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Some of the foregoing STORIES in
O v 1D s Metamorphofes.

On the Story of PEAETON, page 150:

TH E Story of Phaeton isz0ld with a greater air of majefty

and grandear than any other in all Ovid. It 15 indeed
the moft important fubject he treats of, except the Deluge; ‘and T
cannot but believe that this is the Conflagration be bints at in the

ﬁijﬁ Bﬂﬂ.%;

Effe quoque in fatis reminifcitar affore tempus
Quo mare, quo tellus, Corrf.;Ptaque Regia ceeli
Ardeat et mundi moles operofa laboret.

(tha' the learned apply thofe werfes to the future burming of the
world) for it fully anfwers that defeviption; if the:

| ----Cceli miferere tui, circumfpica utrumque,
Fumat uterque polus.

Bumat
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Fumat uterque polus — comes up ¢o Correptaque Regia coeli—
Befides 1t is Ovid's cuftom to prepare the reader for a Sfollowing
Jory, by giving [fome imtimations of it in @ foregomg one, which
was more particularly necellary to be done before be led us into fo
frange a flory as this ke ts now npon. '

P. 150. L 7. For in the portal, &c.] We bave here the pi-
Eure of the univerfe drawn in little.

Bala:narumque prementem
Ageona fuis immunia terga lacertis

Ageon makes a'divertimg figive in 1.

——Facies non omnibus Una
Nec Diverfa tamen: qualem decet efle fororum.

The thought 1s very, pretty, - of giving Dotis and-her daughters fuoh
a difference in thewr livks as s natural o differens perfons, and

et fuch a likenefs as fbow'd thewr affinity.

Terra viros, urbefque gerit, {ylvafque, ferafque,
Fluminaque, et Nymphas, et cxtera numina Ruris.

The lefs important ﬁgﬁres are_ well huddled together in the pro-

mifetious defiription at the end, which wéry well reprefents what
the Pamters call a Grouppe.

——Circum caput onine micantes
Depofuit radios; propiufque accedere juffit,

- P.152. 1 9. And flung the blaze, &%) It grves us a greas
mage of Phosbus, that the youth was forc'd to look on bim at a
difeance,
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diftanice, and not able to approach him till ke bad lam afide the
circle of rays that caft fuch a glory about bis bead. — And indeed
we may every where obferve in Ovid, that be never fails of a due
Loftinefs in bis Ideas, tho he wanuts 3t in his Words. Aund this 1
think infinitely better than to bave [ublime expreffions and mean
thoughts, which is generally the true charatter of Claudian and
Statius.  But this 15 uot confider'd by them who ruy down Ovid
s he grofs, for a low wmddle way of wrsmg. What canbemore
Sfimple and unadorv'd, thaw bis defeription of Enceladus i the
[txth book?

Nititur ille quidem, pugnatque refurgere fape,
Dextra fed Aufonio manus eft fubje&a Peloro,
Lava Pachyne tibi, Lilibxo.ctura premuntur,
Degravat £tna caput, {ub qui refupinus arenas
Ejeétat, flammamque fero vomit. ere Typhaus.

But ihe image we bave heve is tvuly great.and fublime, of a Gi-
ant vomiting out a sempell of five, \aund heaving up all Sicily,
with the body of an Ifland upon bis Breaft, and a-wafp Promontory,

on esther Avm.

There are few booksthat have had worfe Commentators on thers
than Ovid’s Metamorphofis.  Zhofé of the graver [ort bave been
wholly taken up in the Mythologies, and think they have appeared
very jadicions, if ‘they have fhewn us ot of an old author that
Ovid s miflaken m a Pedigree, or bas turned fuch a perfon into
a Holf that ought 10 have: bren.made a Tiger.  Others have em-
played themfelves on what never enieved witothe Poet's thoughts,
n adapting a dull moral to every flory, and making ithe perfons of
bis poems 1o be only nick-names for fuch virtues or VICES; Particu-
larly the pious Commentators Alexander Rofs, shas dived deeper

