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QCCASIONED BY

\ M. ADDI1SO N's Treatife of

M EDATLS

'I EE the wild wafle of all-devouring years !
How Rome her own [ad [epulchre appears

With nodding arches, broken temples [pread !
The very tombs now vanifbd like their dead !
Some felt the [ilent firoke of mould’ring age ;
Some, boflile fury; fome, religious rage-
Barbarian blindnefs, Chriftian zeal confpire ;
And Papal piety, and Gothick fire.
Perbaps by its own runs [av'd from flame,
Some buryd marble half preferves a Name;
That Name, the learnd with fierce difputes purfue,
And give to Titus old Vefpahan’s due.

Ambition figh'd.  She found it vain to truft
The faithlefs Column, and the crumbling Buft ;

Huge
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Huge Moles whofe [badnw firetchd from fhore to Shore,
Their vuins periflyd, and their place m mere!
Convmne'd, [be now contralls ber vaft defign;
Aud all ber triumphs [fbrink mto a Coin.
A parrow orb each crowded congueft keeps ;
Beneath ber Palm here fad Judza weeps ;
Now feantier limits the proud Arch confine,
And fiarce are feenithe proftrate Nile aud Rhbine :
A fmall Buphrates thra’ the piece 1s rolld;
And Lintle Eagles wave their wings in Gold.

The Medal, fawhful to its charge of fame,
Thro’ climes and ages bears each form and name :
I one fhort view, fubjeled to our eye,
Gods, Emprors, Heroes, Sages, Beamties lye.
With fbarpend [ight pale Antiquaries pore,
70 Infiription value, but the Ruft adore :
This, the Blue vernifh, that, the Green endears;
The facred Ruft of twice ten bundred years.
70 gam Pefcennius one employs bis fehemes
One grafps a Cecrops in ecflatic dreans
Poor Vadivs, ling with learned fpleen devonr’d,
Can tafle no pleafure fince bis Shield was foonr'd;
And Curio, refllefs by the fair one's fide,
Sighs for an Otho, and negletts his Bride.

Theirs s the Vanity, the Learning thine.
Touch'd by thy hand, again Romes glries fbine :
Her Gods, and godiske Heroes rife 10 view,
And all ber faded garlands bloom anew.
Nor blufb, thefe fludses thy regard engage ;
Thefe pleasd the Fatbers of poetic rage:;




[ 433 ]

The Verfe and Sculpture bore an equal part,
And Art reflected images to Ay,

Oh when fhall Britain, confeious of her claim,
Stand emulous of Greek and Roman fame?
In lrving Medals fee ber wars enrolld,
And vanquifb'd realms fupply recording Gold?
Here, rifing bold, the Patrior's honeft face ;
There Warriors frowning in biftoric brafs.
Then future ages with delight fball fee,
How Plato’s, Bacon’s, Newton’s looks agree :
Or in fair feries laureld Bards be fhown,
A Virgil there, and bere an Addifon.
Then fhall Thy Craggs (and let me call him Mine)
On the caft Ore, another Pollio, fhine ;
With afpeét open [ball erect bis bead,
And round the Orb in lafling notes be read.
< Statefinan, vet friend to Truth! in foul [fincere,
 In attion faithful, and in bononr clear ;
“ Who broke no promife, fervd no private end,
“ Who gaind no title, and who loff no friend
“ Ennobled by Himfelf, by all approvd,
 And prassd, unenvyd, by the Mufe he lov'd.
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Upon the Ulefulnefs of ANCIENT MEDALS.

D 1A LO:GU E:-L

Y\E7 N THIO, Eugenius and Philander had retired
together from the rown to a country village,
that lies upon the Thames. Their defign was
to pafs away the heats of the Summer among the
frefh breezes, that rife from the river, and the
agrecable mixture of fhades and fountains, In
which the whole country naturally abounds.
They were all three very well verfed in the po-
liter parts of learning, and had travelled into the
moft refined nations of Zurope: fo that they
were capable of entertaining themfelves on a thoufand different fubjects
without running into the common topics of defaming publick parties, or
Kkk 2 particular
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particular perfons. As they were intimate friends they took the free-
dom to diffent from one another in difcourfe, or upon occafion to fpeak
a Latin fentence without fearing the imputation of pedantry or ill-
breeding.

They were one evening taking a walk together in the fields when their
difcourfe accidentally fell upon feveral unprofitable parts of learning. It
was Cynthio’s humour to run down every thing that was rather for often.
tation than ufe. He was ftill preferring good fenfe to arts and {ciences,
and often took a pleafure to appear ignorant, that he might the better
turn to ridicule thofe that valued themfelves on their books and ftudies,
though at the fame time one might very well fee that he could not have
attacked many parts of learning fo fuccefsfully, had not he borrowed his
afliftances from them. After having rally’d a fet or two of Virtuofo's,
he fell upon the Medallifts.

Thefe gentlemen, fays he, value themfelves upon being critics in
Ruft, and will undertake to tell you the different ages of it, by its co-
lour. They are pofleffed with a kind of learned avarice, and are for get-
ting together hoards of fuch mony only as was current among the Greeks
and Latins. ‘Fhere are {everal of them that are better acquainted with
the faces of the 4utonines, than of the Stuarss, and would rather chufe
to count out a fum in Sefterces, than in pounds fterling. I have heard of
one in Italy that ufed to fwear by the head of Otho. Nothing ean be
pleafanter than to fee a circle of thefe 7r7uofe’s about a cabinet of Me-
dals, defcanting upon the value, rarity and authenticalnefs of the feveral
pieces that lie before them. One takeés up a coin of gold, and after hay-
ing well weighed the figures and infeription, tells you very gravely, if
it were Brafs, it would be invaluable. Another falls.a ringing a Pe/cen-
nius Niger, . and judicioufly diftinguifhes the found of it to be modern.
A third defires you. to obferve well the 7og4 on fucha reverfe, and asks
you whether you can in confcience believe the fleeve of it to be of the
true Roman cut.

[ muft confefs, fays Philander, the knowledge of Medals has moft of
thofe difadvantages that can render a fcience tidiculous, to fuch as are not
well verfed in it. Nothing is more eafy than to reprefent as impertinen-
cies any parts of learning that have no immediate relation to the happi-
nefs or convenience of mankind. - When a man fpends his whole life a-
mong the Stars and Planets, or lays out a twelve-month on ithe fpots in
the Sun, however noble his fpeculations rhay be, they are very apt to fall
into burlefque. 'But'it is ftill more natural to laugh rat fuch fludies as are
employed on low and vulgar objedts. 'What curious obfervations have

: been




e A s I e B o S o

— — B gy Mo = st

- of Ancient MED A LS. 437

been made on Spiders, Lobfters, and Cockle-fhells? yet the very naming
of them is almoft fufficient to turn them into raillery. It is no wonder
therefore that the fcience of Medals, which is charged with fo many un-
concerning parts of knowledge, and built on fuch mean materials, fhould
appear ridiculous to thofe that have not taken the pains to examine it.
Eugenius Was very attentive to what Philander {aid on the fubject of
Medals. He was one that endeavoured rather to be agreeable than fhi-
ning in converfation, for which reafon he was more beloved, though not
{fo much admired as Cyuthio. [muft confefs, fays he, I find my felf ve-
ry much inclined to fpeak againft a fort of ftudy that I know nothing of.
I have however one {trong prejudice inf avour of it, that Philander
has thought it worth his while to employ fome time uponit. Iam
glad then, fays Cynthio, that I have thrown him on a {cience of which I
have long withed to hear the Ufefulnefs. There, fays Philander; you
muft excufe me. At prefent you donot know but it may have its ufeful-
nefs. But fthould I endeavour to convince you of it, I might fail in my
attempt, and fo render my {cience {lill more contemptible. On the con-
trary, fays Cynthio, we are already fo perfwaded of the unprofitablenefs
of your {cience, that you can but leave us where you find us, but if you
fucceed you increafe the number of your party. Well, fays Philander,
in hopes of making two fuch confiderable profelytes, I am very well con-
tent to talk away an evening with you on the fubject; but on this condi-
tion, that you will communicate your thoughts to me freely when you
diffent from me or have any difficulties that you think me capable of re-
moving. To make ufe of the liberty you give us, fays Eugenius, 1 muit
tell you what I believe furprizes all beginners as well as my felf. We
are apt to think your Medallifts a little fantaftical in the different prices
they fet upon their coins, without any regard ro the ancient value or the
metal of which they are compofed. A filver Medal, for example, fhall
be more efteemed than a golden one, and a piece of brafs than either.
To anfwer you, fays Philander, in the language of a Medallift, you are
not to look upona cabinet of Medals as a treafure of mony, but of know-
ledge, nor muft youfancy any charmsin gold, butin the nguresand infcrip-
tions that adorn it. ‘The intrinfic value of an old coin does not confift
i its metal but its erudition. Tt is the Device shat has raifed the fpecies,
fo that at prefent an s or an Obo/us may carry a higher price than a De-
#aris Or a ‘D‘rczf.ﬁma; and a piece of mony that was not worth a peny
fifteen hundred years ago, may be now rated at fifty crowns, or perhaps

a hundred guineas. 1find, fays Cyntbio, that to have a relifh for anci-
ent
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werit coins it is neceflary to have a contempt of the modern, But I am
afraid you will never be able with all your Medallic eloquence, to perfwade
Eugenins and my felf that it is better to have a pocket full of Oz/d’s and
‘Gordians than of Facobus’s or Louts d'ors. . 'This however we fhall be
judges of, when you have let us know the feveral ufes of old coins.

The firft and moft obvious one, fays Philander, is the fhewing us the
Faces of all the great perfons of antiquity. A cabinet of Medals is a col-
leétion of piétures in miniature. Fuvenalcalls them very humoroufly,

Concifium argentum in titulos, facie(que minutas. Sat. s,

You here fee the Alexanders, Cafars, Pompeys, Trajans, and the whole
-catalogue of Heroes; who have many of them fo diftinguifhed themfelves
from the reft of mankind that we almoit look upon them as another
fpecies. It isan agreeable amufement to compare in our own thoughtsthe
face of a great Manwith the charatter that authors have given us of him,
and to try if we can find out in his looks and features either the haughty,
cruel, or merciful temper that difcovers it felf in the hiltory of his acti-
ons. We find teo on Medals the reprefentations of Ladies that have given
occafion to whole volumes on the account only of a face. We have here
the pleafure to examine their looks and dreffes, and to furvey at leifure
thofe beauties that have fometimes been the happinefs or mifery of whole
kingdoms: Nor do you only meet the faces of fuch as are famous in hi-
ftory, but of feveral whofe Names are not to be found any where except
on Medals. Some of the Emperors, for example, have had Wives, and
fome of them Children, that no authors have mentioned. We are there-
fore obliged to the ftudy of coins for having made new difcoveries to the
learned, and given them information of fuch perfons as are to be met
with on ne other kind of records. You muftgive meleave, {ays Cynthio,
to rejedt this laft ufe of Medals. I donot think it worth while to trouble
my felf with a perfon’s name or face that recetves all his reputation from
the mint, and would never have been known in the world had there not
been fuch things as Medals. A man’s memory finds fufficient employ-
ment on fuch as have really fignalized themfelyes by their great actions,
without charging it felf with the names of an inlignificant people whole
svhole hiftory is written on the edges of an old coin,
1f you are only for fuch perfons as have made a noife in the world, fays
Philander, you have on Medals a longliit of heathen Deities, diflinguifhed
from “each other by their proper titles and ornaments. You fee

the copies of feveral {latues that bave had the politeft nations of the
world
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world fall down before them. You have here too feveral perfons of a
more thin and fhadowy nature, as Hope, Conftancy, Fidelity, Abun-
dance, Honour, Virtue, Eternity, Juftice, Moderation, Happinefs, and
in fhort a whole creation of the like imaginary fubftances. T'o thefe
ou may add the Genies of nations, provinces, cities, high-ways, and
the like Allegorical Beings. In devices of this nature one {ees a pretty
oetical invention, and may often find as much thought on the reverfe of
a Medal as in a Canto of Spenfer. Not to interrupt you, fays Ewugenius,
I fancy it is this ufe of Medals that has recommended them to fe-
veral hiftory-painters, who perhaps without this affiftance would have
found it very difficult to have invented fuch an airy fpecies of beingss
when they are obliged to put a moral virtue into colours, or to find out
 a proper drefs for a paflion. Itis doubtlefs for this reafon, fays Philan-
der, that Painters have not a little contributed to bring the ftudy of Me-
dals in vogue. For not to mention feveral others, Caraccio is faid to
have affifted Aretine by defigns that he took from the Spintrie of Tibe-
rius. Raphael had throughly ftudied the figures on old Coins. Patin
tells us that Le Brun had done the fame. And itis well known that
Rubens had a noble colleétion of Medals in his own pofleflion. But I
muft not quit this head before T tell you, that you fee on Medals not only
the names and perfons of Emperors, Kings, Confuls, Pro-confuls, Pree-
tors, and the like charaéters of importance, but of fome of the Poets,
and of feveral who had won the prizes at the Olympick games. It was
a noble time, fays Cynthio, when Trips and Cornifh hugs could make a
man immortal. How many Heroes would Moor-fields have furnifhed

out in the days of old ¢ A fellow that can now only win a hat or a belt,

had he lived among the Greeks, might have had his face {tampt upon their
Coins. But thefe were the wife ancients, who had more effeem for a
Milo than a Homer, and heapt up greater Honours on Pindar’s Jockies,

than on the Poet himfelf. But by this time I fuppofe you have. drawn .
up all your medallic people, and indeed they make a much.more formi-

dable body than 1 could-have imagined. You have fhewn us all conditi-
ons, fexes and ages, emperors‘and emprefles, men and-children, gods
and wreftlers. Nay you have conjured up perfons that exift no where elle
but on old Coins, and have made our Paflions and.Virtues and. Vices vi-
fble. 1 could never have thought that a cabinet of Medals had been {o
well peopled.  But in the next place, {ays Philander; as we lec on coins
‘he different Faces of perfons, we fee on them too their different Habits
and Dreffes, according to the mode. that prevailed in the feveral ages

when
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when the Medals were ftampt. - This is another ufe, fays Gynzhis, that in
my opinion contributes rather to make a man learned than wife, and is
neither capable of pleafing the underftanding or imagination. I know
there are feveral fupercilious Critics that will rreat an author with the grea-
teft contempt imaginable, if he fancies the old Romans wore a girdle, and
are amazed at a man's ignorance, who believes the 79 had any Sleevas
to it till the declenfion of the Roman Empire. Now I would fain know
the great importance of this kind of learning, and why it fhould not be
as noble a task to write upon a Bib and hanging-fleeves, as on the Bullz
and Prerexta.  The reafon is, that we are familiar with the names of
the one, and meet with the other no where but in learned authors. An
Antiquary will fcorn to mention a pinner or a night-rail, a petticoat or a
manteau; but will talk as gravely as a father of the church on the Fizse
and Peplus, the Stola and Inftita. How would an old Romar laugh,
were it pofiible for him to fee the folemn differtations that have been
made on thefe weighvy fubje@ts. To fet them in their natural light, let
us fancy, if you pleafe, that about a thoufand years hence, fome profound
author fhall write a learned treatife on the Habits of the prefent age, di-
{tinguifhed into the following Titles and Chapters.

Of the old Britith Trowfer.

Of the Ruff’ and Collar-band. i
The opinion of feveral learned men concerning the ufe of the Shoulder-
knot.

Such a one miflaken in bis acconnt of the Surtout, &c.

I muft confefs, fays Eugenius interrupting him, the knowledge of thefe
affairs is in it felf very lictle improving, but as it is impoffible without it
to underftand feveral parts of your ancient authors, it certainly hath
its ufe. It is pity indeed there is not a nearer way of coming at it. [
have fometimes fancied it would not be an impertinent defign to make a
kind of an old Roman wardrobe, where you thould fee Toga’s and Tuni-
ca's, the Chiamys and Trabee, and in fhort all the different vefts and or-
naments that are fo often mentioned in the Greet and Roman authors.
By this means a man would comprehend better and remember much
longer the fhape of an ancient garment, than he pollibly can from the
help of tedious quotations and deferiptions. The defign, fays Philander,
might be very ufeful, but after what models would you work ! Sigonins,
for example, will tell you that the Veflis Trabeata was of fuch a particu-
lar fathion, Sealiger is for another, and Dacier thinks them both in the

wrong.
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wrong. Thefe are, fays Gynthio, 1 fuppofe the names of three Roman
taylors : for is it poflible men of learning can have any difputes of this
pature? May not we as well believe that hereafter the whole learned
world will be divided upon the make of a modern pair of breeches ?
And yet, fays Eugensus, the Critics have fallen as foul upon each other
for matters of the fame moment. But as to this point, where the Make
of the garment is controverted, let them, if they can find cloth’ enough,
work after dll the moit probable fafthions: To enlarge the defign, I
would have another room for the old Roman inftruments of war, where
you might fee the Pi/um and the fhield, the eagles, enfigns, hclmets; bat-
tering-rams and trophies, in a word, all the ancient military furniture in
the fame manner as it might have been in an Arfenal of old Rome. A
third apartment fhould be a kind of Sacriitie for altars, idols, facrificing
inftruments, and other religious utenfils. Not to be tedious, one might
faake a magazine for all forts of antiquities, that would fhow a man in
an afternoon more than he could learn out of boeks ina twelve-month.
This would cut fhort the whole ftudy of antiquities, and perhaps be
much more ufeful to Univerfities than thefe collections of W hale-bone
and Crocodile-skins in which they commonly abound:. You will find it
very difficult, fays Cynthis, to perfuade thofe focieties of learned men to
fall in with your project. They will tell you that things of this impor-
tance muft not be taken on truft ; you ought to learn them among the
Claflic Authorsand at the fountain-head. = Pray confider what a figure 2
man would make in the republick of letters, dhould he appeal to your
Univerfity-wardrobe, when they expeét a fenténce out of the Ke Veffia-
iz ? or how do you think a man that has read Vegetius will relith your
Roman Arfenal? “In the mean time, fays Philander, you find on -Medals
every ‘thing that you could meet with in your magazine of antiquitier,
and ‘when you have built your arfenals, wardrobes, and facriflies, it is
from Medals that you 'muft fetch their furniture. It is here too that you
fee the figures of feveral inftruments of mufick, mathematics and mc-
chanics. One might make an entire gally out of ‘the plans that are to be
met with on the reverfes of feveral oldCoins. Nor are they only charged
with Things but with many ancient Cuftems, as facrificesy  triumphs,
congiaries, allocutions, decurfions; le@ifterniums, and 2 thoufand other
antiquated names and ceremonies’ that wefhould not have had fo juft a
notion of, were they not ftill preferved on Coins. I might add under
this head of antiquities that we find on ‘Medals sthe manner of {pelling
in the old Romar infcriptions. That is, fays Cyashio, we find that fe-

Vor. L. L11 lix
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lix is never-written with an @ dipthongue, and that in Auguffus’s days
Civis ftood for Cives, with other fecrets in Orthography of the fame
importance.

To come then to a more weighty ufe, fays Pbilander, it is certain that
Medals give a very greac light to hiftory, in confirming fuch paffages as
are true m old Authors, in fettling fuch as are told after different man-
ners, and in recording fuch as have been omitted. In this cafe a cabi-
net of Medals is a body of hiftory. It was indeed the beft way in the
world to perpetuate the memory of great actions, thus to coin out the
life of an Emperor, and to put every great exploitinto the mint. It was
a kind of Printing, before the art was mvented. = It is by this means that
Monfieur Faillant has difembroiled a hiftory that was loft to the world
before his time, and out of a fhort colleétion of Medals has given us a
chronicle of the Kings of §yriz. For this too is an advantage Medals
have over books, that they tell their ftory much quicker, and fum up a
whole volume in'twenty or thirty reverfes.» They are indeed the beft
epitomes in the world, and let you fee with one caft of an eye the fub-
ftance of above a hundred pages. Another ufe of Medals is, that they
not only thew you the actions of an Emperor, but at the fame time mark
out the year in which they were performed. Every exploit has its date
fer to it ' A feries of an Emperor’s Coins is his life digefted into annals.
Hiftorians feldom break their relation with a mixture of chronology, nor
diftribute the particulars of an Emperor’s ftory into the feveral years
of his reign: or where they do it they often differ in their.feveral pe-
riods. Here therefore it is'much fafer to quote a Medal than an Author,
for in this cafe you do not appeal to a Swetonzius or a Lampridius, but'to
the Emperor himfelf, or to the whole body of a Roman Senate. = Befides
that a Coin is in no danger of: having its charaters altered by copiers
and tranferibers.  This I muft confefs, fays Cynzhio, may in fome cafes
be of great moment, but confidering the fubje¢ts on which your chrono-
logers are generally employed; I fee but little ufe that rifes from it, For
example, what fignifies it to the world whether {fuch an Elephant appear-
ed in the Amphi-theatre in the fecond or the third year of Domizian 2
Or what am I the wifer for knowing that Trajen was in the fifih year of
his Tribunefhip when he entertained the people with fuch a Horfe-race
or Bull-baiting? Yet it is the fixing of thefe great periods that gives a
man the firft rank in the republic of letters, and recommends him to
the world for a perfon of various reading and profound erudition.

