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OF T HE

CHRISTIAN RELIGION.

s
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L. General divifion of the following difcourfe, with regard to Pagan and
Jewith Authors, who mention particulars relating to our Saviour.

H. Not probable that any fuch fhould be mentioned by Pagan writers who
Tvedimtinl e fame time, from the nature of fuch tranfaitions.

1§58 f_-,'J{,-."‘m:.r'zH'{y when related by the Jews:

IV. And heard at a diftance by thofe who pretended to as great miracles
as their owin.

V. Befides that, no Pagan writers of that age lived in Judea or #s Con
fines,

VL. And becaufe many books of that age are lofl.

VII. An inflance of one :.'m?dprwed t0 be authentick.

VII. 4 fecond record of probable, though not undoubted, autlhority.

Vou. IV. Bbbb . THAT




the fubje@t under our confideration, and
methodize the feveral particulars that [
touched upon in difcourfe with you; I
fhall firft take notice of fuch Pagan Authors,
as have given their teftimony to the hiftory
of our Saviour; reduce thefe Authors un-
der their refpective claffes, and fhew what
authority their teflimonies carry with them.
Secondly, I fhall take notice of Yewifh Au-
thors in the fame light.

II. There are many reafons, why you fhould not expe& that matters of
fuch a wonderful nature fhould be taken notice of by thofe eminent Pa-
gan writers, who were contemporaries with Fefies Chriff, or by thofe who
lived before his Difciples had perfonally appeared among them, and afcer-
tained the report which had gone abroad concerning a life fo full of mi-
racles. :

Suppofing fuch things had happened at this day in Switzeriand, or a-
mong the Grifons, who make a greater figure in Europe than Fudea did
in the Romar Empire, would they be immediately believed by thofe who
live at a great diftance from them? or would any certain account of them
be tranfmitted into foreign countries, within fo fhort a fpace of time as
that of our Saviour’s publick miniftry? Such kinds of news, though never
fo true, feldom gain credit, till fome time after they are tranfa@led and
expofed to the examination of the curious, who by laying together cir-
cumftances, atteftations, and charaéters of thofe who are concerned in
them, either receive, or rejeét what at firft none but eye-witneffes could
abfolutely believe or disbelieve. In a cafe of this fort, it was natural for
men of {enfe and learning to treat the whole account as fabulous, or at
fartheft to fufpend their belief of it, until all things ftood together in their
full light.

INl. Befides, the Fews were branded not only for {uperflitions different
from all the religions of the Pagen world, but in a particular manner
ridiculed for being a credulous people; fo that whatever reports of fuch
a nature came out of that country, were looked upon by the heathen
world as falfe, frivolous, and improbable,

IV. We
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IV. We may further obferve that the ordinary praétice of Magic in
thofe times, with the many pretended Prodigies, Divinations, Apparitions,
and. local Miracles among the Heathens, made them lefs attentive to{uch
news from fudea, till they had time to confider the nature, the occafion,
and the end of our Saviour’s miracles, and were awakened by many {ur-
prizing events to allow them any confideration at all. ;

V. We are indeed told by St. Matthew, that the fame of our Saviour,
during his life, went throughout all Syrie, and that there followed him
great multitudes of people from Galzlee, Fudea, Decapolis, Idumaa, from
beyond Fordan, and from Tyre and Sidon. Now had there been any hi-
{torians of thofe times and places, we might have expected to have {een
:n them fome account of thofe wonderful tranfafions in F#dea; but

there is not any fingle Author extant, in any kind, of that age, in any of

thofe countries.

V1. How many books have perifhed in which poflibly there might have
been mention of our Saviour? Look among the Romans, how few of
their writings are come down to our times? In the fpace of two hundred
years from our Saviour’s birt‘h, when there was fuch a multitude of wri-
ters in all kinds, how {mall 1s the number of Authors that have made
their way to the prefent age?

VII. One authentick Record, and that the moft authentick heathen
Record, we are pretty fure is loft. I mean the account fent by the Go-
vernor of Fudea, under whom our Saviour was judged, condemneds
and crucified. It was the cuftom in the Roman Empire, as it is to this
day in all the governments of the world, for the preefeéts and vice-roys of
diftant provinces €0 tran{mit to their Soveraign a fummary relation of
every thing remarkable in their adminiftration. That Pontius Pilate, in
his account, would have touched on fo extraordinary an event in F#dea,
s not to be doubted; and that he aGtually did, we learn from Fuffin
Martyr, who lived about 2 hundred years after our Saviour’s death, refi-
ded, made Converts, and fuffered martyrdom at Rome, where he was
engaged with Philofophers, and in a particular manner with Crefcens the
Cynick, Who could eafily have deteéted, and would not fail to have ex-
pofed him, had he quoted a Record not in being, or made any falfe cita-
tion out of it. Would the great Apologift have challenged Crefcens 10
difpute the caufe of Chriftianity with him before the Roman Senate, had
he forged fuchan evidence? or would Crefcens have refufed the challenge,
could he have triumphed over him in the dete&ion of fuch aforgery? To