110 enr Author’s defign than, amy af the veft s for ke difcovers in
; r‘}_c;'}ﬂ'.
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brm the greatefs myfteries of the Chyiftian velygion, and fiuds al-
mofi i every page fome typrcal reprefentations of the W orid, the
Flefb, andthe Devil. "But if thefe writers bave gone 1o deep,
others have been wholly employed i the furface, moft of them fer=
orAg only 1o belp out “a School-boy i the conftruing part; or if
they go outof thewr way, 1t 1s'oply to mark ont the Gnoma of the
Author, “asithey call'them, whieh are generally the beavieft preces
of @' Poct, diftinguifbed from the reff by Iralian charatlers.  The
befi of Ovid's Expofitors is ‘he that wrote for the Danphin’s ufe,
who has very well fhewn the meaning of the author, Em‘ Seldom
reflells on brs beanties or imperfeclions ; for in moft places be ra-
ther acls the Geographer than the Critick, and mftead of pointing
ott the finenefs of a defcription, only tells You i what part of the
world the place 15 fitdared. | "I fball ‘therefore only confider Oyid
unaer the charatler of a” Poet, and endeavonr to [hew” bim im-
partially, withont the ufual prejudice of a Tranflator s whieh 1 am
the more willing to do, becanfe I believe fiuch a comment would
grve thereader a truer tafle of poetry than a comment on any other
Poet wor'd do s for in reflecting on the ancient Poets, men' think
they may venture.to pragfe all-they meet wirh in Some, and fiarce
any thing in others; but Ovid 15 confoft to have a mixture of both
kinds, to have fomething of the beft and worft poets, and by con-
fequence to be the faireft fubjeft for critecifin,

P. 152,022, My fon; fays he, &%
very nobly ufberd i, with the Terque qua
lufltre caput----and well rveprefents the danger and difficulty of
the undertaking ; but that which is its pecaliar beanty, and makes

r'r.n-m’}l Ovid’s, 7 the veprefentsng them jufl as a father won'd to
his young fo;

] Phoebus’s [peech is
terque Concutiens 1l-

Per tamen adverfi gradieris cornua Tauri,
Hamoniofque arcus, violentique ora Leonis,

Sav aque
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Savaque circnitu curvantem brachia longo
Scorpion, atque aliter curvantem brachia Cancrum,

for one while ke feares him with bughears in the way,

—Vafti quoque retor Olympi,
Qui fera terribili jaculetur filmina Dextré
Non agat hos currus; ez guid Jove majus habetur?

Deprecor hoc unum quod vero nomine Peena,
Non honor eft. Panam, Phagton, pro munere pofiis.

and inother places perfetly tattles like a Father, which by theway
wmakes the length of the fpeech very natural, and concludes with
all the fonduefs and concesn of a tender Parent.

——Patrio Pater effe metu probor. afpice vultus
Ecce meos: utinamque oculos in pectore pofles
Inferere, et Patrias intus deprendere curas! &'e.

P. 155. L 2. A golden axle, &¢.] Ovid has more turns and
#epetstions in bis words than any of the Latin Poets, which are al
ways wonderfully eafie and natural in him.  The repetition of
Aureus, and the tranfition to Argenteus, i the defiription of the
Charrot, give thefe verfes a great fweeinefs and majefly.

Aureus Axis erat, temo Aureus, Aurea fumma
Curvatura Rotz ; radiorum Argenteus ordo.

Ihid. 1. pennle. Drive *em not on dire&tly, &'c.] Several bave
endeavonred 1o vindicate Ovid againft the old objeion, that. be
mifiakes the annual for the diurnal motion of the Sun.  The Dau-
phin’s notes tell us that Ovid kuew very well the Sun did not pafs

ik % i H h thirough
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through all the Signs he names mn one day, but that he makes Phoe-
bus mention them only to frighten Phacton from the uudertaking,
But though this may anfwer Jor what Pho:bl_ls faysnbis ﬁ;:ﬂ Jpeech,
1t cannot for what is fard w this, wheve be s attually grving divedli-
ons for bis journey, and plainly