You
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You muft always give your men of great reading leave to fhow their
talents on the meaneft {ubjeéls, fays Lwugensus; it is a kind of fhooting
at rovers : where a man lets fly his arrow without taking any aim, to thew
his ftrength. But there is one advantage, fays he, turning to Philan-
der, that feems to me very confiderable, although you Medallifts feldom
throw it into the account, which is the great help to memory one finds in
Medals: for my own part I am very much embarraffed in the names and
ranks of the feveral Roman Emperors, and find it difficult to recolleét
upon occafion the different parts of their hiftory : but your Medallifts up-
on the firft naming of an Emperor will immediately tell you his age, fa-
mily and life. To remember where he enters in the fucceffion, they
only confider in what part of the cabinet he lies ; and by running over in
their thoughts fuch a particular drawer, ‘will give you an account of al!
the remarkable parts of hisreign.

I thank you, fays ?’bifma‘cr, for helping me to an ufe that perhaps I
fhould not have thought on. - But there is another of which I am fure
you could not but be fenfible when you were at Rome. 1 muft own to
you it furprized me to fee my Ciceroni fo well acquainted with the bufts
and ftatues of all the great people of antiquity. There was not an Em-
peror or -Emprefs but he knew by fight, and as he was feldom without
Medals in his pocket, he would often fhew us the fame face on an old
‘Coin'that we faw in the Statue.  He would difcover a Commodus through
the difguife of the'club and lion’s skin, and find out fuch a one to be
Livie that was drefied up like a Ceérés. Leér a buft be never {o disfi-
;gured, they have a thoufand marks by which to decipherit. = They will
know a Zenobia by the fitting of her Diadem, and will diftinguith the
Fauftina's by their different way of tying up their hair. Oh! Sir, fays
Cynthio, they will go a great deal farther, they will give you the name
and rtitles of a Statue that has loft his‘nofe and ears; or if there is but
half a beard remaining, will tell you at firft fight who was the owner of
it. Mow I muit confefs to you, I ufed to fancy they impofed upon me
an Emperor or Emprefs at pleafure, rather than appear ignorant,

All this however is eafily learnt from' Medals, fays Philander, where
you mayfee likewife the plans of many the moft confiderable buil Idings of
Old Rome. There is an ingenious Gentleman of our own nation extreme-
ly well verfed in this fludy who has a defign of publifhing the whole hi-
tlory of Archite@ure, with its feveral improvements and decays as it is
to be met with on ancient Coins.  Fe has affured me that he has obfer-
ved all the nicety of proportion in thefigures of the different orders that

LT e compole
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compofe the buildings on the beft preferved Medals. You here feethe copies
of fuch Ports and triumphal Arches as there are not the leaft traces of in
the places where they once {flood.  You have here the models of feveral
ancient Temples, though the Temples themfelves, and the Gods that were
wotthipped in them, aré periflied many hundred years ago.  Or if there
are ftill any foundations or ruines of former edifices, you may learnfrom
Cotins what “was' their Archite@ure when they ftood whole and entire.
Thefe are buildings whicl the Gorhs and Pandals could not' demolifh,
that are infinitely more durable than ftone or marble, and will perhaps
laft 48 Jong as the earth it felf.  They arevin fhort fo many real monu-
merits of Brafs. STl

Quod non imber edax non aguilo impotens
Poffit dirusre, aut iunumerabilis
Annorum feries, et fuga temporum.

Which eating thow'rs, nor northwind’s feeble blaft,
Nor whirle of time, nor flight of years can wafte. Mr. Creech.

This is 2 noble Panegyric on an old copper Coin, fays Cynthio. But |
am afraid a little malicious ruft would demolifh one of your brazen edifi-
ces as effe@ually as a Goth or Vandal. You would laugh at me, fays
Philander, thould I make you a learned differtation on the nature of
Rufts. I fhall only tell you there are two or three forts of them which
are extremely beautiful in the eye of an Antiquary, and preferve a Coin
better than the beftartificial vernith. As for other kinds, a skilful Me-
dallift knows very well how to deal with them. He will recover you 2
Temple or a triumphal Arch out of its rubbifh, if I may fo call it, and
with a few reparations of the graving tool reftore it to its firft fplendour
and magnificence. [have known an Emperor quite hid under a cruft of
drofs, who after two or three days cleanfing has appeared with all his
Titles about him as frefh and beautiful as at his firft coming out of the
Mint. 1 am foriy, fays Eugenins, I did not know this laft ufe of Me-
dals when T was at Rome. It might perhaps have given me a greater
tafte of its Antiquities; and have fixed in. my memory feveral of the ru-
ines that T have now forgotten. For my part, fays Cyzzhio, 1 think there
are at Rome enow modern works of Architeéture to employ any rea-
‘fonable man. 1never could have a tafte for old bricks and rubbifh, nor
would trouble my felf about the ruines of Auguffus’s Palace fo long as
1 could fee the Fatican, the Berghefé,and the Farnefe as they now ftand;

1
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' muft own to you at the fame time this is talking likean ignorant man.
Were I in other company I would perhaps change my ftyle, and rellthem
that T would rather fee the fragments of Apollo’s. Temple than St. Pezer’s.
I remember when our Antiquary at Rome had led us a2 whole day toge-
ther from one ruine to another, he atlaft brought us to the Rotunda, And
this, fays he, is the moft valuable Antiquity in Iraly, notwithftanding it
is fo entire. .

The fame kind of fancy, fays Philander, has formerly gained upon fe-
veral of your Medallifts, who were for hoording up fuch pieces of mo-
ney only as had been half confumed by time or ruft. There were no
Coins pleafed them more than thofe which had paffed through the hands
of an old Roman Clipper. I have read an Author of this tafte that com-
pares a ragged Coin to a tattered Colours. But to come again to our
fubjeét. Aswe find on Medals the plans of feveral buildings that are
now demolithed, we fee on them too the Models of many ancient Sta-
rues that are now loft. There are feveral Reverfes which are owned
to be the reprefentations of antique figures, and I queftion not but there
are many others that were formed on the like Models, " though at pre-
fent they lic under no fufpicion of it. The Hercules Farnefe, the Ve-
aus of Medicis, the Apolio in the Belvidera, and the famous Marcus
Aurelius on horfe-back, which are perhaps the four moft beautiful Sta-
tues extant, make their appearance all of them on ancient Medals, though-
the figures that reprefent them were never thought to be the copies of
tatues till the {tatues themfelves were difcovered. There is no queftion,
I think, but the fame reflexion may extend it felf to antique Pictures :
for T doubt not but in the defigns of feveral Greek Medals in particular,
one might often fee the hand of an Apelles or Protogenes, were we as
well acquainted with their works as we are with Titian’s or Fandike’s.
I might here make a much greater fhow of the ufefulnefs of Medals, if
I would take the method of others, and prove to you that all arts and
{ciences receive a confiderable illuftration from this {tady. I muft how-
1 ever tell you, that Medals and the Civil Law,as we are affured by thofe
who are well read in both, give a confiderable light to- each other, and
that feveral old Coins are like fo many maps for explaining of the anti-
ent Geography. But befides the more folid parts of learning, there are
feveral little intimations to be met with on Medals that are very pleafant
to fuch as are converfant in this kind of ftudy. Should Itell you grave-
Iy, that without the help of Coins we thould never have known which

was the firft of the Emperors that wore a beard, or rode in flirrups, [
might
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might turn my {cience into ridicule. Yet it is certain there are a thou-
fand little impertinencies of this pature that are very gratifying to scurio-
fity, tho’ perhaps not very improving to the underftanding. To fee the
drefs that fuch an Emprefs delighted to be drawn in, -the titles that were
moft agreeable to fuch an Emperor, the flatteries that he lay moft open
to, the honours that he paid tohis children, wives, predfzceﬂms friends
or collegues, with the like particularities only to be met with on Medals,
are certainly not a little. pleafing to that inquifitive temper which is fo na-
tural to the mind of man.

I declare to you, fays Cynzhio, you have aftonifhed me with the feve-
ral parts of knowledge, that you have difcovered on Medals. 1 could
never fancy before this evening, that a Coin could have any nobler ufe
m it than to pay a reckoning.

You have not heard all ye, fays Philander, there is ftill anadvantage
to be drawn from Medals, which I am fure will heighten your efteem for
them. It is indeed an ufe that no body has hitherto dwelt upon. If any
of the Antiquaries have touched. upon it, they have immediately quitted it,
without confidering it in its full laticude, light and extent. Not to Keep
you in fufpence, I think thereisa great aflinity between Coins and Poe-
try, -and that your Medallift and Critic are much nearer related than the
world generally imagines. A reverfe often clears up the paflage of an
old poet, asthe poet often ferves to unriddle a reverfe. I could be lon-
ger on this head, but I'fear I have already tired you. Nay, fays Euge-
nius, fince you have gone fo far with us, we muft beg you to finifh your
lecture, efpecially fince you are on a fubje, .that I dare promife you will
be very agreeable to Cyathio, whois fo profefled an admirer of the an-
cient poets. 1 muft only warn you, that you do not charge your Coins
with more ufes than they can bear. It is generally the method of fuch
as arein love with any particular fcience to difcover all others in it. Who
would imagine, for example, that architefture fhould comprehend the
knowledge of hiftory, ethics, mufic, aftronomy, natural philofophy, phy-
fic and the civil law? Yet Fitruwius will give you his reafons, fuch as
they are, why a good archite& is mafter of thefe feveral arts and fcien-
ces. Sure, fays Cynthio, Martial had never read Vitruvius when he
threw the Cryer and the Archite& into the fame clafs.

Durz [i puer ingeni videtur
Preeconem facias wel architedtum.

If of dull parts the firipling you fufpe&,
A herald make him, or an architect. But
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But to give you an inftance out of avery celebrated difcoutfe on poetry,
becaufe we are on that fubject, of an author’s finding out imaginary beau-
ties in his own art. I have obferved, fays he, (fpeaking of the p,j.; 4
natural propenfion that all men have to numbers and harmony)  wirider
that my barber bas often combed my head in Datlyls and Spon- ™"
dees, that is, with twoe [hort firokes and a long one, or-with two long ones
fucceffively. Nay, fays he, I bave known bim fometimes rin even into
Pyrrhichius’s and Anapefius’s. This you will think perhaps a very ex-
travagant fancy, but I muft own I'thould as {foon expeét to find the Pro-
fadia in a Comb as Poetry in a Medal. Before I endeavour to convince
you of it, fays Philander, I'muft confefs to you that this {cience has its
vifionaries as- well as all others. There are feveral, for example, that will
find a myftery in every tooth of Neprune’s trident, and are amazed at the
wifdom of the ancients that reprefented a thunder-bolt with three forks,
fince, they will tell you, nothing could have better explained its triple
quality of piercing; burningand melting. I have feen a long difcourfe
on the figure and-nature of horn, to fhew itwasimpoflible tohave found
out a fitter emblem for plenty than the Cornn-Copiz. 'Thefe are a fore
of authors who {corn to take up with appearances, and fancy an inter-
pretation vulgar when it is natural.  What could have been more proper
to fhew the beauty and friendfhip of the Three Graces, than to repre-
fent them naked and knitt together in a kind of dance 2 It is thus they
always appear in ancient {culpture, whether on Medals or in Marble, as |
doubt not but Horace alludes to defigns of this nature, when he defcribes
them after the fame manner.

——Gratia
Functes nnda [ororibus :
Segnefque nodum folvere Gratiz.

The Sifter-Graces hand in hand
Conjoin’d by love’s eternal band.

Several of your Medallifts will be here again aftonifhed at the wif{dom of
the ancients, that knew how to couch fuch excellent precepts of morality
under vifible obje&s. The nature of Gratitude, they will tell you, is bet-
ter illuftrated by this fingle device, than by Seweca’s whole book de Bene-
feits, ‘The three Graces teach us three things. 1. To remark the doing
of a courtefie. II. The return of it from the receiver. II The obliga-

tion of the receiver to acknowledge it. The three Graces are always
hand
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hand in band te fhow us that thefe three duties fhould be never feparated,
They are naked, to admonith us that Gratitude fhauld be returned with
a free and open heart; and dancing, to thew us that no vertue is more ac-
tive than Gratitude. May not we here fay with Lucretius?

Que bene et eximie quanguam difpofla ferantur,
Sunt longeé tamen a verd ratione repulfa.

Itisan ealy thing, fays Fugewius, to find out defigns that never aatered
into the thoughts of the {fculptor or the coiner. I dare fay, the fame
Gentlemen who have fixed this piece of morality on the three naked
Sifters dancing hand in hand, would have found our as good a one for
them, had there been four of them fitting at a diftance from each other,
and covered from head to foot. It is here therefore, fays Philander,
that the old poets {tep in tothe afliftance of the Medallift, when theygive
us the fame thought in words as the mafters of the Romen mint have
done in figures. A man may fee a metaphor or an allegory in picture,
as well as read them in a defeription. When therefore I confront a Me-
dal with a Verfe, I only fhew youthe fame defign executed by different
hands, and appeal from one mafter to another of the fame age and tafte,
This is certainly a much furer way than to build on the interpretations
of an author who does not confider how the ancients ufed to think, but
will be ftill inventing myfteries and applications out ‘of his own fancy.
T'o make my felf more intelligible, I find a thield on the reverfe of an
Emperor’s Coin, defigned as a complement to him from the fenate of
Rome. 1 meet with the fame metaphor in ancient poets to exprefs pro-
tection or defence. I conclude therefore that this Medal compliments
the Emperor in the fame fenfe as the old Remans did their Diftator Fe-
bins when they called him the Buckler of Rome. Put this reverfe now if
you pleafe into the hands of a myftical antiquary. He fhall tell you that
the ufe of the fhield being to defend the body from the weapons of an
enemy, it very aptly thadows out to us the refolution or continence of
the Emperor, which made him proof to all the attacks of fortune or of
pleafure. Inthe next place, the figure of the fhigld being round it is an
emblem of perfe@ion, for A7ifforie hasfaid the round figure is the moft
perfect. It may likewife fignify the immortal reputation that the Em-
peror has acquired by his great aftions, rotundity being an emblem of
eternity that has neither beginning nor end. ~ After this T dare not an-
fwer for the fhield’s convexity that it does not covera myftery, nay there
fhall not ‘be the leaft wrinkle or flourifh vpon it ‘which will ‘not tu}n to
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fome account. In this cafe therefore” Poetry being in fome refpeés an
Art of defigning as well as Painting or Sculpture, they may ferve asCom-
ments on each other. I am very well fatistied, fays Engenius, by what
you have faid on this fubjed, that the Poets may contribute to the expli-
cation of fuch reverfes as are purely emblematical, or when the perfons
are of that fhadowy allegorical nature you have before mentioned, but I
fuppofe there are many other reverfes that reprefent things and perfons
of a more real exiftence. In this cafe too, fays Philander, a Poet lets
you into the knowledge of a device better than a Profe-writer, as his
defcriptions are often more diffufe, his {ftory more naturally circumfitanced,
and his language enriched with a greater variety of epithets : So that you
often meet with little hints and {uggeftions in a Poet that give a great
illuftration to the cuftoms, actions, ornaments, and all kinds of Antiqui-
ties that are to be met with on ancient Coins. [ fancy, fays Cynthio,
there is nothing more ridiculous than an Antiquary’s reading the Greek
or Latin Poets. He never thinks of the beauty of the thought or lan-
guage, but is for fearching into what he calls the Erudition of the Au-
thor. He will turn you over all #77gi/ to find out the figure of an old
Roftrum, and has the greateft efteem imaginable for Homer, becaufe he
has given us the fathion of a Greek fcepter. It isindeed odd enough to
confider how all kinds of Readers find their account in the. old Poets.
Not only your men of the more refined or folid parts of Learning, but
even your Alchymift and Fortune-teller will difcover the fecrets of their
art in Homer and Firgil. 'This, fays Eugenius, is a prejudice of a very
ancient ftanding. Read but Plurarch’s dilcourfe on Homer, and you will
fee that the Iliad contains the whole circle of arts, and that Thales and
Pythagoras ftole all their philofophy out of this Poet’s works. One would
be amazed to fee what pains he takes to prove. that Homer underftood
all the figures in Rhetoric, before they were invented. 1 do not queftion,
fays Philander, were it poflible for Flomer to read his praifes in this Au-
thor, but he would be as much furprized as ever Monfieur fourdain was
when he had found he had talked Profe all his life-time without ever
knowing what it was. But to finifh the task you have fet me, we may
obferve that not only the Virtues, and the like imaginary perfons, but all
the heathen Divinities appear generally in the fame Drefs among the Pocts
that they wear in Medals. I muft confefs, I believe both the one and the
other took the Mode from the ancient Greek Statuaries. It will not per-
haps be an improper tranfition to pafs from the heathen gods to the fe-

Ver. L Mmm veral
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veral monfters of antiquity, as Chimeras, Gorgons, Sphinxes, and many
others that make the fame figure in verfe as on coins. It often happens
too, that the Poet and the Senate of Reme have both chofen the fame
Topic to flatter their Emperor upon, and have fometimes fallen upon
the fame- thought. Tt is certain, they beth of them lay upon the catch
for a great action: Itis no wonder therefore, that they were often en-
gaged on one fubject, the Medal and the Poem being nothing elfe but
occafional compliments to the Emperor. Nay; I queftion not but you
may fometimes find' certain paflages among the Poets that relate to the
particular device of a Medal.

I' wonder, fays Bugenius, that your Medallifts have not been as diligent
in fearching the Poets as the Hiftorians, fince I find they are fo capable
of enlightning their art.” I'would have fome body put the'Mufes under
a kind of contribution to furnifh out whatever they have in them that
bears any relation to Coins. Though they taught us but thefame things
that might be learnt in other writings, they would at leaft teach us more
agreeably, and draw feveral over to the ftudy of Medals that would ra-

" ther be inftruéted in verfe than in profe. I am glad, fays Philander, to
hear you of this opinion, for to tell you truly, when I was at Rome, |
took occafion to buy up many Imperial Medals that have any affinity with
paffages of the ancient Poets. So that T have by me a fort of poetical
Cafh, which I fancy I could count over to you in' Letin and Greekverfe.
If you will drink a difh of T'ea with me- to-morrow morning, I will lay
my whole colle¢tion before you. T cannot tell, fays Cywthio, how the
Poets will fucceed in the explication of coins, to which they are gene-
rally very great {trangers. We are however obliged to you for prevent-
ing us with the offer of akindnefs that you might well imagine' we fhould
have asked you. -

Our three friends had been fo- intent on their difcourfe, that they had
rambled very far into the fields without taking notice of it. Philander
firft put them.in mind, that unlefs they turned back quickly they would
endanger being benighted. Fheir converfation ran  infenfibly into other
fubjeéts, but as I defign only to report fuch parts of it as have any rela-
tion to Medals, T fhall leave them to return home as faft as they pleafe,
without troubling my {elf with their talk on the way thither, or with their
ceremonies at parting.

