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the Almighty, and enjoy greater manifeftations of his prefence ; whe-
« ther there are not folemn times and occafions, when all the multitude
of heaven celebrate the prefence of their Maker in more extraordi-
« nary forms of praife and adoration; as Adam, though he had continued
« in a ftate of innocence, would, in the opinion of our Divines, have
« kept holy the Sabbath day, in a more particular manner than any other
& of the feven. Thefe, and the like fpeculations, we may very innocently
« indulge, fo long as we make ufe of them to infpire us with a defire of

« becoming inhabitants of this delightful place.
« | have in this, and in two foregoing Letters, treated on the moft fe-

« rious fubjet that can employ the mind of man, the Omniprefence of
« the Deity ; a fubjeét which, if poflible, fhould never depart from our
« meditations. We have confidered the divine Being, as he inhabits in-
« finitude, as he dwells among his works, as he is prefent to the mind of
&« man, and as he difcovers himfelf in a more glorious manner among
« the regions of the bleft. Such a confideration fhould be kept awake
« in us at all times, and in all places, and poffefs our minds with a per-
« petual awe and reverence. It fhould be interwoven with all our
« thoughts and perceptions, and become one with the confcioufnefs of
« our own Being. Itis not to be reflefted on in the coldnefs of Philo-
« fophy, bue ought to fink us into the loweft proftration before him,

« who is {o aftonithingly Great, Wonderful, and Holy.
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mmmmmemTenet infanabile multos
Seribend: Cacoethes ~---— Juv.

HERE is a eertain diftemper, which is mentioned neither by
Galen nor Hippocrates, nor to be met with in the London D:/-
penfary. Juvenal, inthe motto of my paper, terms it a Cacoetbes ;
which is a hard word for a difeafe called in plain Eugiz’ﬂ:, the itch of
writing. This Cacoethes is as epidemical as the {mall-pox, there being

very few who are not feized with it fome time or other in their lives..
"There
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There is'however this difference in thefe two diftempers, that the firt,
after having indifpofed you for a time, never returns again ; whereas this
I-am fpeaking of, when it is once got into the blood, feldom comes out
of it. The Brisi/b nation is very much afflicted with this malady, and
though very many remedies have been applied to perfons infected with it,
few of them have ever proved fuccefsful. Some have been cauterized with
fatyrs and lampoons, but have received little or no benefit from them ;
others have had their heads faftened for an hour together between a cleft
board, which is made ufe of asa cure for the difeafe when it appears
in its greateft malignity. 'There is indeed one kind of this malady which
has been fometimes removed, like the biting of a Tarantula, with the
found of a mufical inftrument, which is commonly known by the name
of a Cat-call. Butif you have a patient of this kind under your care,
you may aflure your {elf there is no other way of recovering him effe-
¢tually, but by forbidding him the ufe of pen, ink, and paper.

But to drop the allegory before I have tired it out, there is no {pecies
of fcriblers more offenfive, and more incurable, than your periodical wri-
ters, whofe works return upon the public on certain days and at {tated
times. We have not the confolation in the perufal of thefe Authors,
which we find at the reading of all others, (namely) that we are fure, if
we have but patience, we may come to the end of their labours. Ihave
often admired a humorous faying of Disgenes, who reading a dull Au-
ther to feveral of his friends, when every one began to be tired, finding
he was almoft come to a blank leaf at the end of it, cried, Cowrage, lads,
I fee land. On the contrary, our progrefs through that kind of writers
I am now fpeaking of, is never at an end. One day makes work for
another, we do not know when to promife our felves reft.

It is a melancholy thing to confider, that the Art of Printing, which
might be the greateft blefling to mankind, fhould prove detrimental to
us, and that it thould be made ufe of to fcatter prejudice and ignorance
through a people, inftead of conveying to them truth and knowledge.

I was lately reading a very whimfical treatife, entitled, #illiam Ram-
fey’'s Vindication of Affrolsgy. This profound Author, among many my-
ftical paflages, has the following one: ¢ The abfence of the Sun is not
% the caufe of night, forafmuch as his light is fo great that it may illumi-
“ nate the earth all over at once as clear as broad day, but there are te-
“ nebrificous and dark Stars, by whofe influence night is brought

“ on, and which do ray out darknefs and obfcurity upon the earth, as the
¢ Sun does light.
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I confider writers in the fame view this fage Aftrologer does the hea-
venly bodies. Some of them are flars that fcatter light, as others do
darknefs. 1 could mention {everal Authors who are tenebrificous ftars of
the firft magnitude, and point out a knot of Gentlemen who have been
dull in confort, and may be looked uponas a dark conftellation. The na-
tion has been a great while benighted with feveral of thefe antiluminaries.
I fuffered them to ray out their darknefs as long as I was able to endure
it, till at length I came to a refolution of rifing upon them, and hope in
a little time to drive them quite out of the Br#tifb Hemifphere.

N° 583. Friday, Auguf? 2o0.

Ipfe thymum pinofque ferens de montibus altss,

Zella ferat late circum, cui talia cure:

Ipfe labore manum duro terat, ipfe feraces

Figat bumo plantas, et amicos irriget imbres. Virg.

VERY ftation of life has duties which are proper to it, Thofe
who are determined by choice to any particular kind of bufinefs,
are indeed more happy than thofe who are determined by neceffi-

ty, but both are under an equal obligation of fixing on employments,
which may be either ufeful to themfelves or beneficial to others. No one
of the fons of A4dam ought to think himfelf exempt from that labour
and induftry, which were denounced to our firft parent, and in him to
all his pofterity. Thofe ro whom birth or fortune may feem to make
fuch an application unneceffary, ought to find out fome calling or profef-
fion for themfelves, that they may not lye as a burden on the fpecies, and
be the only ufelefs parts of the creation.

Many of our country Gentlemen in their bufie hours apply themfelves
wholly to the chafe, or to fome other diverfion which they find in the
fields and woods. This gave occafion to one of our moft eminent Englt/b
writers to reprefent every one of them as lying under a kind of curfe
Pronounced to them in the words of Goliath, I will give thee to the

Jowls of the air and to the beafls of the field,
Vou. V. O Though
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