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N°121.  Thurfday, Fuly 30.

Hine exaudire gemitus, ireque leonum. Virg.

Roarings of the Lion.

O/d NESTOR,
44 VER fince the firft notice you gave of the ereétion of that ufe-
E « ful monument of yours in Buzton's Coffee-houfe, T have had
« a reftlefs ambition to imirate the renowned ZLozdon Prentice,
¢ and boldly venture my hand down the throat of ypur Lion. The fubject
« of this letter is a relation of a Club whereof I am a member, and which
« has made a confiderable noife of late, I mean the Silent Club. The
“ year of our inflitution is 1694, the number of members twelve, and
« the place of our mecting is Dumb’s ally in Holborn. We look upon
« our felves as the relicks of the old Pyzhagoreans, and have this maxim
«in common with them, which is the foundation of our defign, that
« talking (poils company. 'The Prefident of our fociety is one who. was
« born deaf and dumb, and owes that blefling to nature, which in the
¢ reft of usis owing to induftry alone. I find upon enquiry, that the
“ greater part of us are married men, and fuch whofe wives are remarkably
“ Joud at home: hither we fly for refuge, and enjoy at once the two
« greateft and moft valuable bleflings, company and retirement. When
“ that eminent relation of yours, the Speéfazor, publithed his weekly pa-
“ pers, and gave us that remarkable account of his filence (for you muft
 know, though we do not read, yet we infpeét all fuch ufeful effays) we
« feemed unanimous to invite him to partake of our fecrecy, but it was
“ unluckily objected that he had juft then publifhed a difcourfe of his at
“ his own Club, and had not arrived to that happy inacivity of the
“ tongue, which we expected from a man of his underftanding. You
“ will wonder, perhaps, how we managed this debate, but it will be ea-
“ fily accounted for, when I tell you that our fingers are as nimble, and
“ as infallible interpreters of our thoughts, as other mens tongues are;
“ yet even this mechanick eloquence is only allowed upon the weighti-
Vou. IV. Cc “ oft
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et occafions. We admire the wife inftitutions of the Twur#s, and other
ealtern nations, where all commands are performed by officious mutes;
and we wonder that the polite Courts of chriftendom fhould come fo
far fhort of the majefty of the barbarians. Ben Jobnfon has gained an
eternal reputation among us by his Play called The Silent W oman. Eve.
ry member here is another Moro/¢ while the Club 15 ﬁtting-,_bu[ at _home
may talk as much and as faft as his family occafions require, without
breach of ftatute. The advantages we find from this Quakerlike affem-
bly are many. We confider, that the underftanding of man is liable
to miftakes, and his will fond of contradiétions; that difputes, which
are of no weight in themfelves, are often very confiderable in their ef-
fe@ts. The difufe of the tongue is the only effettual remedy againft
thefe. All party concerns, all private fcandal, all infults over another
man’s weaker reafons, muft there be loft, where no difputes arife. Ano-
ther advantage which follows from the firft, (and whichis very rarely
to be met with) is, that we are all upon the fame level in converfation,
A wag of my acqudintance ufed to add a third, viz. that, if ever we
debate, we are fure to have all our arguments at our fingers ends. Of
all Longinus’s remarks, we are moft enamoured with that excellent
pailage, where he mentions 4jax’s {ilence as one of the nobleit inftan
ces of the fublime, and (if you will allow me to be free with a name-
fake of yours) I fhould think that the everlafting {tory-teller Neffor, had
he been likened to the afs inflead of our hero, he had fuffered lefs by
the comparifon.

« T have already defcribed the pracice and fentiments of this fociety,
and fhall but barely mention the report of the neighbourhood, that
we are not only as mute as fithes, but that we drink like fifhes
too; that we are like the #elfbman’s owl, though we do not
fing, we pay it off with thinking; others take us for an affembly
of difaffected perfons, nay their zeal to the government has carried
them fo far as to fend, lait week, a party of Conftables to furprize us:
you may eafily imagine how exaétly we reprefented the Roman Sena-
tors of old, fitting with majeftic filence, and undaunted at the approach
If you approve of our undertaking, you need
not declare it to the world; your filence fhall beinterpreted as confent
given to the honourable body of mutes, and in particular to

Tour bumble Servant, Ned. Mum.

P. 4.
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P, §. « We have had but one word {poken fince the foundation, for
“ which the member was expelled by the old Roman cuftom of bending
« back the thumb. He had juft received the news of the battel of Hoch-
« ffat, and being too impatient to communicate his joy, was unfortunate-
« ly betrayed into a Japfis lingue. We ated on the principles of the
« Roman Manlius, and though we approved of the caufe of his error as
« uft, we condemned the effect as a manifeft violation of his duty.

I never could have thought a dumb man would have roared fo well out
of my Lion’s mouth. My next pretty correfpondent, like Shake/pear’s
Lion in Pyramus and Thisbe, roars an it were any nightingale.

My, IRONSIDE, Fuly 2.8, 1713.
173 [Was afraid at firft you were only in jeft, and had a mind to expofe

+ « our nakednefs for the diverfion of the rown; but fince I fee that
“ youare in good earneft, and have infallibility of your fide, I cannot forbear
« returning my thanks to you for the care you take of us, having a friend
« who has promifed me to give my letters to the Lion, till we can com-
“ municate our thoughts to you through our own proper vehicle. Now
“ you muft know, dear Sir, that if you do not take care to fupprefs this
« exorbitant growth of the female cheft, all that isleft of my waift muit in-
« evitably perifh. Icis at this time reduced to the depth of four inches,
« by what I have already made over to my neck. But if the flripping
« defign, mentioned by Mrs. Figleaf yefterday, fhould take effed, Sir, I
« dread to think what it will come to. In fhort there is no help for it
“« my girdle and all muft go. This is the naked truth of the matter. Have
« pity on me then, my dear Guardian, and preferve me from being fo
« inhumanly expofed. I do aflure you that follow your precepts as much
% a5 2 young woman can, who will live in the world without being laugh-
« ed at, I have no hooped petticoat, and when I am a matron will
“ wear broad tuckers whether you fucceed or no. If the flying projed
« takes, Iintend to be the laft in wings, being refolved in every thing

% to behave my {elf as becomes
Your mofl obedient Ward.

Tuefday,
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