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N° 134. Friday, Auguft 14.

Matrone preter factem nil cernere poffis,
Cetera, ni Catia eft, demifa vefie tegentis. Hor.

Y Lion havinggiven over roaring for fome time, I find that {feveral
M ftories have been {pread abroad in the country to his difadvan-

tage. One of my correfpondents tells me, it is confidently re~
ported of him, in their parts, that he is filenced by authority; another
informs me, that he hears he was fent for by a meffenger, who had or-
ders to bring him away with all his papers, and that upon examination
he was found to contain feveral dangerous things in his maw. I muft
not omit another report which has been raifed by fuch as are enemies to
me and my Lion, namely, that he is {tarved for want of food, and that
he has not had a good meals meat for this fortnight. I do hereby de-
clare thefe reports to be altogether groundlefs; and fincel amcontradi&-
ing common fame, I muft likewife acquaint the world, that the ftory of
a two hundred pound bank bill being conveyed to me through the mouth
of my Lion, has no foundation of truth init. The matter of fa& is this;
my Lion has not roared for thefe twelve days paft, by reafon that his
prompters have put very ill words in his mouth, and fuch as he could not
utter with common honour and decency. Notwithftanding the admoni-
tions I have given my correfpondents, many of them have crammed
great quantities of feandal down his throat, others have choaked him
with lewdnefs and ribaldry. Some of them have gorged him with fo
much nonfenfe that they have made a very afs of him. On Monday laft,
upon examining, I found him an arrant Frewxch Tory, and the day after
avirulent Whig. Some have been fo mifchievous as to make him fall up-
on his Keeper, and give me very reproachful language; but as I have pro-
mifed to reftrain him from hurting any man’s reputation, fo my Reader
may be affured that I my felf fhall be the laft man whom I will fuffer him
to abufe. However, that I may give general fatisfaction, I have a defign
of converting a room in Mr. Buzton’s houfe to the Lion's Library, in
¥oi. 1V, Ee which
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which L intend to depofite the feveral packets of letters and private in-
telligence which 1 do not communicate to the publick. Thefe manufcripts
will in time be very valuable, and may afford good lights to future hifto-
rians who fhall give:an account.of the prefent age. In thé mean while, as
the Lion is an animal which has a particular regard for chaftity, it has been
oblerved that mifie las taken delight in roaring very vehemently againft
the untuckered neck, and, as far as I can find by him, is {till determined
to roar louder and louder, till that irregularity be thoroughly reformed,

Good Mr. IRONSIDE,
¢¢ ] Muft acquaint you, for your comfort, that your Lion is grown a
« kind of Bull-beggar among the women where Ilive W hen my
« \wife comes home late from Cards, or commits any othcr enormity, 1
« whifper in her ear, partly betwixt jeft and earneft, that I wzll tell the
<« Lion of her. Dear Sir, do not let them alone till you have made them
<'put ‘on their tuckers again. ‘'What can be a greater fign, that they
«‘themfelves are fenfible they have ftripped too far, than their pretend-
« ing to call a bitt of linnen which will hardly cover a filver groat their
 Modefly-piece ? It is obferved, that this modetty-piece {till finks lower
« and lower, and who knows where it will fix.at laft?
« You mull know, Sit, I am a Twrkey Merchant,and lived {everal years
% in a country where the women fhow nothing but their eyes. Upon
« my return to England 1 was almoft out of countenance to {fee my pret-
« ty country-women laying open their charms with fo much liberality,
¢ though at that time many, of them were concealed under . the modeft
« (hade of the Tucker. 1foon after married a very fine woman, who
« always goes in the extremity of the fafhion. 1 was pleafed to think, as
« every married man mufl, that I fhould make daily difcoveries in the
« dear creature, which were unknown to the reft of the world. . But
« fince this new airy fafhion is come up, every one’sieye Is as familiar
« with her as mine, for I can pofitively affirm, that her neck 18 grown
i eight inches within thefe three years.” And what makes me  tremble
« when I think of it, that pretty foot and ankle are now expoled to the
«“ {ight of the whole world, which made my very heart dance within me
« when | fitft found my felf their proprietor. As in all appearance the
« cyrtain is {till rifing, I find a parcel of rafcally young' fellows in the
« peighbourhood are in hopes to be prefented’ with fome new fcene
“ every day,
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« In fhort, Sir, the tables are now quite turned upon me. Inftead of
¢ being acquainted with her perfon more. than other men, 1 have now
¢ the leaft thare of it. When fhe is at home tfhe is continually muffled
« up, and concealed in mobbs, morning gowns, and handkerchiefs; but
« firips every afternoon to appear in publick. For ought I can find,
when fhe has thrown afide half her cloaths, the begins to think herfelf
half dreft. Now, Sir, if I may prefume to fay fo, you have been in
the wrong, to think of reforming this fathion, by fhowing the immo-
« defty of it. If you expeft to make female profelytes, you muft con-
« yince them, that, if they would get husbands, they muft not fhow All
« before marriage. [ aimn fure, had my wife been drefled before I marri-
ed her as fhe is at prefent, the would have fatisfied a good half of my
« curiofity.  Many a man has been hindered from laying out his money
« on a fhow, by feeing the principal figures of it hung out before the
door. I have often obferved a curious paifenger fo attentive to thefe
objeéts which he could fee for nothing, that he took n6 notice of the
mafter of the thow, who was continually ctying out, Pray Gentlemen
walk in. - :

« I have told you at the beginning of this letter, how Makomet’s the-
difciples are obliged to cover themfelves; you have lately informed us
from the foreign news papers of the regulations which the Pope is now
« making among the Roman Ladies in this particular; and I hope our
Britifb Dames, notwithftanding they have the fineft skins in the world,
will be content to fhow no more of them than what belongs to the
face and to the meck properly fpeaking. 'Their being fair is no excufe
for their being naked.

« You know, Sir, that in the beginning of the laft Century there was
“ a {e€t of men among us who called themfelves Adamites, and appeared
“ in publick without cloaths. This herefie may {pring up in the other
«“ fex, if you do not put atimely ftop to it, there being fo many in all
« publick places, who thow fo great an inclination to be Evites.

I am, SIR, &c.

merday,
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