DIA-
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OME of the fineft treatifes of the moft polite Laziz and Greek
writers are in Dialogue, as many very valued pieces of French, Ita-
lian, and Engli/b appear in the fame drefs. I have fometimes how-

ever been very much diftafted at chis way of writing, by reafon of the
long prefaces and exordiums into which ‘it often betrays an Author.
Thete is fo much time taken up in ceremony, that before they enter on
their fubje& the Dialogue is half ended. To avoid the fault I have found

in others, I fhall not trouble my felf nor my Reader with the firft falutes

of our three friends, nor with any part of their difcourfe over the Tea
table. We will fuppofe the China difhes taken off, and a Drawer of Me-

dals fupplying their room. Philander, who is to be the Heroe in my
Dialogue, takes it in his hand, and addreffing himfelf to Cynthio and Ex-
genius, 1 will firft of all, fays he, thow you an aflembly of the moft virtu-

ous Ladies that you have ever perhaps converfed with. Ido not know,

fays Cynthio, regarding them, what their virtue may be, but methinks
they are a little fantaftical in their drefs. You will find, fays Philander,
there is good fenfe in it. 'They have not a fingle ornament that they
cannot give a reafon for. I was goingto ask you, fays Eugenius, in what
country you find thefe Ladies. ButI fee they are fome of thofe imagi-

nary perfons you told us of laft night that inhabit old Coins, and appear

no where elfe but on the reverfe of a Medal. Their proper country, fays
Philander, is the breaft of a good man: for I think they are moft of them

the figures of Virtues. Itisa great compliment methinks to the fex;, fays
Cynthio, that your Virtues are generally fhown in petticoats. I can give

no other reafon for it, {ays Philander, but becaufe they chanced to be

of the feminine gender in the learned languages. You find however fome- o
thing bold and mafculine in the air and pofture of the firlt figure, which Serses.
15 that of Zirtue her felf, and agrees very well with the defcription we Figure .
find of her in Silius Italicus.

Virtutis difpar babitus, frons hirta, nec HRGUAN
Compofird mutata comd, ffans vultus, et ore

Mmm 2 Tnceffu-
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Inceffugue viro propior, letique pudoris,
Celfa bumeris, nivee fulgebat famine palle. Sil. It. Li. x4.

A different form did Pirtue wear,
Rude from her forehead fell th’unplaited hair,’
With dauntlefs mien aloft fhe rear'd her head,
And next to manly was the virgin’s tread ;
Her height, her fprightly blufh, the Goddefs fhow,
And robes unfullied as the falling fnow.

Virtue and Honour had their Temples bordering on eich other, and are

Fig-2. fometimes both on the fame coin, as in the following one of Galba. ;.
lius Italicus makes them companions in the glorious equipage that he
gives his Partue,

Mecum Honor, et Laudes, et leto Gloria vulty, [Virtus loquitur.
Et Decus, et niveis Viddoria concolor alis. Thid.

With me the foremoft place let Hononr gain, [Virtue [peaks,
Fame, and the Praifées mingling in her train;

Gay Glory next, and FiiZory on high,

White like my felf, on fnowy wings fhall fly.

Tu cujus placido pofuere in peitore fedem
Blandus Honos, bilarifgue (tamen cum pondere) Virtus. Stat,Sil.l.2,

The head of Homonr is crowned with a Laurel, as Mertia/ has ador.

ned his Glory after the fame manner, which indeed is but another name
for the fame perfon.

Mitte coronatas Gloria mafla comas.

1 find, fays Cynthis, the Latins mean Courage by the figure of Virtue,as J
well as by the word it felf. Courage was efteemed the greateft perfe-
&ion among them, and therefore went under the name of Virtue in ge-
neral, as the modern Iralians give the fame name on the fame account
to the Knowledge of Curiofities. Should a Roman Painter at prefent
draw the pifture of Virtue, inftead of the Spear and Paratonium that
the bears on old coins, he would give her a Buft in one hand and a Fid-
dle in the other.

Fig3.  The next, fays Philander, is a Lady of a more peaceful charafter,and
had her Temple at Rome.

Salutato crepitat Concordia nido.

She
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She is often placed on the reverfe of an Imperial coin to fhow the good
underftanding between the Emperor and the Emprefs. She has always
a Cornu-copie in her hand, to denote that Plenty is the fruit of Concord.
After this fhort account of the Goddefs, 1 defire you will give me your
opinion of the Deity that is defcribed in the following verfes of Seweca,
who would have her propitious to the marriage of Fafis and Creu/a.
He mentions her by her qualities, and not by her name.

Afper:
Martis fanguineas que cobibet manys,

Que dat belligeris fledera gentibus,
Et cornu retinet divite copianm. Sen. Med. A&, r.

W ho fooths great Mars the warriour God,
And checks his arm diftain’d with blood,
Who joins in leagues the jarring lands,

The horn of Plenty fills her hands.

The defcription, fays Ewugenius, is a copy of the figure we have before
us: and for the future, inftead of any further note on this paflage, I would
have the reverfe you have thown us ftamped on the fide of it. The in-
terpreters of Semeca, fays Pbhilander, will underftand the precedent verfes
as a defcription of Penus, though in my opinion there is only the firft of
them that can aptly relate to her, which at the fame time agrees as well
with Concord: and that this was a Goddefs who ufed to intereft her felf

in marriages, we may fee in the following defcription.

Famdudum pofte reclinis,
Quarit Hymen thalamis intactum dicere carmen,
o wvatem mulcere queat; dat Juno verenda

i
J %x:u!a, et infigni geminat Concordia tedd.
“Statii Epithalamion. Silv. li. 1.

Already leaning at the door, too long
Sweet Hymen waits to raife the nuptial fong,
Her facred bands majeftick Funo lends
And Concord with her flaming rorch attends.

Peace differs as little in her Drefs as in her Charater from Cozcord ¥ig +
You may obferve in both thefe figures that the Veft is gathered up before
them, like an Apron, which you muft fuppofe filled with fruits as well as

the Cornu-copie. 1t is to this part of the Drefs that Tibullus alludes.
At
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At nobisy, Pax alma, veni, [picamgue teneto,
Perfluat et pomis candidus anté finus.

Kind Peace appear,
And in thy right hand hold the wheaten ear,
From thy white lap th’ o’erflowing fruits fhall fall.

Prudentius has given us the fame circumftance in his defcription of Ava-
rice.

—— Awvaritia gremio pracinila capacs. Prud. Pfychomachia.

How proper the emblems of Plenty are to Peace, may be feen in the
fame Poet. :

Interea Pax arva colat, Pax candida primim
Duxit araturos fub juga curva boves ;
Pax aluit vites, et fuccos condidit uve,
Funderet ut nato tefla paterna merum :
PLace bidens vomergue vigent, ——— Tibul. El ro. Lib, 1.

She firft, White Peace, the earth with plough-fhares broke,
And bent the oxen to the crooked yoke,

Firft rear'd the vine, and hoarded firft with care

The father’s vintage for his drunken heir.

The Olive-branch in her hand is frequently touched upon in the old Poets
as a token of Peace.

Virg. Zn. 10.
Ingreditur, ramumque tenens popularis Olive.  Ov.Met. lib. 7.
In his right hand an Olive-branch he holds.

fitrorem

Indomitum duramgue viri defleitere mentem

Pacifico fermone pavant, hoftemqgue propingnum

Orant Cecropie prelatd fronde Minerve. Luc. lib. 3.

Pace orare mantt

—— To move his haughty foul they trye

Intreaties, and perfwafion foft apply;

Their brows Minerva's peaceful branches wear,

And thus in gentleft terms they greet his ear. Mr. Rowe.

Which by the way one would think had been fpoken rather of an A#4/a,
or a Maximin, than Fulius Cefar, - You
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You fee Abundance or Plenty makes the fame figure in Medals as inFig- 5
Horace.

tib: Copia
Manabit ad plenum benigno
Ruris honorum opulenta cornu. Hor, Lib, 1. Od..17.

——Here to thee fhall Plenty flow

And all her riches fhow,
To raife the honour of the quiet plain. Mr. Creech.

The Compliment on this reverfe to Gordianus Pius is exprefled in the
fame manner as that of Horace to Auguftus.

Aurea fruges

Italiam pleno diffudit Copia cornn. Hor. Epift. 12, Lib. r.
Golden Plenty with a bounteous hand
Rich harvells freely {catters o’er our land. Mz, Creech.

But to returmagain to our Virtues, You have here the picture of Fi-Fig.6
delity, who was worfhiped as a Goddefs among the Romans,

Situ oblitns es at Dij meminerunt, meminit Fides. Catul.ad Alphen.

I thould fancy from the following verfes of Firgil and Silius Italicus,
that fhe was reprefented under the figure-of an old woman,

Cana Fides, et Vefla, Remo cum fratre §uirinus
Fura dabunt Virg. An. Lib. 1.

Then banifh’d Faith {hall once again return,

And Veftal fires in hallow’d temples burn,

And: Remus with Quirinus thall fultain

The righteous laws, and fraud and force reftrain.  Mr. Dryden,

ad limina fantle
Tendebat Fidei, fecretague pelfora tentarl.

Arcanis dea leta, polo tum forte remoto

Celicolum magnas volvebat confcia curas.

Ante Fovem generata, decus divumgue bominumaque,
Qud fine non tellus pacem, nom aquora morunt,

Fuflitia confors Sil. Ir. Lib. 2.

He to the fhrines of Fazth his ileps'addreﬂ.
She, pleas’d with fecrets rowling in her breaft,

Far
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Far from the world remote, revolv'd on high
The cares of gods, and counfels of. the sky.
E’er Fove was born fhe grac'd the bright abodes,
Confort of Fuflice, boait of men and gods ;
Without whofe heavenly aid no peace below
‘The ftedfaft earth, and rowling ocean know.

There is a Medal of Heliogabalus infcrib’d Fipes Exercrtus, thar
receives a great light from the preceding verfes. She is pofted between
tweo military Enfigns, for the good quality that the Poet afcribes to her
of preferving the public peace, by keeping the Army true to its Allegi-
ance.

I fancy, fays Eugenius, as you have difcovered the Age of this imagi-
nary Lady, from the defcription that the Poets have made of her, you
may find too the colour of the Drapery that the wore in the old Romaz
paintings, from that Verfe in Horace,

Te Spes et albo rara Fides colir

Velata panno Hor. Od. 35. Lib. r.
Sure Hope, and Friendfbip cloath’d in White,
Attend on thee, ———— Mr. Creech.

One would think, fays Phzlander, by this verfe, that Hope and Fidelity
hath both the fame kind of Drefs. It is certain Hope might have a
fair pretence to White, in allufion to thofe that were Candidates for an
employ. :
quenz ducit hiantem
Cretata ambitip ——— Perf. Sat. 5.

And how properly the Epithet of Rara agrees with her, you may fee in

-the tranfparency of the next figure. She is here drefled in fuch a kind

of Velt as the Latins call a Multicium from the finenefs of its Tiflue,
Your Roman Beaus had their fummer #gga of fuch a light airy make.

Quem tenues decuere toge nitidique capilli. ~ Hor. Ep. 14. Lib. 1.

I that lov'd =——
Curl'd powder’d locks, afine and gawdy gown. Mr. Creech.

I remember, fays Cynthio, Fuvenal rallys Creticus, that was otherwife a
brave rough fellow, very handfomely, on this kind of garment.

fed
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Jfed quid
Non facient alif cum tu multitia fumas,
Cretice 2 et hanc veflemn populo mirante perores
In Proculas et Pollinegs, ———— Juv. Sat 2.
Acer et indomitus Libertatifque magifier,
Cretice, pelluces Ibid.

Nov,. vain Metellns, fhall

From Rome's Tribunal thy harangues prevail
"Gainft harlotry, while thou art clad fo thin,
That thro' thy Cobweb-robe we fee thy skin,

As thou declaim’ft Mr. Tate.
Can’it thou reftore old manners, or retrench '
Rome’s pride, who com’t tranfparent to the Bench? Idem.

But pray what is the meaning that this tranfparent Lady holds up her
train in her left hand? for I find your-women on Medals do nothing with-
out a meaning. Befides, I fuppofe there is a moral precept at leaft couch’d
under the figure fhe holds in her other hand. She draws back her gar-
ment, fays Philander, that it may not incumber her in her march, For
fhe is always drawn in a pofture of walking, it being as natural for Hope
to prefs forward to her proper objeés, as for Fear to fly from them.

SOt canis in vacuo leporem cum Gallicus arvo
Vidit, et bic predam pedibus petit, ille [alutem :
Alter in-bafuro fimilis, jam jamque tewere
Sperat, et extento [lringit vefligia roffro;
Alter in ambiguo eft an fit comprenfis, et ipfis
Mor(fibus eripitur, tangentiaque ora velinguit :
Sic deus et virgo eft : bic [pe celer, tlla timore.
De Apol. et Daph. Ov. Met. Lib. 1.

As when th’ impatient Greyhound {lipt from far,

Bounds o'er the glebe to catch the fearful Hare,

She in her fpeed does all her fafety lay:

And he with double f{peed purfues the prey ;

O’er-runs her at the fitting turn, and licks

His chaps in vain, and blows upon the flix:

She ’fcapes, and for the neighb’ring covert ftrives,

And gaining fhelter doubts if yet fhe lives :

Such was the god, and fuch the flying fair, ;:
Vou. L Nnn She,
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She, urg'd by Fear, her feet did {wiftly move,
But he more fwiftly, who was urg'd by L.ove. Mz, Dryden.

This beautiful fimilitude is, T think, the prettieft emblem in the world
of Hope and Fear in extremity. A flower or bloflfome that you fee in
the right hand is a proper ornament for Fope, fince they are thefe that
we term in poetical language the Hopes of the year.

Fere novo, tunc herba nitens, et roboris expers
Turget et infolida eft, et Spe delettar agrefles.
Ommnia tum florent florumgue coloribus almus

Ridet ager Ov. Met. Lib. 135,

The green flem grows in ftature and in fize,

But only feeds with Hope the Farmer's eyes ;

Then laughs the childifh year with flowrets crown’d,

And lavifhly perfumes the fields around. Mr. Dryden.

The fame Poet in his De faftis, fpeaking of the Vine in flower, ex-
prefles it

In fpe vitis erat Ov. de Faft. Lib. 5.

The next on the Lift is a Lady of a contrary chara@er, and therefore
in a quite different poftuge. As Secwrity is free from all purfuits, fhe
is reprefented leaning carlefly on a pillar. Horace has drawn a pretty
metaphor from this pofture.

Nullum me a labore reclinat otium,
No eafe doth lay me down from pain. M. Creech.

She refts her felf on a pillar, for the fame reafon as the Poets often com-
pare an obftinate refolution or a great firmnefs of mind, to a rock that
is not to be moved by all the affaults of winds or waves.

Non civium ardor prava jubentinm,

Non vultus inflantis tyranni,

Mente quatit folidd, neque Aufler

Dux inquiete turbidus Adrie, ©c, Hor.

The man refolv’d, and fteady to his trufl,
Inflexible to ill, and obftinately juft,

May the rude Rabble’s infolence defpife,
Their fenfelefs clamours and tumultuous eries ;

The
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The tyrant’s fiercenefs he beguiles,
And the {tern brow and the harfh voice defies,
And with fuperior greatnefs fmiles.
Not the rough whirlwind that deforms
Adria’s black gulf: &e. Mr. Creech.

I am apt to think it was on Devices of this nature that Horace had his
eye in his Ode to Forzune. Itis certain he alludes to a pillar that figured
out Security, or {fomething very like it; and till any body finds out ano-
ther that will ftand better in its place, 1think we may content our felves

with this before us.

Te Dacus afper, té profugi Scythe
Vrbefque gentefque et Latium ferox,
Regumqgue matres barbarorum, et
Purpures metuunt tyranni:
Injuriofo né pede proruas
Stantem columnam ; new populus frequens
Ad arma ceffantes, ad arma
Concitet, imperiumgue frangat.
Ad Fortunam. Hor. Lib. 1. Od. 35.

To thee their vows rough Germans pay,
To thee the wandring S¢ythzans bend,
Thee mighty Rome proclaims a friend :
And for their Tyrant fons
The barb’rous Mothers pray
To thee, the greateft guardian of their Thrones.

They bend, they vow, and {till they fear,
Left you fhould kick their Column down,
And cloud the glory of their Crown ;
_ They fear that you would raife
The lazy crowd to war, :
And break their Empire, or confine their praife. Mz, Creech.

I muft however be fo fair as to let you know that Peace and Felicity
have their pillars in feveral Medals as well as Securizy, fo that if you do
not [ike one of them, you may take the other.

g The next Figure is that of Chaflity, who was worfhipped as a God- rig. 10

defs, and had her T¢mple.

Nnn 2 deinde
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deinde ad f[uperos Afirea receffit
Hic comite, atque due pariter fugére forores.

De pudicitia. Juv. Sat. 6.
At length unealy Fuffice upwards flew,

And both the Sifters to the Stars withdrew. . Mr. Dryden.
Templa pudicitie quid opus flatuiffe puellis,
87 cuivis nupte quidiibet effe licet 2 Fibe loiha.

Since wives whate’er they pleafe unblam’d can be,
Why rear we ufelefls Fanes to Chaffity ?

How her pofture and drefs become her, you may fee in the following
verfes.

Ergo fedens welat vultus, obnubit ocellos
Ifta verecundi figna Pudoris erant. Alciat.

She fits, her vifage veil'd, her eyes conceal'd,
By marks like thefe was Chaffity reveald.

Ite procul vitte tenues, infigne pudoris,

Quaque tegit medios inflita longa pedes. Ov. de Art. Aman.
frontem limbo velata pudicam. Claud. de Theod. Conf.
Hence ! ye fmooth fillets on the forehead bound, %

Whofe bands the brows of Cha/fity furround,
And her coy Robe that lengthens to the ground.

She is reprefented in the habit of a Romar Matron.
Matrone preter faciem nil cernere poffis,

Cetera, ni Catia eff, demiffi vefle tegentis. Hor. Sat, 2, Lib. 1.

Befides, a Matron’s face is {feen alone ;
But Kare's, that female bully of the town,
For all the reft is cover’d with a gown.

Mr. Creech.
That, #i Catia eff, fays Cynthio, is a beauty unknown fo moft of our
Englifh Satyrifts. Horace knew how to {tab with addrefs, and to give
a thruft where he was leaft expected. Boilean has nicely imitated him
in this, as well as his other beauties. But our Zuglifb Libellers are for
hewing a man down-right, and for letting him fee at a diftance that be

15
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is tolook for no mercy. I'own to. you, fays Engenius, I have often admi-
red this piece of art in the two Satyrifts yon mentton, and have been {ur-

rized tomeet with a mamdn a Satire that Inever in theleaft expected to
find there. They havea particular wayof hiding their ill nature, and intro-
duce a criminal rather to illuftrate a precept or paflage, than out of any
feeming defign to abufe him.  Our £zglifb Poets on the contrary fhow
a kind of malice prepenfe in their Satires, and inftead of bringing in the
perfon to give light to any part of the Poem, let you fee they writ the
whole Poem on purpofe to abufe the perfon. But we muft not leave
the Ladies thus. Pray what kind of head-drefs is that of Presy ?

As Chaffity, fays Philander, appears in the habit of a Romen matron,
in whom that Virtue was fuppofed to reign in its perfetion,” Piezy wears Fig. rx.
the drefs of the Veftal Virgins, who were the greateft and moft fhining
examples of it. Fittate Sacerdps is you know an expreflion among
the Latin Poéts. I do not queftion but you have {een in the Duke of
Florence's gallery a beautiful antique figure of a woman ftanding before
an Altar, which fome of the Antiquaries call a P7ety, and others a Ve-
ftal Virgin. The woman, Altar, and fire burningon it, are feen in mar-
ble exaétly asin this coinysand bring to my mind a part of a fpeech that
Religion makes in Phedrus’s fables.

Sed ne ignis noffer facinori praluceat, : :
Per quem verendos excolit Pietas deos. Fab. 10, Li. 4.

It is to this Goddefs that Srazius addrefles himfelf in the following lines.

Summa dewm Pietas! cujus gratiffima celo

Rara profanatas infpectant numina terras,

Huc vittata comans niveoque E:{.!E;gr;i.; amiia,

Qualis adhuc prefens, nnllaque expulfa nocentune

Fraude rudes populos atque aurea regna colebas,

Mitibus exequiis ades, et lugentis Hetrufti

Cerne pios fletus, laudatague lumina terge. Statius Sily, Li. 3.

