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As my friend, after the manner of the old Lyricks, accompanies his

workŝ with his own voice, he has been the delight of the moft polite
companies and converfations from the beginning of King Charles the
Second's reign to our prefent times. Many an honeft Gentleman has got
a reputation in his country, by pretending to have been in Company with.
Tomd,rürfey.

I might here mention feveral other merits in my friend; as his enrich-
ing our language with a multitude of rhimes, and bringing words toge-
ther that, without his good offices, would never have been acquainted
with one another, fo long as it had been a tongue. But I muft not omit
that my old friend angles for a trout the beft of any man in England.
May flies come in late this feafon, or I my felf lhould, before now, have
hada trout of his hooking.

After what I have faid, and much more that I might fay, on this fubjeft,
I queftion not but the world will think that my old friend ought not to
pals the remainder of his life in a cage like a finging bird, but enjoy all
that pindaric liberty which is fuitable to a man of his genius. He has
made the world merry, and I hope they will make him eafie fo long as
he ftays among us. This I will take upon me to fay, they eannot do a
kindnefs to a more diverting companion, or a more chearful, honeft and
gbod-natured man.

N ° 71. Tuefdayi June 2.

Quäle portentum neque militaris
Daunia in Jatis alit efculeüs^
Nec Jubce tellus generat , leonum

Arida nutrix . Hör.

1Queftion not but my country cuftomers will be furprized to hear me
complain that this town is, of late years, very much infefted with
Lions ; and will, perhaps, look upon it as a ftrange piece of news,

whenI aflure them that there are many of thefe beafts of prey who walk
R x our
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our ftreets, in broad day-light, beating about from CofFee-houfe to Cof-
fee-houfe, and feeking whom they may devour.

To unriddle this paradox, I muft acquainc my.rural Reader , that we
polite men of the town give the name of a Lion to any one that is a great
man's fpy. And whereas I cannot difcharge my office of Guardian with-
out fetting a mark on fuch a noxious animal, and cautioning my wards
againft him, I defign this whole paper as an Effay upon the political
Lion.

It has coft me a great deal of time to difcover the reafon of this ap-
pellation, but after many difquifitions and conjeftures on fo obfcure a
fubjeft , I find there are two accounts of it more fatisfaftory than the reit.
In the republick of Venice•, which has been always the mother of politics,
there are near the Doges palace feveral large figures of Lions curioufly
wrought in marble, with mouths gaping in a raoft enormous manner.
Thofe who have a mind to give the ftateany private intelligence of vvhat
paffes in the city, put their hands into the mouth of one of thefe Lions,
and convey into it a paper of fuch private informations as any way re-
gard the intereft or fafety of the common-wealth . By this means all the
fecrets of State come out of the Lion 's mouth . The informer is con-
cealed, it is the Lion that teils every thing . In fhort, there is not a mif-
management in office, or a murmur in converfation, which the Lion does
not acquaint the government with . For this reafon, fay the learned, a
fpy is very properly diftinguiiried by the name of Lion.

I muft confefs this etymology is plaufible enough, and I did for fome
time acquiefce in it, tili about a year or two ago I met with a little Ma-
nufcript which fets this whole matter in a clear light. In the reign of
Queen Elizabeth , fays my Author , the renowned PPalßnghamhad many
fpies in his fervice, from whom the government received great advantage.
The moft eminent among them was the Statefman's barber,whofe Sirname
was Lion. This fellow had an admirable knack of fifliing out the fecrets
of his cuftomers, as they were under his hands. He would rub and la-
ther a man's head, until he had got out every thing that was in it. He
had a certain map in his fingers and volubility in his tongue, that would
engage a man to talk with him whether he would or no. By this means
he became an inexhauftible fund of private intelligence, and fo fignalized
himfelf in the capacity of a fpy, that from his time a mafter-lp-y goesunder the name of a Lion.

