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N°67. 7he GUARDIAN,

N ° 67. Thurfday, May28. 1713.

------------- ne forte pudori
Sit tibi mufa l<yr <e folers , et cantor Apollo . Hör.

IT has been remarked , by curious obfervers, that Poets are generally
long-lived, and run beyond the ufual age of man, if not cut off by
fome accident or excefs, as Anacreon, in the midft of a very merry

old age, was choaked with a grape-ftone. The fame redundancy of fpi-
rits, that produces the poetical flame, keeps up the vital warmth, and ad-
minifters uncommon fewel to life. I queftion not but feveral inftances
will occur to my Reader 's memory, from Homer down to Mr . Dryden.
I lhall only take notice of two who have excelled in Lyrics , the one an
ancient and the other a modern . The firft gained -an immortal reputa-
tion by celebrating feveral Jockeys in the Olympic games ; the laft has
fignalized himfelf on the fame occafion by the Ode that begins with-
To horfê brave boys, to New market , to horfe. My Reader will, by this
time, know that the two Poets 1 have mentioned , are Tindar and Mr.
d' Vrfey . The former of theie is long fince laid in his urn, after having,
many years together , endeared himfelf to all Greece by his tuneful com-
pofitions. Our countryman is ftill living, and in a blooming old age, that
itill promifes many mufical produftions ; for, if I am not miftaken, our
Brltißo Swan will fing to the laft. The beft judges, who have perufed
his laft fong on the Moderate Man, do not difcover any decay in his
parts, but think it deferves a place among the works with which he obliged
the world in his more early years.

I am led into this fubjecl: by a vilit which I lately received from my good
old friend and contemporary . As we both flourifiied together in King
Charles the Second's reign, we diverted our felves with the remembrance
of feveral particulars that palled in the world before the greateft part of
my Readers were born, and could not but fmile to think how infenßbly
we were grown into a couple of venerable old Gentlemen. Tom ob-
ferved to me, that after having wrkten more Odes than Horace, and
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about four times as many Comedies as Terence, he was reduced to great
difficulties by the importunities of a fet of men, who, of late years, had
furnifhed him with the accommodations of life, and would not, as we
fay, be paid with a fong. In order to extricate my old friend, I imme-
diately fent for the three direftors of the Play-houfe, and defired them
that they would in their turn do a good office for a man, who, in Sbake-
fpear's phrafe, had often filled their mouths, I mean with pleafantry and
populär conceits. They very generoufly liftened to my propofal, and a-
greed to aft the Tlotting-Siflers, (a very taking Play of my old friend's
compofing) on the the i^th of the next month, for the benefit of the
Author.

My kindnefs to the agreeable Mr. d 'Vrfey will be imperfecl, if after
having engaged the players in his favour, I do not get the town to come
into it. I muft therefore heartily recommend to all the young Ladies,,
my difciples, the cafe of my old friend, who has often made their grand-
mothers merry, and whofe Sonnets have perhaps lulled a-fleep many a.
prefent Toaft, when fhe lay in her cradle.

I have already prevailed upon my Lady Lizard to be at the houfe in
one of the front boxes, and defign, if I am in town, to lead her in my
felf at the head of her daughters. The Gentleman I am fpeaking of has
laid obligations on fo many of his countrymen,. that I hope they will
think this but a jufl: return to the good fervice of a veteran Poet.

I my felf remember KingCharles the Second leaning on Tomd"Urfeys
flioulder more than once, and humming over a fong with him. It is cer-
tain that MonarchwTas not a little fupported by Joy to great Caefar, which
gave the Whigs fuch a blow as they were not able to recover that whole
reign. My friend afterwards attacked Popery with the fame fuccefs,
having expofed Bellarmine and Torto-Carrero more than once in fhort
fatyrical compofitions, which have been in every body's mouth. He has
made ufe of Italian tunes and fonnata's for promoting the Proteftant in-
tereit, and turned a confiderable part of the Pope's mufic againft him-
felf. In Ihort, he has obliged the Court with political Sonnets, the coun-
try with Dialogues and Paitorals, the City with Defcriptions of a Lord-
Mayor's feaft, not to mention his little Ode upon Stool-ball̂ with many
others of the like nature.

Should the very individuals he has celebrated make their appearance
together, they would be fufficient to rill the Play-houfe. Tretty Peg of
Windfor, Gilian of Croydon, with Dolly and Molly, and Tommy and
Johny, with many others to be met with in the mufical mifcellanies, en-
titled Tills to ptrge Melancholy, would make a good benefit night.

As
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As my friend, after the manner of the old Lyricks, accompanies his

workŝ with his own voice, he has been the delight of the moft polite
companies and converfations from the beginning of King Charles the
Second's reign to our prefent times. Many an honeft Gentleman has got
a reputation in his country, by pretending to have been in Company with.
Tomd,rürfey.

I might here mention feveral other merits in my friend; as his enrich-
ing our language with a multitude of rhimes, and bringing words toge-
ther that, without his good offices, would never have been acquainted
with one another, fo long as it had been a tongue. But I muft not omit
that my old friend angles for a trout the beft of any man in England.
May flies come in late this feafon, or I my felf lhould, before now, have
hada trout of his hooking.

After what I have faid, and much more that I might fay, on this fubjeft,
I queftion not but the world will think that my old friend ought not to
pals the remainder of his life in a cage like a finging bird, but enjoy all
that pindaric liberty which is fuitable to a man of his genius. He has
made the world merry, and I hope they will make him eafie fo long as
he ftays among us. This I will take upon me to fay, they eannot do a
kindnefs to a more diverting companion, or a more chearful, honeft and
gbod-natured man.

N ° 71. Tuefdayi June 2.

Quäle portentum neque militaris
Daunia in Jatis alit efculeüs^
Nec Jubce tellus generat , leonum

Arida nutrix . Hör.

1Queftion not but my country cuftomers will be furprized to hear me
complain that this town is, of late years, very much infefted with
Lions ; and will, perhaps, look upon it as a ftrange piece of news,

whenI aflure them that there are many of thefe beafts of prey who walk
R x our
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