Chief of the Skies, celeftial Piezy!
- Whofe god-head, priz'd by thofe of heavenly birth,
Revifits rare thefe tainted realms of Earth,
Mild in thy milk-white veft, tofooth my friend,
With holy fillets on thy brows defcend,
Such as of old (e’er chac’'d by Guilt and Rage)
! A race unpolifht, and-a- golden age,

Beheld
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Beheld thee frequent. Once more come below,
Mix in the foft folemnities of woe,

See, {ee, thy own Hetrufeus waftes the day

In pious grief; and wipe his tears away.

The little trunk fhe holds in her left hand is the Acerra that you fo often
find among the Poets, in which the frankincenfe was preferv’d that
Piety is here fuppofed to ftrow on the fire, ’

Dantque facerdoti cuffodem thuris acerram. Ov: Met. Li. 13.

Hee tibi pro mato plend dat letus acerrd
Phebe -— Mart. Li. 4. Epig. 45.

¥ig- 12 The figure of Eguity differs but little from that our painters make of
her at prefent. The {cales fhe carries in her hand are fo natural an em-
blem of juitice, that Perfius has turned them into an allegory to ex-
prefs the decifions of right or wrong,

Quirites

Hoc puto non juflum eff, illud male, retfins iftud;

Scis etenim juftum gemind fu/pendere lance

Ancipitis Libre. Socrat, ad Alcibiad. Sat, .

Romans, know,

Againft right reafon all your counfels go;

This is not fair; nor profitable that:

Nor t'other queftion proper for debate.

But thou, no doubt, can’ft fet the bufinefs right,

And give each argument its proper weight:

Know’{t with an equal hand to hold the fcale, ®r.  Mr. Dryden.

Fig.13. "The next figure I prefent you with is Ezernizy. She holds in her hand
a globe with a Phanix on it. How proper a type of Eteruity is each
of thefe you may fee in the following quotations. 1 am fure you will
pardon-the length of the latter asit is not improper to the occafion, and
thows at the fame time the‘great fruitfulnefs of the Poet’s fancy that
could turn the fame theught to fo many different ways.

Hec ALterna manet, divifgue fimillima forma eff,
Cui negue principium eff ufguam, nec finis: in ipfo
Sed fimilis toto remaner, perque omnia par eff,
de Rotunditate Corporum. Manil, Li. .

This
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Thhis form’s eternal, and may jufltly claim

A god-liké nature, all its parts the fame;

Alike, and equal to its {elf ’tis found,

No end’s and no beginning in a round:

Nought can moleft its Being, nought controul,

And this enobles, and confines the whole. Mr, Creech.

s | Par wvolucer fuperis: Stellas qui vividus wequat
Durando, membrifgue terit redeuntibus evum. —
Nam pater eft prolefque fui, nullogue creante
Emeritos artus fecunda morte reformat,
Er petit alternam totidem per fumera vitam, ——
O [enium pofiture rogo, falfifque fepulchris
Natales babiture vices, que fiepe renafci
Exitio, proprioque foles pubefiere letho.
O felix, berefque tuz! guo folvimur omnes,
Hoc tibi fuppeditat vires, prabetur origo
Per cinerem, moritur te non pereunte feneifus.
Vidifli quodcunqgue fuit. Te fecula tefte
Cunéta vevolvuntur : ofti quo tempore pontus
Fuderit elatas fCopulis fagnantibus undas :
wis Phactouvteis erroribus arferit. annus.
Et clades Te nulla rapit, [olufque fuperfles
Edomita tellure manes, non flamina Parce
In Te dura legunt, non_jus habuere nocendi.  de Phenice. Claud.

A God-like bird! whofe endlefs round of years
Outlafts the ftars, and tires the circling fpheres ; ——m
. Begot by none himfelf, begetting none;
Sire of himfelf he is, and of himfelf the fon;
His life in fruitful death renews its date,
And kind deftruétion but prolongs his fate, ——
O thou, fays he, whom harmlefs fires fhall burn, %

Thy age the flame to fecond youth fhall turn,
An infant’s cradle is thy fun’ral urn, —
T'hrice happy Phenix! Heav'n’s peculiar care
Has made thy {elf thy felf’s farviving heir.
By Death thy deathlefs vigour is fupply'd,
Which finks to ruine all the world befide:

Thy
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Thy age, not thee, aflifting Phebus burns,

And vital flames light up thy fun'ral Urns.

W hate’er events have been thy eyes furvey,

And thou art fix’d while ages roll away.

Thou faw’{t when raging ocean burft'his! bed,
O'er-top'd the mountains; and the earth o'er(pread ;
When the rafh youth inflam’d the high abodes,
Scorch’d up the skies, and fcar'd the deathlels Gods.
W hen nature ceafes, thou fhale {till remain,

Nor fecond Chaos bound thy endlefs reign;

Fate’s tyrant laws thy bappier _lot {hall brave,

Bafile deftruétion, and elude the. grave.

The circle of rays that you fee round the head of the Phenix
guifh him to be the bird and off$pring of the Sun.

Solis avi [pecimen e
DVna eft que reparet (eque pfa refeminet ales ;

Affyrii Phanica vocant : nox fruge neque berbis,

Sed Thuris lacrymis, et. [ucco Vivit amoms.

Hec ubi quingne fue complevit fecula vite,

Llicis in vamis, tremuleve. cacumine palme,
Vnguibus et duro [ibi nidum confruit ove :
- Quo fimul ac cafias, ac nardi lenis ariflas

Quaffaque cum fulvi Subflravit cinnama myrrbd,

Se fuper imponit, finitque in odoribus evunz,

Inde ferunt totidem qui vivere debeat annos

Corpore de patrio parvum phenica renafii.

Cum dedit buic etas vires, onerique ferendo efl,
Ponderibus nidi ramos levat arboris alte,

Fertque pius cunafque fitas, patriumygue Sepulchrum,
Perque leves auras Hyperionis urbe potitus

diftin-

Ante fores facras Hyperionis ade reponit. Ov. Met. Li.15.

——— From himfelf the Phenix only {prings:
Self-born, begotten by the parent I'lame,

In which he burn’d, another and the fame.
Who not by corn or herbs his life {uflains,
Bat the fweet eflence of Amowmum drains :

Titanius ales. ‘Claud. de Phenice.

And
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And watches the rich gums Arebia bears,
While yet in tender dew they drop their tears.
He (his five centuries of life fulfill’d)
His neft on oaken boughs ‘begins to build,
Or trembling tops of Palm, and firft he draws
The plan with his broad bill and crooked claws,
Nature's artificers; on this the pile
s form’d, and rifes round ; then with the fpoil
Of Cafia, Cynamon, and {tems of Neard,
(For {oftnefs ftrew'd beneath) his fun’ral bed is rear'd:
; Fun’ral and bridal beth; and all areund
The borders with corruptlefs Myrrh are crown'd,
On this incumbent; ’till 2therial flame
Firft catches, then confumes the coftly frame;
Confumes him too, as on the pile he lies ;
He liv’d on odours, and in odours dies.
An Infant-Phenix from the former {prings,
His father’s heir, and from his tender wings
Shakes off his parent-duft, his method he purfues,
And the fame leafe of lite on the fame terms renews.
When grown to manhood he begins his reign,
And with ftiff pinions can his flight fuftain,
He lightens of its load, the tree that bore
His father’s royal fepulchre before,
And his own cradle: This (with pious care,
Plac’d on his back) he cuts the buxom air,
Seeks the Sun’s city, and his facred church,
And decently lays down his burthen in the porch. Mr. Dryden.

8ic ubi fecundd reparavit morte juventam,

Er patrios idem cineves, colleflagque portat

Onguibus offa piis, Niligue ad lLittora tendens

Onicus extremo Phenix procedit ab Euro:

Conventunt _dgurle; cunéfeque ex orbe volucres

DVt Solis mirentur avem Claud. de laud. Stil. L. 2.

So when his parent’s pile hath ceas’d to burn,

Tow’rs the young Phenix from the teeming urn:

And from the purple eaft, with pious toil

_ Bears the dear reliques to the diftant Nile;

] Vor, L Qoo Him-
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Himfelf a fpecies! Then, the bird of Fove,
And all his plumy hation quit the groves -
The gay harmonious train delighted gaze,
Crowd the proceffion, and refound his praife.

The radiated head of the Phenix gives us the meaning of a paflage in
Aufonius, which 1 was formerly furprized to meet with in the defcrip-
tion of a Bird. But at prefent I am very well fatisfled the Poet muft
have had his eye on the figure of this Bird in ancient fculprure and paint-
ing, as indeed it was impoflible to take it from the life. :

Ter nova Nefforeos implevit purpura fufos,

Et toties terno cornix VivVACIor &U0,

Quam novies terni glomerantem [ecula tratiis

Vincunt eripedes ter terno Neftore cervi,

Tres quorum mtates fuperat Phebeijus ofcetts

Quem novies [enior Gangeticus anteit ales,

Ales cinnameo radiatus tempora nido. Aufon. Eidyll. 11

Apcanum radiant oculi jubar. ignens oves
Cingit honos, rutilo cognatum vertice fidns

Astollit erifiatus apex, ténebrafgue ferend
Luce fecat Claud. de Phen.

His fiery eyes fhoot forth a glitt’ring ray,
And round his head ten thoufand glories play:
High on his creft, a Star_celeftial bright
Divides the darknefs with its piercing light.
Procul ignea lucer
Ales, oderati redolent cui cinnama buffs. ClL de laud. Sul.L.2.
If you have a mind to compare this fcale of Beings with that of Hefivd,,
I fhall give it you in a tranflation of that Poet.

Ter binos deciefgue novem fuper-exit in 4Hnos

Fufla fenefientum quos imples vita virorim. .

Hos novies fuperat vivendo garrwla Cornix :

Et quafer egreditur cornicis Sfecula cervis,

Alipedem cervum ter vineit Corvus: at illum

Multiplicat novies "Phaniz, reparabicis alés.

Quam vos perpetio decies pravertitis @90

Nymphe Hamadryades: guarum lingiffima Vita e

Eli cohibent fines vitacia fata aniniantun. Attlon. Eidyl. 18.
The
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he utmolt age to man the Gods aflign
Are winters three times two, and ten times nine:
Poor man nine times the prating Dawes exceed:
Three times the Dawe’s the Deer’s more lafting breed :
The Deer’s full thrice the Raven’s race outrun:
Nine times the Raven Tizan’s feather'd fon:
Beyond his age, with youth and beauty crown’d,
The Hamadryads fhine ten ages round :
Their breath the longeft is the Fates beflow ;
And fuch the bounds to mortal lives below.

A man had need be a good Arithmetician, fays Cywz/io, to underftand
this Author’s works. His defcription rums on like a Multiplication Ta-
ble. But methinks the Poets aught to have agreed a Jittle betterin the
calculations of a Bird’s life that was probably of their own creation.
We generally find a great confufion in the traditions of the ancients,
fays Philander. It {eems 1o me, from the next Medal, it was an opinion Fig. 14.
among them, chat the Phenix renewed her {elf at the beginning of the
great year, and the return of the Golden Age. This opinion I find touch-
ed upon in a couple of lines in Clandian.

Quicquid ab externis ales longeva colonis
Colligit, optati referens exordia feecti,  Claud.de rapt. Prof Li.2.

The perfon in the midft of the civcle is fuppofed to be Fupiter, by the
Author that has publifhed this Medal, but I fhould rather take it for the
figure of Time. I remember I have feen at Rome an antique Statue of
Time, with a wheel or hoop of matble in his hand, as Seneca defcribes
him, and not with a ferpent as he is generally reprefented.

properat curfu
Vita citato, volucrigque die
Rota precipitis volvitur anns. Herc.fur. Act. 1,

Life pofts away,
And day from day drives on with {wift.carreer
The wheel that hurries on the headlong year.

As the circle of marble in his hand reprefents the common year, fo this
that encompafles him is'a proper reprefentation of the great year, which
is the whole round and comprehenfion of Time. For when this is fini-
! {hed, the heavenly bodies are fuppofed to begin their courfes anew, and
Ooo0 2 to
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to meafure over again:the feveral periods and divifions of years, months,
days, @e. into which the great year is diftinguifhed.

confumrto, Magnus qui dicitur, anno
Rurfus in antiquum venient vaga [idera curfim :

Qualia difpofit [fleterant ab origine munds. Aufon. Eidyl. 18,

When round the great Platonick year has turn’d,
In their old ranks the wandring {tars fhall {tand
As when fir{t marfhal'd by th’ Almighty’s hand.

To fum up therefore the thoughts of this Medal. The infeription teaches
us that the whole defign muft refer to the Golden Age which it lively re-
prefents, if we fuppofe the circle that encompafles Zime, or if you pleafe
Fupiter, fignifies the finithing of the great year ; and that the Phenix
figures out the beginning of a new feries of time. So that the compli-
ment on this Medal to the Emperor Adrian, is in all refpects the fame
that Firgil makes to Pollio’s fon, at whofe birth he fuppofes the anmus

magnus or platonical year run out, and renewed again with the opening
of the Golden Age.

Magnus ab integro feclorum nafeitur ordo;
Fam redit et Virgo, redeunt Saturnia regna :
Et nova progenies celo demittitur alto. Virg. Ec. 4.

The time is come the §idyls long foretold, 2
And the bleft maid reftores the Age of Gold
In the great wheel of Time before enroll’d.

Now a great progeny from Heav'n defcends. = L.d. Landerdule:

nunc adeff mundo dies

Supremis ille, qui premat genus impinm

Cels ruind 5 ruarfius ut flirpem novam

Generet renafcens melior : ut quondam tulit

Fuvenis tenente regna Saturno poli, Sen. Oet, At 2.

The laft great day is come;

When earth and all her impious fons fhall lie-

Cruiht in the ruines of the falling sky,

Whence frefle fhall rife, her new-born realms to grace,,
A pious offspring and.a purer race,

Such as e’erwhile in golden ages fprung, :

When Saturn govern'd, and the world was young;

¥ou
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You may compare the defign of this reverfe, if you pleafe, with one of
Conflantine, 1o 'far as the Phewnix is concerned in both. As for the other
figure, we may have occafion to {peak of it in another place. F7d. 15
figure. King of France’s Medalions.

The next figure thadows out Efernity to us, by the Sun in one hand Fig.16.
and the Moon in the other, which in the language of facred poetryis as
long as the Sun and Moon endureth. 'The heathens made choice of thefe
Lights as apt fymbols of Erterwity, becaufe contrary to all fublunary Be-
ings, though they feem to perifh every night, they renew themfelves every
morning.

Soles occidere et redire poffunt ;
Nobis cum [emel occidit brevis lux,
- Nox eft perpetua una dormienda. Catul.

The Suns fhall often fall and rife:
But when the fhort-liv’d: mortal: dies
A night eternal {eals his eyes.

Horace, whether in imitation of Catwllts or not, has applied the fame
thought to the Moon : and that too in the plural number.

| Damna tamen celeres reparant celeflia lune :
' Nos ub: decidimus
- Qui pinws AEneas, quo Tullys dives; et dncusy
Pulvis er umbra fumus. Hor. Od. 7. Lib. 4

Fach lofs the haflning Moon repairs again.

But we, when once our race is done,
With Twllies and Anchifes’ fon,
(Tho rich like one, like t'other good)
To duft and fhades, without a Sun,
Defcend, and fink in dark oblivion’s flood. Sir. V. Temple..

In the next figure Eternity fits on a. globe of the:heavens adorned Fig. 17,
with ftars. We have already feen how priper an emblem of Erernity
the globe is, and may find the duration of the{tars made ufe of by the.
Poets, as an expreflion of what is never like to.end.

———— Stellas qui vividus wequas:
Dy andy —m—— Claud:.

o R
! S iR
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“Polus dum fidera pafiet,
Semper bonos nomenque thinm landefgue manebunt.  Virg, Fn.L.x,

Lucida dum current annofi fidera mundi, B¢, Sen. Med,

rid. 1 might here tell you that Ezernity has a covering on her head, becaufe
Fig. 13:\pe can néver find ‘out her 'beginning ; that her legsare bare, becaufe we
fee only thole parts of her that are altually running on ; that fhe fits ona

globe and bears a Tcepter in her hard, to fhew fhe is fovereign Midtrefs

of all things: but for any of thefe aflertions1 have no warrant from the

“Poets?

You muft excufe me, if I have been longer than ordinary on fuch a
Fig. 18.fubje@ as Eternity. The next you fee is #4ctory, to whom the Medal-
lifts as well as Poets never fail to give a pair of wings.

Adfuit ipfa fuis Ales Victoria— Claud.de 6. Conf. Honor.
dubifs volitat Viftoria pennis. Oy.
niveis Victoria concolor alis. Sil. It
The palm branch and lawrel were both the rewards of Conquerors, and
therefore no improper ornaments for P7éfory. .
lente Victeris prawmia palme. Oy. Met. ’
Et palme pretium Victoribus. Virg. &n. 5.

Tu ducibus letis aderis cum leta trinmphum

Fox canet, et longas vifent capitolia pompas.
Apollo ad Laurum, Oy. Met.

Thou fhalt the Roman feftivals adorn ;

Thou fhalt returning Cefer's triumphs grace,

When pomps fhall in a long proceflion pafs. Dryden.
By the way you may obferve the lower plaits of ‘the Drapery that {feem
to have gathered the wind intothem. I have {een abundance of antique
figures in Seulpture and Painting, with juft the fame turn in the lower
foldings of the Veft, when the perfon that wears it is in a pofture of
tripping forward. : y

Obviague adverfas vibrabant flamina Vefles. Ov. Met, Lib. 1.

—As
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—— LA fhe fled, the winid
Increaling, {pread her flowing hais behind s

And left her legs and thighs expos’d to view. Dryden.
tennes finuantur flamine veffes. Id, Lib. 2.

It is worth while to compare this figure of Fiffory with her Statue as it
is defcribed in a very beautiful patlage of Pradentius.

Now aris non farre mole Viitoria felix
Exorata venit: labor impiger, afpera virtns,
Vis animi, excellens ardor, violentia, cura,
Hanc tribaune, durum traflandis vobur in armis.
Que fi defuerint bellantibus, aurea quamvis
Marmoreo in templo rutilas Viitoria pinnas
Lxplicet, ef multis furgat formata talentis:
Non aderit veflifque offenfa videbitur baflis.
Quid miles propriis diffifies viribus optas
Irrita feminee tibimet folatia forme?
Nunquam pennigeram legio ferrata pucllam
Vidit anhelantum regeret que tela wirorum.
Vincend: queris dominam 2 fua dextra cuique eff,
£t Deus omnipotens. Non pexo crime virago,
Nec nudo fifpenfa pede, [lrophiogue revinéta,
Nec rumidas fluitante finu vefiita papillas.
Prudentius contra Symm. Li. 2

Shall Piéfory intreated lend her aid

For cakes of flower on {fmoaking Altars laid?
Her help fromtoils and watchings hopc to find,
From the ftrong body, and undaunted mind:
If thefe be wanting on th’embattel’d plain,.

Ye fue the unpropitious maid in vain.

Though in her marble temples taught to blaze
Her dazling wings the golden dame difplays;
And many a talent in due weight was told
To fhape her God-head in the curious monld,,
Shall-the roughr foldier of ‘himfelf defpair,

And hope for female vifions in the air?

What legion fheath’d in irone’er furvey’d
Their darts dire¢ted by this winged maid!’

Dot

S
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Do'ft thou the power that gives {uccefs demand?

Tis He th’ Almighty, and thy own right hand ;

Not the fmooth Nymph, whofe locks.in knots are twin'd,
Who bending fhows her naked foot behind,
*“Who girds the virgin zone beneath her- breaft,

And from her bofom heaves the {welling veft.

Fig.19. You have here another Pifforythat 1 fancy Clandian had in his view
when he mentions her wings, palm and Lrophy in. the following defcrip-
tion. It appears ona Lom of Conflantine who lived about an ‘age before
Claudzan, and | believe we fhall find that itis not the only piece of an-
tique fculpture that this Poet has copied out in his deferiptions.

cum toris exurgens ardua pennis

Ipfa duci facras Viéloria panderet edes,

£t palma viridi gandens, et amicta tropheis.

Claud. de Lau. Stil, L. 3.

On all her plumage rifing ‘when fhe threw

Her facred fhrines wide-open to thy view,
How pleas’d for thee her emblems to difplay,
With pa!ms diftinguifh’d, and with trophies gay.

