, there is a kind of fluggifli refignation, as well as poornefs
and degeneracy of fpirit, in a ftate of flavery, that we meet with but
very few who will be at the pains or danger of recovering themfelves
out of it ; as we find in hiftory inftances of perfons who after their pri-
fons have been flung open, and their fetters ltruck off, have chofen ra¬
ther to languiih in their dungeons, than ftake their miferable lives and
fortunes upon the fuccefs of a revolution . I need not inftance the gene-
ral fate of defcents, the difficulty of fupplying men and provifions by
fea againft an enemy that hath both at hand, and without which it is im-
poffible to fecure thofe conquefts that are often made in the firft onfets
of an invalion. For thefe and other reafons I can never approve the
nurfing up commotions and infurreftions in the enemy's country , which
for want of the neceßary fupport are likely to end in the maflacre of our
friends and the ruin of their families.

The only means therefore for bringing France to our conditions, and
what appears to me, in all human probability, a füre and infallible expe-
dient, is to throw in multitudes upon them, and overpower them with
numbers. Would the confederacy exert it felf as much to annoy the
enemy, as they themfelves do for their defence, we might bear them down
with the weight of our armies, and in one fummer overfet the whole
power of France *.

The French monarchy is already exhaufted of its beft and braveft
fubjefts. The flower of the nation is confumed in its wars : the ftrength
of their armies confifts at prefent of fuch as have faved themfelves by
flight from fome or other of the viftorious confederates %and the only
proper perfons to recruit them are but the refufe of thofe who have been
already picked out for the fervice. Marefchal de Vauhan, though infi-
nitely partial tri his calculations of the power of France, reckons that
the number of its inhabitants was two millions lefs at the peace of Ryf-
wick, than in the beginning of the war that was there concluded : and

though that war continued nine years, and this hath as yet lafted but fix,
yet confidering that their armies are more ftrong and numerous ; that
there hath. been much more aftion in the prefent war ; and that their
toffes fußained in iE have been very extraordinary ; we may, by a mode¬

rate
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rate eomputation , fuppofe that theprefent war hathnot been lefs prejudicial
than the foregoing one in the ravage which it has made among the peo-
p]e. There is in France fo great a difproportion between the number
of males and females; and among the former , between thofe who are
capable of bearing arms, and fuch as are too young, fickly, or deorepit
for the fervice ; and at the fame timefuch vaft numbers of EcclefiaiHcks,
fecular and religious, who live upon the labours of others, that when the
feveral trades and profeffions are fupplied, you will find moft of thofe
that are proper for war abfolutely neceffary for Alling up the laborious
part of life, and carrying on the underwork of the nation . They have
already contributed all their fuperfluous hands, and every new levy they
make muft be at the expence of their farms and vineyards, their manufa-
ftures and commerce.

On the contrary , the grand Alliance have innumerable fources of re-
cruits, not only in Britatn and Ireland , the 'Vnited Trov 'mces, and FLan-
ders; but in all the populous parts of Germany that have little trade or
manufaftures, in proportion to the number of their inhabitants. We may
add, that the French have only Switzerland , befides their own country,.
to recruit in ; and we know the difficulties they meet with in getting
thence a fmgle regiment : whereas the Allies have not only the fame ref-
fource, but may be fupplied for mony from Denmark and other neutral
States. In fhort, the Confederates may bring to the field what forces
they pleafe, if they will be at the charge of them : but France , let her
wealth be what it will, muft content herfelf with the producl: of her owu
country.

The French are flill in greater ftreights for fupplies of horfe than men.
The breed of their country is neither fo good nor numerous as what are
to be found in moft of the countries of the Allies. They had laft fum¬
mer about threefcore thoufand in their feveral armies, and could not per-
haps bring into the field thirty thoufand more, if they were difpofed to
make fuch an augmentation.

