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1. Charaéter of the times in which the Chriffian religion was propagated.:

1. And of many who embraced it.

Wl Three eminent and early inflances.

IV. Multitudes of learned men who came over to if.

V. Belief in owr Saviour's hiftory, the firft motive to their converfion.

V1. The names of feveral Pagan Philofophers, who were Chriftian con=
verts,

1. W T happened very providentially to the honour of the Chriftian re-
ligion, that 't did not take its rife in the dark illiterate ages of the
world, but at a time when arts and {ciences were at their height,

and when there were men who made it the bufinefs of their lives to

fearch after truth, and fift the feveral opinions of Philofophers and wife
men, concerning the duty, the end, and chief happinels of reafonable
creatures.

II. Several of thefe therefore, when they had informed themfelves of
our Saviour’s hiftory, and examined with unprejudiced minds the doét-
rines and manners of his difciples and followers, were {o {truck and con-
vinced, that they profefled themfelves of that fe& ; notwithitanding, by
this profeflion in that junéture of time, they bid farewel to all the plea-
fures of this life, renounced all the views of ambition, engaged in an unin-
terrupted courfe of feverities, and expofed themfelves to publick hatred
and contempt, to fufferings of all kinds, and to death itfelf.

[[l. Of this fort we may reckon thofe three early converts to Chriftia-
nity, who each of them was a member of a Senate famous for its wildom
and learning. Fofeph the Arimathean was of the Fewifb Sanbedrim,
Dionyfius of the Athenian Areapagus, and Flavius Clemens of the Roman
Senate; nay at the time of his death Conful of Rome. Thefe three were
fo thoroughly fatisfied of the truth of the Chriftian religion, that the
firlt of them, according to all the reports of antiquity, died a martyr
for it ; as did the fecond, unlefs we disbelieve Ariffides, his fellow-citi-
zen and contemporary ; and the third, as we are informed both by Ro-
snan and Chriftian Authors.

1V. Among
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IV. Among thofe innumerable multitudes, who in moft of the known
nations of the world came over ta Chriftianity at its firft appearance,
we may be fure there were great numbers of wife and learned men, be-
fide thofe whofe names are in the Chriftian records, who without doubt
took care to examine the truth of our Saviour’s hiftory, before the
would leave the religion of their country and of their forefathers, for
the fake of one that would not only cut them off from the allurements
of this world, but fubjeét them to gvery thing terrible or difagreeable in
it. Jertullian tells the Roman Governors, that their corporations, coun-
cils, armies, tribes, companies, the palace, fenate, and courts of Judica-
ture were filled with Chriftians ; as Arwobius afferts, that men of the fineft
parts and learning, Orators, Grammarians, Rhetoricians, Lawyers, Phy-
ficians, Philofophers, defpifing the fentiments they had been once fond
of, took up their reft in the Chriftian religion.

V. Who can imagine that men of this chara&er did not thoroughly in-
form themielves of the hiftory of that perfon, whofe doétrines they em-
braced ? for however confonant to reafon his precepts appeared, how
good foever were the effecs which they produced in the world, nothing
could have tempted men to acknowledge him as their God and Saviour,
but their being firmly perfuaded of the miracles he wrought, and the
many atteftations of his divine miffion, which were to be met with in
the hiftory of his life. This was the ground-work of the Chriftian re-
ligion, and, if this failed, the whole {uperftru&ure funk with it. This
point therefore, of the truth of our Saviour's hiftory, as recorded by the
Evangelifts, is every where taken for granted in the writings of thofe,
who from Pagan Philofophers became Chriftian Authors, and who, by
reafon of their converfion, are to be looked upon as of the ftrongeft col-
lateral teftimony for the truth of what is delivered concerning our Sa-
viour.

VI. Befides innumerable Authors that are loft, we have the undoubted
names, works, or fragments of feveral Pagan Philofophers, which fhew
them to have been aslearned as any unconverted heathen Authors of the
age in which they lived. If we look into the greateit nurferies of learn-
ing in thofe ages of the world, we find in Athens, Dionyfins, Quadra-
tus, Arifiides, Athenagoras ; and in Alexandria, Diowyfius, Clemens,
Amimonius, Arnobius, and Anatolizs, to whom we may add Origen; for
though his father was a Chriftian martyr, he became, without all contro-
verfy, the moft learned 2nd able Phuilofopher of his age, by his education
at Alexandria, in that famous {eminary of arts aud iciences.
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