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VIRGILs GEORGICS.

IR G IL may be reckoned the firlt who introduced three

new kinds of Poetry among the Romans, which he co-

pied after three the greateft mafters of Greece. Theocritus and
Homer have {till difputed for'the. advantage over him in Pa-
floral and Heroscs, but X think all are unanimous in giving
him the precedence to Hefiod in his Gesrgics.  The truth of
it is, the fweetnefs and mfticity of a Pafloral cannot be fo well
exprefled in any other tongue as in the Greek, when rightly
mixed and qualified with the Dorsc dialeét; nor can the ma-
jefty of an Hleroic Poem any where appear fo well as in this
langnage, ‘which has a natural greatnefs init, and can be often
rendered more deep and fonorous by the pronunciation of the
lomans. Butinthe Middle ftile, where the writers in both tongues
are on a level, we fee how far /7rg has excelled all who have
writtem in the fame way with him, , "There
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There has: been ‘abundance of Criticifin’ fpent on Flrgil’s
Paflorals and Alneids, but the Georgios are a fubjeét which
none of the Critics have fafficiently taken into their confide-
ration ; moft of them paffing it over in filence, or cafting it
under the fame head with Pafloral; a divifion by no means
proper, unlefs we fuppofe the ftile of a Husbandman ought to
be imitated in a Gesrgic, as thac of a Shepherd is in Pafloral.
But though the fcene of both thefe Poems lies in the fame
place; the fpeakers in them are of a quite'different charaéter,
{inee the precepts of | husbandry are not-to ‘be delivered Wlth
the fimplicity of a Plowman, -but with the addrefs of a Poet.
No rules therefore that relate to Paflaral, can any way affe®
the Georgics, fince thoyfall under that clafs of Poetry, which
confifts in giving plain and direét infbuétions to the reader ;
whether they bé Moral duties; as thofe of Zhesgns and Pytha-
goras; or Philofophical fpeculations, as thofe of Aratus and
Lieretivs ; or Rules of pradtice, as thofe of Hefisd and Virgil.
Among thefe different kinds of fubjeéts,  that w hich the Gm—
gres go upon, is T think ‘the meaneft and leaft improving,
but the moft pleafing and delightful. ~ Precepts' of morality,
befides the natural corruption of our tempers, which makes us
aveife to them, are fo abftracted from ‘Ideas of fenfe, that
they feldom give an opportunity for thofe' beautiful deferipti-
ons and images which are the fpirit and life of Poetly Na-
tural Philofophy thas indeed fenfible objeéts to work upon, but
then it often puzzles the Reader with the intricacy of its
notions, « and perplexes him with the multitude of its di-
{putes. But this kind of Poetry I am now [peaking of, addref-
fes it {elf wholly to the imagination: It is altogether conver-
{ant amony the fields and woods, and has the o delighttul
part of Nature for its province. It raifes in our minds a Pl-::;.n-
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fing variety of fcenes and landfcapes, whilft it teaches us; and
makes the dryeft of its precepts look like a defcription. 4
Georgic rherefore 15 fime part of the feience of bushandry put into
a pleafing drefs, and fet off with all the Beauties and Embellyfh-
meunts of Poetry. . Now fince this fcience of Husbandry is of a
very large extent, the Poet fhews his skill in fingling out fuch
precepts to proceed on, as are ufeful, and at the fame time
moft capable of ornament.  Firgil was fo well acquainted
with this fecret, - that to fet off his fitft Georgic, he has run
into a fet of precepts, which are almoft forcign to his fubject,
in that beautiful account he gives us of the Signs in Nature,
which precede the changes of the weather,

And if there be fo much art in the choice of fit precepts,
there is much more requiréd in the treating of cthem; that
they may fall in after each other by a natural unforced me-
thod, and fhew themfelves in the beft and ‘moft advantageous
light. They fhould all be fo finely wrought together in the
fame piece, that no coarfe feam may difcover where they join ;
as in a curious brede of needle-work, one colour falls away by
fuch juft degrees, and another rifes fo infenfibly, that we fee the
variety, without being able to diftinguifh the rotal vanifhing
of the one from the firft appearance of the other. ' Nor is it
fufficient to range and difpofe this body of precepts into a
clear and eafte method, unlefs they are delivered to usin the
moft pleafing and agreeable manner: For there are feveral
ways of conveying the fame truth to the mind of man; and
to chufe the pleafanteft of thefe ways, is that which chiefly
diftinguithes Poetry from Profe, and makes Fargil's rules of
Husbandry pleafanter to read than Fzrros. Where the Profe-
writer tells us plainly what ought to be doné, the Poer often