Walfmgham had a moft excellent penetration , and never attempted
to turn any man into a Lion whom he did not fee highly quaiified for it,

whpn



N ° 71; GUARDIA N. 133
when he was in his human condition . Indeed the fpeculative men of
thofe times fay of him, that he would now and thcn p!ay them off and
expofe them a little unmercifully ; but that, in my opinion, feems only
good policy, for otherwife they might fet up for men again, when they
thought fit, and defert his fervice. But however , though in that very
corrupt age he made ufe of thefe animals, he had a great eiteem for true
men, and always exerted the higheft generofity in offering them more,
without asking terms of them, and doing more for them out of meer
refpecl for their talents, though againft him, than they could expecl:from
any other Miniiter whom they had ferved never fo confpicuoufly. This
made Rakigh (who profefled himfelf his Opponent) fay one day to a
friend, Tox take this Walfingham, he baffles every body> he will not ß
much as let a man hate him in private . True it is, that by the vvander-
ings, roarings, and lurkings of his Lions he knew the way to every man
breathing, who had not a contempt for the world it felf : he had Lions
rampant whom he ufed for the fervice of the Church , and couchant who
were to lie down for the Queen . They were fo much at command that
the couchant would acl: as rampant, and the rampant as couchant , with¬
out being the leaft out of countenance , and all this within four and
twenty hours. Walfinghamhad the pleafanteft life in the world, for, by
the force of his power and intelligence, he faw men as they really were,
and not as the world thought of them : all this was principally brought
about by feeding his Lions well, or keeping them hungry, according to
their difFerent conftitutions.

Having given this lliort, but necefTary account of this Statefman and
his barber, who, like the taylor in Shake/pears Tjramus and Thisbe, was
a man made as other men are, notwithftanding he was a nominal Lion , I
ihall proceed to the defcription of this dränge fpecies of creatures . E-
ver fince the wife Walfingham was Secretary in this nation, our Statefmen
are faid to have encouraged the breed among us, as very well knowing
that a Lion in our Brittfh Arms is one of the fupporters of the Crown,
and thatit is impoffible'for a government , in which there are fuch a va-
riety of faclions and intrigues, to fubfiit without this neceflary animal.

A Lion , or maiter-fpy, has feveral Jack-calls under him, who are his
retailers of intelligence, and bring him in materials for his report ; his
chief haunt is a Goffee-houfe, and as his voice is exceeding ftrong, it
aggravates the found of every thihg it repeats.

As the Lion generally thirits afcer blood, and is -of a fierce and cruel
nature, there are no fecrets which he hunts after with more delight, than

thofe
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thöfe that cut off heads, hang, draw and quarter , or end in the ruin bf
the perfon who becomes his prey . If he gets the wind of any word or
aftion that may do a man good, it is not for his purpofe, he quits the
chace, and falls into a more agreeable fcent.

He difcovers a wonderful fagacity in feeking after his prey. He couches
and frisks about in a thoufand fportful motions to draw it within his
reach, and has a particular way of imitating the found of the creature
whom he would enfnare ; an artifice to be met with in no beaft of prey,
exeept the Hyana and the political Lion.

You feldom fee a clufter of news-mongers without a Lion in the midft
of them. He never mhTes taking his Hand within ear-ihot of one of
thofe little ambitious men who fet up for orators in places of publick re-
fort . If there is a whifpering hole, or any publick-fpirited corner in a
Coffee-houfe, you never fail of feeing a lion couched upon his elbow in
fome part of the neighbourhood.

A Lion is particularly addi&ed to the perufal of every loofe paper that
lies in his way. He appears more than ordinary attentive to what he
reads, while he liilens to thofe who are about him. He takes up the
Toflman, and fnuffs the candle that he may hear the better by it . I have
feen a Lion pore upon a fingle paragraph in an old Gazette for two hours
together , if his neighbours have been talking all that while.

Having given a füll defcription of this monfter, for the benefit of fuch
innocent perfons as may fall into his walks, I mall apply a word or two
to the Lion himfelf, whom I would defire to confider that he is a crea¬
ture hated both by God and man, and regarded with the utmoft con-
tempt even by fuch as make ufe of him. Hangmen and executioners
are neceflary in a State, and fo may the animal I have been here mention-
ing ; but how defpicable is the wretch that takes on him fo vile an em-
ployment ? there is fcarce a Being that would not fuffer by a comparifon
with him, exeept that Being only v/ho a&s the fame kind of part, and is
both the tempter and aceufer of mankind.

N. B. Mr . Ironfide has, within five weeks laß pafl , mufled three Lions,
gorged five , and killed one. On Monday next the skin of the dead one
will be hung up, in terrorem , at Button 'j- Coffee-houfe over-againfi TomV
in Covent -Garden .'

tVednefday,
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