Sectus in obliquum eft lato Curvamine limes..
Zonarumque trium contentus fine polumgque
Effugit auftralem, jun&amque Aquilonibus Aréton,

defribesthe motion throngh all .:E;é Zodiac,

P. 156. L ry. And not my Chariot, &%.] Ovid’s ver/e 7
Confiliis non Curribus utere noftris.  Thss way of joning two
fuch different 1deas as Chariot and Counfel to the fame verb is
mightily ufed by Ovid, but is avery low kind of wit, and has always
in 1t @ mixture of Pun, becanfe the verh muft be taken in a diffe-
vent fenfe when at 15 jorned withone of the things, from what it bas
in conjunttion with the other. Thus m the end of this fiory be
zells you thar Jupiter flung a thunderbolt at Phaeton-—--Pariterque,
animdque, rotifque expulit Aurigam, where he makes a forced
prece of Latin (Anima expulit aurigam) thar be may couple vhe
Soul and the Wheels to the fame verb.

P. 157. L 14. Then the feven ftars, &c.] [/ wonder none of
Ovid's Commentators have taker notice of the overfight he has
committed i this verfe, where be makesthe Triones grow warm:
before there was ever fuch a fign i the heavens; for be tells us i
this very book, that Jupiter turned Califto zuto. vhis conflellation,
after ‘he bad repaired the runes that Phaeton had made in the
world.

Jbid. 1. 1x. The youth was in a maze, &c.] [t 75 impoffitle
for @ man to be drawn in a greater confufion than Phacton is; bt
the
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the Antithelis of light and davknefs a lintle flattens the defcription,
Suntque Qculis tenebrz per tantum lumen abortz.

o L x2. Arhos and Tnolus, &'c.] Ovid has bere, after
the way of the old Poets, given us a catalogue of the mountains
and rivers which were burnt. But, that I ng!st wot tire the En-
glith zeader, 1 have left out fore af thewm that make no figure in
the deﬁﬂrpmxz and inverted the order of the reft accos dm;g as the
Snoothnefs of my verfe requivd.

P. 160. L 9. *Twas then, they fay, the fwarthy Moor; @c.]
This is the only ) \Ietamorphoﬁs i all this long frory, which con-
trary 1o cuftom is inferted in the middle of ir. The Criticks may
determine whether what follows it be 7ot too great an excurfion 1
him who propofes it as his whole defign to let us kmw the chan-
ges of vhings. 1 dare fay that if Ovid had not, religionfly obferved
the reports of the anciens Mythologifts, we ' fhould bave feen Pha-
cton turwed into fom? creative o7 other that bates the lraht of the
Surt; or pérbapsinto’ an Eagle that [lill takes pleafure to gaze on i,

P. 161. 1 1. The frighted Nile, &c.] Ovid bas made a grear
many pleafant images towards the latter end of this flory,  His
ver/es on the Nile

Nilus in extremum fuglt perterrlms orbem
‘Occuluitque caput quod adhuc latet : oftia feptem
Pulverulenta vacant, feptem fine Flumine Valles.

are as novle as Virgil conld have writien ; but then be odght nos
20 bave mentiomed the channel of the fea afterwards,

Mare contrahitur, ficceque eft campus Arenz.

becanufe the thought is too near the other. The image of the Cy~

clades 75 @ very pretey one ;
Hh'2 - =-(Qu0s

Ve ¥ e
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----- Quos altum texerat zquor
Exiftunt montes, et fparfas Cycladas augent,

but 1o tell us vhat the Swans grew warm in Cayfter,
-—--Medio volucres caluere Ciyfiro.
and that the Dolphins dusf? not leap,

~—Nec fe fuper ®quora curvi
Tollere confuetas audent Delphines in auras,

is tntolerably trivial on fo great a Lubjelt as the burning of the
world. '

f01d. 1, 23. The Farth at length, &%.] We have bere 4
fpeech of the Earth, which will doubtlef feens very unnatural 2o
an Englith reader. It is I believe the boldefi Profopopeeia of amy
in the old Poets; or if it were never Jo natural, Lcannot but think
Jke [peaks too much in any reafon for one in her condition,

On Evropa’s Rape, page 188.