conceals




ey by A T

Vircr1vr's Georgics. 251

conceals the precept in a defeription, and reprefents his Coun-
try-man performing the acion in which he would inftruét his
reader. 'Where the one fets out as fully and diftinétly as he
can, all the parts of the truth, which he would communicate
to us; the other fingles out the moft pleafing circumftance of
this truth, and fo conveys the whole in a more diverting man-
ner to the underftanding. 1 fhall give one inftance out of a
multitude of this narure that might be found in the Georgics,
where the reader may fee the different ways /sl has taken
to exprefs the fame thing, and how much pleafanter every
manner of expreffion is, than the plain and dire& mention of
it would have been. It isinthe fecond Gesrgic, where he tells
us what Trees will bear grafting on each other.

£z fepe alterius vamos impune videmus

Vertere i alterius, mutatamgue infita mala
Ferve pyrum, et prunss lapidofa rubefcere corna.
————— Steriles Platan: malos gefJere valentes,
Caftanee fagos, ornufque tncanuit albo

Flore pyre: Glandemque fues fregere fub ulmis.
~——=Nec longum tempus: et ingens

Exut ad Caclum ramis felicibus arbos ;
Miraturque novas frondes et non fua poma.

Here we fee the Poet confidered all the effeéts of this union
between Trees of different kinds, and took notice of that ef
fe& which had the molt furprize, and by confequence the
moft delight in i, to exprefs the capacity that was in them of
being thus united.  This way of writing is every where much
in ufe among the Poets, and is particularly pracifed by 77
g, who loves to fuggeft'a truth indire@ly, and without gi-
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ving us a full and open view: of it, ' to let us fee juft fo much
as will naturally lead the imagination into all the parts that lie
concealed.  This is wonderfully diverting to. the underftand-
ing, thus to receive a precept, that enters as it were through
a by-way, and to apprehend an Idea that draws a whole train
after it.  For here the Mind, which is always ‘delighted wich
its own difcoveries, . only takes the hiat from the Poet, .and
feems to work out the reft by the ftrength of her own faculties,
But fince the inculcating precept upon  precept, will at
length prove tirefom to the reader, if he meets with no en-
tertainment, the Poet muft take care not to encumber his Po-
em with too much bufinefs ; but {ometimes to relieve the Sub-
ject wich a moral reflection, or letit reft a-while for the fake
of a pleafant and pertinent digreflion.  Nor is it fufficient to
run out into beautiful and diverting digreflions (as it is gene-
rally thought) unlefs they are brought in aptly, and are fome-
thing of a piece with the main defign of the Gesrgre : For
they ought te have a ‘remote alliance at leaft to the fubje&,
that fo the whole Poem tay be more unifotm and agreeable
in all its parts: We fhould never quite lofe fight of the Coun-
try, 'thc}ugh we are fometinies enteértained with a diftant pro-
{pect of it.  Of this natare are Virgil’s defcriptions of the ori-
ginal of Agriculiure, of the froitfulnels of Haly, of a country
life, and the like, which ‘are not brought in by force, but ma-
turally rife out of the principal argument and defign of the
Poem. I know no one digreflion /in the Georgics that may
{eem to contradict this obfervation, befides that in the latter
end of the Firlt book, where the Poet launches out into a di-
{courfe of the battel of Pharfalia, and the aétions of Augufpis :
But it is worth while to confider how admirably he has turned
the
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¢he cowfe of his;narration into its proper channel, and made
his Husbandman concerned even in what relates to the bateel,
in thofe inimitable lines, :

Stilicet ‘et tempus veniet, cum finibus illis

Agricola meayvn terram molitus aratro,

Fxefa muveniet [tabra vubigine pila:

Aut gravibus raflyis galeas pulfabit manes,
Grandiague effo|fis mirabitur offa fepulchris.

And afterwards {peaking of Augaftus's a&ions, ‘he ftill remem-
bers that Agrsculture ought to be fome way hinted ar through-
out the whole Poem.

----- Non ullus aratro
Dignus bonos : [qualent abdutlss arva colonss:
E? curva rigidum [alces conflantur 1 enfem.

We niow tome to the Stile which is proper to-a Gesrgic;
and indeed this is the part onwhich the Poet muft lay out all
his ftrength,. that his words miay be warm and glowing, and
that every thing he defcribes may immediately prefent it felf,
and rife up to the reader’s view. He ought in particular to be
careful of not letting his fubjeét debafe his ftile, and betray
him into.a meannefs of expreffion, but every where to keep
up his verfe in allthe pomp of numbers, and dignity of words.