The French horfe are not only few, but weak in comparifon of ours.
Their cavalry in the battle of Blenheim could not fuftain the fhock of
theBritifl? horfe. For this reafon our late way of attacking their troops-
fword in hand is very much to the advantage of our nation, as our men
are more robuft, and our horfes of a ftronger make than the French ;
and in fuch attacks it is the weight of the forces, fuppofing equal courage
and conduft , that will always carry it . The Englißo ftrength turned ve¬
ry much to account in our wars againft the French of old, when we ufed

to
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to gall them with our long bows, at a greater diitance than they could
ihoot their arrows : this advantage we loft upon the invention of fire-arms,but by the prefent method our ftrength as well as bravery may again beof ufe to us in the day of battle.

We have very great encouragement to fend what numbers we are able
into the field, becaufe our Generals at prefent are fuch as are likely tomake the bett ufe of them, without throwing them away on any freih
attempts or ill-concerted projefts . The Confederate armies have the hap.pinefs of being commanded by perfons who are efteemed the greatelt
leaders of the prefent age, and are perhaps equal to any that have prece-ded them. There is a fort of refemblance in their charaäers ; a particu-
lar fedatenefs in their converfation and behaviour, that qualifies themfor Council, with a great intrepidity and refolution that fits them for aäi-
on. They are all of them men of concealed fire, that doth not breakout with noife and heat in the ordinary circumftances of life ; but Ihews
it felf fufficiently in all great enterprifes that require it . It is true, the
General upon the Rhine hath not had the fame occafions as the othersto.
fignalize himfelf; but if we confider the great vigilance, aclivity and cou.rage, with the confummate prudence , and the nice fenfe of honour which
appears in that Prince 's charafter , we have great reafon to hope, that as
he purchafed the Arft fuccefs in the prefent war, by forcing into the fer-
vice of the Confederates an army that was raifed againft them in the veryheart of the Empire , he will give one of the finilhing ftrokes to it , and
help to conclude the great work which he fo happily begun. The fud-
den check that he gave to the French army the laft campaign, and the
good order he eftablilhed in that of the Germans, look like happy prefa-
ges of what we may expeft fromhis conduft . I mall not pretend togive
any charafter of the Generals on the enemies fide ; but I think we may
fay this, that in the eyes of their own nation they are inferior to feveralthat have formerly commanded the French armies. If then we havegreater numbers than the French, and at the fame time better Generals,
it muft be our own fault if we will not reap the fruit of fuch advan-tages.

It would be lofs of time to explain any further our fuperiority to the
enemy in numbers of men and horfe. \Ve fee plainly that we have the
means in our hands, and that nothing but the application of them is want-
ing. Let us only confider what ufe the enemy would make of the advan¬
tage we have mentioned , if it feil on their fide ; and is it not very ftrange
that we (hould not be as aftive and induftrious for our fecurity, as they

would



the Neceßty of an Augmentation. 311
would certainly be for oür deftmciion ? But before we ecnfider fnöre di-
ffinftly the method we ought to take in the profecution of the war, lin¬
der this particular view, let us refleft a little upon thofe we have already
taken in the courfe of it for thefe fix years palt.

The Allies after a fuccefsful fummer are too apt, upon the ftrength of
it, to negleft their preparations for the enfuingcampaign , whilethe French
leave no art nor ftratagem untried to fill up the empty fpaces of their ar.
mies, and fwell them to an equal bulk with thofe of the Confederates.
By this means our advantage is loft, and the fate of Europe brought to a
fecond decifion. It is now become an obfervation, that we are to expecl:
a very indifferent year after a very fuccefsful one. Blenheim was follow-
ed by a fummer that makes no noife in the war . Ramillies , Turin , and
Barcelona, were the parents of our lall campaign. So many dreadful
blows alarmed the enemy, and raifed their whole country up in arms. Had
we on our fide made proportionale preparations , the war by this time
bad been brought to a happy iflue. If after having gained the great vi-
ftories of Blenheim and Ramillies , we had made the fame efforts as we
Ihould have done had we loft them, the power of France could not have
withftood us.

