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N ° 162. Wednefday, September16.

^roprium hoc ejfe prudenti <e, conclliare ßbi ammos hom'mum et
ad ufus fuos adjungere. ' Cicer.

TT Was the other day in Company at my Lady Lizard 's, when there
1 came in among us their coufm Tom> who is one of thofe country

Squires that fet up for piain honeft Gentleraen who fpeak their minds,
Tom is infliort a lively impudent clown, and has wie enough to have made
him a pleafant companion, had it been polifhed and rectined by good
manners. Tomhad not been a quarter of an hour with us, before he fet
every one in the Companya blufhing, byfomeblunt queftion, or unlucky
obfervation. He asked the Sparkler if her wit had yet got her a huf¬
band ; and told her eldeft filier fhe looked a little wan under the eyes,
and that it was time for her to look about her, if ihe did not delign to
lead apes in the other world. The good Lady Lizard , who fuffers more
than her daughters on fuch an occafion, defired her coufin Thomar, with
a fmile, not to be fo fevere on his Relations; to which the booby re-plied, with a rüde country laugh, If I be not miftaken Aunt, you werea
mother at fifteen, and why do you expecl that your daughters ihould be
maids tili five and twenty ? I endeavoured to divert the difcourfe, when
without taking notice of what I faid, Mr. Ironßde, fays he, you fili my
coufins heads with your fine notions as you call them, can you teach them
to make a pudding? I muft confefs he put me out of countenance with
his ruftick raillery, fo thatJ made fome exeufe, and left the room.

This fellow's behaviour made me reflecl on the ufefulnefs of complai-
fance, to make all converfation agreeable. This, though in it felf it be
fearce reckoned ■in the number of moral virtues, is that which gives a'luftre to every talent a man can be poffeffed of. It was T/ato's advice to
an unpolifhed writer, that he fhould facrifice to the Graces. In the fame
manner I would advife every man of learning, who would not appear in
the world a meer Scholar, or Philofopher, to make himfelf matter of the
focial virtue which I have here mentioned.

Complaifance
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Complaifance renders a fuperior amiable, an equal agreeable, and an

inferior acceptable. It fmooths diftin&ion, fweetens converfation, and
makes every one in the Company pleafed with hirafelf. It produces good-
nature and mutual benevolence, encourages the timorous , fooths the
turbulent, humanifes the fierce, and diftinguimes a fociety of civilized
perfons from a confufion of fa vages. In a word , complaifance is a vir tue
that blends all Orders of men together in a friendly intercourfe of urords
and aäions , and is fuited to that equality in human nature which every
one ought to confider, fo far as is confißent with the order and ceconomy
of the world.

If we could look into the fecret anguifli and affliftion of every man's
heart, we fliould often find, that more of it arifes from little imaginary
diftreffes, fuch as checks, frowns, contradiftions , expreffions of con-
teropt, and (what Shakefpear reckons among other evils under the Sun)

The infolence of officê and the fpurns
That patient merit of the unworthy takes,

than from the more real pains and calamities of life. The only method
to remove thefe imaginary diitrelTes as much as poffible out of human
life, would be the univerfal pra-dtice of fuch an ingenuous complaifance
asI have been here defcribing, which, as it is a virtue, may be defined
to be a conßant endeavour to pleafe thofe whom we converfe with , fo far
as we may do it innocently. I mall here add, that I know nothing fo ef-
feftual to raife a man's fortune as complaifance, which recommends more
to the fcivour of the great, than wit, knowledge , or any other talent
whatfoever. I find this confideration very prettily illuflrated by a little
wild Arabian tale, which I mall here abridge, for the fake of my reader,
after having again warned him, that I do not recommend to him fuch an
impertinent or vicious complaifance as is not confiftent with honour and
integrity.