I think nothing which is a Phrafeor Saying in common
talk, fhould be admitted into aferious Poem ; becaunfe it takes
off from: the {olemnity of the expreffion, and gives ittoo greata
tutn of familiarity : Much lefs ought the fow phrafes and terms
of are, that are adapted to Husbandry, haveany place in fuch
awotk as'the Georgre, which is mot to appear-in the -natural

fimplicity
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fimplicity and nakednefs of its fubjec, but in the pleafanteft
drefs that Poctry can beftow on it. Thus /; irgil, to deviate
from the common form of words, would not make ufe of
Zempore but Sydere in his firlt verfe ; and every where elfe abounds
with Metaphors, Grecifins, and Circumlocutions, to give his
verfe the greater pomp, and preferve it from finking into a
Plebean ftile.  And herein confifts Virgibs mafter-piece, who
has not only excelled all other Poets, but even himfelf in the
language of his Gesrgics; where we receive more ftrong and
lively Ideas of things from his words, than we could have done
from the objects themfelves: And find our imaginations more
affected by his defcriptions, than they would have been by
the very fight of what he defcribes.

I fhall now, after this fhort fcheme of rules, confider the
different fuccefs that Hefiod and Virgil have met with in this
kind of Poetry, which may give us {fome further notion of the
excellence of the Gesrgies. To begin with Heffod; if we may
guefs at his charaGer from his writings, he had much more
of the Husbandman than the Poet in his temper: He was
wonderfully grave, difcreet, -and frugal, he lived altogether
in the country, and was probably for his great prudence the
oracle of the whole neighbourhood. Thefe principles of good
Husbandry ran through his works, and directed him to the
choice of titlage and merchandize, for the fubje& of that
which is the moft celebrated of them, He js every where bent
on inftruction, aveids all manner of digreffions, and does
not {tir -out of the field once in the whole Gesrgrc. © His me-
thod in defcribing month after month with its proper feafons
and employments,. is too grave and fimple ; it takes off from
the furprize and variety of the Poem,: and makes the whole

look
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look but like 'a modern Almanack in verfe. ~ The reader is
carried through a courfe of weather, and may before-hand
guefs whether he is to meet with fnow or rain, clouds or fun-
fhine in the next defcription.  His deferiptions indeed have
abundance of nature in them, but then it is nature in her Gm-
plicity and undrefs. Thus when he {peaks of Fanuary; ¢ The
wild beafts,  fays he, run {hivering through the woods with
their heads ftooping to the ground, and their tails clapt be-
tween their legs; the Goats and Oxen are almoft flea’d with
cold; but it is not fo bad with the Sheep, becaufe they have
¢ a thick coat of wool about them. The old men too are
¢ bitterly pincht with the weather, but the young girls feel’
‘ nothing of it, who fit at home with their mothers by a
‘ warm fire-fide’ Thus does the old gentleman give himfelf
up to a loofe kind of tattle, rather than endeavour afrer 2 juft
Poetical defcription.  Nor has he fhewn more of art or judg-
ment in the precepts he has given us, which are fown fo very
thick, that they clog the Poem too much, and are often (o
minute and full of circumftances, that they weaken and un-
nerve his verfe. But after all, we are beholden to ki for-
the firft rough sketch of a Georgic: Where we may {till" difco-
ver fomething venerable in the anticknefs of the work; bue if
we would fee the defign enlarged, the figures reformed, the
colouring laid on, and the whole piece finithed, we muft ex-
pect it from a greater mafter’s hand.

#argil has drawn out the rules of Tillage and Planting ‘into -
two books, which Hefiod has difpatched in- half 2 one; bue-
has o raifed the natural rudenefs and fimplicity of his-fubject !
with fuch a fignificancy of expreffion, fuch a pomp of verfe,
fuch variety of tranfitions, and fich a folemn air in his reflec-

tions, _
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cions, that if we look on both Poets together, ~we/fee in one
the pl’unmﬁ of a downright Countryman, and in the ‘other,
{omething of a ruftick ijcl{y, like that of a Roman D;&ator
at the plow-tail.  He delivers the meanelt of his precepts
with a kind of grandewr, he breaks the clods and tofles the
dung about with an air of gracefulnefs. *His prognoftications
of the weather are taken out of Aratus, where we may fce how
judicioufly he has picke out thofe that are moft proper for his
Husbandman’s obfervation; how he has enforced the expreffi-
on, and heightened the images which hefound in the original.