In the beginning of the winter we ufually get what intelligence we can
of the force which the enemy intends to employ in the campaigns of the
fucceeding year, and immediately caft about for a fufficient number of
troops to face them in the field of battle . This , I muft confefs, would
bea good method if we were engaged in a defenfive war. We roight
maintain our ground with an equal number of forces ; but our bufinefs
is not only to fecure what we are already in poffellion of ; we are to'
wreft the whole Spanißo Monarchy out of the hands of the enemy ; and
in order to it, to work our way into the heart of his country by dint of
arms. We ihould therefore put forth all our ftrength , and without hav¬
ing an eye to his preparations, make the greateft pulh that we are able on
our own fide. We are told that the enemy at prefent thinks of raifing
threefcore thoufand men for the next fummer ; if we regulate our levies
in that view, we do nothing ; let us perform our utmoft, as they do, and
we Ihall overwhelm them with our multitudes . We have it in our power
at leaft to be four times as ftrong as the French , but if ten men are in
war with forty, and the latter detach only an equal.number to the engage-
ment, what benefit do they receive from their fuperiority ?

It feems therefore to be the bufinefs of the Confederates to turn to
their advantage their apparent odds in men and horfe ; and by that means

to
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to out-number the enemy in all rencounters and engagements. For the
fame reafon it mult be for the interelt of the Allies to feek all opportu-
nities of battle, becaüfe all loffes on the oppofite fide are made up with
infinitely more difficulty than on ours ; befides that the Freuch do their
bulinefs by lying Hill, and have no other concern in the war than to hold
fall what they have already got into their hands.

The mifcarriage of the noblelt projecl: that ever was formed in' Euroj>e,
can be afcribed to nothing elfe but our want of numbers in the feveral
quarters of the war. If our armies on all Ildes had begun to bufie and
infult the enemy, at the fame time that the forces marched out of
<Piemont, Toulonhad been at prefent in the hands of the Duke of Savoy.
But could that Prince ever have imagined that the French would have
been at liberty to detach whole armies againft him ? or will it appear
credible*to polterity , that in a war carried on by the joint force of fo
many populous and powerful nations, France could fend fo great a part of
its troops to one feat of the war, without fuffering in any of the reit?
Whereas it is well known, that if the Duke of Savoy had continued be-
fore Toulon eight days longer, he had been attacked by an army of fixty
thoufand men, which was more than double the number of his own ; and
yet the enemy was itrong enough every where elfe to prevent the Confe-
derates from making any impreffion upon them. However , let us fall in¬
to the right meafures, and we may hope that the ftroke is only deferred.
The Duke of Savoyhath fecured a paffage into 'Dauphiny, and if the
Allies make fuch efforts in all parts, as we may reafonably expedt from
them, that Prince may füll make himfelf Malier of the French domini-
ons on the other fide of the Rhone.

There is another part of our conduft which may perhaps deferve to be
eoniidered . As foon as we have agreed with the States General upon any
augmentation of our forces, we immediately negotiate with fome or o-
ther of the German Princes, who are in the fame confederacy, to furnifh
out our quota in Mercenaries. This may be doubly prejudicial to the
alliance ; Firft, as it may have an ill influence on the refolutions of thofe
Princes in the Diet of the Empire , who may be Willing to fettle as fmall
a quota as they can for themfelves, that they may have more troops to hire
out ; and in the next place, as it may hinder them from contributing the
whole quota which they have fettled . This aäually happened in the laft
campaign, when we are told the Germans excufed themfelves for their
want of troops upon the Rhine, as having already put moft of their for¬
ces into the Brit 'ißoand Dutch fervice. Such an excufe, indeed, is very

unjult,
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unjuft, but it would be better to give them no occafion of mak-
ing it ; and on fach occafions to conlider what men are apt to do,aswell
as what they may do with reafon.

