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Of the Christian Religion . 581
were very remote from the firfl publication of ir. Of thefe, befides Sc,
John , we have a remarkabie initance in Simeon, who was one of the
ieventy fent forth by our Saviour, to publiih the Gofpel before his cruci-
fixion, and a near kinfman of the Lord . This venerable perfon, who
had probably heard with his own ears our Saviour's prophecy of the de-
ltruftion of Jerufalem , prefided over the Church eltablilhed in that city,
during the time of its memorable fiege, and drew his congregation out
of thofe dreadful and unparallel'd calamities which befel his countrymen,
by following the advice our Saviour had given, when they fliould fee Je¬
rufalem encompäßed with armies, and the Roman ttandards, or abominä-
tion of defolation, fet up. He lived tili the year of our Lord 107, when
he was martyred under the Emperor Trojan.

SECTION VI.

I. The tradition of the Apoßles fecured by other excellent inßitutions;
II. But chiefly by the writings of the Evangelißs.
III. The diligence of the Tfifciples and firß Chrißian converts, to fend

abroad thefe writings.
IV. That the written account of our Saviour was the fame with that ' de-

livered by tradition:
V. cProved from the reception of the Gofpel by thofe Churches which

were eßablijhcd before it was written ;
VI. From the uniformity of what was believed in the feveral Churches;
VII . From a remarkable pajfage in Irenaus.
VIII. Records which are now loß, of ufe to the three firß centuries^ for

confirming the hißory of our Saviour.
IX. Inßances of fuch records.

\. ' W,m+ HUS far we fee how the learned Tagans might apprize them-
felves from oral information of the particulars of our Sa-
viour's hiftory. They could hear, in every Church planted in

every diftant part of the earth, the account which was there received
and preferved among them, of the hißory of our Saviour. They could
learn the names and charaäers of thofe firft miffionaries that brought to
them thefe accounts, and the miracles by which God Almighty attefted
their- reports . ßut the Apoftles and Difciples of Chriß, to preferve the

hiltory
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hiflory of his life, and to fecure their accounts of him from error and
oblivion , did not only fet afide certain perfons for that purpofe, as has
-been already lhewn, but appropriated certain days to the commemoration
•of thofe facts which they had related conGerning him. The firft day of
the week was in all its returns a perpetual memorial of his refurreäion,
as the devotional exercifes adapted to Friday and Saturday , were to
denote to all ages that he was crucified on the one of thofe days, and that
•he reftedinchegrave ontheother . Youmay apply the fame remark to feve-
ral of the annualfeftivalsinftitutedby the Apoflles thernfelves, or at furthefl
by their immediate Succefibrs, in memoryofthe moft important particulars
dn our Saviour's hiitory ; to which we muft add the Sacraments inflitu-
ted by our Lord himfelf, and many of thofe rites and ceremonies which
obtained in the moft eaiiy times of the Church . Thefe are to be regar-
ded as.flanding marks of fuch fafts as were delivered by thofe, who were
eye-witneffes to them, and which were contrived with great wifdom to
laft tili time ihould be no more. Thefe , without any other means, might
have, in fome meafure, conveyed to pofterity, the memory of feveral
tranfaclions in the hiftory of our Saviour, as they were related by his Dif-
ciples. At leaft, the reafon of thefe inüitutions , though they might be
forgotten , and obfcured by a long courfe of years, could not but be very
well known by thofe Who lived in the three firft Centuries , and a means
of informing the inquißtive Tagans in the truth of our Saviour's hiftory,
that being the view in which I am to confider them.

IL ßut leaöfuchatradition , though guarded by fomanyexpedients,fliould
wear out by the length of time, the four Evangelifts within about fifty,
or, as Theodoret affirms, thirty years, after our Saviour's death, while the
memory of his adions was frelli among them, configned to writing that

.hiftory, .which for fome years had been publifhed only by the mouth of
the Apoflles and Diiciples. The further confideration of thefe holy pen-
men will fall under another part of this difeourfe.

III, It will be fufficient to obferve here, that in the age which fuc-
ceeded the Apoflles, many of their immediate Difciples fent or carried in
perfon the books of the four Evangelifts, which had been written by
Apoflles, or at leaft approved by them, to moft of the Churches
which they had planted in the different parts of the world.
"This was done with fo much diligence, that when Tantanus , a man of
great learning and piety, had travelled into India for the propagation of
Chriflianity, about the year of our Lord 100, he found among that
remote people the Gofpel of St. Matthew , which upon his return from that

country
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conntry he brought with him to Alexandria,. This Gofpel is generally
fuppofed to have been left in thofe parts by St. Bartholomen the Apoftle
of the Indtes , who probably carried it with him before the wriüngs of

the three other Evangelifts were publifh'd.
IV. That the hiftory of our Saviour, as recorded by the Evangelifts, was

the fame with that which had been before delivered by the-Apoftles and

Difciples, will rurther appear in the profecution of this dilcourfe, and may
be gathered from the following confiderations.