T'he fecond book has more wit in it, and a greater bold-
nefs in its metaphors than any of the reft:  The Poer with a
areat beauty, = applies oblivion, ignorance, wonder, defire,
and the like, to his Trees. = The laft Gedgsgic has indeed as
many metaphors, but not fo daring as this; for humana
thoughts and paflions may be more naturally afcribed to a Bee,
than to an inanimate Plant. « He who reads over the pleafures
of a Country life; as they are.deferibed by /2 g/l in the latter
end of this book, can {carce be of /irgils mmd in preferring
even' the life of a Philofopher to it

We may I think read the Poet’s clime in his! defeription,
for he feems to have been in a fweat at the writing of ic.

—————— O quzs me gelidss fub montibus Hen:
Siflar, et wngents vamorum protegat umbra !

And is every where mentioning among his chief pleafures, the
coolnefs of his fhades and rivers, wvales and gluttm which a

more Northern Poeét would havc omitted for the defeription
of a funny hill, and fire-fide.

The
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‘The Third Georgrc feems to be the moft labouted of them
all ; there,is a wonderful vigour and fpirit in the defcription of
the Horfe and Chariot-race., The force of Loveis reprefented
in noble inftances; and very fublime expreffions. . The Secy-
thian winter-piece appears fo very cold and bleak to the eye,
that a. man; can fcarce. look on; it without fhivering. - , The
Murrain at the end has all the expreflivenefs that words can
give. . It was herethat the Poet {trained hard ‘te out-do Lu-
cretins-in the defeription of his plague, and if the reader would
fee what fuccefs he had, he may find it at large in)Scaliger,

But /gl {eems no where fo; well pleafed,  as when he. is
got among his Bees in the Fourth Gesrgre: and ennobles the
acions of {o trivial a creature, ~with metaphors drawn from
the moft important concerns of mankiad. . | His verfes are not
in a greater noife and hurry in the battels of Auess and Zur-
nus,” than in) the -engagement of two fwarms. . And as in his
AEneiss he compares the labours of his Zrgjans to thofe of Bees
and Pi(mires, - here he compares, the labours of the Bees to
thofe of the, Cyelops:. - In fhort, . the. laft. Georgic was a good
prelude to the Awess; and very well {hewed what the Poet
could do-in the defcription of what was. really great, by his
deferibing - the mock-grandeur- of .an Infect with fo good a
grace. There is: more pleafantnefs in the . little platform
of a: garden,, which he gives us-about. the middle of . this
booky. than in .all the {pacious walks: and water-works of
Rapin.: The {peech, of Protens at the end can never be enough
admized, . and was indeed very fit to conclude {o divine a,work.

After this particular.account of the Beautics;in. the: Georgrcs,
I {hould in the next place, endeavour, to;point. out its; Imper-
fections, if it has any.  But though I think there are fome
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few parts in it that are net fo beautiful as the reft, ' T- fhall not
prefume to name’ themy, as rather fufpedting ‘my ‘own judg-
ment, than I can believe a fault to be in that Poeém, which
lay o long under Vrgil’s correQion, and had his laft hand
put to it.  The firft Gesrgrc was probably burlefqued in the
Author’s life-time; for we ftill find in the Scholiafts a verfe
that ridicoles part of a line tranflated from Hefod.  Nudns ara,
Jere nudus—-= And we may eafily guefs at the judgment of this
extraordinary Critick, whoever he was, from his cenfuring
this particular precept. We may be fure F77gsl would not have
tranflated it from FHefiod, had he not dif¢overed fome beauty
in it; and indeed the beauty of it'is what T have before ob-
ferved to be frequently met with in Firgs, the delivering the
precept fo indire@ly, ‘and fingling out the particular circum-
ftance of fowing and plowing Naked, to fuggélt to us that
thefe employments are proper only in the Hot feafon of the
year.

I fhall not here compare the flile of the Gesrgics with that
of Lucretrus, which the' reader may fee already done in the
preface to the'fecond 'volume of ' Miyfeellany Poems; ~ but ' fhall
conclude this Poem to be ‘the moft complete; elaborate, and
finifht piece ‘of all Antiquity. © The Zueis indeed is ‘of ‘2 No-
bler kind, but thé ‘Georgre s more Perfet in its'kind. The
Aness has a greater variety of beautiés'in it, but-thofe of the
Georgic are more exquifite. © In fhort, the Gesrgic has all the
perfection that can’ be ' expeéted in a Poem written by ‘the
greateft Poet in the flower of his age, when his' ifivention ‘was
ready, his imagination warm, hi§ judgment fettled, 'and all
his faculties in' their full vigour and maruricy.
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