- P.189. L. 3. The dignity of empire, &'e.] This flory is pret-
#ly told, and very well brought in by thaofe two [ferions lines,
Non bene conveniunt, nec in un fede morantur,
Majeftas et Amor. Sceptri gravitate relicti, &,
without which the whole

[fable would bave appeard very prophane.
P. 190. L 15. The frighted Nymph looks, &c.] This con-

fernation and behaviouy of Eurapa — Elufam
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——Elufam delignat imagine tauri

Furopen: verum taurum, freta vera putaras.
Ipfa videbatur terras fpectare relictas,

Et comites clamare fuas, tadtumque vereri
Affilicntis aque, timidafque reducere plantas.

15 better deferibed in Arachne’s pilure in the fixth book, than it is
bere; and in the beginning of Tatius bis Clitophon and Lencippe,
than in either place. It is indeed ufual among the Latin Poets
(who had more art and refleltion than the Grecian) #a take hold
of all opportnnities to defcribe the pitlure of any place or attion,
which they generally do better than they could the place or altion
it felf; becaufe in the defiription of a pifture you have a double
Jubject before you, either to defiribe the pifture 1t [elf, or what is
veprefented in 1t.

On the Stories in the Third Book, page 191.

il e Dot

There is [o great a variety in the arguments of the Metamor-
phofes, that he who would treat of ‘em rightly, ought to be a ma-
fier of all files, and every different way of writing.  Ovid -
deed [hows himfelf moff i a familar flory, where the chief grace -
i5 29 be pafie and natural; but wants nesther firength of thought
nor expreffion, when he endeavours after 1t, n the more ublime
and manly fubjelts of bis poern. In the prefent fable the Serpent
is terribly defcribed, and his behaviour very well imagined, the
atlions of both parties in the encounter are natural, and the lan=
guage that reprefents them more firong and mafiuline than what we
ufiually meet with in this Poet: if there be amy faults in the nar-
ration, they are thefe, perbaps, which follow.

P. 193,
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P. 193. 1. 24. Spire above fpire, &c.] Ovid, # make bis
Serpent more terrible, and 1o raife the charatler of bisChampion,
z{!r,{u'x{yx‘{'e’iﬁ too great a loofe to bis sinagination, and exceeded all
the bounds of probability. He tells us, that when be rafed up bur
half his body ke over-loked a tall foreft of Oaks, and that bis
whole body was as large as that of the Serpent in the skies; None
but a madman wounld have astacked fuch a monfler as this 15 de-
Seribed to be; nor can we bave any aotion of a wmortal’s Jfranding
againft him. Virgil_ s #ot @%ﬁmegf of making Eneas Sy and
sremble at the [ight of a far lefs formidable foe, ‘where be grves us
the defiription of Polyphemus, s zhe third book; ke knew very
well that amonfler was not a proper enemy for bis hero to encous-
ter: But we [bould certainly bave feen Cadmus hewing down the
Cyclops, had he fallen in Ovids way; or #f Statius’s lirle Ty-
deus bad been thyown on Sicily, 22 75 probable be wonld uor have
Jpared one of the whole brotherhood,

~-=-=-Pheenicas, five illi tela parabant,
Sive fugam, five ipfe timor prohibebat utrumque,
Occupat : ----—

