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N° 585.  Wednefday, Auguf? 25.

Ipfi letitia voces ad fidera jattan
Intonfi montes: ipfe jam carmina rupes,

Ipfa fonant arbufia-—=-—-—-- Virg.

The fequel of the flory of Shalum and Hilpa.

HE letter inferted in my laft had fo good an effe@ upon Iilpa,
that fhe anfwered it in lefs than a twelvemonth after the followa

ing manner.
Hilpa Miftrefs of the vallies, to Shalum Mafter of mount Tirzah.
In the 789th year of the creation.

< WHAT have I to do with thee, O Shalum? Thou praifeft Hil-

“ pa’s beauty, but art thou not fecretly enamoured with the ver-
« dure of her meadows? Art thou not more affeted with the profpectof
“ her green vallies, than thou wouldeft be with the fight of her perion?
%« The lowings of my herds, and the bleatings of my flocks, make a plea-
« fant echo in thy mountains, and found f{weetly in thy ears. What
« though I am delighted with the wavings of thy forefts, and thofe bree-
« zes of perfumes which flow, from the top of Tirzah: are thefe like
* the riches of the valley?

« T know thee, O Shalum; thou art more wife and happy than any of
“ the fons of men. Thy dwellings are amouy thie Cedars; thou fearch-
< eft out the diverfity of foils, thou underftandeft the influences of the
“ ftars, and markeft the change of feafons. Can a woman appear lovely
 in the eyes of fuch a one? Difquiet me not, O Shalum; let me alone,
“ that I may enjoy thofe goodly poffeflions which are fallen to my lot.
“ Win me not by thy emricing words. May thy trees increafe and muli-
« ply; mayeft thou add wood to wood, and fhade to fhade; but teinpt
“ not Hilpa to deftroy thy folitude, and make thy retirement populous.
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The Chinefe fay, that a little time afterwards the .lf:c‘ept'cd of a treat
in one of the neighbouring hills to which Sha/um had invited her. This
treat lafted for two years, mi is faid to have coft Shalum tive hundred
Jlt‘Lclﬂer. two thot ﬂmd Oftriches, and a thoufand tun of milk; but
what moft of all recommended it, was that variety of delicious fruitsand
Pot-herbs, in which no guiun then living could any way ]uei Shalum.

He treated her in the bower which he had p.wrcd amidit the wood of
nightingales. The wood was made up of fuch fruit trees and plants as
are moft agreeable to the feveral kinds of finging birds; fo that it had
drawn into it all the mufick of the country, and was filled from one end
of the year to the other with the molft a;rueahlu confort in feafon.

He fhewed her every day fome beautiful and f{urprifing fcene in this
new region of w ood-lands; and as by this means he had all the opportu-
nities he could with for of opening his mind to her, he fucceeded fowell,
that upon her departure the made him a kind of promife, and gave him
her word to return him a pofitive anfwer in lefs than fifty years.

She had not been long among her own people in the vallies, when fhe
received new overtures, “and at the fame time a moft {plendid vilit from
Mifbpach, who was a mighty man of old, and had built a great city, which
he called after his own name, E very houfe was made for at leait a thou-
fand }'mrs, nay there were fome that were leafed out for three lives; fo
that - the quanuty of {tone and timber confumed in this building- is
fcarce to be imagined by thofe who live in the prefent age of “the
world. This great man entertained her with the voice of mufical
inftruments which had been lately invented, and danced before her to
the found of the timbrel. He alfo prefented her with feveral domeftick
utenfils wrought in brafs and iron, which had been newly found out for

he conveniency of life. In the mean time Shalum grew very uneafie
with himfelf, and was forely difpleafed at Hilpa for the reception which
fhe had given to Mifbpach, infomuch that he never wrote to her or {poke
of her during 2 whole revolution of Safwrn; but finding that this inter-
courfe went no further than a vifit, he again renewed his addrefles to
her, who during his long filence is faid very often to have cafta withing
eye upon mount Tirzab.

Her mind continued wavering about twenty years longer between
Shalum and Mifbpach; for 1!10ug1 her inclinations favoured the former,
1er intereft pleaded very powerfully for the other. W hile her heart was
in this nnfetrtled cor ‘diuon, the following urc;dm[ happened which de-
sermined her choice. A high tower ot wood that flood in the city of

Mifb-
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Mifhpachhaving caught fire'by-a flath of lightning, in a few days redu-
ced the whole town to athes, Mifbpach refolved to rebuild the place,
whatever it thould coft him; and having already deftroyed all the timber
of the country, he was forced to have recourfe to Shalum, whofe foreits
were now two hundred years old. He purchafed thefe woods with fo
many herds of cattle and flocks of fheep, and with fuch a vaft extent of
fields and paftures, that Shelum was now grown more wealthy than Mi/b-
pach; and therefore appeared focharming in theeyes of Zzjpab’s daughter,
that the no longer refufed him in marriage. On the day in which he
brought her up into the mountains, he raifed a moft prodigious pile of
Cedar, and of every {weet fmelling wood, which reached above 300 cu-
bits in height: he alfo caft into the pile bundles of myrrhand fheaves of
{pikenard, enriching it with every fpicy fhrub, and making it fat with
the gums of his plantations. This was the burnt-offering which Shalum
offered in the day of his efpoufals: the fmoke of it afcended up to Hea-
ven, and filled the whole country with incenfe and perfume.

N° 590. * Monday, September 6.

------ Alfiduo labuntur tempora motu

Non fecus ac flumen.  Neque enim confiftere flumen,

Nec levis bhora poteft: fed ut unda impellitur wnda,
Usgeturque prior venienti, urgetque priorem,

Tempora fic fugmnt pariter, pariterque [equuntur

Et nova funt femper.  Nam quod furt ante, relium eff;

Fitque quod haud fuerat : momentague cunéia novantur.
Ov, Met.

E confider infinite {paceas an expanfion without acircumference:

we confider eternity, or infinite duration, as a line that has nei-

ther a beginning nor an end. In our Speculations of infinite

fpace, we confider that particular place in which we cxift, as a kind of
Vou. IV, P center




	Seite 111
	Seite 112
	Seite 113

