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Of the CERIsTIAN RELIGION. 565

ments which” have been made ufe of by the late famous and learned
Dr. Grabe, in the {fecond volume of his Spzcilegrum.

SVEGTELE O<N <l

I. What fals in the biffory of our Saviour might be taken notice of by~
Pagan Authors. -

IL What particular faits are taken notice of, and by what Pagan Au-
thors.

L. How Celfus reprefented our Saviour'g,miracles.

IV. The fame reprefentation made of them by.other unbelievers, and prov-
ed unreafonable.

V. What fafls in our Saviour’s biffory not to be expeiled from Pagan
writers.

L E now come to confider what undoubted authorities are extant
among Pagan writers ; and here we muit premife, that fome
parts of .our:Saviour’s hiftory may be reafonably expeted from

Pagans. I mean fuch parts as might be known to thofe who lived at a

diftance from Fudea, as well as to thofe who were the followers and

eye-witnefles of Chriff. _

II.: Such particulars are moft of thefe which follow, and which are all
attefted by fome one or other of thofe heathen Authors, who lived in or
near the age of our Saviour and his difciples. 7has Auguftus Cafar bad
ordered the whole empire to be cenféd or taxed, which brought our Sa-
viour’s reputed parents to Bezhlebem : This is mentioned by feveral Ro-
man hiltorians, as Tacitus, Suetonius, and Dion. That a great light,
or @ new [tar appeared in ihe eafl, which direited the wife men to onr
Saviour: This is recorded by Chalcidins. That Herod, the King of Pa-
leftine, f6 ofien mentioned in the Roman biffory, made a great [laughter
of innocent ehildren, being {o jealous of his {ucceflor,. that he put to
death. his own fons on that account: This charafter of him is given by
feveral hiftorians, and this cruel fa&t mentioned by Macrobius, a heathen
Author,. who tells it as a known thing, without any mark.or doubt upen
it. That our Saviour bad been in Egypt: This Ceifus, though he raifes
a monfirous ftory upon it; is fo far .from depying, _that he. tells us our
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866  Of the CHR1sTIAN RELIGION.

Saviour learned the arts of magic in that country.  Zhat'Pontius Pilate
was Governor of Juda, that our Saviour was brought in judgment be-
fore bim, and by bim condemned and crucified: This is recorded b

Zacitus. That many miraculous cuves and works out of the ordinary
courfe of nature were wrought by bim : This is confefled by 7ulianthe Apo-
ftate, Porphyry, and Hierocles, all of them not only Pagans, but profef-
fed enemies and perfecutors of Chriftianity. Thar our Savieur foretold
feveral things which came to pafs according to his predittions : This was
attefted by Phlegon in his annals, as we are affured by the learned Origen
againft Celfus. That at the time when our Saviour died, there was a
miraculous darknefs and a great earthquake : This is recorded by the fame
Phlegon the Trallian, who was likewife a Pagan and Freeman to Adrian
the Emperor. We may here 6dferve, that a native of Tre//zum, which
was not fituate at fo great a diftance from Palefline, might very probably
be informed of fuch remarkable events as had paffed among the Fews in
the age immediately preceding his own times, fince feveral of his coun-
trymen with whom he had converfed, might have received a confufed
report of our Saviour before his crucifixion, and probably lived within
the Shake of the earthquake, and the Shadow of the eclipfe, which are
recorded by this Author.  That Chrift was worfbipped as a God among
the Chriftians ; that they would ratbher fuffer death than blafpheme him ;
that they received a facrament, and by it entered into @ vow of abftaining
from fin and wickedne/s, conformable to the advice given by St. Pan/; that
they bad private affemblies of worfbip, and ufed to join together in
Hymns : This is the account which P/uy the younger gives of Chriftia-
nity in his days, about {eventy years after the death of Chr4f, and which
agrees in all its circumftances with the accounts we have in holy writ, of
the firft flate of Chriftianity after the crucifixion of our Blefled Saviour.
That §t. Peter, whofé miracles are many of them recorded in holy writ, did
many wonderful works, is owned by Fulian the apoftate, who therefore re-
prefents him as a great Magician,and one who had in his pofleffion a book
of magical fecrets left him by our Saviour. That the devils or evil Jpi-
rits were fubject to them, we may learn from Porphyry, who objes to
Chriftianity, that fince Yefus had begun to be worfhipped, B /eulapins
and the reft of the gods did no more converfe with men. Nay, Celfas
himfelf affirms the fame thing in effe@, when he fays, that the power
which feemed to refide in Chriftians, proceeded from the ufe of certain
names, and the invocation of certain d2mons. Origen remarks on this
paffage, that the Author doubtlefs hints at thofe Chriftians who put to
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flight evil fpirits, and healed thofe who were poflefled with them; a faét
which had been often feen, and which he himfelf had feen, as he de-
clares in another part of his difcour{eagainft Celfis. But at the fame time
he aflures us, that this miraculous power was exerted by the ufe of no
other name but that of Fefus, to which were added feveral paffages in his
hiftory, but nothing like any invocation to Demons.