P 194. L 1. Tnvain the Tyrians, &) The: Poer could nor
keepsup bis narrasion all alwng,. in the gravdens wnd magnificence
of “an-heroick flile: He has beve funk into 1w Satnefs of profe,
wherebé tellsus the behaviour of the: Tyrians as 1he Sight' of the
Serpent :

~~~~~~ Tegimen' direpta Leoni
Pellis erat; telum fplendenti Tancea ferro;
Et Jacaluny; -teloque animus praftantior orhni.

And in & few lines after lets drop the majefly of bis verfe, for the
Jake of oue of his little 1urns.  Hiwdses he banguifb in that which
leems
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[feems a labour'd line? Triftia fanguinea lambentem vulnera lin-
gud.  And what pains dues be take 1o exprefs the Serpent’s break-
ing the force of the flroke, by [brinking back from u?

Sed leve yulnus erat, quia fe retrahebat ab iGu,
L z(aque colla dabac retro, plagamque federe
Cedendo fecit, nec longiis ire finebat.

P. 196. 1. wls. And flings the future, &°c.| The defersprron of
the wmen vifing out of the ground is as beaniful a paffage as any 178
Ovid: 1t firikes the smagination very Sirongly; we Jfee thewr o
tion in the firfi part of i, and their multirude in the Mefhs viro-
rum @ laft. '

P. 197. 1. 5. The breathing harvelt, ¢5e] Meffis clypeata
viroram. ke beanty in thefe words wonld have been greater,
had, only Meflis vivoram been exprefféd without clypeata; for the
veader’s mind wonld bave been delighted with Twa fuch differens
Ideas compounded sogether, but can [tarce attend to fuch a eom-
plete image as ts made out of all Three.

This way of mixing two different ldeas together 1 one rmage,
as it is a great [urprize to the reader, is a great-beauty m poetry,
if there be fufficient ground for it in the nature of the thing that
is defevibed, -~ The Latin Poets are very full of 12, efpecially the
worf3 of them, for the more correlt ufe i but [paringly, as indeed
the nature of thingswill feldom afford a juft occafion for it. When
any thing we defcribe has accidentally n 1t fome quality that
feems repugnant to its natire, or 1S Very extraordinary and wn-
commion in things of that [pecies, fuch @ compounded image as we
are now fpeaking of is made, by turning this qualiy into an epi-
thete of what we deferibe. Thus Claudian, having gor a bollow
ball of Chryfial with water in the midfs of 1 for bis fitbject, takes
the advantage of confidering the Chryflal as hard, [fiony, f;}ec}am

W ater,
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Water, and the Water as foft, fluid, mmperfeit Chryfal; and thas
Jports off above a dozen Epigrams, in fetting bis Words and ldeas
at variarce anwng one. another. ~He 'bas a greas many beanties
of this nature in bim, butbe gives birafelf up fo much 1o this way
of writing, that awan may eafily know where to meet with them
when ke fees bis fubject, and often firains fobard for them that be
many times makes bis deferiptrons’bombaflic and unnatural, BWhat
work would he have made with Virgil's Golden Bough, bad ke
becw to'defcribe it We Jhould certainly have feen the vellow Bark,
golden Sprouts, radiant Leaves, blooming Metal, branching Gold,
and all the Quarrels that conld have been raifed between words of
Such: diffevent natures: When we. fee Virgil contenred with bis
Aurifrondentis ; and what isthe Jame, though much finer expre(fed,
----- Frondelcit virga Merallo. 7his compofition of different ldeas
25 often met with in awhole fentence, where circumflances ase bap-
pilyreconciled that feem wholly foreign to each other ;5 and is often
Sound among the Latin Poess, ( for the Greeks wanted At for 2t)
tn their.defiriptions of Pictures, Images, Dreams, Apparitions,
Metamorphofes, and the like; where they brang together two fuch
thwarting ldeas, by making one part of their deferiptions relate to
the veprefentation, and the other to the thing that is reprefented.
Of this nature is that wverfe, which, perbaps, s the [Vittieff in
Virgil; Actollens humeris Famamque et Fata nepotum, /En. 8.
where be defiribes AEneas carrying on bis Shoulders the Reputa-