It might therefore be for our advantage that all the foreign troops in the
Britißypay fhould be raifed in neutral countries . Switzerland in parti-
cular, if timely applied to, might be of great ufe to us ; not only in re-
fpeft of the reinforcements which we might draw from thence, but be-
caufe fach a draught of forces would leflen the number of thofe that might
otherwife be employed in the Freneh fervice . The bulk of our levies
Ihould neverthelefs be raifed in our own country , it being impoflible for
neutral States to furnifh both the Britißo and T)utcb with a fufficient
number of effeftive men ; befides that the Britißy foldiers will be more
at the difpofal of their General , and acl with greater vigour under the
conduclof one for whom they havefo jult a value, and whomthey do
not confider only as their leader, but as their country -man. We may
likewife fuppofe that the foldiers of a neutral ftate, who are not animated
by any national intereft , cannot fight for pay with the fame ardour and
alacrity, as men that fight for their Prince and country , their wives andchildren.

It may likewife be worth while to confider whether the military Ge¬
nius of the Englißynation may not fall by degrees, and become inferior to
that of our neighbouring Itates, if it hath no occafion to exert it felf.
Minds that are altogether fet on trade and prorit, often contracT; a cer-
tain narrownefs of temper , and at length become uncapable of great and
generous refolutions. Should the French ever make an unexpefted de-
fcent upon us, we might want foldiers of our own growth to rife up in
our defence ; and might not have time to draw a fufficient number of
troops to our relief from the remote corners of Germany. It is general-
ly faid, that if King Charles II. had made war upon France in the begin-
ning of his reign, he might haveconquered it by the many veterans which
were fcattered up and down this kingdom , and had been inured to fer-
viceinthe civil wars. Itis tobe hoped we ftiall never have fach another nur-
fery of foldiers ; but if the prefent war gives a more military turn to all o-
ther nations of Europe, than to our own, it is to be feared we may lofe
inftrengtb, what we gain in number . We may apply the fame conli-deration nearer home. If all our levies are made in Scotiand or Ireland^
fflay not thofe two parts of the Britißo monarchy, after the disbanding
of the prefent army, be too powerful for the reit , in cafe of a revolt ?
though, God be thanked , we are not in any danger of one at prefent.Vol . IV. R r Howeve&
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However , as thefe confiderations do not concern the more eflential part
of our defign, it is fufficient to have mentioned them.

The fparing of our felves in fo important a conjunfture, . when we have
but this fingle opportunity left for the preferving every thing that is pre-
cious amongit us, is the worit fort of management that we can pofiibly
fall into. The good husbandry of one age may intail an,endlefs expence
upon all polterity . We muß venture the facrificinga part of our lives
and fortunes at prefent, if we will effeftually feeure both for the future.
The Britifly Kingdom is fo well ftock'd with people, and fo much abounds
in horfe, that we have power enough in our own hands, did we make
our utmoit ufe of it, to humble Franc ey and in a campaign or two to put
an end to the war.

There isnot a moredifagreeable thoughtto the people of Great Britain
than that of a üanding army. But if a peace be made before the difunion
of France and Sj>ainy there are few, perhaps, that will not think the
tnaintaining a fettled body of numerous forces indifpenfable for the fafety
of our country . We have it therefore in our choice to raife fuch a ftrong
reinforcement of troops as at prefent may be fuflicient, in conjunftion
with thofe of the allies, for breaking the ftrength of the enemy ; or when
the peace is concluded, to keep on foot fuch an army as will be neceffa-
ry for preventing his attempts upon us,

It is: to be hoped that thofe who would be the molt zealous againft keep-
ing up a conftant body of regulär troops after a general peace, will the
moft diftinguifli themfelves for the promoting an augmentation of thofe
which are now on foot ; and by that means take care that we fliall not
ttand in need of fuch an expedient.

