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How different an old man is Craffies from my felf. It is indeed the
particular diftinétion of the Ironfides to be robuit and hardy,to defie the
cold and rain, and let the weather do its worft. My father lived till a
hiindred without a cough, and we have a tradition in the family, that
my grandfather ufed to throw off his hat and go open breafted after four-
fcore. As for my felf, they ufed to fowfe me over head and ears in wa-
ter when I was a boy, fo that] am now looked upon as one of the moik
cafe-hardened of the whole family of the Ironfides. In thort, I have been
fo plunged in water and inured to the cold, that ] regard my felf asa piece
of true-tempered Steele, and can fay with the above-mentioned Seyrhi-
an, that 1 am face, or if my enemies pleafe, forehead, all over.

Ne° 103.  Thurfday, Fuly 9.
Dum flammas Jovis, et fonitus imitatur Olympt. — Virg,

- Am confidering how moft of the great Phenomena, or appearances
in nature, have been imitated by the art of man. Thunder is grown
a common drug among the Chymifts. Lightning may be bought by
the pound. If a man has occafion for a Lambent flame, you have whole
fheets of it in a handful of Phofphor. Showers of rain are to be met
with in every water-work; and we are informed, that fome years ago:
the Vertuofo's of France covered a little vault with artificial fnow, which
they made to fall above an hour together for the entertainment of his
prefent Majefty.

I am led into this train of thinking by the noble fire-work that wasex-
hibited laft night upon the Thames. You might there fee a little sky
filled with innumerable blazing Stars and Meteors. Nothing could be
more aftonithing than the pillars of flame, clouds of {moke, and multi-
tudes of ftars mingled together in fuch an agreeable confufion. Every
Rocket ended in a Conftellation, and ftrowed the air with {fuch a thower
of filver {pangles, as opened and enlightened the whole fcene from time
to time. It put me in mind of the lines in OEdipas,

Why
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Why from the bleeding womb of maonftrous night
Burft forth fuch myriads of abortive ftars?

In fhort, the artift did his part to admiration, and was {o encompaflfed with
fire and {moke, that one would have thought nothing but a Salamander
could have been fafe in fuch a fituation.

I was in company with two or three fanciful friends during this whole
fhow. One of them being a Critic, that is, a man who on all occafions
is more attentive to what is wanting than what is prefent, begun to exert
his talent upon the feveral objeéts we had before us. I am mightily pleaf-
ed, fays he, with that burning cypher. There is no matter in the world
fo proper to write with as wild-fire, as no charafters can be more le-
gible than thofe which are read by their own light. But as for your
cardinal virtues I do not care for feeing them in fuch combutible figures.
Who can imagine Chaffity with a body of fire, or Zemperance in a flame?
Fuftice indced may be furnithed out of this element as far as her {word

.goes, and Courage may be all over one continued blaze, if the artift
pleafes.

Our companion obferving that we laught at this unfeafonable feverity,
letdrop the Critic,and propofed a fubjeét fora fire-work, which he thought
would be very amufing, if executed by fo able an artift as he who was at
that time entertaining us. The plan he mentioned was a {cene in Mil-
ton. He would have a large piece of machinery reprefent the Pande-
monium, where

from the arched roof

Pendent by fubtle magick, many a row

Of farry lamps, and blazing creffets, fed

With Naphtha and Afphaltus, yielded light

As from a sky
This might be finely reprefented by feveral illuminations difpofed in a
great frame of wood, with ten thoufand beautiful exhalations of fire,
which men verfed in this art know very well how to raife. The evil
fpirits at the fame time might very. properly appear in vehicles of flame,
and employ all the tricks of art to terrifie and furprize the fpectator.

We were well enough pleafed with this ftart of thought, but fancied

there was fomething in it too ferious, and perhaps too horrid, to be put
in execution.

