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182 The GUARDIAN. Neqgo

a pidgeon-houfe. Nothing would be more frequent than to {ee a Beay
flying in at a garret window, or a Gallant giving c‘hnce' to his Miftrefs,
like a hawk afier a Jark.  There would be no walking in a fhady wood
without ipringing a covey of Toafts. The poor husband could not dream
what was doing over his head: if he were jealous indeed he might clip
his wife's wings, but what would this avail when there were tlocks of
whore-malters perpetually hovering over his houfe? what concern would
the father of a family be in all the time his daughter was upon the wing?
every heirefs muft have an old woman flying at her heels. In fhort, the
whole air'would be full of this kind of Gibier, as the Erench call it. |
do allow, with my correfpondent, that there would be much more bufi-
nefs done than there is at prefent. However fhould he apply for fuch a
patent as he {peaks of, I queftion not bur there would be more petiti-
ons out of the city againft ir, than ever yet appeared againft any other
monopoly whatfoever. FEvery tradefman that cannot keep his wife 3
coach could keep her a pair of wings, and there is o doubt but fhe
would be every morning and evening taking the air with them.

I have here only confidered the ill confequences of this invention in
‘the influences it would have on love affairs: I have many more objeéli-

ons to make on other accounts; but thefe I fhall defer publithing till T fee
my friend altride the Dragon.

Neg1g, Tucfday, Fuly 21.

e ﬁmpbawz cepit

Infltus, currente rota, cur urcens exit? Hor.,

Laft night received a letter from an honeft citizen who it feems is in
his honey-moon. It is written by a plain man on a plain fubje&, but
has an air of good fenfe and natural honefty in it, which may per-
haps pleafe the publick as much as my felf. [ fhall not therefore {fcruple

the giving it a place in my paper, which is defigned for common ufe, and
for the benefit of the poor as well as rich.

Good
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Good Mr. IRoNSIDT, Cheapfide, Fuly 18,

s II—Iave lately married a very pretty body, who being fomethingyoung=
« er and richer than my felf, I was advifed to go a wooing to her

« in a finer fuit of cloaths than I ever wore in my life; for I love to drefs

¢ plain, and {uitable to a man of my rank. However, I gained her heart

« by it. Upon the wedding-day I put my {elf;, according to cuftom, in

« another fuit fire-new, with filver buttons to it. I am {o out of coun-

« tenance among my neighbours upon being fo fine, that I heartily wifh-
« my cloaths well worn out. I fancy every body obferves me asI walk

« the {treet, and long to be in my old plain geer again. Befides, forfooth

« they have put me in a filk night-gown and a gaudy fool’s cap, and. make

« me now and then ftand in the window with it. I am afhamed to be
« dandled thus, and cannot look in the glafs without blufhing to fee my

« felf rurned into fuch a pretty little Mafter. They tell me Imuft appear

« in my wedding-fuit for the firft month at leaft; afterwhich I amrefolved
« to come again to my every day’s cloaths, for at prefent every day is
« Sunday with me. Now in my mind, Mr.IroNs1DE, this is the wrong-
« eft way of proceeding in the world. When a man’s perfon is new

« and -unaccuftomed to a_young body, he does not want any thing elfe
« to fer him off ‘The navelty of the lover.has more charms than a wed-
« ding-fuit. Ifhould think therefore, that a. man fhould keep his finery
« for the latter {eafons of marriage, and not begin to drefs till the Ho-
« ney-moon is over. I have obferved at a Lord-mayor’s feaft, that the
« {weetmeats do not make their appearance until people are cloyed with
« beef and mutton, and begin ro lofe their {tomachs. But inftead of
« this we ferve up delicacies to our guefts, when their appetites are keen,
« and coarfe diet when their bellies are full. As bad as I hate my filver-
« buttoned. coat and filk night-gown, I am afraid of leaving them off,.
« not knowing whether my wife won’t repent of her marriage when fhe
“ fees what a plain man fhe has to her husband. Pray, Mr.IroxsipE,

“ write fomething to prepare her for it, and let me know whether you

“ think fhe can ever love me in a hair button,

I am, &e.

P. §. «1 forgot to tell you of my white gloves, which they fay toos..
“ I muft wear all the fir{t month.

My
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My correfpondent’s obfervations are very juft, and may be ufeful in low
life ; but to turn them to the advantage of people in higher ftations, I
fhall raife the moral, and obferve fomething parallel to the wooing and
wedding {uit, in the behaviour of perfons of figure. After long experi—
ence in the world, and refleftions upon mankind, I find one particular
occalion of unhappy marriages, which, though very common, is not very
much attended too. What I mean is this. Every man in the time of
courtfhip, and in the fir{t entrance of marriage, puts on a behaviour like
my Co;rc{pondnnt s holiday fuit, which is to laft no longer than till he is
fettled in the pofleflion of his miftrefs. He refigns his inclinations and
under{tanding to her humour and opinion. He neither loves, nor hates,
nor talks, nor thinks in contradi&ionjto her. He is controuled by a nod,
mortified by a frown, and tranfported by a {mile. 'The poor young La-
dy falls in love with this {upple creature, and expeéts of him the fame
behaviour for life. Ina little time {he finds that he has a will ofhis own,
that he pretends to diflike what the approves, and that inftead oftiearmg
herlike a Goddefs, he ufes her like awoman. What {till makes the misfor-
tune worfe, we find the moft abjeét flatterers degenerate into the grea-
teft tyrants. 'This naturally fills the {poufe with fullennefs and difcontent,
{pleen and vapour, which, with a little difcreet management, make a
very comfortable marriage. I very much approve of my friend Tom.
Truelove in this particular. 7om. made love to a woman of fenfe, and
always treated her as {uch during the whole time of courtthip. His na-
tural temper and good-breeding hindred him from doing any thing difa-
greeable, as his fincerity and franknefs of behaviour made him converfe
with her, before marriage, in the fame manner he intended to continue
to do afterwards. Zom. would often tell her, Madam, you fee what a
fort of manIam. If you will take me with all my faults about me, I pro-
mife to mend rather than grow worfe. I remember 7om was once hint-
ing his diflike of fome little trifle his miftrefs had faid or done. Upon
which fhe asked him, how he would talk to her after marriage, if he
talked at this rate before? No, Madam, fays Tom, | mention this now
becaufe you are at your own difpofal, were you at mine I thould be too
generous to do it. In thort, Tom fucceeded, and has everfince been bet-
ter than his word. The Lady has been difappointed on the right fide,
and has found nothing more difagreeable in the husband than fhe difco-
¥ered in the Lover.

Wedne[day
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