We are indeed obliged by the prefent fituation of our affairs to bring
more troops into the field than we have yet done. As the French are
retired within their lines, and have collefted all their ftrength into a nar-
row compafs, we muH have greater numbers to charge them in their in-
trenchments , and force them to a battle. We faw the laft campaign that
an army of fourfcore thoufand of the beft troops in Europe^ with the
Duke of Marlborough at the head of them, could do nothing againft an
enemy that were too numerous to be affaulted in their camps, or attack-
ed in their ftrong holds. N

There is another confideration which deferves our utmofl attention.
We know very well, that there is a Prince at the head of a powerful ar¬
my, who may give a turn to the war,, in which we are engaged, . if he
thinks fit to fide with either party . I cannot prefume to guefs how farour
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our minifters may be informed of his defigns: but unlefs they have very
ftrong aflurances of his falling in with the grand alliance, or not oppofing
it ; they cannot be too circumfpecl and fpeedy in taking their precautions
againfl any contrary refolution . We fhall be unpardonable, if after fuch
an expence of blood and treafure, we leave it in the power of any fingle
Prince to command a peace, and make us accept what conditions he
thinks fit. It is certain , according to the pofture of our affairs in the
laft campaign, this Prince could have turn 'd the ballance on either fide;
but it is to be hoped the liberties of Europe will not depend any more on
the determination of one man's will. I do not fpeak this becaufe I think
there is any appearance of that Prince 's uniting himfelf to France . On the
contrary, as he hath an extraordinary zeal for the reformed religion, and
great fentiments of honour , I think it .is not improbable we fhould draw
him over to the confederacy, if we prefs him to it by proper motives.
His love for religion, and his fenfe of glory, will both have their effecl
ona Prince who hath already diftinguifhed himielf by being a patron of
proteitants, and guarantee of the Weßphalian treaty . And if his intereft
hath any part in his aftions, the Allies may make him greater offers than
theFrcnch King can do in the prefent conjunfture . There are large ex-
tents of dominion in the forfeited principalities of the Empire ; doubtful
fucceffions, to which the King of Sweden feems to have very juft preten-
fions; and at the fame time a great title not yet difpofed of, and a feat
of war on the Mofelle, where none of our generals have rignalized them-
felves. It would be prefumption to be pa/ticular in any propofals on fuch
an occafion; it is enough to have fhewn in general, that there are fair op-
portunities, of which the wifdom of the confederates may make ufe.

Common fenfe will dire6t us, when we fee fo waiiike a Prince at the
head of fo great an army hovering on the borders of our confederates , ei¬
ther to obtain his friendihip, or fecure our felves againft the force of his
arms. We are füre, whatever numbers of troops weraife , we fhall have
no hands but what will turn to account . Nay, we are certain, that ex¬
traordinary funds and augmentations for one or two campaigns may fpare
us the expence of many years, and put an end to taxes and levies for a
whole age ; whereas a long pariimonious war will drain us of more men
and money, and in the end may prove ineffeftual.

There is ftill a great populär objecüon, which will be made to every
thing that can be urged on this fubjecl. And indeed it is fuch a one as
falls fo much in with the prejudices and little paffions of the multitude,
that whenitis turned and fet off to advantage by ill-defigning men, it

R r z throws
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throws a damp on the publick fpirit of the nation, and gives a check to
all generous refolutions for its honour and fafety . In fhort, we are to
be told, that England contributes much more than anyother of the Allies,
and that therefore it is not reafonable fhe fhould make any addition to
her prefent efforts. If this were true in facl, I do not fee any tolerable
colour for fuch a conclulion. Suppofing among a multitude embarqued
in the fame veflel, there are feveral that in the fury of a tempeft will rather
perifli than work for their prefervation ; would it not be madnefs in thereit to Itand idle, and rather chufe to link together than do more than
comes to their Ihare ? Since we are engaged in a work fo abfolutely ne-
ceffary for our weif are, the remifnefs of our Allies lhould be an argument
for us to redouble our endeavours rather than Hacken therm If we mult
govern our felves by example, let us rather imitate the vigilance and ac-
tivity of the common enemy, than the fupinenefs and negligence of ourfriends.

