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N° 136. Tbe GUARDIAN.

N ° 136. Monday, Augufi17.

Nobles atque dies patet atrl janua ditis. Vitg.

SO ME of our quaint moralifts have pleafed themfelves with an ob-
fervation, that there is but one way of coming into the world , but
a thoufand to go out of it . I have feen a fanciful dream written by

aSpaniard, in whicb he introduces the perfon of death metamorphoiing
himfelf like another Proteus into innumerable fliapes and figures. To
reprefent the fatality of feavers and agues, with many other diftempers
and accidents that deftroy the life of man ; Death enters firft of all in a
body of fire, a little after he appears like a man of fnow, then rolls about
the room like a cannon ball, then lies on the table like a gilded pill : after
this he transforms himfelf, of a fudden, into a fword, then dwindles fuc-
ceffively to a dagger, to a bodkin , to a crooked pin, to a needle, to a
hair. The Sj>auiard 's defign, by this allegor}', was to fhew the many af-
faults to which the life of man is expofed, and to let Iiis Reader fee that
there was fcarce any thing in nature fo very mean and inconfiderable, but
that it was able to overcome him and lay his head in the duft . I remem-
ber Monfieur 'Paßhai , in his Refleftions on Providence , has this obfer-
vation upon Cromwell's death . That Ufurper , fays he, who had deftroyed
the Royal Family in his own njition, who had made all the Princes of
Europe tremble, and ftruck a terror into Rome it felf, was at lalt taken
out of the world by a fit of the gravel. An atome, a grain öf fand, fays
he, that would have been of np fignifieancy in any other part of the uni-
verfe, being lodged in fuch a particular place, was an inltrument of pro¬
vidence to bring about the moft happy revolution , and to remove from
the face of the earth this troubler of mankind . In lhort , fwarms of di¬
ftempers are every where hovering over us ; cafualtiesy whether at home
or abroad, whether we wake or ileep , fit or walk, are planted about us.
in ambufcade ; every dement , eyery elimate, every feafon, all nature i&
füll of death,

There-
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There are more cafualties incident to men than women , as battles,

fea-voyages, with feveral dangerous trades and profeffions that often prove
fatal to the pracütioners . I have feen a treatife written by a learned Phy-
iician on the diftempers peculiar to thofe who work in Hone or marble.
It has been therefore obferved by curious men, that upon a flrift examina-
tion there are more males brought into the world than females. Provi-
dence , to fupply ihis walte in the fpecies, has made allowances for it by
a fuitable redundancy in the male lex . Thofe who have made the niceft
calculations have found, J think, that taking one year with another , there
are about twenry boys produced to nineteen girls. This obfervation isfo
well grounded , that 1 wiM at any time lay five to four, that there appear
more male than female infants in every weekly bill of mortality . And
what can be a more de^ioiiftrative argument for the fuperintendency ofProvidence ?

There are cafualties incident to every particular ftation and way of
life. A friend of rnine was once faying, that he fancied there would be
fotnething new and diverting in a country bill of mortality . Upon com-
municating this hint ro a Gentleman who was then going down to his
fear, which lies at a coniiderable diltance from London, he told me he
would make a colleftion, ts well as hecould , of the feveral deaths thathad
happened in his country for the lpace of a whole year, and fend them upto me in the form of fuch a bill as I meniioned . The Reader will here
iee that he has been as good as his promife. To make it the more enter-
laining he has fet down, among the real diitempers, fome imaginary ones,
to which the country people aicribed the deaths of fome of their neigh-
bours. I lliall extra6t out of them fuch only as feem almoft peculiar to
the country , laying afide feavers, apoplexies, fmall-pox, and the like»
which they have in common with towns and cities.

x

Of a fix-bar gate, fox-hunters 4
Of a quick-let hedge %
Two duels, viz.
Firfr, between a frying-pan and a pitch -fork \
Second, between a joint-ftool and a brown jug i
ßewitched 13
Of an evil tongue 9
Croft in love 7
Broke his neck in robbing a henrooft 1
Cut finger turned to a gangrene by an old Gentlewoman of the parilh 1

Surfeit
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Surfeit of curds and cream
Took cold fleeping at Church
Of a fprain in his Ihoulder by faving his dog at a Bull-baiting
Lady B- j- cordial water z
Knocked down by a quart bottle j
Frighted out of his wits by a headlefs dog with fawcer eyes
Of Offober xs
Brokea vein in bawling for a Knight of the ihire
Old women drowned upon tryal of witchcraft
Climbinga crow's neft
Chalk and green apples
Led into a horfe-pond by a Will of the Whifp
Died of a fright in an exercife of the trained bands
Over-eat himfelf at a houfe-warming
By the Parfon's bull %
Vagrant beggars worried by the Squire's houfe-dog 2,
Shot by miitake 1
Of a mountebank doßor 6
Of the Merry-Andrew 1
Caught her death in a wet ditch !
Old age 100
Foul diftemper o

2,

11
1

1

N ° 137. Tueßay, Auguß 18.

-------- fanBus haben
Jußiüteque tenax, faBh ck&'ifque mereris ?
Agnofco procerem — -— — Jiar.

T " tO RACE , Juvenal, Boileau, and indeed the greateft writers in

f | almoft every age, have expofed, with all the ftrength of wit and
good fenfe, the vanity of a man's valuing himfelf upon his an-

ceftors, and endeavoured to fhow that true nobility confifts in virtue, not
in birth. With fubmiffion however to fo many great authorities, I think

Yol. IV, F f they
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