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“ thatan ant can carry. It happens fometimes, that a corn flips out of+
¢ their paws, when they are climbing up: they take hold of it again, When
they can find it; otherwife they look for another, or take ibmmhing
« elfe, being athamed to return to their neft wichout bringing fomething: |
this I have experimented, by taking away the grain which they look-

¢ ed for. All thofe experiments may eafily be made by any one that has

¢ patience enough; they do not require fo great a patience as that of
Ants: but few people are capable of it.

Go 10 the ant, thou fluggard; confider her ways, and be wife,
Solomon.

T has been obferved by writers of morality, that in order to quicken’
#f human induftry, Providence has fo contrived it, that our daily food'
15 not to be procured without much pains and labour, The chafe of *
birds and bealls, the feveral arts of fithing, with all the different kinds
of agriculture,are neceffary fcenes of bufinefs,and give employment to the
greateft part of mankind. If we look into the brute creation, we find
all its individuals engaged in a painful and laborious way of life, to pro- |
cure a necefiary fubfiftance for themfelves, or thofe that grow up under
them: the prefervation of their Being is the whole bufinefs of it, An
idle man is therefore a kind of monfter in the creation, All nature is
bufie about him; every animal he fees reproaches him. Let fuch a man,
who lies as a burthen or dead weight upon the fpecies, and contributes
nothing cither to the riches of the Commonwealch, or to the maintenance
of himfelf and family, confider that inftin@ with which Providence has
endowed the ant, and by which is exhibited an example of induftry to
rational creatures, - This is fec forth under many furprizing inftancés in
» and in the conclufion of that narrative, whichis

the paper of yeflerday
as follows:

“ Thus my Ants were forced to make fhift for a livelihood, whenI

¢ had fhut vp the garrer, out of which they ufed ®o fetch their provifi-

(13 Ons.
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ons. At laft, being fenfible that it would be a long time before they
could difcover the fmall heap of corn, which I had laid uvp for them,
I refolved to fhew it to them.

« [n order to know how far their induftry could reach, I contrived
an expedient, which had good fuccefs: the thing will appear incredi-
ble to thofe, who never confidered, that all animals of the fame kind,
which form a {ociety, are more knowing than others. I took one of
the largeft ants, and threw her upon that fmall heap of wheat. She
was {o glad to find her felf at liberty, that fhe ran away to her nefts
without carrying off a grain; but fhe obferved it: for an hour after all
my ants had notice given them of fuch a provifion; and I faw molt of
them very bufie in carrying away the corn I had laid up in the roonr.
I leave it to you to judge, whether it may not be faid, that they have
a particular way of communicating their knowledge to one another;
for otherwife how could they know, one or two hours after, that there
was corn in that place? It was quickly exhautted; and I put in more,
but in a fmall quantity, to know the true extent of their appetite or
prodigious avarice; for I make no doubt but they lay up provifions
againit the winter: we read it in holy Scripture; a thoufand experi-
ments teach us the fame; and I do not believe that any experiment
has been made that thews the contrary. 30

« [ have faid before, that there were three ants-nefts in that box or
Parterre, which formed, if T may fay fo, three diflerent cities, govern-
ed by the fame laws, and obferving the fame order, and the fame cu-
ftoms. However there was this difference, that the inhabitants of one
of thofe holes feemed to be more knowing and induftrious than their
The ants of that neft were difpofed in a better order;
their corn was finer; they had a greater plenty of provifions; their
neft was furnifhed with more inhabitants, and they were bigger and
ftronger: It was the principal and the capital neft. Nay, I obferved
that thofe ants were diftinguithed from the refl, and had fome pre-emi-

nence over them.

« Though the box-full of earth, where the
tlement, was generally free from rain; yet it rained {ometimes upon
it, when a certain wind blew. It was a great inconvenience for thofe
infe@s: ants are afraid of water; and when they go a great way in
quet of provifions, and are {urprized by the rain, they fhelter them-
felves under fome tile, or fomething elfe, and do not come out until