II. Celfius was fo hard fet with the report of our Saviour’s. miracles,
and the confident atteftations concerning him, that though he often 1in-
timates he did not believe them to be true, yet knowing he might be fi-
lenced in fuch an anfwer, provides himfelf with another retreat, when
beaten out of this; namely, that our Saviour was a magician. "Thus he
compares the feeding of fo many thoufands at two different times with
a few loaves and fithes, to the magical fealts of thofe Egyptsan impoitors,
who would prefent their fpeétators with vifiopary entertainments that had
in them neither{ubftance nor reality : which, by the way, is to {uppofe, that
a hungty and fainting multitude were filled by an apparition, or firengthned
and refrefhed with fhadows. He knew very well that there were fo many
witnefles and aors, if I may call them fuch, in thefe two miracles, that
it was impoffible to refute fuch multitudes, who had doubtlefs {fufficiently
{pread the fame of them, and was therefore in this place forced to refort
to the other folution, that it was done by magic. It was not enough to
fay that a miracle which appeared to fo many thoufand eye-witnefles was
a forgery of Chrifs difciples, and therefore fuppofing them to be eye-
witnefles, he endeavours to fhew how they might be deceived.

IV. The unconverted heathens, who were prefled by the many autho-
rities that confirmed our Saviour’s miracles, as well as the unbelieving
Fews, who had a&ually feen them, were driven to account for them after
the fame manner: For, to work by magic in the heathen way of fpeak-
ing, was in the language of the jews to caft out devils by Beel/zebub the
the Prince of the devils. Our Saviour, who knew that unbelievers in all
ages would puat this perverfe interpretation on his miracles, has branded
the malignity of thofe men, who contrary to the dictates of their own
hearts ftarted fuch an unreafonable obje€tion, as a blafphemy againit the
Holy Ghoft, and declared not only the guilt, but the punifhment of fo

)
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black a crime. At the fame time he condefcended to fhew the vanity and
emptinefs of this objection againft his miracles, by reprefenting that they
evidently tended to the deftru@ion of thofe powers, to whofe afliftance
the enemies of his doftrine then afcribed them. An argument, which, if
duly weighed, renders the objection fo very frivolous and groundlefs, that

