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Of the CuristiAN RELIGION., 581

were very remote from the firft publication of it. Of thefe, befides St.
Fohr; we have a remarkable inftance in Simeon, who was one of the
{eventy fent forth by our Saviour, to publith the Gofpel before his cruci-
fixion, and a near kinfman of the Lord. This venerable perfon, who
had probably heard with his own ears our Saviour’s prophecy of the de-
ftruction of Yerufalem, prefided over the Church eftablifhed in that city,
during the time of its memorable fiege, and drew his congregation out
of thofe dreadful and unparallel’'d calamities which befel his countrymen,
by following the advice our Saviour had given, when they fhould fee Fe-
rufalem encompafied withvarmies, and the Romar {tandards, or abomina-
tion of defolation, fet up. He lived till the year of our Lord 107, when
he was martyred under the Emperor Trayan.

SUECI T HO-N: ot MR

1. The tradition of the Apoftles fecured by other excellent inflitutions;

II. But chiefly by the writings of the Evangeliffs.

L. The diligence of the Difeiples and firft Chrifian converts, to [fend
abroad thefe writings.

IV. That the wrirten account of our Saviour was the fame with that' de-
livered by tradition:

V. Proved from the reception of the Guofpel by thofe Churches which
were effablifbod before it was written ;

V1. From the uniformity of what was believed in the feveral Churches ;

V. From a remarkable paffage in Irenzus.

VI Records which ave now loft, of ufe to the three firfl centuries, for
confirming the kiffory of our Saviokr.

IX. Inflances of fuch vecords.

L HUS far we fee how the learned Pagans might apprize them-
{elves from oral information of the particulars of our Sa-
viour’s hiftory. They could hear, in every Church planted in

every diftant part of the earth, the account which was there received

and _prL"‘fﬂ‘i'\-'Cd among them, of the hiftory of our Saviour. They could
learn the names and charaters of thofe firft miflionaries that brought to
them thefe accounts, and the miracles by which God Almighty atrefted
their reports. But the Apoftles and Difciples of Chriff, to prcfm;_etthe
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hiftory of his life, and to {ecure their accounts ef him: from | error.and
oblivion, did not enly fet afide certain perfons for that purpofe, as has
been already thewn, but appropriated certain days to the.commemoration
of thole facts which they had related concerning him. The firft day: of
the week was in all its returns a: perpetnal memorial of his refurreétion,
as the devotional exercifes adapted to Friday and Saturday, were to
denote to all ages that he was crucified on the one of thofe days, and that
he refted inthe grave onthe-other. Youmay apply thefame remark tofeve-
ral of the annual feftivals inftituted by the Apoftles themfelves, or at furtheft
-by their immediate Succeflors, in memory of the moft important particulars
dn our Saviour’s hiftory; to which we muft add the Sacraments inilitu-
ted by our.Lord himfclf, and many of thofe rites and ceremonies which
obtained in the moft early times of the Church. Thefe are to be regar-
ded as.ftanding marks of fuch fats as were delivered by thofe; who were
eye-witnefles to them, and which were contrived with great wifdom to
laft tfll time fhould be no more. Thefe, without any other means, might
have, in fome meafure, conveyed to poflerity, the memory of feveral
tranfactions in the hiftory of our Saviour, asthey were related by his Dif-
ciples. At leaft, the reafon of thefe inftitutions, though they might be
forgotten, and obfcured by a long courfe of years, could not but be very
well known by thofe who lived in the three fir{t Centuries, and a means
of informing the inquifitive Pagans in the truth of our Saviour’s hiftory,
that being the view in which [ am to confider them.

Il. But leaft fuchatradition, though guarded by fo many expedients, fhould
wear out by the length of time, the four Evangelifts within about fifty,
or, as Theodoret affirms, thirty years,after our Saviour’s death, while the
memory of his aétions was frefh among them, configned to writing that
-hiftory, which for fome years had been publithed only by the mouth of
the Apoftles and Difciples. The further confideration of thefe holy pen-
men will fall under another part of this difcourfe.

1. Tt will be fufficient to obferve here, that in the age which fuc-
cceded the Apofiles, many of their immediate Difciples fent or carried in
perfon the books of the four Evangelifts, which had been written by
Apoftles; or at leaft approved by them, to moft of the Churches
which they had planted in the diflerent parts of the world.
"I'his was done with fo much diligence, that when Pantenns, a man of
great learning and piety, had travelled into I#diaz for the propagation of
Chriflianity, about the year of our Lord 2co, he found among, that
remote people the Gofpel of St..Matthew, whichupon his return from that

country
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courntry he'brought with him to Alexandria. This Gofpel is generally
fuppofed tohave been left in thofe parts by St. Bartholemew the Apoitle
of the  Indies, who probably carried it with him before the writings of
the three other Evangelifts were publifh’d,

IV.. That the hiftory of our Saviour, as recorded by the Evangelifls, was
the fame  with that which had been before delivered by the. Apoitles and
Difciples, will turther appear in the profecution of this difcourfe, and may
be gathered from the following confiderations.