We have indeed a much greater fliare in the war than any other part
of the confederacy. The French King makes at us directly, keeps a
King by him to fet over us, and hath very lately augmented the falary of
his court , to let us fee how much he hath that defign at his heart . Few
of the nations in war with him, fhould they ever fall into his hands, would
lofe their religion or form of government , or interfere at prefent wich
him in matters of commerce . The Dutcb , whoare likely to be thegreat-
eft lofers after the Britains , have but little trade to the Levant in com-
parifon with ours, have no confiderable plantations or commerce in the
Wejl-lndieS) or any woollen-manufaäures for Spain ; not to mention the
ftrong barrier they have already purchafed between France and their own
eountry.

But after all, every nation in the confederacy makes the fame
complaint, and fancies it felf the greateft fufferer by the war.
Indeed in fo common a preflure, let the weight be never fo
«qually diftributed, every one will be moft fenfible of that part
which lies on his own moulders. We furnifhr without difpute, more
than any other branch of the alliance: but the queilion is, whether o-
thers do not exert themfelves in proportion according to their refpedive
ftrength . The Emperor , the King of Trnßa y the Eledor of Hannover,
as weil as the States of Holland and the Duke of Savcy, feem at lealt to
come up to us. The greateft powersin Germany are borroiving mony
where they can get it, in order to maintain their Itaved Quota 's,. and go
thorough their part ofthe expence : and if any of theCircles have bcen
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the Neceßty of an Augmentation. 917
negligent, they have paid for it much more in their late contributions,
than what would have furnilhed out their fhares in the common charges
of the war.

There are others who will objecl the poverty of the nation, and the
cüfrleulties it would find in furnilliing greater fupplies to the war than it
doth at prefent . To this we might anfwer, that if the nation were
really as poor as this objeftion makes it, it fhould be an argument for en-
forcing rather than diminiihing our prefent efforts againft France . The
finking our taxes for a few years would be only a temporary relief, and
in a little time occafion far greater impofitions, than thofe which are
now laid upon us. Whereas the feafonable expence of part of our riches,
will not only preferve the reft ; but by the right ufe of them procure
valt additions to our prefent flock . It may be neceffary for a perfon tan?
guifhing under an ill habit of body to lofe feveral ounces of blood, not-
withltanding it will weaken him for a time, in order to put a new fer-
ment into the remaining mafs, and draw into it frelh fupplies.

But we can by no means make this conceffion, to thofe who fo indu-
ftrioufly publilh the nation's poverty . Our country is not only rieh, but
abounds in wealth much more than any other of the fame extent in Eu-
rope. France , notwithftanding the goodnefs of its climate, the fertility
of its foil, the multitude of its inhabitants, its convenient harbours , both
for the Ocean and Mediterrane an, and its prefent correfpondence with
theWeft-lndies , is not to compare with Great Britain in this particular.
I ftiall tranferibe word for word the" pafTage of a late celebrated French
Author, which will lay this matter in its füll Hght ; and leave the Reader
to make the counter -part of the parallel betweep the two nations.

" According to all theinquiries that I have been able to make during
" feveral years, in which I have applied my felf to this fort of remarks,
" 1have obferved, that about a tenth part of the people of this kingdom
" are reduced to beggary, and are aclual beggars. That among the nine
" other parts, five are not in a condiäon to give alms or relief to thofe
" aforementioned, being very rear reduced themfelves to the fame mife-
" rable condition . Of the four other remaining parts, three are very
" uneafy in their circurnüances, and embaraffed with debts and law-
" fuits. In the tenth part , I reckon the Soldiers, Lawyers , Ecclefiaßicks,
" Merchants and iubi -aniial Citizens, which cannot make up more than a
" hundred thou and familits. And I btlieve I fhould not be miltaken, if
" I Ihould fay, that t! ere are not above ten thoufand of thefe families, -
Kwho are very much ii their eaie : and.if. out .of thefe ten .thoufand iM we
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« we fhould take the men that are employed in publick bufinefs, with
" their dependents and adherents, as alfo thofe whom the King fupports
« by his bounty, with a few Merchants , the number of thofe who re-
« main will be furprißngly little . Dixme Royale.