Fig.20. Lhe laft of our imaginary Beings is Lzberty. - In her left hand fhe car-
ries the wand that the Larins call the Rudis or Vindidta, and in her
right the cap of Liberty, The Poets ufe the fame kinds of metaphors to
exprefs Liberty. 1T fhall quote Horace for the firft whom Owid has imi-
tated on the fame occafion, and for the latter Martial.

—————————donatum jam rude gqueris
Mecenas iterum antiquo me includere ludo.  Hor. Lib. 1. Epift, 1.

tardd wvires minuente [(éneéld
Me quogue donari jam rude tempus erat. Ov.de Tr. Lib. 4. El 8.

Since bent beneath the load of years I ftand,
I too might claim the freedom-giving wand.
Quod te nomine jam tuo faluto

Quem regem, et dominum privs vocabam,
INé me dixeris effe contumacem

Totis pilea farcinis redemi, Mar. Lib. 2. Epig. 68,

By
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By thy plain name though now addreft,

Though once my King and Liord. confeft,

Frown not : with all my goods I buy

The precious Cap of Liberty.
[ cannot forbear repeating a paflage out of Per/fius, fays Cynthio, that in
my opinion turns the ceremony of making a Freeman very handfomely
into ridicule. It feems the clapping a Cap on his head and giving him 2
Turn on the heel were necefary circumftances. A Slave thus qualified
became a Citizen of Rome, and was honoured with a name more than be-
longed to any of his Forefathers, which Per/fus has repeated with a
great deal of humour.

e —

Heu fleriles veri, quibus una Quiritem

Vertigo facit ! hic Dama eff, non treflis agafs,

Vappa, et lippus, et in tenui farragine mendasx.

Ferterit bunc dominus, momento turbinis exit

Marcus Dama. Pape ! Marco [pondente, recufas

Credere tu nummos 2 Marco fub Fudice palles ?

Marcus dixit, ita eff : affigna, Marce, tabellas.

Hezc mera libertas: hane nobis pilea donant. Perf. Sat, 5.

That falfe Enfranchifement with eafe is found ;
Slaves are made Citizens by turning round.
How ! replies one, can any be more free ?
Here’s Dama, once a Groom of low degree,
Not worth a farthing, and a Sot befide ;

So true a Rogue, for lying’s fake he ly’d :
But, with a Turn, a Freeman he became ;
Now Marcus Dama is his W orfhip’s name,
Good Gods! who wou'd refufe to lend a fum,
If wealthy Marcus {urety wou'd become!
Marcus is made a Judge, and for a proof

Of certain truth, be faid iz, is enough.

A Will is to be prov’d ; put in your claim ;
"Tis clear, i Marcus has fubfcrib’d his name.
This is true liberty, as I believe ;

‘What farther can we from our Caps receive,
Than as we pleafe without controul to live ? Mr. Dryden.

Viow.:l. Ppp Since
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Since you have given us the ceremony of the Cap, fays Eugenius, Tll
give you that of the Wand, out of Claudian.

Te faflos ineunte quater, [ollennia Iudit

Omina libertas. dedullum Vindice morem

Lex celebrat, famulufque jugo baxatus herils

Ducitur, et grato remeat [ecurior iftu.

Triftis conditio pulfata fronte recedit :

In civem rubuere gene, rergogue removit

Perbera promifi felix' injuria vots. Claud. de 4. Conf. Hon.

The Grato iétu and the felix injuria, {ays Cynthig, would have told us
the name of the Author, though you had faid nothing of him. There
is none of all the Poets that delights fo much in thefe pretty kinds of
contradi@tions as Clandian. He loves to fet his Epithet at variance with
its fubftantive, and to furprize his Reader with a feeming abfurdity. If
this Poet were well examined, one would find that fome of his greateft
bezuties as: well as faults arife from the frequent ufe of this particular
figure.

I queftion not, fays Philander, but you are tired by this time with the
company of fo myterious a fort of Ladies as thofe we haye had before
us. We will now, fot our diverfion, entertain our felves with a fett of
Riddles, and fee if we can find a key to them among the ancient Poets,

Second The firft of them, fays Cynthio, is a Ship under fail, T fuppofe it has at

Serier,

Fig. 1. leaft 2 metaphor or moral precept for its cargo. This, fays Philander,

is an emblem of Happinefs, as you may fee by the infcription it carries
in its fails. We find the fame Device to exprefs the fame thought in
feveral of the Peets: as in FHorace, when he fpeaks of the moderation
to be ufed in a flowing fortune, and in Ovid when he reflefts on his
paft happinefs. :

Rebus anguflis animofis atgue
Fortis appare : [apienter idem
Contrabes vento nimiim fecundo
Turgida vela. Hor, Od. ro. Lib. 2.

When Fortune fends a formy wind,

Then fhew a brave and prefent mind ;

And when with too indulgent gales

She {wells too much, then furl thy fails, Mz, Creech.

Nominis
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Nominis et fame quondam fulgore trahebar,
Dum tulit antennas aura [écunda meas.

Ov. de Trif. Lib, 5. El 12,

En ego, mop paucis quondam munitis amicis,
Dum flavit velis aura fecunda meis. 1d. Epift.ex Ponto 3. Lib. 2.

I liv'd the darling Theme of ev'ry tongue,

The golden Idol of th’ adoring throng ;

Guarded with friends, while Forzune’s balmy gales
W anton’'d aufpicious in my {welling fails.

You fee the Metaphor is the fame in the Verfes as in the Medal, with
this diftin&ion only, that the one is in words and the other in figures.
The Idea is alike in both, though the manner of reprefenting it is diffe-
rent. If you would fee the whole Ship made ufe of in the fame fenfe by
an old Poet, as it is here on the Medal, you may find it in a pretty Alle-
gory of Seneca.

Fata fi liceat mib:

Fingere arbitrio meo,

Temperem zsephyro levi

Vela, né prefle gravi

Spiritu antenne tremant.

Lenis et modicé fluens

Aura, nec vergens latus,

Ducat intrepidam ratem. Sen. OEdip. Chor. Act. 4.

My fortune might I form at will,

My canvas Zephyrs foft fhould fill

With gentle breath, left ruder gales

Crack the main-yard, ‘or burit the fails.

By winds that temperately blow

The Barque fhould pafs fecure and {low,

Nor fcar me leaning on her fide : °

~ Bat fmoothly cleave th’ unrffled tide.

After having confidered the Ship as a Metaphor, we may now ook on it
as a Reality, and obferve in it the Make of the old Roman veflels, as they
are defcribed among the Poets, It is carried on by oars and fails at the
fame time.

Ppp = Sive
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Sive opug eft velis.minimam beng currit ad anrvam,
Sive opus eft remo remige carpir ater, . Qv.de Trif. Liir El xe,
The Poop of it has the bend that Ovid and 77rgi/ mention.
puppigue recurve. Ibid. Li. 12El 3.

littora curve
Pretexunt puppes Virg.

You fee the defcription of the Pilot, and the place he fits on, in the fol-
lowing quotations.

Ipfe gubernator puppi Palinurus ab altd. Virg. &An, Li. 5,

Ipfins ante oculos ingens a vertive pontus
In puppin ferit. excuiitur, pronufque magifler _
Volvitur in caput. Id. An. Li.1.

Orontes’ bark, that bore the Lyeian crew,

(A horrid fight) ev’n in the Hero’s view,

From {tem to ftern, by waves was overborn;

The trembling Pilot, from his rudder torn,

Was headlong hurl’d ; Mz, Dryden.

Segnemgque Menaten,

Oblitus decorifque fui fociimque falutis,

I mare pracipitem puppi deturbat ab altd :

Ipfe gubernaclo reélor fubit. Id. ZEn. Li 5.

Mindlefs of others lives, (fo high was grown

His rifing rage,) and carelefs of his own:

The trembling dotard to the deck he drew,

And hoifted np, and overboard he threw ;

This done, he feiz’d the helm \ Mr. Dryden.

I have mentioned thefe two laft paffages of Pirgi/, becaufe I think we
cannot have fo right an idea of the Eilot’s misfortune in each of them,
without obferving the fituation of his poft, as appears in ancient Coins.
The figure you fee on the other end of the fhip is a 77:zo#, 2 man in his
upper parts, and 4 fifh below with a trumpet in his mouth. = Pirgil de-
{cribes him in the fame manner on one of AEneas’s thips. It was proba-
bly a commeon figure on their ancient veflels, for we meet with it too in
Silius Italicus.

Hune

|
|
|




b R - T e ar
— e o

of Ancient M ED AL s. 477

Hune wvebit immanis Triton, et cerula conchd

Exterrens freta: cui lateruwm tenus hifpida nants

Frons bominem prefert, in priflim definit alvus;

Spumea femifero fub peitere murmurat unda. Vir. En. Li. 1o

The Friton bears him, he, whofe trumpet’s found

Old Ocean’s waves from thore to fhore rebound.

A hairy man above the walte he thews,

A Porpoife tail down from his belly grows, 2
The billows murmur, which his breaft oppofe.  Ld. Lam’w*dm’s.g

Q?J'M'J'M.r‘.?' et Libye puppis fignata figuram _
Et Triton captivus. ot It L na,

lam apt to think, fays Eugenins, from certain paffages of the Poets, chat
feveral fhips made choice of fome God or other for their guardians, as
among the Roman Catholics every veffel is recommended to the patro-
nage of fome particular Saint, To give you an inftance of (two or three.

Bt milii firque precoy flavae rutela Minerve
Navis Ov, deI'nf Li. 1. El. 10,

Numen erat celfe puppis vicina Dione., oil. Ir. Li. 14,

Hammon numen erat Libyce gentile carine,
Cornigerdque fedens fpeétabat cerula fronte. Ibid.

The poop great Ammon Libya's god difplay’d,
Whofe horned front the nether flood furvey’d.

The figure of the Deity was very large; as I have feen it on other Me-
dals as well as this you haye fhown us, and {tood on one end of the vef-
fel that it patronifed. This may give us an image of a very beautiful cir-
camitance that we meet with in a couple of wrecks defcribed by Sidins
Italicus, and Perfius,

Subito cum pondere viilus
Infiliente mari fubmergitur alveus yndis.
Scuta virdm criffeque, et inert: [picula ferro
Tuteleque Dedm fuitant, ———— Sil. Te. Li.ra.

Sunk by a weight fo dreadful down fhe goes,
And o’er her head the broken billows clofe,
Bright fhields and crefts float round the whirling floods,
And ufelefs {pears confus’d with tutelary Gods.
—Irabe
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trabe ruptd Bruttia faxe

Prendit amicus inops, remqgue omnem [urdaque vota

Condidit : Ionio jacet ipfe in littore, et una

fugentes de puppe Dei, jamque obvia mergis

Cofla ratis lacera. Perf, Sat. 6.

My friend is {hipwreck’d on the Brufian {irand,
_His riches in th’Jonser main are loft;

And he himfelf ftands fhivring on the coait.
Where, deftitute of ha.!p, forlorn and bare,

He wearies the deaf Gods with fruitlefs pray’r.
Their images, the relicks of the wrack, ]
Torn from their naked poop, are tided back

By the wild waves; and rudely thrown-afhore,

Lie impotent, nor can themfelves reftore.

The veflel fticks, and fhews her open’d fide,

And on her fhatter’d maft the Mews in triumph ride.  Mr. Dryden.

——ee

You will think perhaps I carry my conjeftures too far, if I tell you that I
fancy they are thefe Kind of Gods that Herace mentions in his Allego-

rical veflel which was fo broken and fhattered to pieces; for [ am apt to
think that zmfegra relates to the Gods as well as the Lznzea.

i

now tibi funt integra linteq,
Non Dii, quos iterum pre(fa voces malo. Hor.Od. 14. Lib. 1.

Thy ftern is gone, thy Gods. are loft,
And thou haft none to hear thy cry,
When thou on dang’rous fhelves art toft,
When billows rage, and winds are high. Mr. Creech.

et I P

Since we are engaged fo far in .the Roman {hipping, fays Philander,
Fig. 2.7l here fhow you a Medal that has on its reverfe a Roffrum with three
teeth to it: whence Silius’s trifidum roftrum and Virgil's voftrifyue tri-
dentibus, which in fome editions is ffridentibus, the Editor chufing ra-
ther to make a falfe quantity than to infert a word that he did not know

the meaning of. Flaccus gives us a Roflrum of the fame make.

volat immiffis cava pinus babenis
Unfinditgue falum, et (Pumas vomit-zre tridents.
Val, Flac. Argon. Li.r.

A




’ L 8
2 . . it i RN S a e e .
. : A A - P ety iy s b S - :
p— ——— o i iy

o 4

of Ancient MED AL s. 479

A Ship-carpenter of old Rome, fays Cynthio, could not have talked ‘more
judicioufly. Iam afraid, if we let youalone, you willfind out every plank
and rope about the veflel among the Larz Poets: Let us now, if you
pleafe, go to the next Medal.

The nexty {ays Philander, is a pair of Scales, which we meet with on Fig. 3.
{everal old Coins. They are commonly interpreted as an emblem of the
Emperor’s Juftice. ~ But why may not we fuppofe that they allude fome-
times to the Balance in the Heavens, which was the reigning conftellation
of Rome and Iraly. Whether it be {o or no, they are capable methinks
of receiving a nobler interpretation than what is commonly put on them,
if we fuppofe the thought of the reverfe tobe the fame as that in Manilius.

He(periam fua Libra tenet, qué condita Roma

Et propriis frenat pendentem nutibus orbem,

Orbis et Imperium retinet, difcrimina rerum

Lancibus, et pofitas gentes tollitque premitque :

Qua genitus cum fratre Remus banc condidit nrbem, Manil, Lib. 4.

The Scales rule Ztaly, where Rame commands,

And fpreads its empire wide to foreign lands:

They hang upon her nod, their fates are weigh'd

By her, and laws are {ent to be obey’d:

And as her pow’rful favour turns the poize,

How low fome nations {ink and others rife!

Thus guide the Scales, and then to fix our doom, J: So fd”
They gave us * Cefar, Founder of our Rome. N Greech, o

i
The Thunderbolt is a reverfe of Auguffus. We fee it ufed by the great- Fig. 4.
eft Poet of the fame age to exprefs a terrible and irrefiftable force in bat-
tle, which is probably the meaning of it on this Medal, for in another
place the fame Poet applys the fame metaphor to Augufius’s perfon.

——— duo Fulbming belli
Scipiadas

Virg. An. Lib. 6.

———Who ean declare

The Sczpio’s worth, thofe Thunderbolts of war? Mr Dryden.
—————————dum Cefar ad altum

Fulminat Euphratem bellp —— Id. Georg. Lib. 4.

‘While mighty Cefar, thund'ring from afar,
Seeks on Ewuphrates”banks the fpoils of war. Mr. Dryden.

C
A
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I have fometimes: wondered, fays Eungenins; why the Latin Poets {o fre-
quently give the Epithets of #oifidun and grifielcam vo the Thunderbol,
am now perfuaded they took it from the fculptors and painters: that lived
before them, and had generally given it three forks as in the prefent fi-
gure.  Firgélinfilts on the number three in its defeription; and feems to
hint at the wings we fee on it.,  He has worked up fucha noife and tep.
ror. in the compofition of his Thunderbolt as cannot be exprefied by a
pencil or graving-tool ;

Tres imbris tort: radios, tres nubts agquofe

Addiderant, rutils rres ignis, et Alitis Auflrs.

Fulgores nunc terrificos fonstumgue metumaque i

Mifechant operi, flammifgue fequacibusiras:  Virg. AFn. Lib. 8. '

Three rays of writhen rain, of fire three more,

Of winged fouthern winds, and cloudy {lore

As many parts, the dreadful mixture frame,

And fears are added, and avenging flame. Mr. Dryden,

Fig. . Our next reverfe is an '‘Oaken Garland, which we'find on abundance of
Imperial Coins. I fhall 'not here multiply quotations to thow that the gar-
land of Oak was the reward of fuch as had faved the life of a citizen, but
will give you a paflage out of Clandian, where the compliment to .S¢:/ico
is the fame that we have here on the Medal. I queftion not. but the old
Coins gave the thought t6 ‘the Poer.

Mos erat in veterum caffris, ut tempora quevce
Velaret, validis qui fufo viribus bofle
Cafurum potust morti fubducere civem.
At tibhi que poterit pro tantis civica reddi
Menions ¢ aut guante penfabunr faita corone?
Clau. de Lau. Siil. Lib. 3.

Of old, when in the war’s tumultuous ftrife

A Roman {av'd a brother Roman’s life,

And foil'd the threatning foe, our Sires decreed

An Oaken Garland for the victor’s meed.

Thou, who haft fav'd whole crowds, whele towns fet free,
What groves, what woods, thall furnith crowns for thee ?

It is not to be fuppofed that the Emperor had attually covered a Romar
in battle. It is enough thar he had driven out a tyrant, gained a vi¢tory

or |
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or reftored Juftice. For in any of thefe or the like cafes he may very
well be faid to have faved the life of a citizen, and by confequence enti-
tled to the reward of it. Accordingly we find »7rgs/ diftributing his Oaken
garlands to thofe that had enlarged or {trength’'ned the dominions of
Rome; as we may learn from Stzatius that the ftatue of Carizus, who had
facrificed himfelf for the good of the people, had the head furrounded
with the fame kind of ornament. .

.«:’z’rgﬂe utrbrata gerunt civili tempora quercu.
Hi tibi Nomentum, et Gabios, urbemgue Fidenam,

Hi Collatinas imponent montibus arees. Virg. An. Lib. 6.

But they, who crown’d with Oaken wreaths appear,

Shall Gabian walls and ftrong Fidena rear:

WNomentum, Bola, with Pometia, found;

And raife Colatian tow’rs on rocky ground. Mr. Dryden.

Ipfe loci cuflos, cujus facrata vorago,

Famofut[que lacus nomen memorabile fervat,

Innumeros #ris fonitus, et verbere crudo

Ot fenfit mugire forum, movet horrida fanito

Ora fitu, meritdque caput venerabile quercw.  Statius Sylv, Lib. 1.

The Guardian of that Lake, which boafls to claim
A fure memorial from the Curtzer name ;

Rous’d by th’artificers, whofe mingled found
From the loud Forum pierc’d the fhades profound,
The hoary vifion rofe confefs’'d in view,

And fhook the Civic wreath that bound his brow.

The two horns that you fee on the next Medal are emblems of Plexty. Fig.c.

—— apparetque beata pleno
Copia Cornu. Hor, Car. Szc.

Your Medallifts tell us that two Horns on a Coin fignify an extraordi-
nary Plenty. But I fee no foundation for this conjeture. Why fhould
they not as well have ftamped two Thunder-bolts, two Caducens’s, or
two Ships, to reprefent an extraordinary force, a lafting pr:”tce, or an un-
bounded happinefs. T rather think that the double Cornu-copia relates to
the double tradition of its original. - Some reprefenting it as the horn of
Achelous broken off by Herculer, and others as the horn of the Goat
that gave fuck to Fupiter. :

Yoz, 1. Q qq e 74 2
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rigidum fera dextera corni
Dum tenet, infregit; truncagque a fronte revellit.
Naiades boc, pomis et odoro flore repletum,
Sacrdrunt 5 divefgue meo bona Copia cornu eff,
Dixerat : at Nymphe ritu fucciniia Diane
Una miniftrarum, fufis utringue capillis,
Inceffit, totumque tulit predivite cornu
Autumnum, et menfas felicia poma fecundas. .

De Acheloi Cornu. Ov. Met. Lib. 9.

Nor yet his fury cool'd; ’twixt rage and fcorn,
From my maim’d front he bore the ftubborn horn
This, heap’d with flowers and fruits the Nazads bear,
Sacred to Plenty and the bounteous year.
He {poke; when lo a beauteous Nymph appears,
Girt like Diana’s train, with flowing hairs ;
The horn fhe brings, in which all Autumn’s ftor’d ;
And ruddy apples for the fecond board. Mr. Gay.

