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N° y85. Tbe SPECT ^ TOR . I0$
I confider writers in the fame view this fage Aftrologer does the hea-

vcnly bodies. Some of them are ftars that fcatter light, as others do
darknefs . I could mention feveral Authors who are tenebrificous ftars of
the firft magnitude, and point out a knot of Gentlemen who have been
dull in confort , and may be looked uponas a dark conftellation. The na-
tion has been a great while benighted with feveral of thefe antiluminaries.
I luflered them to ray out their darknefs as long as I was able to endure
it, tili at length I came to a refolution of rifing upon them, and hope in
a little time to drive them quite out of the Britißo Hemifphere.

N ° 583. Friday, Auguß 20.

Ipfe thymum p 'mofque ferens de montibus altis y
TeBa ferat late circum , cm talta cura:
Ipfe labore manum duro terat , tpfe feraces
Figat humo plantas , et amkos irriget imbres.

EVERY ftation of life has duties which are proper to it . Thofe
who are determined by choice to any particular kind of bufinefs,
are indeed more happy than thofe who are determined by neceffi-

ty, but both are under an equal Obligation of fixing on employments>
which may be either ufeful to themfelves or beneficial to others . No one
of the fons of Adam ought to think himfelf exempt from that labour
and induftry, which were denounced to our Arft parent , and in him to
all his pofterity . Thofe to whom birth or fortune may feem to make
fuch an application unneceffary, ought to find out fome calling or profef-
fion for themfelves, that they may not lye as a bürden on the fpecies, and
be the only ufelefs parts of the creation.

Many of our country Gentlemen in their bufie hours apply themfelves
wholly to the chafe, or to fome other diverfion which they find in the
fields and woods. This gave occafion to one of our raoft eminent Englifly
writers to reprefent every one of them as lying under a kind of curfe
pronounced to them in the words of Goliathy I will give thee to thg
ßwls of the air and to the beafis of the field.

Vol . IV. O Though

Virg.



io6 The SPECTATOR . N°583.
Though exercifes of this kind, when indulged with moderation, may

have a good influence both on the mind and body, the country affbrds
many other amufements of a more noble kind.

Among thefe I know none more delightful in itfelf, and beneficial to
the publick, than that of TLJNTING . I could mentiona Nobleman
whoie fortune has placed him in feveral parts of England^ and who has
always left thefe vifible rnarks behind him, whieh fliow he has been
there : he never hired a houfe in Iiis life, without leaving all about it the
feeds of wealth, and beftowing legacies on the pofterity of the owner.
Had all theGentlemen ofEnglandmadethe fame improvements upontheir
eftates,ourwhole country would have been at this time asonegreat garden.
Nor ought fuch an employment to be looked upon as too inglorious for
men of the higheft rank. There have been heroes in this art, as well as
in others. We are told in particular of Cyrusthe Great, that he planted
all the lefferAfia.There is indeed fomething truly magnificent in this kind
of amufement: it givesa nobler air to feveral parts of nature; it fills the
earth with a variety of beautiful fcenes, and has fomething in it like cre-
ation. For this reafon the pleafure of one who plants is fomething like
that of a Poet, who, as Arißotle obferves, is more delighted with his
produäions than any other writer or artift whatfoever.

Plantations have one advantage in them which is not to be found in
moft other works, as they give a pleafure of a more lafting date, and con-
tinually improve in the eye of the planter. When you have finiflieda
building, or any other undertaking of the like nature, it immediatelyde-
cays upon your hands; you fee it brought to its utmoft point of perfe-
ction, and from that time haftening to its ruine. On the contrary, when
you have finiflied your plantations, they are füll arriving at greater de-
grees of perfeftion as long as you live, and appear more delightful in eve-
ry fueceeding year, than they did in the foregoing.

ßut I do not only recommend this art to men of eftates as a pleafing
amufement, but as it is a kind of virtuous employment, and may there-
fore be inculcated by moral motives; particularly from the love which
we ought to have for our country, and the regard which we ought to
bear to our pofterity. As for the firft, I need only mention what is fre-
quenty obferved by others, th?t the increafe of foreft-trees does by no
means bear a proportion to the deftruftion of them, infomuch that in a
few ages the nation may be at a lofs to fupply itfelf with timber fuffici-
ent for the fieets of England. I know when a man talks of pofterity in
matters of this nature, he is looked upon with an eye of ridicule by the

cunning
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cunning and felfifh part of mankind . Moft pcople are of the humour of
an old fellow of a colledge, who when he was prefled by the fociety
to come into fomething that might redound to the good of their fuc-
ceffors, grew very peevilh, We are always doing, fays he, fomething for
foßerity , but I would fain fee poßerity do fomething for us.