which we muft add, that the Apology; which appeals to this Record,
Bbbb 2 2 was
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was prefented to a learned Emperor, and to the whole body ef the Ro-
man Senate, This father in his apology, {peaking of the death and f{uf-
fering of our Saviour, refers the Emperor for the truth of what he fays
to the aéts.of Pontius Pilate, which I have here mentioned. Tertullian,
who wrote his. Apology about fifty years after Fuftin, doubtlefs referred
to the fame Record, whem he tells the Governor of Rome, that the Em-
peror 7iberius having received an account out of Paleffine in Syria of
the Divine perfon, who had appeared in that country, paid him a parti-
cular regard, and: threatned to punifh any who fhould accufe the chrifti-
ans; nay, that the Emperor would have adopted him among the Deities
whom they worfhipped, had not the Senate refufed to come into his
propofal. Zertullian, who gives us this hiftory, was not only one of the
moft learned men of his age, but what adds a greater weight to his au-
thority in this cafe, was eminently skilful and- well read in the laws of
the Roman Empire. Nor can it be faid, that Zertullian grounded  his
quotation upon the authority of Fuflin Martyr, becaufe we find he mixes
it with matters of fact which are not related by that Author. Eufebius
mentions the fame ancient Record, but as it was not extant in his time,
I {hall not infift upon his authority in this point. If it be objefteds that
this particular is not mentioned in any Roman Hiftorian, I fhall ufe the
fame argument in a parallel cafe, and fee whether it will carry any force
with it. “Olpian the great Roman Lawyer gathered together all the Im-
perial Edicts that had been made againit the chriftians.. But did any one
ever fay that there had been no fuch Ediéts, becaufe they were not
mentioned in the hiftories of thofe Emperors? Befides,, who knows but
this circumitance of T7berius was mentioned in other hiftorians that have
been loft, though not to be found'in any {till extant? Has not Swezoni-
#s many particulars of this Emperor omitted by Tacitus, and Herodian
many that are not fo,much as hinted at by.either? As for the {purious 4«
of Pilate,now extant, we know the occafion and time of their writing,
and that had there not been a true and authentick. Record of this nature,
they would never have been forged.

VIIL The ftory of Agbarus King of Edeffa, relating to theletter which
he fentto our Saviour, and to-that whith he received from him, isa record
of great authority ; and-thiough I will not infift wpon it, may venture to
fay, that had we fuch an evidence for any faé in Pagaen hiftory,an Author
would be thought very unreafonable who fhould rejeét it. I believe you
will be of my opinion, if you will perufe, with other Authors, who have
appeared in vindication of thefe letters as genuine, the additional argu-

ments
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ments which” have been made ufe of by the late famous and learned
Dr. Grabe, in the {fecond volume of his Spzcilegrum.

SVEGTELE O<N <l

I. What fals in the biffory of our Saviour might be taken notice of by~
Pagan Authors. -

IL What particular faits are taken notice of, and by what Pagan Au-
thors.

L. How Celfus reprefented our Saviour'g,miracles.

IV. The fame reprefentation made of them by.other unbelievers, and prov-
ed unreafonable.

V. What fafls in our Saviour’s biffory not to be expeiled from Pagan
writers.

L E now come to confider what undoubted authorities are extant
among Pagan writers ; and here we muit premife, that fome
parts of .our:Saviour’s hiftory may be reafonably expeted from

Pagans. I mean fuch parts as might be known to thofe who lived at a

diftance from Fudea, as well as to thofe who were the followers and

eye-witnefles of Chriff. _

II.: Such particulars are moft of thefe which follow, and which are all
attefted by fome one or other of thofe heathen Authors, who lived in or
near the age of our Saviour and his difciples. 7has Auguftus Cafar bad
ordered the whole empire to be cenféd or taxed, which brought our Sa-
viour’s reputed parents to Bezhlebem : This is mentioned by feveral Ro-
man hiltorians, as Tacitus, Suetonius, and Dion. That a great light,
or @ new [tar appeared in ihe eafl, which direited the wife men to onr
Saviour: This is recorded by Chalcidins. That Herod, the King of Pa-
leftine, f6 ofien mentioned in the Roman biffory, made a great [laughter
of innocent ehildren, being {o jealous of his {ucceflor,. that he put to
death. his own fons on that account: This charafter of him is given by
feveral hiftorians, and this cruel fa&t mentioned by Macrobius, a heathen
Author,. who tells it as a known thing, without any mark.or doubt upen
it. That our Saviour bad been in Egypt: This Ceifus, though he raifes
a monfirous ftory upon it; is fo far .from depying, _that he. tells us our
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