V. Had thefe writings differed fromthe fermons of the firft planters of
Chriftianity, either in hiftory. or do&rine, there is no queftion but they
would have been rejeéted by thofe Churches which they had already for-
med.  But fo confiltent and uniform was the relation of the Apoitles,
that thefe hiftories appeared to be nothing elfe but their tradition and oral
atteftations made fixt and permanent. Thus was the fame of our Saviour,
which in fo few years had goneithrough the whole earth, confirmed and
perpetuated by fuch records, as would preferve the traditionary account
of him to after-ages; and reétifie it, if at-any time, by pafling through fe-
veral generations, it might drop any part that was material, or contract
any thing that was falfe or fictitious.

VI. Accordingly we find the {ame Fefus Chriff, who was born of a’
Virgin, who had wrought many miracles in Paleftine, who was crucitied,
rofe again, and afcended into Heaven; I fay, the fame ¥efus Chryft had
been preached, and was worfhipped, in Germany, France, Spain, and
Great-Britain, in Parthia, Media, Mefopotamia, Armenia, Pbhrygia,
Afiz and Pamphilia, in Italy, Egypts Afyic, and beyond Cyrene, India
and Per fia,and, in fhort,in all the iflands and provinces that are vilited by
the rifing or fetting fun. The fame account of our Saviour’s life and do-
&rine was delivered by thoufands of Preachers, and believed in thoufands
of places, who all, as faft as it could be conveyed to them, received the
fame account in writing from the four Evangelifts.

VIL. Ireneus to this purpofe very aptly remarks, that thofe barbarous
nations, who in his time were not pofleft of the written gofpels, and had
onlv learned the hiltory of our Saviour from thofe who had converted them
to Chriftianity before the Gofpels were written, had among them the
fame accounts of our Saviour; which are to be met with in the four Evan-
gelifts.  An unconteftable prouf of the harmony and concurrence be-
tween the holy fcripture and the tradition of ‘the Churches in thofe early

times of Chriftianity.
VIII. Thus .
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VIIL Thus we fee what opportunities the learned and inquifitive hea-
thens had of informing themfelves of the truth of our Saviour’s hiftory, du.
ring the three firft Centuries, elpecially as they lay nearer one than another
to the fountain-head: befide which, there were many uncontroverted
traditions, records of Chriftianity, and particular hiftories, that then threw
light into thefe matters, but are now entirely loft, by which, at that timc,‘
any appearance of contradi¢tion, or {feeming difficulties, in the hiftory of
the Evangelifts, were fully cleared up and explained : though we meet with
fewer appearances of this nature in the hiftory of our Saviour, as related
by the four Evangelifts, than in the accounts of any other perfon, publi-
fhed by fuch a number of different hiftorians who lived at fo great a di-
ftance from the prefent age.

IX. Among thofe records which are loft, and were of greatufle to the
primitive Chriftians, is the letter to T7berius, which I have already men-
tioned ; that of Marcus Aurelius, which I fhall take notice of hereafter;
the writings of Hege/ippus, who had drawn down the hiftory of Chrifti-
anity to his own time, which was not beyond the middle of the {=cond
Century; the genuine Sibylline oracles, which in the firft ages of the
Church were eafily diftinguithed from the fpurious; the records prefer-
ved in particular Churches, with many other of the fame nature.

o EQ T LON +V{],

L The fight “of miracles in thofe ages a further confirmation of Pagan
Pbhilofophers in the Chriffian faith.

L. The credibility of fuch miracles.

L. A particular inflance,

IV. Martyrdom, why confidered as a Sanding miracle.

V. Primitive Chriftians thought many of the Martyrs were upported by
a miraculous power :

VL. Proved from the nature of their Sufferings.

VIL. How Martyrs further induced the Pagans fo embrace Chriftianity.

I HERE were other means, which I find had a great influence
on thelearned of the three firft Centurics, to create and confirm

in them the belief of our bleffed Saviour’s hiftory, which ought
not to be pafled over in filence. The firlt was, the opportunity they en-

Joyed
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