we
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we may venture 'to call it even blafphemy againft common fenfe. Would
Magic endeavour to draw off the minds of men from the worthip which
was paid to ftocks and {tones, to give them an abhorrence of thofe e-
vil fpirits who rejoiced in the moit cruel facrifices, and in offerings of
the greateft impurity; and in fhort to call upon mankind to exert their
whole ftrength in the love and adoration of that one Being, from whom
they derived their exiftence, and on whom only they were taught to de-
pend every moment for the happinefs and continuance of it? Was it the
bulinefs of magic to humanize our natures with compailion. forgivenefs,
and all the inftances of the mo{t extenfive charity? Would evil fpirits con-
tribute to make men fober, chafte, and temperate, and in a word to pro-
duce that reformation, which was wrought in the moral werld by thofe
doétrines of our Saviour, that received their fan&tion from his miracles?
Nor is it poflible to imagine, that evil {pirits would enter into a combi-
nation with eur Saviour to cut off .all their correfpondence and inter-
courfe with mankind, and to prevent any for the future from additing
themfelves to thofe rites and ceremonies, which had done them fo much
honour. We fee the early effeét which Chriftianity had on the mindsof
men in this particular, by that number of books, which were filled with
the {ecrets of magic, and made a facrifice to Chriftianity by the con-
verts mentioned in the Aés of the Apoitles. We have likewife an emi-
nent inftance of the inconfiftency of our Religion with magic, in the hi-
ftory of the famous .4guila. This perfon, who was a kinfman of the
Emperor Trajan, and likewife a man of great learning, norwithfltanding
he had embraced Chriftianity, could not be brought off from the ftudies
of magic, by the repeated admonitions of his fellow-chriflians : fo.that at
length they expelled him their fociety, as rather chuling to lofe the repu-
tation of fo confiderable a Profelyte, than communicare with one who
dealt in fuch dark and infernal practices. Befides we may obferve, that
all the favourers of magic were the moft profeft and bitter enemies to
the chriftian religion. Not to mention Swmos Magus and many others,
I thall only take notice of thofe two great perfecutors of chriftianity, the
l.mperors Adrian and Fulian the Apoftate, both of them initiated in
the myiteries of divination, and skilled in all the depths of magic. [fhall
only add, that evil {pirits cannot be fuppofed to have concurred in the
eftablithment of a religion, which triumphed over them, drove them out
of the places they poffeft, and divefted them of their influence on man-
kind ; nor would I mention this particular, though it be unanimoufly
ireported by all the ancient chriftian Authors: did it not appear from the

authorities
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the, authorities above-cited, that this was a faét confeft by heathens
themfelves.

V. Wenow fee what a multitude of Pagan teftimonies may be produced
for all thofe remarkable paflages, which might have been expeéted from
them: and indeed of feveral, that, I believe, do more than anfwer. your ex-
pettation, as they were not fubjefls in their own nature f{o expofed to
publick notoriety. It cannot be expected they fhould mention particu-
lars, which were tranfaéted amongfit the Difciples only, or among fome
few even of the Difciples themfelves; fuch as the transfiguration, the a-
gony in the garden, the appearance of Chrif after his refurreflion, and
others of thelike nature. It was impoflible for a heathen Autlior to relate
thefe things ; becaufe if he had believed them, he would no longer have
beena heathen, and by that means his teftimony would not have been
thought of fo much validity. Befides, his very report of facts fo favou-
rable to Chriftianity would have prompted men to fay that he was pro-
bably tainted with their dofrine. We have a parallel cafe in Hecarzus,
a famous Greek Hiftorian, who bad feveral paflages in his book confor-
mable to the hiftory of the Fewi/b writers, which when quoted by Fofe-
phus, as a confirmation of the Fewi/b hiftory, when bis heathen adver-
faries could give no other anfwer to it, they would need fuppofe that
Hecatzus was a Few in his heart, though they had no other reafon for
it, but becaufe his hiftory gave greater authority to the Few:i/b than the
Egyptian Records.
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L. Introduition to a féecond Liff of Pagan Authors, who give teftimony of
our Saviour.

II. A paffage concerning our Saviour, froma learned Athenian.

L. His converfion from Paganifm to Chrifiianity makes his evidence firon-
ger than if be bad continued a Pagan.

IV. OF another Athenian Philofopher converted to Chriftianity.

V. Why their converfion, inflead of weakening, [lrengthens their evidence
in defence of Chriftianity.

V1. Zheir belicf in our Saviour's hiftory founded at firft upon the princi-
ples of biftorical faith,
Vou. IV, Ccce VII. That
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