Lac dabat illa Deo; [ed fregit in arbore cornu:
Truncaque dimidid parte decoris erat.
Suftulit boc Nymphe ; cinctumque recentibus herbis,
Et plenum pomis ad Fovis ora tulit,
Ille, ubi res cwli tenmit, [fobioque paterno
Sedit, et invicto nil fove majus erat,
Sidera nutricem, nutricis fertile cornu
Fecit; quod domine nunc guogue nomen habet.
De Cornu Amalthez. Ov. de Faft. Lib. =

The God fhe fuckled of old Rbesz born ;

And 1n the pious office broke her horn,

As playful in a rifted Oak the toft

Her heedlefs head, and half its honours loft.
‘¥air Amalthea took it off the ground,
With apples fill'd it and with garlands bound,
Which to the fmiling infant fhe convey’'d.
He, ‘when the fceptre of the Gods he fway'd,
When bold he feiz’d his father’s vacant throne,
And reign'd the tyrant of the skies alone,

Bid his rough nurfe the ftarry Heavens adorn.
And grateful in the Zodiac fix'd her Horn,

. Betwixt
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Betwixt the double Corwu-copiz you {fee Mercury's rod.

Cyllenes cwligue decus, facunde minifter,
Aurea cui forto virga dracone virer.  Mart. Lib. 7. Epig. 74.

Defcend, -Cyllene’s tutelary God,
With ferpents twining round thy golden rod.

It ftands on old Coins as an emblem of Peace, byreafon of its ftupifying
quality that has gained it the title of Pirga fommifera. It has wings, for
another quality that F7rgi/ mentions in his defcription of it.

bac fretus ventos et nubila tranat. Virg.

Thus arm’d, the God begins his airy race,
And drives the racking clouds along the liquid fpace. Mr. Dryden.

The two heads over the two Cornu-copie are of the Emperor’s children,
who are fometimes called among the Poets the pledges of Peace, as they
took away the occafions of war in cutting off all difputes to the fuccef-
fion.

tu mihi primum
Tot natorum memoranda parens——
Vtero toties enixa gravi

Pignora pacis. . Sen. Octav, A&, s.

Thee firft kind anthor of my joys,
Thou fource of many fmiling boys,
Nobly contented to beftow

A pledge of peace in every throe.

This Medal thereforé compliments the Emperor on his two children,
whom 1t reprefents as public bleflings that promife Peace and Plenty to
|  the Empire.

~

| The two hands that joyn one another are Emblems of Fidelity. Fig.
Ov. Met. L. 14.

Inde Fides dextreque date

Sociemus animos, pignus hoc fidei cape,
Continge dextram —— Sen. Herc. Fur. A&. 2.

en dextra fidefgue
Quem fecum patrios aiunt portare penates! Virg. Zn. Lib. 4.

Qggz=v: See




Fig. 8.

484  D1ALOGUES upon'the Ufefulmoﬁ

See now the promis’d faith} the vaunted name,

The pious man, who, rufhing thro’ the flame,

Preferv’d his Gods Mr. Dryden.
By the Infcription we may fee that they reprefent in this place the Fidelity
or Loyalty of the public towards their Emperor. The Caduceus rifing be-
tween the hands fignifies the Peace that arifes from fuch an union with
their Prince, as the fpike of Corn oneach fide fhadows out the Plenty
that is the fruit of fuch a peace. '

Pax Cererem nutrit, pacis alurmna Ceres.  Ov. de Faft. Lib. 1.

The giving of a hand, in the reverfe of Clandius, is atokenof good will.
For when, after the death of his nephew Caligula, Claudins was in no
{fmall apprehenfion for his own life, he was, contrary to his expeétation,
well received among the Prerorian guards, and afterwards declared their
Fmperor. His reception is here recorded on a Medal, in'which' one of
the Enfigns prefents him his hand, in the fame fenfe as Anchifes gives it
in the following verfes.

Ipfe pater dextram Anchifes baud multa moratus
Dat juveni, atque animum prafenti munere firmat.
' _ Virg. ZAn. Lib. 3.

The old weather-beaten foldier that carries in his hand the Roman Eagle,
is the fame kind of officer that you meet with in F#venafs fourteenth
Satire.

Dirue Maurorum attegias, caffella Brigantum,

Ut locupletem Agquilam tibi fexagefinys annus

Afferat

I remember in one of the Poets the Signiferis defcribed with a Lion’s
<kin over his head and fhoulders, like this we fee in the Medal, but at pre-
fent I cannot recolleét the paffage. ¥#irgil has given us a noble defcrip-
tion of a warrior making his appearance under a Lion’s skin.

Juv. Sat. 14

tegmen torquens immane Leonis

Terribili impexum fetd, cum dentibus albis
Indutus capiti, fic regia teita fubibat
Horridus, Herculeogue bumeros indutus amiflu.

Virg. An. Lib. 7.

Like
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Like Hercules himfelf his Son appears,
.In falvage pomp: a Lion’s hide he wears;
About his fhoulders hangs the fhaggy skin,
The teeth, and gaping jaws feverely grin.
Thus like the God his father, homely dreft,
He ftrides into the hall, a horrid gueit ? Mr. Dryden.

Since you have mentioned the drefs of your Standard-bearer, fays Cyx-
! thio, 1 cannot forbear remarking that of Claudins, which was the ufual
Roman habit. One may fee in this. Medal, as well as in any antique Sta-
tues, that the old Romans had their necks and arms bare, and as much
expofed to view as our hands and faces are at prefent. Before I had
made this remark, I have fometimes wondered to {ee the Roman Poets,
| in their defcriptions of a beautiful man, fo often mentioning the Turn
of his Neck and Arms, that in our. modern drefles lie out of fight, and
are covered under part of the cloathing. Not to trouble you with ma-
ny quotations, Horace {peaks of both thefe parts of the body in the be-
ginning of an Ode, that in my opinion may be reckoned among the
fineft of his book, for the naturalnefs of the thought, and the beauty of
the expreffion.

Dum tu Lydia Teleph:
Cervicem rofeam, et cerea Telephi
Laudas brachia, ve meum
| Forvens difficili bile tumet jecur.

When Telephus his youthful charms,
His rofy neck, and winding arms,

. With endlefs rapture you recite,
And in that pleafing name delight;
My heart, inflam’'d by jealous heats,
With numberlefs refentments béats ;
From my pale cheek the colour flies,
And all the Man within me dies.

= s T -
< 1

—..'l_?.i_ =

Ay

It was probably this particular in the Roman habit that gave Virgil the
thought in the following verfe, where Remmw/us, among other reproaches
! that he makes the Trgjans for their foftnefs and effeminacy, upbraids them
with the Make of their Tunica’s that had flecves to them, and did not
leave the arms naked and expofed to the weather like that of the ZRo-

mans.,

i 3
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Et tunice manicas, et habent vidimicula mitre.

Virgil lets us know in another place, that the Tzalians preferved their

old language and habits, notwithftanding the Trejans became their Ma-

fters, and that the Z7rgjans themfelves quitted the drefs of their own

country for that of Jraly. This he tells us was the effect of a prayer thac
. funo made to Fupiter.

Tllud te, nulld fat: guod lege tenefur,

Pro Latio obteflor,” pro majeflate tuorum :

Cum jam connubiis pacem felicibus (eftos)

Component, cum jam leges et federa jungent ;

Né wvetus indigenas nomen mutare Latinos,

New Troas fieri jubeas, Teucrofgue vocari;

Aunt vocerm mutare vires, ant vertere vefles.

8it Latium, [iwv Albani per fecula reges :

§it Romana potens Itald virtute propago -

Occidit, occrideritque finas cum nomine Troja, A, libs 12,

"This let me beg (and this no Fates withftand )
Both for my felf, and for your father’s land,
‘T'hat when the nuptial bed fhall bind the peace,
(Which I, fince you ordain, confent to blefs)

he laws of either nation be the fame;
But let the Latins {lill retain their name:
opeak the fame language, which they {poke before,
Wear the fame habits, which their Grandfires wore.
Call them not T#gjans : perifh the renown
And name of 77py, with that detefted town.
Latium be Latium fill : let Alba rei an,
And Rome’s immortal Majefty remain. Mr. Dryden.

By the way, I have often admired at Firgil for reprefenting his Funo
with fuch an impotent kind of revenge as what is the {ubjeét of this
fpeech.  You may be fure, fays Eugenius, that Pirgil knew very well
this was -a trifling kind of requeft for the Queen of the Gods to make,
as we may find by Fupirer’s way of accepting it.

Olli fubridens bominum rerumque repertor :

Et germana Fovis, Saturnique altera profes :

Iraram tantos volvis fub peéfore fuitus?

Verum age, et inceptum fruflira fubmitte furorem.
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Do, guod vis; et me Viclufgue volenfque remitto,

Sermonem Aufonii patrium morefque tenebunt.

Vtque efl, nomen erit: commixti corpore tantinm

Subfident Teucri: morem ritufgue facrorum

Adjiciam, faciamque omnes uno ore Latinos. &c. Zn. Lib, 12,

Then thus the Founder of mankind replies,
(Unruffled was his front, ferene his eyes,)

Can Saturn’s iflue, and Heav'ns other Heir,

Such endlefs anger in her bofom bear ?

Be Miftrefs, and your full defires obtain;

But quench the choler you foment in vain.

From ancient blood th’ Au/inian people {prung,

Shall keep their name, their habit, and their tongue.
The Zrozans to their cuftoms fhall be ty’d, 2
I will my felf their common rites provide;

The natives fhall command, the foreigners fubfide: S
And fhall be Latium; Troy without a name:

And her loft fons forget from whence they came. Mr. Dryden.

) Lam apt to think Firgi/had a further view in this requeft of Funmo than

what his Commentators have difcovered in it. He knew very well that
his Fneid was founded on a very doubtful ftory, and that Aneas’s coming
| into Jraly was not univerfally received among the Romans themfelves.
| He knew too that a main obje&ion to this ftory was the great difference
of Cuftoms, Language and Habits among the Fomans and Trogans. To
j obviate therefore {o ftrong an objection, he makes this difference to arife
| from the forecaft and pre-determination of the Gods themfelves.  But
i pray what is the name of the Ladyin the next Medal? Metbinks fhe
is very particular in her Quoiffure.
, It is the emblem of Fruitfulnefs, fays Philander, and was defigned asFig. o.
a compliment to Jukia the wife of Seprimius Severus, who had the fame
nimber of children as you fee on this Coin. Her head is crowned with
towers in allufion to Cybele the mother of the Gods, and for the fame
reafon that Pirgil compares the city of Rome to her.

Felix prole virdm, qualis Berecynthia mater
Invebitur curru ‘Phrygias turrita per urbes,
Leta Deilm partu

Virg. En.Li. 6.

Hizh
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High as the mother of' the Gods in place,

And proud, like her, of an immortal race.

Then when in pomp the makes a Phrygian round,

With golden turrets on her temples crown’d. Mr. Dryden.

The Vine iffuing out of the Urn {peaks the fame fenfe as that in the
Plalmift. Thy wife fball be as the fraitful vine on the walls of thy
houfe. The four Stars overhead, and the fame number. on the Globe,
reprefent the four children. Thereisa DN ¢c: jof Romulus and = Re-
mus fucking the wolf, with a Star over each of their heads,as we find the
Latin Poets {peaking of the children of Princes under the fame metaphor.

Vtque tui faciunt fidus juvenile nepotes,
Per tua perque fui falfa parentis eant. Ov.deTrif Li.2.ElL 1.

Tu quoque extintius jaces,

Deflende nobis femper, infelix puer,

Modo fidus orbis, columen augufle domiis,

Britannice. "~ Sen. Oftav. Aé. 1.

Thou too dear youth, to afhes turn'd,
Britannicus, for ever mourn’d !

Thou Star that wont this.Orb to grace!
Thou pillar of the Fulian race!

Maneas bominum contentus bhabenis, |
Undarum terreque potens, et fidera dones. Stat. "Theb. Li. 1. i

Stay, great Ce/ar, and vouchfafe to reign

O’er the wide earth, and o’er the  watry main;

Refign to Fowve his Empire of the skies,

And people Heav’'n with Roman Deities. Mr. Pope.

I need not mention Homer's comparing Affyanax to the Morning-ftar, P
nor Firg:/'s imitation of him in his defcription of Afcanius.

Fig.1o.  The next Medal was ftampt on the warriage of Nero and Oifavia;
you fee the Sun over the head of Nero, and the Moon over that of O-
favia. They face one another according to the fituation of thefe two

Planets in the Heavens.

Phwbeis obvia flammis :
Demet nolti Luna timores. - Sen. Thyeft. A&. 4..

And
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And to fhew that Offevie derived her whole luftre from the friendly
afpect of her husband.

Sicut Luna_fue tunc tantum deficit orbe, :
Quum Phabum adver/is currentem non vidit affris,  Manil, Lib, 4.

Becaufe the Moon then only feels decay,
When oppofite unto her brother’s ray. Mr, Creech.

But if we confider the hiftory of this Medal, we fhall find more Fancy
in it than the Medallifts have yet difcovered. Nero and Ofavie were
not only husband and wite, but brother and fifter, Cleudius being the
father of both. We have this relation between them marked out in
the Tragedy of Oé&favia, where it fpeaks of her marriage with Neso,

Fratris thalamos [ortiia tenet

Maxima Juno: _/?vj or Augufts

Sociata toris, cir & patria

Pelistur Aula 2 -———— Sen. O&, A& 1.
To Fove his fifter confort wed,

Uncenfur'd fhares her brother’s bed :

Shall Ceefar’s wife and fifter wait,

An Exile at her husband’s gate 2

Iimplebit aulam flivpe celefli tuam
G’g;m ata dive, Claudiz gentis decus,
Sortita fratris, more Funoniss toros. Ibid. Aét. 2

Thy fifter, bright with ev’ry blooming grace,

Will mount thy bed t'inlarge the Clandzan race:

And proudly teeming with fraternal love,

Shall reign a Funo with the Roman Fove.
They.are therefore very prettily reprefented by the Sun and Moon, who
as they are the moft glorious parts of theuniverfe, are in poetical genea-
logy brother and fifter. Firgi/ gives usa fight of them in the fame pofi-
tion that they regard each other on this Medal,

Nee Fratvis radiis oonoxia furgeve Luna. Virg. Georg. 1.

The flattery on the next Medal is in the fame thought as that of L-

Lretins.

Vor. I, Ry Ip/z
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Ipfe Epicurus obit decur o lumine vite s
Qui genus bumanum ingenso [uperavit, et omneis

Praflinxit, flellas exortus uti atherius Sol. *oLueret b, 3.
Nay, Epreurus’ race of life is run ;

That man of wit, who other men outfhone;

As far as meaner flars the mid-day Sun. Mr. Creech.

The Emperor appeats as the Rifing Sun, and holds a Globe in his hand,
to figure out the Earth that is enlightned and atuated by his beauty.

Sol qui tervarum flammis opera omnia lufiras. Virg.
N ubi primos craflinus ortus

Extulerit Titan, vadiifque retexerit orbem. Id.
When next the Sun his rifing light difplays,

And gilds the world below with purple rays. Mr. Dryden.

On his head you fee the rays that feem to grow out of it. Claudian in
the defeription of his infant T7£a# defcants on this glory about his head,
but has run his defcription into moft wretched fuftian,

Tnvalidum dextro portat Titana lacerto,
Nondum luce gravem, nec pubefeentibus alré
Criflatum radiis; primo clementior &vo
Fingitur, et teneriiti Vagitn defpuit ignem.
Claud. de rapt. Prof. Lib. 2,

An infant Z7tan held fhe in her arms;

Yet fufferably bright, the eye might bear

The ungrown glories of his beamy hair.

Mild was the babe, and from his cries there came
A gentle breathing and a harmlefs flame.

Fig 122 The Sun vifes on a Medal of Commodus, as Ovid defcribes him in the
ftory of Phaeton.
Ardua prima via efl, et qua vix mane recenies
Enituntur equi Ov. Met. Lib. 2.

You have here too the four hotfes breaking through the clouds in their
morning pailage.
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oo Pyroéisy et Eousy et thon,
Solis equiy quartufque Phlegon ———— Ibid.
Corripuere viam, pedibufgue per aéra motis
Obflantes [cindunt webilas ——— Ibid.

The woman underneath reprefents the Earth, as Ovid has drawn her
fitting in the fame figure.

Suftulit omniferos coblo tenus arida valtus;
Oppofiitgue manum [ronti, magnogue tremore
Ommnia concutiens paulum [ubfedit. Ihid.

The earth at length
Uplifted to the heav’ns her blafted head,
And clapt her hand upon her brows, and faid,
(But firft, impatient of the fultry heat,
Sunk deeper down, and fought a cooler feat.)

-

The Cornu-copie in her hand is a type of her fruitfulnefs, as in the fpeech
the makes to Fupiter.

Hofie mibi fruétus, bunc fertilitatis honorens,

Officiigue rvefers 2 quod adunc: vulnera aratre

Raflrorumque fero, totogue exerceor anno 2

Quod pecori frondes, alimentague mitia fruges

Humano gener:, vobis guoque thura minifiro ¢ Ibid.

And does the plow for this my body tear ?

This the reward for all the fruits I bear,

Tortur'd with rakes, and harrafs’d all the year?

That herbs for cattle daily I renew,

And food for man, and frankincenfe for you ?

So much for the defigning part of the Medal ; as for the thought of it,
the Antiquaries are divided upon it. For my part I cannot doubt but it
wasmade as a compliment to Commadus on his skill in the chariot-race. It

is fuppofed that the fame occafion furnithed Lucar with the fame thought
in his addrefs to Nero.

Seu te flammigeros Phebi confcendere currus,
Telluremque, nibil mutato [ole, timentem

Igne vago luflrare juver ———— Luc. Lib. 1. ad Neronem.

| Rrra Or
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Or if thou chufe the empire of the day,

And make the Sun’s unwilling fteeds obey ;

Aufpicious if thou drive the flaming team,

While earth rejoyces in thy gentler beam-—— Mr. Rowe,

This is fo natural an allufion, that we find the courfe of the Sun defcrib-
ed in the Poets by metaphors borrowed from the Circus.

Quum (ufpenfies eat Phebus, currumgue refleitat

Huc tlluc agiles, et [ervet in athere metas, Manil. Lib. .
Hefperio pofitas in littore metas. Ov. Met. Lib 2.
Et Solex wquo metd diftabat utrdque. Idem.

However it be, we are fure in general it is a comparing of Commodus to
the Sun, which is a fimile of as long ftanding as poetry, I had almoft
faid, as the Sun it felf. :

I believe, fays Cyzthio, there is fcarce a great man he ever fhone upon
that has not been compared to him. I look on fimiles asa part of his
productions. [ do not know whether he raifes fruits or flowers in grea-
ter number, ZHorace has turn’d this comparifon into ridicule feventeen
hundred years ago.

laydat Brutum, laudatque coboriem,
Solem Afie Brutum appellat Hor. Sat. 7. Lib. 1.

He praifeth Bruzus much and all his train;
He calls him Affz’s Sun Mz, Creech.

You have now fhown us perfons under the difguife of Stars, Moons
and Suns. I fuppofe we have at Iaft done with the ceeleftial bodies.

Fig. 13. 'The next figure you fee, fays Philander, had once a place in the hea-
vens, if you will believe ecclefiaftical ftory. It is the fign that is faid to
have appeared to Conflantine before the battle with Maxentins. We are
told by a Chriftian Poet, that he caus’d it to be wrought on the military
Enfign that the Romans call their Labarum,  And it is on this Enfign
that we find itin the prefent Medal.

Chrifius purpurewm. gemmanti, textus in auro
Siguabat Labarum, Prudent. contra Symm, Lib, 1.

A
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A Chrift was on th’[mperial ftandard born,
That Gold embroiders, and that Gemms adorn.

By the word Chr:ffus he means without doubt the prelent figure, which
is compofed out of the two Initial letters of the name.

He bore the fame {ign in his ftandards, as you may fee in the following Fig. 1.
Medal and verfes.

Agnofeas, Regina, libens mea figra neceffe eff :
In quibus E, jﬁg:’.‘:: Crucis ant gemmata refulget,
Aut longis folrdo-ex auro prefertur in hafiis.
Conftantinus Romam alloguitur. Ibid.

My Enfign let the Queen of nations praife,

That rich in gemms the Chriftian Crofs difplays:

There rich in gemms; but on my quiv'ring fpears

In folid gold the facred mark appears.

Vexillumgue Crucis fiunmus dominater adorat. Id. in Apotheofi.