U 2 Upon
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Upon this a friend of mine gave us an account of a fire-work defcri-
bed, if [ am nor miltaken, by Strada. A Prince of Iraly, it {feems, en-
terrained his miftrefs wich it upon a great lake. In the midit of this lake
was a huge floating mountain made by art. The mountain reprefented
Aitna, being bored through the top with a monftrous orifice. Upon a
fignal given the eruption began. Fire and fmoke, mixed with fevera
unufual prodigies and figures, made their appearance for fome time., On
a fudden there was heard a moit dreadful rumbling noife within the en.
trails of the machine. After which the mountain burlt, and difcovered
a vait cavity in that fide which faced the Prince and his Court. Within
this hollow was Pulcan's fhop full of tire and clock-work. A columnu of
blue flames iflued out inceflantly from the forge. Pulcan was employed
in hammering out thunder-bolts, that every now and then flew up from
the anvil with dreadful cracks and flathes. Penws {tood by him ina fi-
gure of the brighteft fire, with numberlefs Cupids on all {ides of her, that
ihot out vollies of burning arrows. Before her was an altar with hearts
of fire flaming on it. | have forgot feveral other particulars no lefs curi
ous, and have only mentioned thefe to fhow that there may be a fort of
fable or delign i a hre-work, which may give an additional beauty to
thofe furprizing objects.

[ feldom fee any thing that raifes wonder in me, which does not give
my thoughts a turn that makes my heart the betterforir. As I was |v-
ing in my bed, and ruminating on what I had feen, T could not forbear
re}lcd‘iing_.r; on the infignificancy of human art, when fet in comparifon with
the defigns of Providence. In the purfuit of this thought 1 confidered
a Comet, or in the language of the vulgar a blazing-ftar, asa skv-rocket
difcharged by an hand that is Almighty. Many of my Readers {aw that
in the year 1680, and if they are not mathematicians will be amazed to
hear that it travelled in a much greater degree of {wifinefs than a cannon
hall, and drew after it a tajl of fire that was fourfcore millions of miles
in length. What an amazing thought is it to confider this ftupendous
body traverfing the immenfity of the Creation with fuch a rapidity, and
at the fame time wheeling about in that line which the Almighty has pre-
(cribed for it? that it thould move in fuch an inconceivable fury and
combutition, and at the fame time with fuch an exact regularity?  How
fpacious muit the Univerfe be that gives fuch bodies as thefe theit full play,.
without fuftering the leaft diforder or confufion by it? What a glorious
fhow are thofe Bemngs entertained with, that can look into this great
theatre of nature, and fee myriads ufiiquircn;cnaﬁuuslotjcc1b1\anafing

through,
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through thofe immeafurable depths of Ether, and running their appoin-
ted courfes? Our eyes may hereafter be ftrong enough to command this
magnificent pmip::tf{, and our underitandings able to find out the {everal
ules of thefe great parts of the Univerle, In the mean time they are
very proper objetts for our imaginations to contemplate, that we may
form more exalted notions of infinite wifdom and power, and learn to
think humbly of our felves, and ofall the little works of human Inven-

tion.

N° 104.  Friday, Fuby 10.

One ¢ longinguo magis placent. Tacit.

N Tuefday laft 1 publifhed two letters written by a Gentleman in

his travels.  As they were applauded by my beft Readers, I (halt

this day publith two more from the fame hand. The firit of them
contains a matter of fact which is very curious, and may deferve the at-
tention of thole who are verfed in our Briri/b antiquities.

IR, Bhlyis, May 15. N. §.

¢ ECAUSE I am at prefent out of the road of news, Ifhall fend
you a {tory that was lately given me by a Gentleman of this coun~
« try, who is defcended from one of the perfons concerned in the Re-
« Jation, and very inquifiive to know if there be any of the family now
% in England.
« | fhall only premife to it, that this ftory is preferved with great care
« among the writings of this Gentleman’s family, and that it has been
“ given to rwo or three of our Engli/b Nobility, w hen they were in
« thefe parts, who could not return any fatistactory aniwer to the Gen-
« tleman, whether there be any of that family now remaining in Grear
“ Britain,
« In the Reign of King Yohn there lived a nobleman called Fobn de Si-
« gonia, Lord of that place i Tourraine. His Brothers were Fhilip and
« Briant. Briant, when very young, was made one of the Freucl
« King’s
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