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It happens very oddly that the Pope and Ithould have the fame thought
much about the {fame time. My enemies will be apt to fay that we hold
a correfpondence together, and act by concert in this matter. LeF thay
be as it will, I fhall not be athamed to join with his Holinefs in thofe par-
ticulars which are indifferent between us, efpecially when it is for the re.
formation of the finer half of mankind. We are both of us about the
fame age, and confider this fathion in the fame view. I hope that it will
not be able to refift his Bull and my Lion. I am only afraid that oy
Ladies will take occafion from hence to thow their zeal for the proteflant
religion, and pretend to expofe their naked bofoms only in oppofition to
Popery.

N°117.  Saturday, Fuly o5.

Cura pi1 Diss funt - Ov.

OOKING over the late edition of Monfieur Boileaw’s works, T was
I very much pleafed with the article which he has added to his notes
on the tranflation of Loxginus. He there tells us, that the Sublime
in writing rifes either from the noblenefs of the thought, the magnificence
of the words, or the harmoniouns and lively turn of the phrafe, and that
the perfect fublime arifes from all thefe three in conjunction together, He
produces an inftance of chis perfe& fublime in four verfes from the Atha-
lial of Monfieur Racine. When Abner, one of the chief Officers of
the Court, reprefents to Yoad the High-Prieft, thac the Queen was in-
cenfed againft him, the High-Prieft, not in the leaft terrified at the news,
returns this anfwer,
Celui qui met un frein i la fureur des Hots,
S¢ait anffi des mechans arréter les complots.
Soumis avec refpect @ fa volonté Sainte,
Je crains Dien, cher Abner, et wai point d’autrve crainte.

He who ruleth the raging of the fea, huo
of the ungedly, I fubmiz my feif

ws alfo bow to check the defigns
with reverence to his holy will. 0
Abnet,
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Abner, I fear my God, and I fear none but him. Such a thought gives
no lefs a fublimity to human nature, than it does to good writing, This
religious fear, when it is produced by juft apprehenfions of a Divine
power, naturally over-looks all human greatnefs that ftands in competition
with it, and extinguifhes every other terror that can fettle it {elf in the
heart of man; it leflens and contracls the figure of the moft exalted Per-
fon; itdifarms the tyrant and executioner,and reprefents to our minds the
moft enraged and the molt powerful as altogether harmlefs and impotent.
There is no true fortitude which is not founded upon this fear, as there
is no other principle of fo fettled and fixed a nature. Courage that grows
from conftitution very often forfakes a man when he has occafion for it;
and when it is only a kind of inftinétin the foul, breaks out on all occafiors
without judgment or difcretion. That courage which proceeds from the
fenfe of our duty, and from the fear of offending him that made us, alts
always inan uniform manner, and according to the dictates of right reafon.
What can the man fear, who takes care in all his a¢tions to pleafe a Be-
ing that isOmnipotent? A Being who isable to crufh all his adverf{aries?
A Being that can divert any misfortune from befalling him, or turn any
fuch misfortune to. his. advantage? The Perfon who lives with
this - conftant and  habitual regard to the great Superintendant of
the world, is indeed {ure that no real evil can come into his lor.
Bleflings may appear. under the thape of pains, loffes, and difappoint-
ments, but let himhave patien ce, and he will fee them in their propcr
figures. Dangers may threaten him, but he may reft fatisfied that they
will either not reach him, or that if they do, they will be the inftruments
of good to him. In fhorr, he may look upon all croffes and accidents,
fufferings and afflictions, as means which are made ufe of to bring him to
happinefs. T'his is even the worit of that man’s condition whofe mind is
poifleffed with the habitual fear of which I am now {peaking. But it ve-
ry often hap: ens, that thofe which appear evils in our own eyes,appear alfo
as fuch to him who has human nature under his care, in which cafe they
are certainly averted from the perfon who has made himfelf,
by this virtue, an objeét of Divine favour. Hiftories are full of inftances
of this nature, where men of virtue have had extraordinary efcapes out of
fuch dangersas have enclofed them, and which have feemed 1nevitable.
There is no example of this kind in Pagan hiftory, which more pleafes
me than that which is recorded in the life of Timoleon. This extraordi-
nary man was famous for referring all hisfuccefles to Providence. Corue-
lits Nepos acquaints us that he had in his houfe a private chappel, in which
Vou. 1V, Bb he
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he ufed to pay his devotions to the Goddefs who reprefented Providence
among the heathens. I think no man was ever more diftinguithed, by
the Deity whom he blindly worfhipped, than the great perfon I am {peak-
ing of, in feveral occurrenees of his life, but particularly in the following
one which I fhall relate out of Plutarch.

Three perfons had entered into a confpiracy to affaflinate Timoleon as
he was offering up his devetions in a certain Temple. In order to it
they took their feveral ftands in the moft convenient places for their pur-
pofe. As they were waiting for an opportunity to put their defign in
execution, a ftranger having obferved one of the confpirators, fell upon
him and flew him. Upon which the other two, thinking their Plot had
been difcovered, threw themfelves at Timoleon’s feet and confefled the
whole matter. 'This ftranger, upon examination, was found to have un-
derftood nothing of the intended aflaflination, but having feveral years
before had a brother killed by the confpirator, whom he here put teo
death, and having till now fought in vain for an opportunity of revenge,
he chanced to meet the murderer in the Temple, who had planted him-
{elf there for the abovementioned purpofe. Pluzarch cannot forbear, on
this occafion, fpeaking with a kind of rapture on the fchemes of Provi-
dence, which, in this particular, had fo contrived it, that the ftranger fhould
for {o great a fpace of rime, be debarred the means of doing jullice to his
brother, untill, by the fame blow that revenged the death of one innocent
man, he preferved the life of another. -

For my own part, [ cannot wonder that a man of Timoleon’s veligion
fhould have his intrepidity and firmnefs of mind, or that he fhould be
diftinguifhed by fuch a deliverance as I have here related.

Mondays
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