See there the Crofs he wav’'d on hoftile fhores,
The Emperor of all the world adores.

But to return to our Labarum; if you have a mind to fee it in a {lare Fig- 15
of Paganifm you have it ona Coin of Tiberiws. It ftands between two
| other Enfigns, and is the mark of a Roman Colony where the Medz]
- was {tamped. By the way you muit obferve, that where-ever the Ro-
mans fixed their {tandards they looked on that place as their country, and
thought themfelves obliged to defend it with their lives. For this rea-
fon their ftandards were always carryed before them when they went to
forcle themfelves in a Colony. This gives the meaning of a couple of
verfes in Silius Italicus, that make a very far-fetcht compliment to
Fabius,
Ocyrs hue Aquilas fervataque fizna referte,
Hic patria eff, murique 4rbis ftant pellore 1w, S ES =
The following Medal was ftamped on Tra7an’s victory over the Daes, Fig. 16
you fee on it the fignre of Trajan prefenting al ittle. Fiétory to: Rome.
3etween them lies the conquered province of Daciz, It may be worth
while to obferve the particularities in each figure. We fee abundance
of petfons on old Coins that hold a little Viloryin one hand, like this of
Trajan, which isalways the fign of a: Conqueft. 1 have fometimes fan-
cied Pirgi/ alludes to this culiom in a yerfe that Twruus {peaks,

Noss
FR
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Non adeo has exofa manus Viiloria fugit. Virg. £n. Li. 1.

If you confent, he fhall not be refus’d,

Nor find a hand to Vi¢iory unus'd. Mr. Dryden,
The Emperor’s ftanding in a Gown, and making a prefent of his Dacian
Victory to the city of Rowme, agrees very well with Clawdian’s character
of him.

viltura feretur

Gloria Tragani; non tam quod, Tigride viéla,

Noftra triumphati fuerint provincia ‘Parthi,

Alta guod invettus [lratis capitoliaDacis:

Quam patrie quod mitis erat.... Claud. de 4t0. Conf. Honor,

Thy glory, Trajan, {hall for-ever live:

Not that thy arms the Tigris mourn'd, o'ercame,
And tributary Perthia bow'd to Rome,

Not that the Capitol receiv’d thy train

With fhouts of triumph for the Daci {lain:

But for thy mildnefs to thy country thown.

The city of Rome carries the Wand in her hand that 1s the fymbol of
her Divinity.

Delubrums Rome (colitur nam fanguine et ipfa

More Dez) - Prudent. cont. Sym. L. 1.

For Rowe, a Goddefs too can boaft her fhrine,
With viétims ftain’d, and fought with rites divine.

As the Globe under her feet betokens her dominion over all the nations
of the earth.

Terrartm Dea, Gentinmgue Roma;
Cui par eff nibil, et nibil fecundum. Mart. Li. 12, Epig. 8.

O Rome, thou Goddefs of the earth!
To whom no rival e’er had birth;
Nor fecond e’er {fhall rife.

I'he heap of arms fhe fits on fignifies the Peace that the Emperor had
procured her. On old Coins we often fee an Emperor, a Fzifory, the
city of Rume, or a flave, fitting on a heap of arms, which always marks out

the
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the Peace that arofe from fuch an aétion as gave occafion” to the Medal.
I think we cannot doubt but F7r¢i/ copied out this circumitance from
the ancient Sculptors, in that inimitable defcriprion he has given us
of Military Fury thut up in the Temple of Faunsand loaden with chains.

Claudentur bells porte: Furor impius intus
Seve fedens fuper armay et centum vindlus abenis
Poft tergum nodis, fremet borridus orve cruento,  Virg, An. Li.x.

Fanus himfelf before his fane fhall wait,

And keep the dreadful iffues of his gate,

With belts and iron bars: within remains

! Imprifon’d Fwury, bound in brazen chains:

High on a Trophy rais’d of ufelefs arms

He fits, and threats the world with dire alarms. Mr. Dryden.

We are told by the old Scholiaft; fays Eugenins, that there was adtually
fuch a ftatue in the ‘T'emple of Fanus as that Pirgil has here deferibed,
which I am almoft apt tobelieve, fince you aflfure us that this part of the
defign is fo often met with on ancient Medals. But have you nothing
to remark on the figure of the Province? Her pofture, fays Philander,
is what we often meet with in the flaves and captives of old Coins:
among the Poets too, fitting on the ground is a mark of Mifery or Cap-

tivity.
Multos illa dies incomtis mafla capillis
Sederat Propert. Li. 1,
O utinam ante tuos fedeam captiva penates. Id. L. 4

O might I fita captive at thy gate!

.‘i ou hj‘:ve the fame p-?glure in an 'D,Ifl Coin that celebrates a viétory of pig. 1.
Lucius Verus over the Parthians. _ The captive’s hands are here bound
behind him,as a farther inftance of his flaverv.

Eece manus juvenem interea poff terga vevinétum,

Paflores magno ad Regem clamore ferebant. Virg. An. L. 2.

Mean while, with fhouts, the 77g/an fhepherds bring

A captive Greek 1n bands before the King, Mr. Dryden.

Cuz dedit invitas victa novercs manus. Oy. de Faft,

Cam rudis urgent: brachia vidta deds. Propert. Li. 4.
We
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We may learn «from Owzd that it was fometimes the cuftom to place a
flave with his arms bound at the foot of the Trophy, asin the figure be-
fore .us.

Stentque fuper vinttos trunca tropbea viros. Ov. Ep. ex PontoL., 4

You fee on his head the cap which the Parthians, and indeed moft of
the eaftern nations, wear on Medals. They had not probably the cere-
mony of veiling.the Bonnet in their {alutations, for in Medals they |}
have it on their heads, whecher they are before Emperors or Generals,
kneeling, fitting, or ftanding. Marszal has diftinguithed them by this cap
as their chief charadteriftic.

Fruflra blanditie venitis ad me

Attritis miferabiles labellis,

Dicturus dominum, deumque non fine:

Fam non eft locus hdc in urbe vebis.

Ad Parthos procul ite pileatos,

Lt turpes, humilefque fupplice[que

Pictorum fola bafiate wegum. Mart. Epig. 72. Li, ro.

In vain, mean flatteries, ye trie,

To gnaw the lip, and fall the eyes
No man a God or Lord I name:
From Remans far be fuch a fhame!
Go teach the fupple Parthian how
T'o veil the Bonnet on his brow:

Or on the ground all proftrate fling
Some Piéf, before his barbarous King.

1 cannot hear, fays Cynthio, without a kind of indignation, the fatyrical
refleétions that Martial has made en the memory of Domirian. It is
certain fo ill an Emperor deferved all the reproaches that could be heap-
ed upon him, but he could not deferve them of Marziel. 1 muft con-
fefs Lam lefs fcandalifed at the flatteries the Epigrammatift paid him
living, than the ingratitude he fhowed him dead. A man may be betray-
ed into the one by an over-ftrained complaifance, or by a temper extreme-
Iy fenfible of favours and obligatiohs: whereas the other can arife from
nothing but a natural bafenefs and villany of foul. Tt does nor always
happen, {ays Philander, that the Poet and the honeft man meet toge-
ther in the fame perfon. I think we need enlarge no farther on this Me-

dal,
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dal, unlefs you have a mind to compare the Trophy on it with that of
Mezentius in Virgil.

Ingentem quevcum decifis undique ramis

Conflitust tumuls, fulgentiagque induit arma,

Mezenti ducis exuvias; tibi, magne, [ropeint,

Bellipotens: aptat rvorantes fanguine criftas,

Telague trunca viri, et bis féx thoraca petitum

Perfoffumgue locis; chpenmaue ex are finiftre

Subligat) atque enfem collo fufpendit ghurnum. Virg. Fn.Li. 11.

He bar’d an ancient Oak of all her boughs:
Then on a rifing ground the trunk he plac’d ;
Which with the {poils of his dead foe he grac’d.
The coat of arms by proud Mezentins worn,
Now on a naked Snag in triumph born,

Was hung on high; and glitter’d from afar:

A trophy facred to the God of war,

Above his arms, fix'd on the leaflefs wood,
Appear'd his plumy creft, befmear'd with blood ;
His brazen buckler on the left was feen;
Trunchions of thiver'd lances hung between :
And on the right was plac’'d his Corflet, bor'd,
And to the neck was ty'd his unavailing fword. Mr. Dryden.

On the next Medal you fee the Peace that Z/pafian procured the Em- Fig 13-
pire after having happily finithed all its wars both at home and abroad.
The woman with the olive:branch in her hand is the figure of Peace.

pignora Pacis
Pretendens dextrd ramum canentis olive. Sil. I, Li. 3.

With the other hand fhe thrufls a lighted torch under a heap of armour
that lies by an Altar. 'This alludes to a cuftom among the ancient Ro-
mans of gathering up the armour that lay fcattered on the field of battle,
and burning it as an offering to one of their Deities. It is to this cuftom
that Virgi/ refers, and Silius Ttalicus has defcribed at large.

Qualis evam cim primam aciem Praenefte fub ipsi
Stravi, feutorumque incendi victor acervos, Virg. An. L1 8.
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Such as I was beneath Preweffe’s walls;
Then when I made the foremoft foes retire,
And fet whole heaps of conquer'd fhieldson fire.  Mr, Dryden.

A tibi, Bellipotens, Sacrum, conflrutins acervo
Ingenti mons armorum confurgit ad aftra:

Ipfe mann celfam pinum, flammdque comantemn
Attollens, ductor Gradivum in vote ciebat:
Primitias pugne, et leti libamina belli,

Hannibal Aufonio cremat bec de nomine victor.

Et tibi, Mars genitor, votorum haud furde meorum,
Arma elefta dicat [pivantum turba viroram,

Tum face conjectd, populatur fervidus ignis
Flagrantem molem; et vuptd caligine, in auras
Aétus apex claro perfundit lumine campos. Sil. Ie. Li, 10,

To thee the Warrior-God, aloft in air

A mountain-pile of Roman arms they rear:

‘The Gen'ral grafping in his Vic¢tor hand

A pine of {tately growth, he wav'd the brand,
And cry’'d, O Mars! to thee devote I yield
Thefe choice firft-fruits of Honour’s purple field.
Join’d with the partners of my toil and praife,
T'hy Hannibal this vow'd oblation pays;
Grateful to thee for Latian laurels won:
Accept this homage, and abfolve thy fon.
Then, to the pile the flaming torch he toft;

In fmould’ring fmoke the light of Heay'n is loft:
But when the fire increafe of fury gains,

The blaze of Glory gilds the diftant plains.

As for the heap of Arms, and mountain of Arms, that the Poet men-

E T:_It'u:ms, you may fee them on two Coins of Marcus Aunrelinus, D Sar-
Fig-9omatis and D Germants allude perhaps to the form of words
that might be ufed at the fetting fire to them.—Au/oni0 de nomine. Thole

who will not allow of the interpretation I have put on thefe two laff
Medals may think it an objeétion that thereis no torch or fire near them

to fignifie any fuch allufion. But they may confider that on feveral Im-

perial Coins we meet with the figure of a funeral pile, without any thing

to denote the burning of it, though indeed there is on fome of them a
Ylam-
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Flambeau flicking out on each fide, to let us know it was to be con-
fumed to- afhes.

You have been fo intent on the burning of the Arms, fays Cynthio, that
you have forgotten the Pillar on your 18th Medal. You may find the
hiftory of it, {ays Philander, in Ovid de Faflis. 1t was from this Pillar
that the fpear was toffed at the opening of a war, for which reafon the
little figure on the top of it holds a fpear in its hand, and Peace turns
her back upon it.

Profpicit @ templo fummum brevis area Circum:
Eft ibi now parde parva columna nore :
Hinc folet bafta manu, bells prenuncia, mitti;
In regem et gentes cum placet arma caps. Ov. de faft. L1. 6.

Where the high Fane the ample Cirque commands
A little, but a noted pillar ftands,

From hence, when Rome the diftant Kings defies,
In form the warsdenouncing Javelin flies.

The different interpretations that have been made on the next Medal Fig. 21
feem to be forced and unnatural. I will therefore give you my own o-
pinion of it. The veffel is here reprefented as ftranded. The figure
before it feems to come in to its affiftance, and to lift it off the fhallows:
for we {ee the water fcarce reaches up to the knees, and though it is the
figure of a man ftanding on firm ground. His attendants, and the good
{ office he is employed upon, refemble thofe the Poets often attribute to
1 Neptune. Homer tells us, that the Whales leaped up at their God’s ap-
proach, as we fee in the Medal. The two {fmall figures that ftand naked
among the waves are Sea-Deities of an inferiour rank, who are fuppo-
fed to aflift their Sovereign in the fuccour he gives the diftrefled vetlel,

Cymotho?, fimml et Triton adnixus acnto
Detrudunt naves feopules levat ipfe tridenti,
Et vaflas aperit [yrtes, et temperal aquor, Virg. An.Li 1

Cymothoé, Triton, and the fea-green train

Of beauteous Nymphs, the daughters of the main,

Clear from the rocks the veflels with their hands;

The God himfelf with ready trident ftands,

And opes the deep, and fpreads the moving fands. Mr, Dryden-
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Jam placidis ratis extat aguis, quam gurgite ab imo _
£t Thetis, et magnis Nereus focer erigit ulnis, Val, Flac, Li. 1,

The interpreters of this Medal have miftaken thefe two figures for the
reprefentation of two perfons that are drowning. But as they are both
naked and drawn in a pofture rather of triumphing: c’er the waves- than
of finking under them, fo we fee abundance of Water-Deities on other
Medals reprefented after the fame manner,

Ite Dee virides, liguidofgue advertite vultus,
Et vitreum tenieris crinem redimite corymbis,
Fefte nibil teite: quales emergitis altis
Fontibus, et vifu Satyros torquetis amantes.
- Statius de Balneo Etrufci. Lib. 1.

Hafte, hafte, ye Naiads! with attraétive art
New charms to ev'ry native grace impart:

With op’ning flourets bind your fea-green hair,
Unveil'd; and naked let your limbs appear:
So from the {prings the Satyrs fee you rife,
And drink eternal paffion at their eyes.

After having thus far cleared our way to-the Medal, I take the thought
of the reverfe to be this. The ftranded veflel is the Commonwealth of
Rome, that by the tyranny of Domitian, and the infolence of the Preto-
7ian Guards under Nerva, was quite run aground and in danger of pe-
rithing. Some of thofe embarked in it endeavour at her recovery, but
« it is Trajan that by the adoption of Nerva ftems the tide to her relief,
and like another Nepzume thoves her off the quick-fands. Your Device,
fays Eugenius, hangs very well together; but is not it liable to the fame
exceptions that you made us laft night to fuch explications as have no-
thing but the writers imagination to fupport thém? To fhew you, fays
Philander, that the conftru@tion T put on this Medal is conformable to
the fancies of the old Romans, you may obferve, that Horace reprefents
at length the Commonwealth of Rome under the figure of a fhip, in the
Allegory that you meet with in the fourteenth Ode of his firt book.

O Navis, referent in mare te novi
Fluttus.

And fhall the raging waves again
Bear thee back into the main? Mr. Creech.

Nor
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" Nor was any thing more ufual than to reprefent a God in the fhape and
drefs of an Emperor.

Apellex cuperent te [eribere cere,

Optaffetgue novo [imilem te ponere tempio

Atticus Elet fenior Fovis; ef tua mitis

Ore Taras : tua fidereas imitantia flammas

Lumina, contempto mallet Rbodos afpera Phabo.

Statius. de Equo Domitiani Syl, 1.

Now had Apelies livid, he’d fue to grace

His glowing Tablets with thy godlike face:
! Phidias, a Sculptor for the Pow’rs above!
' Had wifh’d to place thee with his Ivry Fove.
Rhbodes, and Tarentums, that with Pride furvey,
The Thund’rer This, and That the God of day;
Each fam’d Coloffus wou'd exchange for Thee,
And own thy form the lovelieft of the three.

For the thoughtin general, you have juft the fame metaphorical compli-
ment to Theodofius in Clandian, as the Medal here makes to T7ajan.

Nulla reliffa foret Romani nominis umbra,

Ni pater ille tuus jamjam ruitura fubiffet
Pondera, turbatamque ratem, certdque levaffet
Naufragium commune mant.

N

Claudian. de 4#0 Conf. Honorii.

Had not thy Sire deferr’d th’ impending fate, .
And with his folid virtue prop’d the {tate;
Sunk in Oblivion’s fhade, the name of Rome,
An empty name! had fearce furviv’d her doom:
Half-wreck’d fhe was, ’till his aufpicious hand

. Refum’d the rudder, and regain’d the land.

[ fhall only add, that this Medal was ftamped in honour of T7raja#, when
he was only Cefar, as appears by the face of it ..., sar1 Tra1ano.

‘The next is a reverfe of Marcus Aurelius: We have on it a Minervargig. 1.,
mounted on a monfter, that 4u/onius defcribes in the following verfes,

| 1lla etiam Thalamos per. trina enigmata querens
| Qui brpesy et quadrupes foret, et tripes omnia folus;
H Terrusi




5 under Tiberius to the memory of Augnftus. Over his head
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Terruit Aoniam Volucrisy Leoy Virgos triformis
Sphinx, volucris pennis, pedibus fera, fronte puella,

To form the monfter Sphinx, 2 triple Kind,
Man, bird, and beaft, by nature were combin'd :
With feather’d fans fhe wing'd th™aerial fpace;
And on her feet the Lion-claws difgrace

The bloomy fedtures of a Virgin-face.

O'er pale Aonia pannic horror ran,

While in myfterious fpeech fhe thus began:

« What animal, when yet the Morn is new, *

« Walks on Four legs infirm ; at Noon on Two :
« But day declining to the weltern skies,

« He needs a Third; a Third the Night fupplies?

The montfter, fays Cynthis, isa Sphinx, but for her meaning on this Me-
dal, I am not OEdipus enough to unriddle it. I muft confefs, fays Phi-
lznder, the Poets fail me in this particular. There 1s however a paflage
in Panfanias that I will repeat to you, though it is in profe, fince I
know no body elfe that has explained the Medal by it. The Athenians
fays he, drew a Sphinx on the armour of Pa/las, by reafon of the ﬁreng:h’
and fagacity of this animal. The Sphinx therefore fignifies the fame a5
Mincrva herfelf, who was the Goddefs of arms as well as wifdom,

: : : and
defcribes the Emperor as one of the Poets exprefles it,——

Studiis florentem utriufgue Minerve,
Whom both Minerva’s boaft t'adopt their own.

The Romans joined both devices together, to make the emblem the
more fignificant, as indeed they could not teo much extol the learning

and military virtues of this excellent Emperor; who was the beft Phi
fopher and the greateft General of his Age. 4 g

We will clofe up this Series of Medals with one that was {tamped

you fee the
changed into,

Ecce Dionai proceffit Cafaris aftram. Virg. Ecl. 9.
See, Cefar’s lamp 18 lighted'in the skies. M. Dryden.

ftar that his father Fulius Ceefar was {uppofed to have been

mical
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micat intey Qmmes
Fulinm fidus, wvelut inter ignes
Luna minores.

————%ulins Cefar's light appears
As, in fair nights and fmiling skies,
The beauteous Mooz amidft the meaner fiars. Mz, Creech.

Vix ea fatus erat, medid cim fede [enatiis
Conflitit alma Venus, nulli cernenda, fusque ]
Cefaris eripuit membris, nec in aéra [olve
Paffa recentem animam, celeflibus intulit affris.

Dumgue sulit lumen capere atque igneftere Sfenfit,

Hor,

e e i

e

| Emifitque fiun; Lund evolat altius illa,
1 Elammiferumgue trahens [patiofo limite crinein,

Ov. Met. Li. 15.

