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68 T GUARDIAN. Neioy

great, and {fo many fhips have been loft by it, and this has been fo long
and {o fen{ibly known by trading nations, that great rewards are faidto
be publickly offered for its iupph We are well fatisfied, that the dif-
covery we have to make as to this matter, is eafily intelligible by all,
and readily to be practifed at fea as well as at land; that the Latitude
will thereby be likewife found at the fame time; and that with proper
charges it may be made as univerfal as the world fhall pleafe; nay, that
the LonutLud{: and Latitude may be generally hereby deter mined to a

¢ greater dccrlu, of exa@nefs thanthe Latitude itfelf isnow ufually found

at fea. So that on all accounts we h lope 1t will appear very w m‘th\,‘ the
publick confideration. We are ready to difclofe it to the world, if we

may be aflured that no other }\:11 ns fhall be allowed to deprive us of
thofe rewards which the publick fhall think fit to beftow for fuch a dif-
covery; but do not defire aétually to receive any benefit of that na-
ture, untill Sir Jfaac Newton himfelf, with fuch other proper perfons as
fhall be chofen to aflift him, have given their opinion in favour of this
difcovery. If Mr. Iro~nsipEe pleafes fo far to oblige the publick as
to communicate this propofal to the world, he will allo lay a great obli-

CF
.|.

¢ gation on

His very bumble Servants,
Will. Whiiton,
Humphry Ditton.
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Abjetibus juvenes patriis et montib

r Do not care for burning my fingers in a quarrel, but {ince I have com-
municated to the world a plan, which has given offence to fome Gen-
tlemen whom it would not be very fafe to difoblige, I muft infert

" the following remonftrance; and at the {fame time promife thofe of my

c

orrefpondents who have drawn this upon themf{elves, to. exhibit to the

publick any fuch anfwer as they fhall think proper to make to it.

M.
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Mr. GuUARDIA N,

Was very much troubled to fee the two letters which you lately

publifhed concerning the Short Club. You cannot imagine what
airs all the little pragmatical fellows about us have given themfelves
fince the reading of thofe papers. Every one cocks and firuts upon it,
and pretends to over-look us who are two foot higher than themfelves.
I met with one the other day who was at leaft three inches above five
foot, which you know is the ftatutable meafure of that club. This o-
ver-grown runt has {truck off his heels, lowered his foretop, and con-
tratted his figure, that he might be looked upon as a member of this
new erefted fociety ; nay fo far did his vanity carry him, that he talk-
ed familiarly of Zom Tiptoe, and pretends to be an intimate acquain-
tance of Tim. Tuck. For my part, I fcorn to {peak any thing to the
diminution of thefe little creatures, and fhould not have minded them
had they been ftill faufled among®the croud. Shrubs and underwoods
look well enough while they grow within the fhade of oaks and cedars,
but when thefe pigmies pretend to draw themfelves out from the reft
of the world, and form themfelves into a body; it is time for us, who
are men of figure, to look about us. If the Ladies fhould once take
a liking to fuch a diminutive race of lovers, we fhould, in a little time,
% {ee mankind epitomized, and the whole fpecies in miniature; daifie
roots would grow a fathionable diet. In order therefore to keep our
pofterity from dwindling, and fetch down the pride of this afpiring
race of upftarts ; we have here inftituted a Tall Club.
« As the fhort club confifts of thofe who are under five foot, ours is
to be compofed of fuch as are above fix. Thefe we look upon as the
two extremes and antagonifts of the fpecies; confidering all thofe as
“ Neuters who fill up the middle fpace. When a man rifes beyond
fix foot he is an Hypermeter, and may be admitted into the tall club.
“We have already chofen thirty members, the moft fightly of all her
Majeity’s fubjects. We elected a Prefident, as many of the ancients
did their Kings, by reafon of his height, having only confirmed him
in that {tation above us which nature had given him. Heisa Secorch
Highlapder, and withinan inch of a fhow. Asfor my own part I am
but a fefquipedal, having only {ix foot and a half of {tature. Being the
fhorteft member of the club, I am appointed Secretary. If you faw
us alltogether you would take us for the fons of Axaé. Our meetings
are held like the old Gorbick Parliaments, fib dis, in open air; but
we fhall make an intereft, if we can, that we may hold our affemblies
Vour. IV. g  in
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in WWeftminfler- Hal{ when it is not term-time. I muft add to the ho-
nour of our club, that it is one of our fociety who is now finding out
the longitude. The device of our publick fealis a Crane grafping a
Pigmy in his right foot.

« ] know the fhort club value themfelves very much upon Mr. Diffick,
who may poflibly play fome of his Pentameters upon us, but if he does
he fhall certainly be anfwered in Alexandrines. For we have a Poet
among us of a Genius as exalted as his ftature, and who is very well
read in Longinus his treatife concerning the {ublime, Befides, 1 would
have Mr. Diftict conflider, that if Horace was a fhort man, Mufeus,
who makes fuch a noble figure in Firgil's fixth Zwneid, was taller by
the head and fhoulders than all the people of E/izium. 1 fhall therefore
confront his lepidiffimum bomuncionem (a thort quotation and fit for a
member of their club) with one that is much longer, and therefore
more {uitable to a member of ours.”

Ouos circumfufos fic eft affata Sibylla,
Mufeum ante omnes: medium nam plurima turba
Hunc habet, atque humeris extantem Sufpicit altis.

« If, after all, this fociety of little men proceed as they have begun to
magnifie themf{elves and leffen men of higher ftature, we have refolved
to make a detachment, fome evening, or other, that fhall bring away
their whole club in a pair of panniers, and imprifon them in a cup-
board which we have fet apart for that ufe, till they have made a pub-
lick recantation. As for the little bully, 7. Tuck, if he pretends to
be cholerick, we fhall treat him like his friend little Dicky, and hang
him upon a peg till he comes to himfelf. I have told you our defign,
and let their little Machiaves prevent it if he can.

“ This is, Sir, the long and the fhort of the matter. [ am fenfible I
fhall ftir up a neft of wafps by it, but let them do their worft. 1 think
that we ferve our country by difcouraging this little breed, and hin-
dring it from coming into fathion. If the fair fex look upon us with
an eye of favour, we fhall make fome attempts to lengthen our the hu-
man figure, and refore it to itsancient procerity. In the mean time
we hope old age has not inclined you in favour of our Antagonifls,
for I do aflure you Sir, we are all your high admirers, tho’ none more
than

SIR, Yours &c.

Thur(day
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