tion and Fortunes of bis Poflerity ; which, though very odd and fur-
prizing, is planly made out, when we confider how thefe difa-
greemmg ldeas are veconciled, and bis Pofleruy's fame and fate made
portable by being engraven on the fbield.  Thus, when Ovid tells
us that Pallas tore i pieces Arachne’s work, where fhe had em-

browdered.all the rapes that the Gods bad-committed, be fays-—-Ru-

pit ceeleftia Crimina. 1 /ball conclude this tedions veflection with

an excellent firoke of this nature, out of Mp. Montagu’s Poews

to the King; where be tells us bow the King of France would

have
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have been celebrated by bis fubjects, if be bad ever gained fuch an
bonouyable wound as King Williamv’s az the fiohs of the Boin:

His bleeding arm had-furnifb’d all their rooms,
And ran for ever parple in the Looms.

EsA B I

P. 198. 1. 3. Here Cadmus reign’d.| This 1s a pretty folemn
tranfition to the flory of A&zon, which is allnatarally told. The
Goddefs, and her Maids undre(fing ber, are defcribed with di-
verting circumfiances. A&zon’s flight, confufion and griefs are
paffionately reprefented ; but it is pity the whole Narrasion [hould
be [o carelefly clofed up.

—-Ut abefle queruntur, _
Nec capere oblatz fegnem fpe&acula pradze.
Vellet abefle quidem, fed adeft, velletque videre,

Non etiam fentire, Canum fera facta fuorum.

P. 20r1. 1 18. ‘A generous pack, &'%.] I bave nat bere trou-
bled my [Elf to call over Aétzon’s pack of dogs in rhime: Spot
and Whitefoot make but a mean figure in beroick verfe, and the
‘Greek names Ovid ufes would fonnd a great deal worfe.  He clo-
fés up bis own catalpgue with a kind of a jeft on 1, Quolquereferre
mora eft——=whech, by the way, is too light and full of bumons

for the other fertous parts of this flory.

This way of inferting Catalogues of proper names in their Poems,
the Latins zook from the Greeks, but have made them more plea-
fant than thofe they wnitate; by adapting [o many delightful cha-
rallers'to thewr perfons names; i which- part Ovid's copionfuefs
of invention, and great infight inte nature, has grven him the pre-
cedence to all the Poels that ever.came before or after bim.  The

Xeor. 1. Ii Jinoothnefs
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Sinvorhriefs of ‘vur Englith wer/e'is roo much boft-by the vepetition of
proper Hames,; which'ss otherwife véry natnial and abfylurely ‘ne"
ceflary in fome cafes; as before a battel, to raie in our mnds an
anfwerable expeltation éf the'event, anid'a kvely Tdea of the’num-=
bers that are engaged.  For'had Fomer o Vikgil only told s 'in
two or three lLines before their fights, ihat there were forty thou-
Jand of each fide, our imagination* conld' not poffibly have been fo
affeited, aswhen we fee-every Leader fingled out, and-every Re=
gitaent in @ manner drawn up before our eyes,

F &b, .l

P.203. 'L 1o. ‘How Semele, &cc.| This'is oué of Ovid’s fi~'
nifbed flortes.  The tranfitron to # is jproper aud unforced: " Juno,
i ber two [peeches, alts incomparably well the parts of a refent-
wng Goddefs and a tattling Nurfe: Jupiter makes a verymajefiick
fiaure with bis Thunder and Lightning, ‘but it is fiill fuch a one’as
Shows wha drew it 5 for who' does not plainly difcover OVId’s band,
wn the :

Qud tamen ufque poteft,’ vires fibi detnere tentat:
Nec;, quo centimanum dejecerat igne Typhcea,
Nunc armatur eo: nimium feritatis in illo.

Eft alind leyius fulmen, cni dextra Cyclopum
Sevitiz flammaque minus, minus addidit Irz,
Tela Secunda vocant fuperi.

P. 204. L 12. "Tis well, fays the, &c.] Virgil bas made a-
Bero€ of one of bis Goddeffes in the fifth Aneid; but if we com-
pare the [peech fhe there makes with that of ber name=fake in this
feory, we may find the genins of each’ Poet diftevering it [elf ‘in
the language of the Nurfe: Nirgils Ivis could not bave fpoken more
majeflically in ber own fhape; but Juno is fo much dff‘)ered from
ber felf in Ovid, ‘thay ‘the Goddefs 75" quite loft i the Old we-
A : FAB.
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F.A B. V.