the rain is over. <The ants of the principal neft found cut 2 wonder-
“ ful

ants had made their fet-
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ful expedient to keep out the rain: there was a fmall piece of a flat lare,
which they laid over the hole of their neft, in the day-time, when they
forefaw it would rain, and almoit every night. Above fifty of thofe
little animals, elpecially the flrongeft, furrounded that piece of flate,
and drew it equally in a wonderful order: they removed it in the
morning; and nothing could be more curious than to fee thofe little
animals about fuch a work. They had made the ground uneven aboyg
their neft, infomuch, that the flate did not lye flat upon it, but left 4
free paflage underneath. The ants of the two other nefls did not fp
well fucceed in keeping out the rain: they laid over their holes feve.
ral pieces of old and dry plaifter one upon the other; but they were
{till croubled with the rain, and the next day they took a world of paing
to repair the damage. Hence it is, that thofe infeés are {o frequent-
ly to be found under tiles, where they fettle themfelves to avoid the
rain. ‘Their nefts are at all times covered with thofe tiles, without an
incumbrance, and they lay out their corn and their dry earth in the
fun about the tiles, as one may fee every day. I took care to cover
the two ants-nefts that were troubled with the rain: as for the capital
neft, there was no need of exercifing my charity towards it.

“ M. de la Loubere fays in his relation of Siam, that in a certain part
of that kingdom, which lies open to great inundations, all the ants
make their fettlements upon trees: no ants-nefls are to be feen any
where elle. I need not infert here what that Author fays about thofe

* infedts: you may fee his relation.

“ Here follows a curious experiment, which I made upon the fame
ground, where 1 had three ants-nelts. I undertook to make a fourth,
and went about it in the following manner. Ina corner of a kind of
a terrafs, at a confiderable diftance from the box, I found a hole fwarm-
ing with ants much larger than all thofe I had already feen; but they
were not fo well provided with corn, nor under {o good a government,
I made a hole in the box Jike that of an ants-neft, and laid, as it were,
the foundations of a new city. Afierwards I got. as many ants as |
could out of the neftin the terrafs, and put them into 2 bottle, to give
them a new habitation in my box; and becaufe T was afraid they would
return to the terrafs, 1 deftroyed their old neft, pouring boyling water
into the hole, to kill thofe ants that remained init. In the next place,
| filled the new hole with the ants thar were in the bottle; but none
of them weuld ftay init: they went 2 way in lefs than two hours ; which
made me believe, that it was impoffible to make a fourth fettlement in

¢ my box. “« Two
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« Two or three days after, going accidentally over the terrafs, I was
« very much furprized to fee the ants neit which I had deftroyed very
« artfully repaired. I refolved then to deftroy it entirely, and to fertle
«_thofe ants in my box. To fucceed in my defign, I put fome gun-pow-
« der and brimitone into their hole, and {prung a mine, whereby the
« whole neft was overthrown ; and then I carried as many antsas I could
« get, into the place which I defigned for them. It happened to be a
« yery rainy day, and it rained all night; and therefore they remained
« in the new hole all that time. In the morning, when the rain was o-
« yer, moft of them went to repair their old habitation; but finding it
« impraéticable by reafon of the fmell of the powder and brimitone,
« which kills them, they came back again, and fettled in the place I had
« appointed for them. They quickly grew acquainted with their neigh-
« bours, and received from them all manner of affiftance out of their
« holes. As for the infide of their neft, none but themfelves were con-
“ cerned in it, according to the inviolable laws eftablifh’d among thofe
“ animals.

“ An ant never goes into any other neft but her own; and if fhe
¢ fhould venture to doit, fhe would be turn’d out, and feverely punifh’d.
« | have often taken an ant out of one neft, to put her into another;
“ but fhe quickly came out, being warmly purfu’d by two or three other
« ants, I tried the fame experiment feveral times with the fame ant;
“ but at laft the other ants grew impatient, and tore her to pieces. 1
% have often frighted fome ants with my fingers, and purfued them as
“ far as another hole: ftopping all the paffages to prevent their going to
“ their own neft. It was very natural for them to fly into the next hole:
% Many a man would not be fo cautious, and would throw himfelf out
« of the windows, or into a well, if he were purfued by affaflins. But
“ the ants I am {peaking of, avoided going into any other hole but their
“ own, and rather tried all other ways of making their efcape. They ne-
« ver fled into another neft, but at the laft extremity; and fometimes ra-
“ ther chofe to be taken, sl have often experienc’d. It is therefore an
% inviolable cuftom among thofe infeéts, not to go into any other hole
% but their own. They do not exercife hofpitality ; but they are very rea-
“ dy to help one another out of their holes. They put down their loads
< at the entrance of a neighbouring neft; and thofe that live in it carry
€ them in.