V. Had thefe writings differed from the fermons of the firft planters of

Chriilianity , either in hiftory or doftrine, . there is no queition but they
would have been rejefted by thofe Churches which they had already for-
med . But fo confiftent and uniform was the relation of the Apoftles,
that thefe hittories appeared to be nothing elfe but their tradition and oral
atteftations made fixt and permanent . Thus was the fame of our Saviour,
which in fo few years had gone through the whole earth, confirmed and

perpetuated by fuch records , as would preferve the traditionary account
of him to after-ages; and reftifie it, ifat any time, bypaffing through fe-

veral generations, it mighrdrop any part that was material, or contracl
any thing that was falfe or ficlitious.

VI. Accordingly we find the fame Jefits Chriß , who was born of a '

Virgin , who had wrought many miracles in Taleßtne , who was crucified,
rofe again, and afcended intoHeaven ; I fay, the fame Jefus Chrifl had
been preached, and was worfliipped, in Germany, France , Spain, and
Great -Britain , in Tarthia , Media, Mefopotamia, Armenia, Thrygia,
Aßa and Tamphilia , in Italy , Egypt , Äffte, and beyond Cyrene, India
and Terfia , and, in Hiort,inall the iflands and provinces that are viiited by

the riling or fetting fun. The fame account of our Saviour's life and do-
ftrine was delivered by thoufands of Preachers , and believed in thoufands

ofplaces , who all, as fall: as it could be conveyed to them, reeeived the
fame account in writing from the four Evangelifts.

VII. Irenaus to this purpofe very aptly remarks, that thofe barbarous
nations, who in his time were not pofteft of the wricten gofpels, and had

only learned the hiltory of our Saviour from thofe who had converted them
to Chriilianity before the Gofpels were written , had among them the
fame aecounts of our Saviour, which are to be met with in the four Evan¬

gelifts. An unconteftable proof of the harmony and coneurrence be-
tween the holy feripture and the tradition of the Churches in thofe early
times of Chriilianity.

VIII. Thus
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VIII. Thus we fee what opportunities the learned and inquifitive hea-

•thens had of informing themfelves of the truth of our Saviour'shiftory, du-
ring thethreefirftGenturies , efpecially as they lay nearer one than anothcrto the fountain-head : befide which, there were many uncontroverted
traditions , records of Chriftianity, and particular hiftories, that then threw
light into thefe matters, bat are nöw entirely loft, by which, at that time,
any appearance of contradiclion , or feeming difficulties, in the hiftory of
the Evangelifts, were fully cleared up and explained : though we meet with
fewer appearances of this nature in the hiftory of our Saviour, as related
by the four Evangelifls, than in the accounts of any other perfon, publi-
fhed by fuch a number of different hiftorians who lived at fo great a di-
ftance from the prefent age.

IX . Among thofe records which are loft, and were of great ufe to the
primitive Chriftians, is the letter to Tiberius, which I have already men-tioned ; that of Marcus Aurelms, which I fhall take notice of hereafter;
the writings of Hegeßpflts, who had drawn down the hiitory of Chrifti-
anity to his own time, which was not beyond the middle of the fecond
Century ; the genuine Sibylline oracles, which in the firft ages of the
Church were eafily diftinguiflied from the fpurious ; the records prefer-
ved in particular Churches, with many other of the fame nature.

SECTIÜN VII.
I. The ßght of miracles in thofe ages a further conßrmation tf/' PaganThilofifhers in the Chrißian faith.
II. The credibility of fuch miracles.
III. A particular inßance.
IV . Martyrdom, why conßdered as a ßanding miracle.
V. Primitive Chrißians thought many of the Martyrs were fupported bya miraculous power:
VI. Trovedfrom the nature of their fujferings.
VII. How Martyrs further induced the Pagans to embrace Chriftianity.

I- TT ^ HERE were other means, which I find had a great influence
on the learned of the three firft CeritÜries, to create and confirm
in them the belief of our blefled Saviour's hiftory, which ought

not to be paffed over in filence. The firft was, the opportunity they en-
joyed
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