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Of the CurisTIAN RELIGION. 587

rent countries and conditions, who for near 300 years together made
this glorious confeffion of their faith, in the midft of tortures, and 10 the
hour of death: I muft conclude, that they were either of another make
than men are at prefent, or that they had fuch miraculous fupports
as were peculiar to thofe times of Chriftianity, when without them per-
haps the very name of it might have been extinguifhed.

VIL It is certain, that the deaths and fufferings of the primitive Chriftis
ans had a great fhare in the converfion of thofe learned Pagans, who li-
ved in the ages of Perfecution, which with fomeintervals and abatements
lafted near 3oo years after our Saviour. Fuftin Martyr, Tertulitan, Lac-
tantius, Arnobius, and others, tell us, that this firft of all alarmed their
curiofity, roufed their attention, and made them ferioufly inquifitive into
the nature of that religion, which could endue the mind with fo much
ftrength, and overcome the fear of death, nay raife an earneft defire of
it, though it appeared in all its terrors. This they found had not been
effe@ted by all the do@rines of thofe Philofophers, whom they had tho-
roughly ftudied, and who had been labouring at this great point. The
fight of thefe dying and tormented Martyrs engaged them to fearch into
the hiftory and doétrines of him for whom they fuffered. The more they
fearched, the more they were convinced; till their conviflion grew fo
{trong, that they themfelves embraced the fame truths, and either actual-
ly laid down their lives, or were always in a readinefs to do it rather
than depart from them.

SECTION VIIL

I The completion of our Saviour's prophectes confirmed Pagans in their
belief of the Gofpel.

. Origen’s obfervation on that of his Difciples being brought before Kings
and Governeurs; _

HI. On their being ;»_.?:-ﬁ».:“f.f:fd for their religion ;

IV. On their preaching the Gofpel to all nations ;

V. On the deffruétion of Jerufalem, and ruin of the Jewith occomomy.

VI. Thefe arguments [irengthened by what has happened fimce Origen’s
Lame,
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. HE fecond of thofe extraordinary means, of great ufe to the
learned and inquifitive Pagans of the three firft Centuries, for
evincing the truth of the hiftory of our Savic:-u_r, was the' com-

pletion of fuch prophecies as are recorded of him in the Evangelifts, They

could not indeed form any arguments from what he foretold, and was
fulfilled during his life, becaufe both the prophecy and the completion

were over before they were publifhed by the Evangelifts s though, as O-

rigen obferves, what end could therebe in forging fome of thefe prediétions,

as that of St, Peter’s denying his mafter, and all his Difciples forfaking
him in the greateft extremity, which refles fo much fhame on the great

Apoftle, and on all his companions? Nothing but a ftri&t adherence to

truth, and to matters of faét, could have prompted the Evangelifts to re-

late a circumftance fo difadvantageous to their own reputation; as that

Father has well obferved.

II. But to purfue his reflections on this fubje@. There are preditions
of our Saviour recorded by the Evangelifts, which were not completed
till after their deaths, and had no likelihood of being fo, when they were
pronounced by our blefled Saviour. Such was that wonderful notice he
gave them, that they fhould be brought before Gevernours and Kings for
his fake, for a teflimony againft them and the Genziles, Mar. 10. 28. with
the other like prophecies, by which he foretold that his Difciples were
to be perfecuted. Is there any other doérine in the world, {ays this Father,
whofe followers are punithed? Can the enemies of Chrift fay, thatheknew
his opinions were falfe and impious, and that therefore he might well con-
Jecture and foretell what would be the treatment of thofe perfons who
thould embrace them? Suppofing his dotrines were really fuch, why
fhould this be the confequence? what likeliiood that men fhould be
brought before Kings and Governours for opinions and tenets of any kind,
when this never happened even to the Epicureans, who abfolutely de-
nied a Providence; nor to the Peripateticks themfelves, who laughed at
the prayers and facrifices which were made to the Divinity? Are there
any but the Chriiltians who, according to this prediction of our Saviour, be-
ing brought before Kings and Governours for his fake, are prefled to their
lateft gafp of breath, by their refpective judges, to renounce Chriftianity,
and to procure their liberty and reft, by offering the fame facrifices, and ta-
king the fame oaths that others did ?

IlI. Confider the time when our Saviour pronounced thofe words,
Matt. 10, 32. Whofoever fhall confefs me before men, him will I confefs
alfo before my Father which is in beaven: but whofoever fhall deny me

before
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before men, him will I alfo deny before my Father which is in heaven,
Had you heard him fpeak after this manner, when as yet his Difciples
were under no fuch tryals, ‘you would certainly have faid within your
felf, If thefe fpeeches of Fefis are true, and if, accordingto his predi-
&ion, Governors and Kings undertake to ruin and deftroy thofe who fhall
profefs themfelves his Difciples, we will believe (notonly that he is a
Prophet) but that he has received power from God fufficient to preferve,
and propagate his religion ; and that he would never talk in fuch a pe-
remptory and difcouraging manner, were he not aflured that he was able
to fubdue the moft powerful oppofition, that could be made againft the
faith and doétrine which he taught.

IV. Who is not ftruck with admiration, when he reprefents to himfelf
our Saviour at that time foretelling, that his Gofpel thould be preached
in all the world, for a witnefs unto all nations, or as St. Orzges (who ra-
ther quotes the {enfe than the words) to ferve for a conviction to Kings
and people, when at the fame time he finds that his Gofpel has accordingly
been preached to Greeks and Barbarians, to the learned and to the ig-
norant, and that there is no quality or condition of life able to exempt
men from fubmitting to the doérine of Chriff 2 As for us, fays this
great Author, in another part of his book againit Celfus, ¢ When we
« fee every day thofe events exactly accomplifhed which our Saviour
« foretold at fo great a diftance : That his Gofpel is preached in all the
« world, Marthew 4. 14. That his Difciples go and teach all nations,
« Matthew 28. 19. And that thofe, who have received his doftrine, are
« brought for his fake before Governors, and before Kings, Marzhew
« yo. 18. we are filled with admiration, and our faith in. him is con-
« firmed more and more. W hat clearer and ftronger proofs can Celfus
« ask for the truth of what he fpoke ?