“ They keep upa fort of trade among themfelves; and 1t is not true
« that thofe infeéts are not for lending: I know the contrary: They lend
Vo IV, Kk « their
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their corn; they make exchanges; they are always ready to ferve one
another; and I can aflure you, ‘that more time and patience would have
enabled me to obferve a thoufand things more curious and wonderful
than what I have mentioned. = For inftance, how they lend, and recover
their loans; whether it be in the fame' quantity, or with ufury; whe-
ther they pay the {trangers that work for them, &¢. I do not think i¢
impoflible to examine all thofe things; and it would be a great curio-
fity to know by what maxims they govern themfelves: Perhaps fuch a
knowledge might be of fome ufe to us.

« They are never attacked by any enemies ina body, as it is reported
of bees: Their only fear proceeds from birds, which fometimes eat
their corn when they lay it out in the fun; but they keep it under

+ ground, when they are afraid of thieves. It is faid, that fome bids eat

them; but I never faw any inftance of it." They are alfo infefted b

* {fmall worms; but they turn them out, and kill them. T obferved, that

they punifhed thofe ants, which probably had been wanting to their du-
ty: may, fometimes they Kkill'd them; which they did in the following

 manner. Three or four ants fell upon one, and pull’d her feveral ways,
“ until fhe was torn in pieces. Generally fpeaking they live very quiet-

ly; from whence I infer that they havea very fevere difcipline among
themfelves, to keep fo good an order; or that they are great lovers of
peace, if they have no occafion for any difcipline.

“ Was there ever a greater union in any Commonwealth ? Every thing
is common among them; which is not tobe feen any where elfe. Bees,
of which we are told fo many wonderful things, have each of them a
hole in their hives; their honey is their own; every bee mindsher own
concerns. The fame may be faid of all other animals : They frequent-
ly fight, to deprive one another of their portion. Itisnot fo with ants:
They have nothing of their own: A grain of corn which an ant carries
home, is depofited in a common ftock: it is not defigned for her own
ufe, but for the whole community: There is no diftinftion betu
private and a common intereft.
for the fociety.

“ Whatever misfortune happens to them, their care a
out a remedy forit; nothing difcourages them.
nefts, they will be repaired in two days.
how difficult it is to drive them out
ftroying the inhabitants; for,
maintain their ground.

reen a
An ant never works for her felf, but

nd induftry find
If you deftroy their
Any body may eafily fee
of their habitations, withour de-
as long as there are any left, they will

HI
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¢ I had almoft forgot to tell you, Sir, that Mereury has hitherto prov'd
« a mortal poifon for them; and that it is the moft effeftual way of de-
« {troying thofeinfects. I can dofomething for them in this cafe: Perhaps
’ « you will hear in a little time that | have reconcil’d them to Mercury.

N°158.  Friday, Seprember 11.

Groffins bec Rhadamanthus habet duriffima regia
Caftigatque, auditque dolos : Subigitque faters

Que quis apud fuperos, furto letatus inani,

Diftulit 1 feram commifla piacula moriem. Virg.

Was yefterday purfuing the hint which I mentioned in my laft paper,
and comparing together the induftry of man with that of other crea-
tures; in which I could not but obferve, that notwithitanding we are
obliged by duty to ‘keep our felves in conftant employ, after the fame
manner asinferior animals are prompted to it by inftinét, we fall very fhort
of them in this particular. We are here the more inexcufable, becaufe
there is a greater variety of bufinefs to which we may apply our felves.
Reafon opens to us a large field of affairs, which other creatures are not
capable of.  Beafts of prey, and I believe of all other kinds, in their na=
tural ftate of Being, divide their time between action and reft. They are
always at work or afleep. In fhort, their waking hours are wholly taken
up in feeking after their food, or in confuming it, The human {pecies
only, to the great reproach of our natures, are filled with complaints, that
the day hangs heavy on them, that they do not know what to do wirh them-
, [etves, that they are at a lofs how to Pafs away their time, with many of
b the like fhameful murmurs, which we often find in the mouths of thofe
who are ftiled reafonable Beings. How monftrous are fuch expreflions
among creatures, who have the labours of the mind, as well as thofe of
the body, to furnith them with proper employments; who befides the bu-
finefs of their proper callings and profeflions, can apply themfelves to the
duties of religion, to meditation, to the reading of ufeful books, to dif- .
Kk 2 courfe ;
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