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N° 165. Saturday, September 19.
|. Decipiz exemplar, vitiss imtabile ----- Hor.
# T is a melancholy thing to fee a coxcomb at the head of a family. He

fcatters infection through the whole houfe. His wife and children

have always their eyes upon him: if they have more fenfe than him-.

felf, they are out of countenance for him; if lefs, they fubmit their un-

derftandings to him, and make daily improvements in folly and imperti-

nence. I have been very often fecretly concerned, when I have feen o

circle of pretty children cramped in their natural parts, and pratling e-

ven below themfelves, while they are talking after a couple of filly pa-

rents. The dulnefs of a father often extinguithes a genius in the {on, or

gives fuch a wrong caft to his mind, as it is hard for him ever to wear

off. In fhort, where the head of a family is weak, you hear the repetiti-

i ons of his infipid pleafantries, fhallow conceits, and topical points of mirth,

' in every member of it. His table, his fire fide, his parties of diverfion,
are all of them fo many ftanding fcenes of folly.

This is one reafon why I would the more recommend the improve-
ments of the mind to my female Readers, that a family may have a dou-
ble chance for it, and if it meets with weaknefs in one of the heads, may
have it made up in the other. It is indeed an unhappy circumitance in a
family, where the wife has more knowledge than the husband; but it is
better it fhould be fo, than that there fhould be no knowledge in the
whole houfe. It is highly expedient that at leaft one of the perfons, who
fits at the helm of affairs, fhould give an example of good {enfe to thofe,
who are under them in thefe little domeftick governments.

If folly is of ill confequence in the head of a family, vice is much more
fo,as it is of a more pernicious and of a more contagious nature. When
the mafter is a profligate, the rake runs through the houfe. Yot hear
the fons talking loofely and {wearing after their father,and fee the daugh-

Lﬁfrs either familiarized to his difcourfe, or every moment blufhing for
im,
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The very footman will be a fine Gentleman in his Mafter’s way. He
improves by his table-talk, and repeats in the kitchin what he learns in

the parlor. Inveft him with the fame title and ornaments,and youwould

fcarce know him from his Lord. He pradtifes the {fame oaths, the fame
ribaldry, the fame way of joking.

It is therefore of very great concern to a family, that the ruler of it
fhould be wife and virtuous. The firft of thefe qualifications does not in-
deed lie within his power; but though 2 man cannot abftain from being
weak, he may from being vicious. It isin his power to give a good ex-
ample of modefty, of temperance, of frugality, of religion, and of all other
virtues, which though the greateft ornaments of human nature, may be
put in praétice by men of the moft ordinary capacities. :

As wifdom and virtue are the proper qualifications in the Mafter of
houfe, if he 15 not accomplifhed in both of them, it is much better that
he thould be deficient in the former than in the latter, fince the confe-
quences of vice are of an infinitely more dangerous nature-than thofe of
tolly.

When I read the hiftories that are left us of Pythagoras, 1 cannot but
take notice of the extraordinary influence which that great Philofopher,
who was an illuftrious pattern of virtue and wifdom, had on his private
family. This excellent man, after having perfected himfelf in the learn-
ing of his own country, travelled into all the known parts of the world,
on purpofe to converfe with the moft learned men of every place; by
which means he gleaned up all the knowledge of the age, and is fHll ad-
mired by the greatelt men of the prefent times, as a prodigy of fcience.
His wife Theano wrote feveral books; and after his death taught his Phi:
lofophy in his publick fchool, which was frequented by numberlefs difci-
ples of diflerent countries. There are feveral excellent fayings recorded
of her. Tihall only mention one, becaufe it does honour to her virtue,ss
well asto her wifdom. Being asked by fome of her fex; in how long atime

a woman might be allowed to pray to the gods, . after having converfed
with a man? If ¢ were her bushand, fays the, the next day; i a flran-
gery mever. Pythagoras had by his wife two fons and three daughters.
His two {ens, Telauges and Muefarchus, were both eminent Philofophers,
and were joined with their mother in the government of the Pythagorean
fchool.  Ariguote was one of his daughters, whofe writings were extant,
and very much admired in the age of Porphyrius. Damo was anothet
of his daughters, in whofe hands Pyrhagoras left his works, with a pro-
hibition to communicate them to {irangers, which fhe obferved to' the

hazard
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hazard of her life; and though fhe was offered a great fum for them, rather
chofe to live in poverty, than not obey the commands of her beloved
father.  Myia was the third of the daughters, whofe works and hiftory
were very famous, even in Lucian’s time. She was fo fignally virtuous,
that for her unblemifhed behaviour in her virginity, the was chofen to
lead up the chorus of maids in a national folemnity; and for her exem-
lary conduét in marriage, was placed at the head of all the matrons, in
the like publick ceremony. The memory of this learned woman was {o
precious among her countrymen, that her houfe was after her death
converted into a temple, and the ftreet fhe lived in called by the name
of the Mufeum. Nor muit I omit, whilft I am mentioning this great Phi-
lofopher under his charafter as the mafter of a family, that two of his
fervants fo improved’ themfelves under him, that they were inftituted in-
to his fe®, and make an eminent figure in the lift of Pytbagoreans. The
names of thefe two fervants were Affreus and Zamolxes. This fingle
example fufficiently hows us_both the influence and the merit of one who
difcharges as he ought the office of a good malfter of a family ; which, if it
were well obferved in every houfe, would quickly put an end to that uni-
verfal depravation of manners, by which the prefent age is fo much di-
flinguifhed ; and which is more eafie to lament than to reform.

N° 166. Monday, September 21.

meememmanemm aliquifque malo fust ufus n tllo. Ov. Met.

HARITY is a virtue of the heart, and not of the hands, fays
C an old writer. Gifts and alms are the expref{lions, not the eflence of

this virtue. A manmay beftow great fums on the poor and indigent,
without being charitable, and may be charitable when he is not able to
beftow any thing. Charity is therefore a habit of good will, or benevo-
lence, in the foul, which difpofes us to the love, affiftance and relief
of mankind, efpecially of thofe who ftand in need of it. The poor man
who has this excellent frame of mind, is no lefs intitled to the reward
of this virtue than the man who founds a college. For my own part, I

VoL, IV. Nn am
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