V. Origen infifts likewife with great ftrength on that wonderful pre-
diion of our Saviour, concerning the deftruétion of Ferufalem, pro-
nounced at a time, as he obferves, when there was no likelihood nor ap-
pearance of it. This has been taken notice of and inculcated by fo
many others, that I fhall refer you to what this Father has f{aid on the
fubje& in the firft book againft Celfws. And as to the accomplifhment of
this remarkable prophecy, fhall only obferve,. that whoever reads the ac-
count given us by Fo/éphus, without knowing his charafter, and. com-
pares it with what our Saviour foretold, would think the biftorian had
been a Chriftian, and that he had nothing elfe in view but to adjuft the

event to the predition.
VL. 1
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VI. I cannot quit this head without taking notice, that Origer would
{till have triumphed more in the foregoing arguments, had he lived an
age longer, to have feen the Roman Emperors, and all their Governors
and provinces, fubmitting themfelves to the Chriftian religion, and glory-
ing in its profeflion, as fo many Kings and Soveraigns {lill place their
relation to Chrift at the head of their titles.

How much greater confirmation of his faith would he have received,
had he feen our Saviour’s prophecy ftand good in the deftrution of the
temple, and the diffolution of the Fewifh ceconomy, when Fews and
Pagans united all their endeavours under Fw/ian the Apoftate, to baffle
and falfifie the prediciion? The great preparations that were made for
re-building the temple, with the hurricane, earthquake, and eruptions of
fire, that deftroyed the work, and terrified thofe employed in the attempt
from proceeding in it, are related by many hiltorians of the fame age,
and the {ubftance of the {tory teflified both by Psgen and Fewifh wri-
ters, as Ammianus’ Marcellinus and  Zemath-David. The learned
Chryfiofiome, in a fermon againft the jfews, tells them this faét was then
frefh in the memories even of their young men, that it happened  but
twenty years ago, and that it was attefted by all the inhabitants of Fers-
fabem, where they might flill fee the marks of it in'the rubbifh of that
work, from which the Fetvs defifted in fo great a fright, and which even
Fulian had not the courage to carry on. T'his fact, which is in it {elf fo
miraculous, and fo indifputable, brought over many of the Fews to Chri-

ftianity ; and fhows us, that after our' Saviour’s prophecy againdt it, the
temple could not be preferved from the plough pafling over it, by all the
care of Tirus, who would fain have prevented its'deftruction, and that
inftead ‘of being re-edified by Fulian, all his endeivours towards it did
but {till more literally accomplith our Saviout’s prediction, that not one
{tone fhould be left upon another.

The ancient Chriftians ‘were fo entirely perfuaded of' the force of our
Saviour’s prophecies, and of the punifhment which the Fews had drawn
upon themfelves, and upon their children, for the treatment which the
Me/ffiah had received at their hands, that they did not doubt but they
would always remain an abandoned and difperfed people;  an hifling and
an aftonifhment among the nations, as they are to this day.. In fhort,
that they had loft their peculiarity of being God's people, which was
now transferred to the body -of Chriftians, and which preferved the
Church of Chriff among all the conflicts, difficulties and perfecutions,
in which it was engaged, as it had preferved the Yewi/b government and

oeconomy
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ceconomy for fo many ages, whilft it had the fame truth and vital prin-
eiple in it, notwithflanding it was fo frequently in danger of being utterly
abolithed and deftroyed. Origen, in his fourth book againit Ce/fus, men-
tioning their being calt out of Ferufalem, the place to which their wor-
{hip was annexed, deprived of their temple and facrifice, their religious
rites and {olemnities, and fcattered over the face of the earth, ventures
to afTure them with a face of confidence, that they would never be re-
eftablifhed, fince they had committed that horrid crime againft the Sa-
viour of the world. This was a bold affertion in the good man, who
knew how this people had $een fo wonderfully re-eftablithed in former
rimes, when they were almoft fwallowed up,and in the moft defperate ftate
of defolation, as in their deliverance out of the Babyloni/b captivity, and
the opprellions of Autiochus Epiphaiies. Nay, he knew that within lefs
than a hundred years before his own time, the 7ews had made fucha
powerful effort for their re-eftablithment under Barchocab, in the reign
of Adrian, as thook the whole Roman empire. But he founded his opi-
nion on a fure word of prophecy, and on the punifhment they had fo
juftly incurred ; and we find, by a long experience of 1500 years, that he
was not miftaken, nay that his opinion gathers ftrength daily, fince the
Fews are now at a greatér diftance from any probability of fuch a re-
eftablifiment, than they were when Origen wrote.

i Dy e e 6 o

L. The lives of primitive Chriftians, another means of bringing learned
Pagans nto their religion.

II. The change and reformation of their manners.

W1, This looked upon as fupernatural by the learned Pagans,

IV. And firengthened the accounts given of our Saviour’s life and biftory.

V. The Jewith prophecies of our Saviour, an argument for the beathens belief:

VI Purfied :

VII. Purfued.

I. ~ HERE was one other means enjoyed by the learned Pagans
of the three firft centuries, for fatisfying them in the truth
of our Saviour’s hiftory, which I might have flung under one

of the foregoing heads ; but as it is fo fhining a particular, and does
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