" Schacabac being reduced to great poverty, and having eat nothing
" for two days together , made a vifit to a noble Barmecide in cPerßa,
" who was very hofpitable, but withal a great humouriit . The Barme-
" cidewas Utting at his table that feemed ready covered för an entertain-
" ment. Upon hearing Schacabac\ complaint, he defired him to lit down
" and fall on. He then gave him an empty plate, and asked him how
" he liked his rice-foup. Schacabac, who was a man of Avit, and refolved
** to comply with the Barmecide in all his humours, told him it was ad-

The poor man's contumely,

Vol . IV. M m " mirable.
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44 mirable , and at the fame time, in Imitation of the other , lifted up the
" empty fpoon to his mouth with great pleafure. The Barmecide then.
" asked him, if he ever faw whiter bread ? Schacabac, who favv neither
" bread nor meat, If I did not like it , you may be fure, fays he, I fhould
" not eat fo heartily of it . You oblige me mightily, replied the Bar-
44 mecide, pray let me help you to this leg of a goofe. Schacabac reach-
" ed out his plate, and received nothing on it with great chearfulnefs.
" As he was eating very heartily on this imaginary goofe, and crying up
" the fauce to the skies, the Barmecide defired him to keep a corner of
" his ftomach for a roafted lamb, fed with piftacho-nuts, and after having
" called for it, as though it had really been ferved up, Here is a difli,
44 fays he, that you will fee at no body 's table but my own. Schacabac
" was wonderfully delighted with the tafle of it, which is like nothing,
"** fays he, I ever eat before . Several other nice difhes were ferved up in
44 idea , which both of them commended and feafted on after the fame
" manner. This was followed by an invifible Dijfert , no part of which
44 delighted Schacabac fo much as a certain lozenge, which the Barmecide
" told him was a fweet-meat of his own invention . Schacabacat length,
" being courteoufly reproached by the Barmecide, that he had no fto-
« mach, and that he eat nothing , and, at the fame time, being tired with
? moving his jaws up and down to no purpofe, defired to be excufed,
44 for that really he was fo füll he could not eat a bit more. Come then,
44 fays the Barmecidey the cloth fhall be removed, and you fhall tafle of
44 my wines, which I may fay, without vanity, are the beft in Terßa.
14 He then filled both their glafTes out of an empty decanter . Schacabac
" would have excufed himfelf from drinking fo much at once, becaufe
" he faid he was a little quarrelfome in his liquor ; however being preft
" to it, he pretended to take it off, having before-hand praifed the co-
u \&ur r and afterwards the flavour. Being plyed with two or three other
sc imaginary bumpers of different wines equally delicious, and a little vex-
44 ed with this fantaftic treat , he pretended to grow fluftered, and gave
14 the Barmecide a good box on the ear, but immediately recovering
44 himfelf , Sir, fays he, I beg ten thoufand padons, but I told you before,
44 that it was my misfortune to be quarrelfome in my drink . The Bar-
# mecidecould not but fmile at the humour of his gueft, and inffead of
44 being angry at him, I find, fays he, thou art a complaifant fellow, and
44 deferveft to be entertained inmy houfe. Since rhou canft accommodate
44 thy felf to my humour , we will now eat together in good earneft.
" Upon which, Galling for his fupper, the rice-lbup, the goofe, the pi-

44 ftacho-
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« ftacho-lamb, the feveral other nice diflies, with the T)iffert, the lo-
ii Tenges, and all the variety of Terßan wines, were ferved up fuccef-
« fively, one after another ; and Schacabacwas feafted in reality, with
« thofe very things which he had before been entertained with in ima-
« gination.

N ° 163. Thurfdaŷ September 16.

m 'tferum eß aliena v 'were quadra . Juv.

WH EN I am difpofed to give my felf a day's reft, lorder the
Lion to be opened, and fearch into the magazine of intelligence
for fuch Letters as are to my purpofe. The firft I looked into

comes to me from one who is Chaplain to a great family. He treats him-
felf, in the beginning of it, after fuch a manner, as I am perfuaded no
man of fenfe would treat him. Even the Lawyer and the Phyfician, to
a man of quality, expeft to be ufed like Gentlemen, and much more
may any one of fo fuperior a profeffion. I am by no means for encou-
raging that difpute, whether the Chaplain or the Marler of the houfe
be the better man, and the more to be refpecled. The two learned Au-
thors, Doftor Hicks, and Mr. Collier, to whomI might add feveral others,
are to be excufed if they have carried the point a little too high in fa-
vour of the Chaplain, fmce in fo corrupt an age as that we live in, the
populär opinion runs fo far into the other extreme. The only contro-
verfie, between the Patron and the Chaplain, ought to be which Ihould
promote the good defigns and interefts of each other moft; and for my
own part, I think it is the happieft circumftance, in a great eitate or title,
that it qualifiesa man for chufing, out of fucha learned and valuable body
of men as that of the EnglißoClergy, a friend, a fpiritual guide, and a
companion. The Letter I have received from one of this Order, is as
follows.

Mm 2,
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