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92 The SPECTATOR N§74

for the death of a perfon whom he loved, becaufe his gricf could not
fetch him again, I# ss for that very reafon, faid the Emperor,that I grieve.

On the contrary, religion bears a more tender regard to human nature.
It prefcribes to every miferable man the means of 'bettering his condition ;
nay, it thews him, that the bearing of his affliGions as he ought to do,
will naturally end in the removal of them: it makes him eafie here, be-
caufe it can make him happy hereafter.

Upon the whole, a contented mind is the greateft blefling a man can
enjoy in this world; and if inthe prefent life his happinefs arifes from
the {ubduing of his defires, it will arife in the next from the gratification
of them.

N° 575.  Monday, Auguft 2.

mmen= Nec morts effe locsm =~ Virg.

Lewd young fellow feeing an aged Hermit go by him barefoot,
Father, fays he, you are in a very miferable condition if there is
not another world. True fou, faid the Hermit; bur what is thy

condition if there is? Man is a creature defigned for two different ftates
of being, or rather, for two different lives. His firft life is fhort and
tranfient; his fecond permanent and lafting. The queflion we are all
concerned in is this, In which of thefe two lives it is our chief intereft
to make our felves happy? or, in other words, Whether we thould en-
deavour to fecure to our felves the pleafures and gratifications of a life
which is uncertain ‘and precarious, and at its utmoft length of a very in=
confiderable duration; or to fecure to our felves the pleafures of a life
which is fixed and fettled, and will never end? Every man, upon the firft
hearing of this queftion, knows very well which fide of it ‘he ought to
clofe with. But hewever right we are in theory, it is plain that'in pra-
Gice we adhere to the wrong fide of the queftion. 'We make provifions
for this life as though it were never to have an end, and for the other life
as though it were never to have a beginning.

Should a fpirit of fuperior rank, who is a ftranger to human nature,ac-

cidentally alight upon the earth, and take a furvey of ‘its in!mbita;lS;
; what
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what woeuld hismnotions of us be? Wonld not he think that we are a {pe-
cies of Beings made for quite different ends .and purpofes than what we
really are? Muft not he imagine, that we were placed in this world to get
riches and honours?, Would not he; think thar it was our duty:mit after
wealth, and ftation, and ticle? Nay, would not he believe we were for-
bidden poverty by threats of eternal punifhment, and enjoined to purfue
our pleafures under pain of damnation? He would certainly imagine that
we were -influenced by a fcheme of duties quite oppofite to thofe
which are indeed prefcribed to us. And truly, according to fuch an 1ma-
gination; he muft conclude that we are a {pecies of the moit obedient
creatures in the univerfe ; that we are conftant to our duty; and that we
keep a fteddy eye on the end for which we were {ent hither.

But how great would be his aftonifhment, when he learnt that we were
Beings not defigned to exift in this world above threefcore and ten years?
and that the greateft part of this bufie {pecies fall fhort even of that age?
How would he be loit in horrour and ‘admiration, when he fhould know
that this fett of creatures;who lay out all their endeavours for thislife, which
fearce deferves the name of exiftence, when, I fay, he fhould know that
this fett of creatures are to exift to all eternity in another life, for
which they make no preparations? Nothingcan be a greater difgrace to
reafon, than' that men; who  are perfwaded of thefe two different
fiates of Being, fhould be perpetually employed in providing for a life of
threefcore and ten years, and neglecting to make provifion for that, which
after many myriads of years will be {till new,and {till beginning; efpeci-
ally when we confider that our endeavours for making our felves great,
or rich, or honourable, or whatever elfe we place our happinefs in, may
after all prove unfuccefsful; whereas if we conftantly and fincerely en-
deavour to make our felves happy in the other life, we are fure that our
endeavours will fucceed, and that we fhall not be difappointed of our hope,

The following queftion is ftarted by one of the fchoolmen. Suppo-
fing the whole body of the earth were a great ball or mafs of the fineft
fand, and that a fingle grain or particle of this fand fhould be annihilated
every thoufand years. Suppofing then that you had it in your choice to
be happy all the while this prodigious mafs of fand was confuming by this
{low method till there was not a grain of it left, on condition you were
to be miferable for-ever after; or, fuppofing that you might be happy for
ever after, on condition you would be miferable till the whole mafs of
fand were thus annihilated at the rate of one fand in a thoufand years:

which of thefe two cafes would you make your choice?
; i
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[t muft be confefled in this cafe, fo many thoufands of years are to the
imagination as a kind of eternity, though in reality they do not bear fo
greata proportion to that duration which is to follow them, as a Unite does
to the greateft number which you can puttogether in figures, or as one of
thofe fands to the fuppofed heap. Reafon therefore tells us, without any
manner of hefitation, which would be the better part in this choice,
However, as I have before intimated, our reafon might in fuch a cafe be
fo over-fet by the imagination, as to difpofe fome perfons to fink under
the confideration of the great length of the firft part of this duration, and
of the great diftance of that fecond duration which is to fucceed it. The
mind, I fay, might give itfelf up to that happinefs which is at hand, con-
fidering that it is fo very near, and that it would laft {o very long. But
when the choice we aGtually have before us is this, Whether we will
chufe to be happy for the fpace of only threefcore and ten, nay perhaps
of only twenty or ten years, I might fay of only a day or an hour, and
miferable to all eternity; or, onthe contrary, miferable for this thort term
of years, and happy for a whole eternity: what words are fufficient to
exprefs that folly and want of confideration whichin fuch a cafe makes
a wrong choice?

I here put the cafe even at the worft, by fuppofing (what feldem hap-
pens) that a courfe of virtue makes us miferable in this life: but if we
fuppofe (as it generally happens) that virtue would make us more happy
even in this life than a contrary courfe of vice; how can we ﬁli‘Hcicnrly
admire the ftupidity or madnefs of thofe perfons who are capable of
making fo abfurd a choice?

Every wife man therefore will confider this life only as it may conduce
to the happinefs of the other, and chearfully facrifice the pleafures of a
few years to thofe of an eternity.

Wednefday,
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