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N°57<*- Tbe SPECTATOR.

N° 576. Wednefday, Auguß4.

Nitor m adverfum -y nec me, qui catera , vtncit
Impetus -, et rapido contrarius emhor orbi. Ovid;

IRemember a young man of very lively parts, and of a fprightly turn
in converfation, who had only one fault, which was an inordinate de-
fire of appearing faßiionable. This ran him into many amours, and

confequently into many dhtempers. He never went to bed tili two a-
clock in the morning, becaufe he would not be a queer fellow; and was.
every now and then knocked down by a Conftable, to fignalize his vi-
vaeity. He was initiated into half a dozen clubs before he was one and
twenty,. and fo improved in. them his natural gayety of temper, that you
might frequently trace him to his lodgings by a ränge of broken Win¬
dows, and other the like monuments of wie and gallantry. To be ftiort,
after having fully eitablimed his reputation of beinga very agreeable rake,
he died of old age at five and twenty.

There is indeed nothing which betraysa man into fö many errors and
inconveniencies, as the defire of not appearing fingularj for which rea-
fon it is very neceffary to form a right idea of fingularity, that we may
know when it is laudable and when it is vicious. In the firft place, eve¬
ry manof fenfe will agree with me, that fingularity is laudable, when,in
contradiiäiön to a multitude, it adheres to the diftates of confeience, mo-
rality, and honour. In thefe cafes we ought to confider, thar it is not
cuftom, but duty, which is the rule of acliön; and that we fhourd be on-
ly fo farfociabl&t as we are reafonable creatures. Truth is never thelefs
fo,.for not being attended to ; and it is the nature of acüons, not the
number of aftors, by which we ought to reguläte our behaviour. Sihgu-
larity in concerns of this kind is to be löoked upon as heroic bravery,
in which a man leaves the fpecies only as he foars above it. W.hat great-
er inftance can there be of a weak and pufillänimous temper, than for a
man to pafs his whole life in oppofition to hisown fentiments? or not to
dare to be what he thinks he ought to be?. Sfc
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Singularity therefore is ohly vicious when it makes men aft contrary

to realbn, or when it puts them upon diftinguiming themfelves by trifles.
As for the firft of thefe, who are iingular in any thing that is irreligious,
immoral, or dilhonourable, I believe every one will eafily give them up.
J fliall therefore fpeak of thofe only who are remarkable for their fingu-
iarity in things of no importance, as in drefs, behaviour, converfation,
and all the littie intercourfes of life. In thefe cafes there is a certain de-
ference due to cuftora; and notwithftanding there may be a colour of
reafon to deviate from the multitude in fome particulars, a man ought to
facrifice his private inclinations and opinions to the pra&ice of the pub-
iick. Et muil be confeffed that good fenfe offen makesa humourift; but
then it unqualifies him for being of any moment in the World, and ren-
ders him ridiculous to perfons of a much inferior underftanding.

I have heard of a Gentleman in the north of England, who was a re¬
markable inftance of this foolilh fingularity. He had laid it down as a
rule within himfel.f, to aft in the moll indifferent parts of life according
to the moft abftrafted notions of reafon and good fenfe, without any re-
gard to fafhion or example. This humour broke out at firft in many lit¬
tie oddneffes: he had never any ftated hours for his dinner, fupper, or
fleep; becaufe, faid he, we ought to attend the calls of nature, and not
fet our appetites to our meals, but bring our meals to our appetites. In
his converfation with Country-gentlemen, he would not make ufe of a
phrafe that was not ftriftly true : he never told any of them, that he was
his humble fervant, but that he was his well-wifher; and would rather
be thought a malecontent, than drink the King's health when he was not
a-dry. He would thruft his head out of his Chamber-window every mor-
ning, and after having gaped for frefli air about half an hour, repeat fifty
verfes as loud as he could bawl them for the benefit of his lungs; to
which end he generaily took them out of Homer; the Greek tongue, ef-
pecially in that Author, being more deep and fonorous, and more condu-
cive to expeftoration, than any other. He had many other particulari-
fiies, for which he gave found and philofophical reafons. As this humour
Hill grew upon him, he chofe to wear a turban inftead of a perriwig;
concluding very juftly, that a bandage of clean linnen aboüt his head was
much more wholfome, as well as cleanly, than the caul' of a wig, which
is foiled with frequent perfpirations. He afterwards judicioufly obferved,
that the many ligatures in our Englißodrefs muft naturally check the cir-
eulation of the blood; for which reafon, he made his breeches and his
4oublet of one continued piece of cloth, after the manner of the Hujfars.

In
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Infhort , by following the pure diftates of reafon, he at length departed
fo much from the reil of his countrymen , and indeed from his whole
fpecies, that his friends would have clapped him into Bedlam, and have
beggedhis eftate ; but thejudge being informed that he did no harm,
contented himfelf with ifluing out a commiflion of lunaey againft him,
and putting his eftate into the hands of proper guardians.

The fate of this Philofopher puts me in mind of a remark in Mon-
fieur Fontenelle's dialogue of the dead . The ambitious and the covetous
(fays he) are madmento all intents and ßurfofes , as much as thofe who
are fl)ut up in dark rooms; but they have the good luck to have numbers
on their fide ; whereas the frenzy of one who is given up for a lunatick t
is a frenzy hors d'oeuvre ; that is, in other words , fomething which is
fingular in its kind , and does not fall in with the madnefs of a multi-
tude.

.--

N ° 579. Wednefday, jlugufl 11.

------ Odora canum vis. Virg.

TTN the reign of King Charles I, the Company of Stationers, into whofe
I hands the printing of the Bible is committed by Patent , made a very

remarkable Erratum or blunder in one of their editions : for inftead
of Thoußoalt not commit Adultery , they printed ofT feveral thoufands of
copies with Thou floalt commit Adultery . Archbifhop Laud , to punifh
this their negligence, laid a confiderable fine upon that Company in theStar -chamber.

By the praftice of the world , which prevails in this degenerate age, I
am afraid that very many young profligates, of both fexes, are poflefled.
of this fpurious edition of the Bible, and obferve the Commandment ac-
cording to that faulty reading.

Adulterers , in the firft ages of the church , were excommunicated for
ever, and unqualified all their lives for bearing a part in chriftian aflem-
blies, notwithftanding they might feek it with tears, and all the appearan-
ces of the moft unfeigned repentance.

Vol . IV. N I
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