P.209. L 7. Shecan’t begin, &'c.] If playing on words be
excnfuble in amy Poem it is in this, where Echo 15 a [peaker; but
it is. fumean a kind of wit, that if it deferves excufe 1 can claim

“#HO IOre,

My Locke, in bis Effay of human underftanding, Aas grven
5. the beft account of ‘Wi 1 fhort, that can any wheie be “met
ith, Wity fays be, lyes in the affemblage of Ideas, and put-
ting thofe together with quicknefs and variery, wherein can be

. found ary refemblance or congruity, thereby to make up pleafant

pictures and ‘agreeable vifions i the fancy. Thus does True wit,
as ‘this  incomparable” Author obferves, generally confifi i the
Likenefs of Ideas, and is more or lefs TWit, as this likenes vz Ideas
25 amore [urprizing and mejge&’ed, But a5 True wit is nothing
elfe but a fimilude in Ideas, [o is Falfe wit the fimilinde in

S Wards, whether it lyesin the likenefs of Letters only, asin Anagram
S and Actoftic ;- ‘or of Syllables, as i Doggrel vhimes; or whole

Words, as Puns, Echa's, and the like. Befide thefe two kinds
of Falfe and Tiue wit, there is another of a middle nature, that
bas fomething of bath init.  FWhen in two Idess that have fome

_refemblance with:each athery-and are both ¢xprelfed by the fime

word,. we make ufe of the ambigmry of the word. to. [peak-that' of
one ldea included ander: it,  which is proper to.the other. - Thus,
Sforexample; moft langnages have hat. on the word, which: proper-
ly fignifies Fire, to exprefs Love. by, (and therefore we may be. fure
there is fome vefemblance in the Ideas mankind bave of them;)
from hence the witty Poets of all languages, when they: bave once
called Love a fire, confider it s donger. as the paffions but fpeak
of it underthe, notion of &;ireal fire, and, as thestnrn of it re-
quires, make the fame: word-inthe. Jfame femrcnce [tand. for resthey
of the Ideas that 1s annexed 1o it. . When Ovid’s Apollo falls i

Li 2 love
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love he burns with a new flame; when the S, ea-Nympbhs languifb
with this paffion, they kindle i the water; the Greek Epigram-
matifl fell in love with ove that feng a funow-ball: ar bim,; and
therefore takes oceafion to admire bow fire conld be thus concealed
in fwow. I fhort, whenever the Poet feels, amy thing i this
love that refembles Jomething in five, he carries on this agreement
into @ kind of allegory; but if, as in the preceding inflances, he
Sinds any circumftance in bis Jyve contrary o the natare of fire,
ke calls bis love a_fire, and by joining this cercumflance 1o it fur-
prifes bis reader with a JSeeming contradition. I fhould not have
dwelt fo long on this inflance, had it not been Jo frequent in Ovid,
who 1s the greateft admirer of this mixed wir of all the Aucients,
as our Cowley s among the Moderss, Homer, Virgil, Horace,
and the greateft Poeis feorned it, as indeed i i only fit. for Epi-
gram and little copies of verfes; one wonld wonder therefore how
[0 fublime a genius as Milton could Sometimes fall into it, in fuch
a work as ap Kpic Poem. - But we muft attribute it to his bumony-
g the vicious tafte of the age be lwed in, and the Jalfe judg-
ment of our dnlearned Englifh readers in general, who have few
of them a relifb of the more mafculine and noble beautzes of Paerry.

B AR VI

Ovid feems particalarly pleafed with the Jibjelt of this ftiry,
but has uotortonfly fallen into a fault be is often taxed with, of not
knowing when he has faid enough, by bis endeavouring to excel.
How bas be turned and twifted that one thought of Narciflus's be-
wng the perfon beloved, and the lover 155 ?

Cun&aque miratur quibus eft mirabilis iple.
----- Qui probat, ipte probatur.
Dumque petit petitur, pariterque incendit et ardet:
Atque oculos idem. qui decipit incitat error,
Rerque oculos perit ipfe fuos-=—5=

e 1
Uror amore mej flammas moveoque fcroque, &’c.
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Bis we-cannot meet with a better inflance of the extravagance and
wantonnefs of Ovid’s fancy, than in that particular circumfance