ßut I think men are inexcufable, who fail in a duty of this natura
fince it is fo eafily difcharged . When a man confiders, that the putting
a few twigs into the ground , is doing good to one who will make his
appearance in the world about fifty years hence, or that he is perhaps
making one of his own defcendants eafie or rieh, by fo inconfiderable an
expence, if he finds himfelf averfe to it, he mult conclude that he has a
poor and bafe heart , void of all generous principles and love to man¬
kind.

There is one confideration , which may very much enforce what I have
here faid. Many honeft minds that are naturally difpofed to do good in
the world , and become beneffcial to mankind, complain within themfelves
that they have not talents for it . This therefore is a good office, which
is fuited to the meaneft capacides, and which may be performed by mul-
titudes>who have not abilities fufficient to deferve well of their country,
and to recommend themfelves to their pofterity, by any other method . It
is the phrafe of a friend of mine, when any ufeful country neighbour
dies, that you may trace htm: which I look upon as a good funeral ora-
tion , at the death of an honeft Husbandman , who has left the imprefli-
ons of his induftry behind him, in the place where he has lived.

Upon the foregoing confiderations , I can fearce forbear reprefenting
the fubjeä: of this p p̂er as a kind of moral virtue : which, as I have al-
ready fhown, recommends itfelf likewife by the pleafure that attends it.
It muft be confelTed, that this is none of thofe turbulent pleafures which
is apt to gratirie a man in the heats of youth ; but if it be not fo tumul-
tuous, it is more lafting. Nothing can be more delightful , than to enter-
tain our felves with profpefts of our own making, and to walk under
thofe fhades which our own induftry has raifed. Amufements of this
nature compofe the mind, and lay at reft all thofe paffions which are un-
ealie to the Soul of man, befides, that they naturally engender good
thoughts , and difpofe us to laudable contemplations . Many of the old
Philofophers pafled away the greateft parts of their lives among their
gardens. Epcurus himfelf could not think fenfual pleafure attainable in
any other feene. Every Reader who is acquainted with Homer, Virgil
and Horace, the greateft genius's of all antiquity, knows very well with
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108 The S P E CTATO R. ^584.
how much rapture they have fpoken on this fubjeft ; and that Virgil in
particular has written a whole book on the art of planting.

This art feems to have been more efpecially adapted to the nature of
man in his Primseval flate, when he had life enough to fee his produfti-
ons flourifh in their utmoft beauty, and gradually decay with him. One
who lived before the flood might have feen a wood of the talleft, oakes
in the acorn. But I only mention this particular , in order to introduce
in my next paper, a hiftory which I have found among the accounts of
China., and which may be looked upon as an Antediluvian novel.

N °584. Monday, Augufi23.

Hic gelidi fontesy hic mollia prata , Lycor 'i,
Hic nemus, hic toto tetum confumerer avo . Virg.

ILTA was one of the 150 daughters of Zilpah , of the race of
Cohu, by whom fome of the learned think is meant Cain. She
was exceedingly beautitul, and when fhe was but a girl of three-

fcore and ten years of age, received the addrefTes of feveral u ho made
love to her . Among thefe were two broihers , Harpath and Shaltim;
Harpath being the firit-born, was matter of that fruitful region which lies
at the foot of mount Tirzah , in the fouthern parts of China. Shalum
(which is to fay the Planter in the G6i»<?/Hanguage ) polleffed all the neigh-
bouring hüls, and that great ränge of mountains which goes under the
name of Tirzah . Harpath was of a haughty contemptuous fpirit ; Sha¬
lum was of a gentle difpofition, beloved both by God and man.

It is faid that, among the Antediluvian women, the daughters of Cohu
had their minds wholly fet upon riches ; for which reaion the beautiful
Hilpa preferred Harpath to Shalum, becaufe of his numerous flocksand
herds, that covered all the low country which runs along the foot of
mount Tirzah , and is watered by feveral fountains and ftreams breaking
out of the fides of that mountain.

Harpath made fo quick a difpatch of his courtfhip, that he married
Hilpa in the hundredth year of her age ; and being of an infolent tem¬
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