What .a dreadful account is this of nineteen millions of people ; for
fo many the Author reckons in that kingdom . How can we fee fuch a
multitude of fouls caft under fo many fubdivifions of mifery, without re-
flefting on the abfurdity of a form of government that faerifices the eafe
and happinefs of fo many reafonable ßeings to the glory of one of their
fellow-creatures ? ßut this is not our affair at prefent.

If we run over the other nations of Europe that have any part in the
prefent war, we fhall only pafs through fo many diiTerent fcenes of po-
verty. Spahl, 'Portugal , and Savoy are reduced to great extremities.
Germany is exhaufted to the lait degree in many parts of it, and in others
plundered of all ihe had left. Holland indeed flourifhes above the reft
in wealth and plenty : but if we confider the infinite induftry and penu-
rioufnefs of that people, the coarfenefs of their food and raiment , their
little indulgences of pleafure and excefs, it is no wonder that notwith-
ftanding they furnifh as great taxes as their neighbours, they make a bet¬
ter figure under them. In a Commonwealth there are not fo many over-
grown eltates as in monarchies, the wealth of the country is fo equally
diitributed , that moft of the Community are at their eafe, though few are
placed in extraordinary points of fplendor and magnificence. But not-
withttanding thefe circumltances may very much contribute to the feem-
ing profperity of the United Trovinces , we know they are indebted
many millions more than their whole republick is worth , and if we
confider the variety of taxes and impoiitions they groan under at a time
when their private diffenfions run high, and fome of the wealthieft parts
of the government refufe to bear their fliare in the publick expence, we
fhall not think the condition of that people fo much to be envied as fome
amongft us would willingly reprefent it.

Nor is Great Britain only rieh as flie llands in comparifon with other
States, but is really fo in her own intrinfick wealth. She had never more
lhips at fea, greater quantities of merchandife in her warehoufes, larger
reeeipts of cuftoms, or more numerous commodities rifing out of her
manufaclures than Ihe has at prefent . In fhort, ihe iits in the midit of a
mighty affluence of all the neceffaries and conveniencies of life. If our
ftlver and gold diminiilies, our publick credit continues unimpaired, and
if we are in want of bullion, it lies in our own power to fupply our felves.
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The old Roman General , when he heard his army complain of thirft,
fhewed them the fprings and rivers that lay behind the enemy's camp.
It is our own cafe : the rout of a Sfanlßo army would make us mafters
of the Indies.

If Prince Eugene takes upon him the command of the confederate
forces in Cata/onia, and meets with that fupport from the alliance which
they are capable of giving him, we have a fair profpecl:of reducing Spam
to the entire obedience of the houfe of Auflria . The Silefian fund (to-
the immortal reputation of thofe generous patriots who were concerned
in it) enabled that Prince to make a conqueft of Italy , at a time when
our affairs were more defperate there, than they are at prefent in the
kingdom of Spam.

When our Parliament has done their utmofl , another publick-fpirited
projeft of the fame nature , which the common enemy could not fore-
fee nor prepare againlt, might in all probability fet King Charles upon
the throne for which he hath fo long contended . One pitched battle
would determine the fate of the Spaniß continent.

Let us therefore exert the united ftrength of our whole Ifland, and
by that means put a new life and fpirit into the confederates , who have
their eyes fixed upon us, and will abate or increafe their preparations ac-
cording to the example that is fet them . We fee the neceflity of an aug-
mentation if we intend to bring the enemy to reafon, or refcue our
country from the miferies that may befal it ; and we find our felves in a
condition of making fuch an augmentation as, by the blefling of God,
cannot but prove effeäual . If we carry it on vigoroufly, we fhall gain
for our felves and our pofterity a long, a glorious and a lafting peace ;
but if we neglecl: fo fair an opportunity , we may be Willing to employ
all our hands, and all our treafures, when it will be too late ; and fhall be
tormented with one of the moft melancholy reflexions of an afflicled
heart, That it was once ki our power tohave made our felves and our
ehildren happy.

THE
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