at the end of the flory of Narciflus’s gazmg on bis face after death
in the Stygian waters.  The defign was very bold, of making a
By fall inlrve with bimfelf bere on earth, but to torture bimwsith
the fame ]paﬁan after death, and not to let bis ghoft reft in: quet,
was intolerably cruel and uncharnable.

P.216. I 0. But whillt wichin, &’.] Dumque fitim fedare
cupit {itis altera crevit. /e bave bere a touch of that Mixed wit
I have before [poken of, but I think the meafure of Pun i it vut=
weighs the True wit 5 for if we exprefs the thought i other words
the turn is almoft lifi-  This paffage of Narciflus probably gave
Milton zhe hint of applying it o Evé, though I think ber-furprize
at the fight of ber own face.in the water, far more juft and natu-
ral, “than this of Narciflus. She was a raw unexperienced Be-
ing, juft creavéed; and therefore niight eafily be fubject 1o thedelu-
fion; buz Natciflus had been-in the world fixteen years, was bro-
ther and [on to the water-nymphs, and therefore to be fuppofed
converfant with fountains long before this fatal mifiake.

P. 2i1: 112, You trees, fays he, €°c.] Ovid s very Juftly
celebrated for the paffionate [peeches of bis Poem. They bave ge-
nerally abundance of Nature in thert; but 1 deave it to better. judg-
ments to confider whether they ave not oftex too witty and 100 te=
diows. The Poesinever cares for [mothering a good thought thas
comes in his way, and never thinks ke can draw tears enough from
bis reader, by which means. our grief 15 either dwerted or [pent
before we come to bis conclufion; for we cannor at the fame time
be delighted with the wit of the Poct, and concerned for the gyer—

fon thar [peaks it ; and a great Cratick nas admirably well obfer-
ved, Lamentationes debent efle breves et concifx, nmam Lachry-

mzx fubito excrefcit, et difficile eft Aunditorem vel Lectorem in
: {aummo

X
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fommo animi affe@u diu tenere. « Wonld any one in Narciffus’s
condition bave 1y d. Otut——mmm Inopem me Copia fecit?> Oz can an
thing be more uunatural than to tusn off from brs Jorrows for the
fake of a pretty weflettion?

O utinam noftro {ecedere corpore poflem!
Votum in Amante novum; vellem, quod amamus, abeflet,

Nowe, I fuppofe, can be much grieved for ane that is Jo witty on
bis owp afflictions.  But I think we may every where obferve
“Ovid, hat he employs his Invention moré than bis Judament, gnd
Jpeaks all the sngensous things that can be Jaid on the. fubjelt, ra-
ther thau thofe which are particularly proper to the perfon and
ccurflances of the. [peaker.,

B A -Be "\l

Poary. L 7. When' Pentheus thus.): Thereis a great deal of
Jpirit and fire i this [peech of Pentheus;but I delieve none b
Jides Ovid would have ‘thought of the transforination of the Ser-
pent’s teeth for: an meitement 19 the Thebans courage,. . when - he
defires them not to degenerate from their grear Fore-father the

oDragon; and-draws a parallel berweeyithe bebavisy of thewm both,

Efte, -precor memores, qué fitis {tirpe creati,
Illinfque animos, ‘qui multos perdidit unus,
Sumite {erpentis; « pro, fontibus ille,, lacuque
Interiity ‘at-vos:pro fama vineite vefbra.
Ille:dedit Letho fortes, vos pellite:mollcs,
Et:patrium revocate: Decus,----

E AvB. VL

dbe flary of Acetes has abundance of nature: in all 1he parts of
#ty.as well i vhe defiription of bis own parentage and employment,

@S
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as in that of the failors charatlers and manners.  But the [bort
[peeches feattered up and down in.it, which make the Latin very
naturaly-cannot appear fo-well 1n-our-langunage; - which- is--much-
more flubborn and unpliant, and therefore are but as [o many
rubs in the flory, that are flill turning the narration out of #s pro-
per courfe.  The transformation. at the latter end is wonderfully

beantiful,
F A B IX

Ovid has two very good Similes on Pentheus, where be com-
pares him to a River in a former froryy and 10 a War-borfe i the.

prefent.

A D
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