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A Critic may have the fame confelation in the ill fuccefs of his Play, as
Dr. South tells us a Phyfician has at the death of a patient, That he wag
killed fecundum artem. Qur inimitable Shake/pear is a {tumbling-block
to the whole tribe of thefe rigid Critics. Who would not rather read
one of his Plays, where there is not a fingle rule of the Stage obferved,
than any produétion of a modern Critic, where there is not one of them
violated ¢ Shakefpear was indeed born with all the feeds of poetry, and
may be compared to the ftone in Pyrrbus’s ring, which, as Pliny tells
us, had the figure of 4po/lo and the nine Mufes in the veins of it, pro-
duced by the fpontaneous hand of nature, without any help from art.

N° 593. Friday, September 24.

Jamne igitur landas, quod de [apientibus alter
R.ideéar, gz»faz‘i.:'_r a limine moverat unum
Protuleratque _pfra’f'm : flebat contrarius alter ? Juv.

=

ANKIND may be divided into the merry and the ferious, who,
both ef them, make a very good figure in the fpecies, fo long
as they keep their refpective humours from degenerating into

the neighbouring extreme; there being a natural tendency in the one to
a melancholy morofenefs, and in the other to a fantaftic levity,

The merry part of the world are very amiable, whilft they diffufe a
chearfulnefs through converfation at proper feafons and on proper occa-
fions ; but, on the contrary, a great grievance to fociety, when they in-
fect every difcourfe with infipid mirth, and tura into ridicule fuch {ub.
Jects as are not fuited to it.. For though laughter is looked upon by
the Philofophers as the property of Reafon, the excefs of it has been al-
ways confidered as the mark of folly.

On the other fide, ferioufnefs has its beauty whilt it is attended with
chearfulnefs and humanity, and does not come in unf{eafonably  to pall
the good humour of thofe with whom we converfe.

Thefe two fets of men, notwithitanding they each of them fhine in
their refpective charaflers, are apt to bear a natural averfion and antipa-
thy to one another, W hat
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What is more ufual, than to hear men of ferious tempers and auftere
morals, enlarging upon the vanities and follies of the young and gay part
of the fpecies ; whilft they look with a kind of horror upon {uch pomps
and diverfions as are innocent in themfelves, and only culpable when
they draw the mind too much ?

I could not but {mile upon reading a paflage in the account which Mr.
Baxter gives of his own life, wherein he reprefents it as a great blefling,
that in his youth he very narrowly efcaped getting a place at court.

It muft indeed be confefled that levity of temper takes a man off his
guard, and opens a pafs to his foul for any temptation that affaults it.
It favours all the approaches of vice, and weakens all the refiftance of
virtue. For which reafon a renowned Statefman in Queen E/izaberh’s
days, after having retired from court and publick bufinefs, in order to
give himfelf up to the duties of religion ; when any of his old friends
ufed to vifit him, had ftill this word of advice in his mouth, Be ferious.

An eminent f¢alian Author of this caft of mind, fpeaking of the great
advantage of a ferious and compofed temper, withes very gravely, that
for the benefit of mankind he had T#gphonius’s cave in his pofleflion 5
which, fays he, would contribute more to the reformation of manners
than all the Work-houfes and Bridewells in Eurgpe.

‘We have avery particular defcription of this cave in Paufanias,who tells
us, that it was made in the form of a huge oven, and had many particular
circumftances, which difpofed the perfon who was in it to be more pen-
five and thoughtful than ordinary; infomuch that no man was ever ob-
ferved to laugh all his life after, who had once made his entry into this
cave. It was ufual in thofe times, when any one carried a more than
ordinary gloominefs in his features, to tell him that he looked like one
juft come out of Trephonius’s cave.

On the other hand, writers of a more merry complexion have been no
lefs fevere on the oppofite party ; and have had one advantage above them,
that they have attacked them with more turns of wit and humour.

After all, if a man’s temper were at his own difpofal, I think he would
not chufe to be of either of thefe parties; fince the moft perfe@ chara-
¢ter is that which is formed out of both of them. A man would nei-
ther chufe to be a Hermit nor a Buffoon : human nature is not fo mife-
rable, as that we fhould be always melancholy ; nor fo happy, as that we
fhould be always merry. In a word, a2 man thould not live as if there
was no God in the world ; nor, at the fame time, as if there were no men
in it.

Vor. IV. Q - #edne[fday,
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