Stella micat ———

This fpoke; the Goddefs to the Senate flew;

W here, her fair form conceal'd from mortal view,
Her Ceefar’s heav’nly part the made her care,
Nor left the recent Soul to wafle to air;

But bore it upwards to its native skies:
Glowing with new-born fires the faw it rife;
Forth fpringing from her bofom up it flew,

And kindling, as it foar'd, a Comet grew ;
Above the lunar Sphere it took its flight,

: And fhot behind it a long trail of light. Mz, Welfted. 'I;j
! Virgil draws the fame figure of Auguffus on Aneas’s fhield as we fee on i

this Medal. The Commentators tell us, that the {tar was engraven on !
1 Auguftus’s helmet, but we may be fure Firgil means fuch a figure of the i

Emperor as he ufed to be reprefented by in the Rezmen {culpture, and
fuch a one as we may fuppofe this to be that we have before us,

% Hine Auguftus agens Italos in prelia Cefar,
Cum patribus, populogue, Penatibys, et magnis Diis,
i Stans celsd in puppi; geminas cui tempora flamias

i

Lata vomunt, patriumque aperitur vertice fidus.  Virg. Zn. Li.8.

Young Cefar on the ftern in armour bright,
Here leads the Romans, and the Gads, to fight:

His

ST TRt —ei
e, o . =




504  DiavrocUgs upon the Ulefulnefs
His beamy temples thoot their flames afar;
And o’er his head is hung the Fulian ftar. Mr, Dryd en

The thunderbolt that lies by him is a mark of his Apotheofis, that makes
him as it were a companion of: Japiter. Thus the Poets of his own

age that deified him living.

Divifum Imperium cunm Fove Cefar babet. Virg.
Hic ficium fummo cum: Jove numen babet. Oy.
regit Auguftus focio per [igna Tonante. Manil. Li. 1,

Sed tibi debetur celum, te fulmine pollens,
Aecipiet cupidi Regia magna Fovis,  Ov.de Auguftoad Liviam,
He wears on his head the Corona Radiata, which at thattime was another
type-of his Divinity. The fpikes that fhoot out from the crown were to
reprefent the rays of the Sun. There were twelve of them, in allufion to
the Signs of the Zodiac. - It is this kind of crown that #irgs/ defcribes.

ingenti mole Latinus
Quadrijugo webitur curry Cii LeMpora circunt
Aurati bis fex radit fulgentia cingunt,

Solis avi [pecimen. Virg. n. Lib, 12.
Four fteeds the chatiots of Latinus beat:

Twelve golden beams around his temples play,
To mark his lineage from the God of day. Mr. Dryden. '|

Fig.24. -~ If you would know why the corona radiata is a reprefentation of the
‘Sun; you may fee it in the figure of Apelle on the next reverfe, where
his head is encompafled with fuch an arch of glory as Owid and Statius
mention, that might be put on.and taken off at pleafure,

at gemitor Circum Caput omne micantes
Depofiit radios - Oyvid. Met. Lib. 2.

The tender Sire was touch’d with ‘what he faid,
And flung the blaze of glories from his head.

Impofuitgue come radios 1bid.

Then fix'd his beamy circle on his head.

licet ignipedum franator cquorum

e T e

[pfe tuis alte radiantem crinibus arcum

Statius. Theb, Lib. 1. ad Domitianum. !
Tho’ |

Imprimat
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Tho’ Phebus longs to mix his rays with thine,
And in thy glories more f{erenely fhine. Mr. Pope.

In his right hand he holds the whip with which he is fuppofed to drive
the horfes of the Sun: as in a pretty paffage of Ovid, that fome of his

editors muift needs fancy fpurious.

Colligit amentes, et adbuc terrore paventes,
Phebus equos, flimuloque dolens et verbere fzvit :
Sevit enim, natumque objeitat, et imputat illis. Ov, Met,Lib.2,

Prevail'd upon at length, again he took

The harnefs’d fteeds, that ftill with horrour fhook,
And plies ’em with the lafh, and whips 'em on,
And, as he whips, upbraids ’em with his {fon.

The double-pointed dart in his left hand is an emblem of his beams, that
pierce through fuch an infinite depth of air, and enter into the very
bowels of the earth. Accordingly Lucretius calls them the darts of the
day, as Aufonius to make a fort of witticifm has followed his example.

Non radii folis, neque lucida tela Diei. Lucr.

Exultant ude fuper arida faxa rapinz,
Luciferique pavent letalia tela Dies.
de pifcibus captis. Auf. Fid. ro.

Caligo terve [Cinditur,
Percuffa folis fpiculo. Prud. Hym. z.

[ have now given you a fample of fuch emblematical Medals as are un-
riddled by the Laz:» Poets, and have fhown feveral paffages in the Latin
Poets that receive an illuftration from Medals. Some of the Coins we
have had before us have not been explained by others, as many of them
have been explained in a different manner. There‘are indeed others thas
have had very near the fame explication put upon them, but as this expli-
cation has been fupported by no authority, it can at beft be looked upon
but as a probable conjecture. It is certain, fays Eugenius, there cannot
be any more authentic illuftrations of Roman Medals, efpedially of thofe
that are full of fancy, than fuch as are drawn out of thedlazin Poets.
For as there is a grear affinity between Defigning and Poetr#, fo the Latin
Poets, and the Defigners of the Roman Medals, lived Very near one ano-
ther, were acquainted with the fame cuftoms, converfaut with the fame

Vou. L i e objeéis,
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ebjedts, and bred up to the fame relifh for wit and fancy. But who
are the Ladies that we are next to examine ? Thele are, {ays Philander,
{o many Cities, Nations and Provinces that prefent themfelves to you un-
der the fhape of women. What you take for a fine Lady at firlt fight,
when you come to look into her will prove a town, a country, or one
of the four parts of the world. Infhort, you have now Afvic, Spain,
France, Italy, and feveral other nations of the earth before you. This
is one of the pleafanteft Maps, fays Cynthio, that 1 ever faw. Your Geo-
graphers now and then fancy a country like a Legora Head, a Bear or
a Dragon, but I never before faw them reprefented like women. I could
not have thought your mountains, feas and promontories could have made
up an affembly of fuch well-fhaped perfons. This therefore, fays Phi-
lander, is a Geography particular to the Medallifts, The Poets however
have fometimes given into it, and furnith us with very good lights for
the explication of it. The firft Lady you fee on the Lift is Afizca. She
carries an Elephant’s tooth by her fide.

Dentibus ex illis quos mittst porta Syenes,
Et Mauri celeres, et Mauro obfcurior Indus:
Et quos depofust Nabatheo bellua faltu,
Fam nimios, capitique graves

Juv. Sat, 11.

She is always quoiff’d with the head of an Elephant, to fhow that this
animal is the breed of that country, as for the fame reafon fhe hasa Dra-
gon lying at her feet.

Huic varias pefles, diverfague membra ferarum,
Conceffit bellis natura infefla futuris;
Horrendos angues, babitataque membra veneno,
Et mortis partus, VIVEntia Criming terve;
Et vaftos Elephantes babet, fevofque Leones,
In penas fecunda fuas, parit borrida tellus.
Manil, Lib. 4. de Africa.

Here Nature, angry with mankind, prepares

Strange monfters, inftruments of future wars ;

Here ™akes, thofe Cells of poyfon, take their birth,

Thof “wing crimes'and grievance of the earth;

Fruitfu ™3 its own plagues, the defart fhore

Hears Elephants, and frightful Lions roar. Mr. Creech.

Lucan
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Lucan in his defcription of the feveral noxious animals of this country,
mentions in particular the flying Dragon that we fee on this Medal,

Vos quoque, qui cunttis innoxia numina tevyis

Serpitis, aurato nitid: fulgore dracones,

Pefliferos ardens facit Africa: ducitis altuns

Aera cum pa‘;:f:i:, armentague tota [ecurs

Rumpitis ingentes amplexi verbere tauros,

Nec tutus fpatio eft Elephas. datis omnia letho:

Nee vobis opus eft ad noxia fata veneno, Luc. Lib, 9.

And you, ye Dragons! of the {ealy race,

'Whom glittering gold and fhining armours grace,
In other nations harmlefs are you found,

Their guardian Genii and Proteftors own'd ;

In Afric only are you fatal; there,

On wide-expanded wings, fublime you reex
Your dreadful forms, and drive the yielding air.
The lowing Kine in droves you chace, and cull
Some mafter of the herd, fome mighty Bull:
Around his {ftubborn fides your tails you twift,

By force comprefs, and burft his brawny cheft.
Not Elephants are by their larger fize

Secure, but with the reft become your prize.
Refifilefs in your Might, you all invade,

And for deftru&ion need not poifon’s aid. Mr. Rowe.

The Bull that appears on the other fide of the Dragon, fhows us that
Afric aboundsin agriculture,

tibi habe frumentum, Alledins inquit,
O Libye, disjunge boves, dum tubera mittas. Juv. Sat. 5.

~——————No more plough up the ground
O Libya, where fuch mufhrooms can be found,

Alledius cries, but furnith us with {tore

Of muthrooms, and import thy corn no more. Mr. Bowles.

This part of the world has always on Medals fomething to denote her
wonderful fruitfulnefs, as it was indeed the great granary of Italy. Inthe
two following figures, the handful of wheat, the Corna-copie, and basket
of corn, are all emblems of the fame fignification,

Ttz Sed
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Sed qud [¢ campis [qualentibus Afvica tendst,

Serpentum largo coquitur fecunda veneno :

Felix qua pingues mitis plaga temperat agros;

Nec Cerere Ennad, Phario nec viita colono. Sil, It. Lib, r.

Hor. Sat. 3. Lib. 2,

Frumenti quantum metit Africa

fegetes mirantur Iheras
Horrea; mec Libya [enferunt damna rebellis

Fam tranfalpini contenti meffe Quirites. :
Claud. in Eutrop. Lib. 1.

Fig-2.  The Lion on the fecond Medal marks her out for the

Leounm
Arida nutrix. Hor.

Fig.3.  The Scorpion on the third is another of her productions, as L#caz men-
tions it in particular, in the long catalogue of her venomous animals.

quis fata putaret

Scorpion, ant vires maturae mortis bhabere?

Tile minax nodis, et reéfo verbere fevus,

Tefle tulit calo viits decus Orionis. Luc. Lib. g.

Who, that the Scorpion’s infe& form furveys,

Would think that ready Death his call obeys?

Threat’ning he rears his knotty tail on high,

The vaft Orion thus he doom'd to die,

And fix’d him, his proud trophy, in the sky. Mr. Rowe.

The three figures you have here thown us, fays Engenius, give me an
idea of a defcription or two in Claudian, that I muft confefs I did not
before know what to make of. They reprefent Afiica in the fhape of a
woman, and certainly allude to the corn and head-drefs that fhe wears on
old Coins.

—————————mtediis apparet in aflris

Africa, reftiffe vefles, et [picea paffim

Serta jacent, lacero crinales wertice dentes,

Et fraffum pendebat ebur—— Claud. de Bel. Gild.

Next Afiic, mounting to the bleft Abodes,

Penfive approach’d the Synod of the Gods :

No arts of drefs the weeping Dame adorn ;

Her garments rent, and wheaten garlands torn : The
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The fillets, grac’d with teeth in Ivory rows,
Broke and diforder’d dangle on her brows,

Tum [picis et dente comas illuftris eburno,
Et calido rubicunda die, fic Africa fatur.
Claud. de Conf. &til. Lib. 2.

I think, fays Philander, there is no queftion but the Poet has copied out

in his defcription the figure that Africa made in ancient fculpture and
painting. The next before usis Egyp?. Her basket of wheat thows us Fig. 4.
the great fruitfulnefs of the country, which is caufed by the inundations

of the Nile.

Syrtibus binc Libycis tuta eft AEgyptus : at inde

Gurgite [epteno rapidus mare [wmmover amnis ;

Terra [uis contenta bonis, non indiga mercis,

Aut Fovis 5 in folo tanta et fiducia Nilo. Luc. Lib. 8.

By Nature ftrengthned with a dang’rous {trand,

Her Syrts and untry'd channels guard the land.

Rich in the fatnefs of her plenteous foil,

She plants her only confidence 1n Nile. Mr. Rowwe.

The inftrument in her hand is the Siffrum of the Eg yptians, made ufe of
in the worfhip of the Goddefs I/,

Nilotica fifiris

Ripa fonat

Claud. de 4¢0 Conf. Honor,

On Medals you fee it in the hand of Egyp#, of Ifis, or any of her Wor-
thippers. The Poetstoo make the fame ufe of it, as P7rgil has placed it
in Clegpatra’s hand, to diftinguith her from an Eg yptian.
Regina in mediis patrio vocat agmina Siftro. Virg. ZEn, Lib. 8.
The Queen her felf, amidit the loud alarms, :
With Cymbals tofs’d, her fainting foldiers warms, Mr. Dryden.
e yeffabant Altia bella,
Atque ipfa Ifiaco certdrunt fulmina [ifiro. Manil, Lib. 1.
imitatague Lunam

Cornua fulferunt, crepuitque fonabile fiftrum.
de Ifide, Ov. Met. Lib. 9.

___--"—""Thc
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The lunar horns, that bind
The brows of Ifir, caft a blaze around ;
The trembling Timbrel made a murm’ring found. Mr. Dryden,

J————

Quid tua nune Ifis tibi, Delia? quid mibi profunt
Llla tud toties wra repulfa manu ? Tib. Lib. 1. EL 3.

Nos in templa tuam Romana accepimus Ifin,
Semideafque canes, et [fiffra jubentia luitus. Luc. Lib. 8

Have we with honours dead Off#is crown'd,

And mourn'd him to the Timbrel’s tinkling found ?

Receiv'd her I/is to divine abodes,

And rank'd her dogs deform'd, with Roman Gods®  Mr. Rowe.

The hir‘d I:r:furclh‘t:i' is _Lh& Egyprian MJ;.' Thig figure however does
not reprefent the living bird, but rather an idol of it, as one may guefs
by the pedeftal it ftands upon, for the Eg yptians worfhipped it as a God

Quis neftit, Volufi Bithynice, qualia demens

Aig yprus portenta colat ? crocodilon adorat

Pars bee, illa paver faturam ferpentibus Thin ;

Liffigies facri nitet aurea Circopitheci, Juv. Sat, 15,

How Fgypt, mad with fuperflition grown,

Makes Gods of monfters, but too well is known :

One feét devotion to Nile's ferpent payss;

Others to Iéis, that on ferpents preys.

Where, Thebes, thy hundred gates lie unrepair'd,

And where maim’d Memnon’s magick harp is heard,

Where thefe are mould’ring left, the fots combine

With pious care a Monkey to enfhrine. Mr, Tate.

Venerem precaris? comprecare et Simiam.
Placet facratus afpis Afeulapii?
Crocodilus, 1bis et Canes cur difplicent 2 Prudentivs. Pas, v, Romani,

Fig.s. Wehave Mauritania on the Hifch Medal, leading a horfe with fome-
thing like a thread, for where there is a bridle in old Coins you- fee it
much more diftinétly. In her other hand the holdsa fwitch. ~We have
the defign of this Medal in the following defcriptions that celebrate the
Moors and Numidians, Inhabitants of Mauricania, for their horfeman-
thip.

H;"f.'
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Hic paffim exultant Numide, gens infeia frauni:
Queis inter geminas per ludum mobilis aures
Quadrupedim fectit non cedens virga lupatis ;
Altriz bellorum bellatorumgue virortn,

Telius Sil.At L e

On his hot Steed, unus’d to curb or rein,
The black Numidian prances o’er the plain:
A wand betwixt his ears dire@s the courfe,
And as a bridle turns th’obedient horfe.

an Mauri fremitum raucofque repulfus

Dmbonum et noftros paffuri, comminus enfes?

Non contra chypeis tectos, galeifyue micantes

Thitisy in folis longé fiducia telis.

Exarmatus erit, cum miffile torferit, hoflis.
. Dextra movet jaculum, pretentat pallia levd,

Cetera nudus Eques; Sfonipes sgnariis habene :

Virga regit, non ulia fides, non agminis ordo;

Arma oneri. Claud. de Bel. Gildon.

Can Mouors fuftain the prefs, in clofe-fought fields,
Of fhorten'd Fauchions, and repelling fhields?
Againft a hoft of quiv'ring {pears ye go,

Nor helm nor buckler guards the naked foe;
The naked foe, who vainly trufts his art,

And flings away his armour in his dart:

His dart the right hand fhakes, the left uprears
His robe, beneath his tender skin appears.

Their Steeds un-rein’d, obey the horfeman’s wand,
Nor know their legions when to march, or {tand:
In the war’s dreadful laws untaught and rude,

A mob of men, a martial multitude.

The Horfe too may ftand as an emblem of the warlike genius of the
people.
Bellp armantur Equi, bella bec armenta minantwr. Virg, En.L1.3
From Africa we will crofs over into Spain. There are learned Me- g 6,
dallifts that tell us, the Rabbet which you fee before her feet, may fignifie

either the great multitude of thefe Animals that are found in Spain, or
perhaps
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perhaps the feveral mines that are wrought within the bowels of thae
country, the Latin word Cuniculus {ignifying either a Rabbet or a Mine.
But thefe Gentlemen do not confider, that it is not the Word but the Fi-
gure that appears on the Medal. Cunicu/us may fland for a Rabbet ora
Mine, but the pi&ure of a Rabbet is not the pifture of a Mine. A pun
can be no more engraven than it can be tranflated. When the word is
conftrued into its idea the double meaning vanifhes. The figure there-
fore before us means a real Rabbet, which is there found in vaft multi-
tudes.

Cuniculofe Celtiberie fils. Catul. in Egnatium,

The Olive-branch tells us, it is a country that abounds Iin Qlives, as it is
for this reafon that Clawdian inhis defcription of §pasz binds an Olive-
branch about her head.

glaucis tum prime Minerve
Nexa comam foliis, fulvigue intexta micantem

Vefle Tagum, tales profert Hifpania voces. Claud.de Laud. Stil, Li.2.

Thus Spain, whofe brows the olive wreaths infold,
And o'er her robe a Tagus {treams in gold.

Martial has given us. the like figure of one of the greateft rivers in Spain.

Betis oliviferd crinem redimite corond,
Aurea qui nitidis vellera tingis aquis :
Quem Bromius quem Pallas amat

Mar. L1 12, Ep. 99,

Fair Beris ! Olives wreath thy azure locks ;

‘In fleecy gold thou cloath’ft the neighb’ring flocks :
Thy fruitful banks with rival-bounty fmile,

While Bacchus wine beftows, and Palias oil,

And Prudentius of one of its eminent towns.

Tu decem fanitos revebes et oéfo,
Cefar Augufta ffudiofa Chrifti,
Verticem flavis oleis revinéta
Pacis honore. Prudent. Hymn. 4.

Fig.y. france, you fee, has a Sheep by her, not only as a facrifice, but to fhew
that the riches of the country confifted chiefly in flocks and pafturage.
Thus Horace mentioning the commodities of different countries,

u%mﬂ-
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%ﬂauguam nec Calabre mella ferunt apes,
ec Lafirigonid Bacchus in amphord
Languefeit mihi, nec pinguia Gallicis

Crefeunt vellera paféuis. Hor. Od. 16.L1. 3.

Tho’ no Calabrian Bees do give
Their grateful tribute to my hive ;
No wines, by rich Cempania {ent,
In my ignoble casks ferment ;

No flocks in Gallic plains grow fat;

Mr. Creech.

She carries on her thoulders the Sagu/um that Pirgil {peaks of as the
habit of the ancient Gauls.

Aurea cafaries ollis, atque anrea veflis :
Virgatis lucent fagulis

Virg. An. Lib. 8.

The gold diffembled well their yellow hair;
And golden chains on their white necks they wear ;
Gold are their vefts

M., Dryden.

She is drawn in a pofture of facrificing for the fafe arrival of the Empe-
ror, as we may learn from the infcription. We find in the feveral Me-
dals that were ftruck on Adrian’s progrefs through the Empire, that at
his arrival they offered a facrifice to the Gods for the reception of fo
great a blefling. ' Horace mentions this cuftom.

Tum mee (fi quid loquar audiendum)

Vocis accedet bona pars; et O Sol

Pulcher, 0 laudande, canam, recepto
Cefare felix.

Te decem tauri, totidemque vacce ;
Me tener folvet vitulus

Hor, Od. 2, Lib. 4.

And there, if any patient ear
My Mufe’s feeble fong will hear

My voice fhall found thro’ Roeme :
Thee, Sun, I'll fing, thee, lovely fair,
Thee, thee I'll praife, when Cee/far’s come.

Ten large fair bulls, ten lufty cows,
Muft die, to pay thy richer vows
Of my {mall ftock of kine
A calf juft wean'd Mr. Creech.
Vou. L Uuu Italy
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Fig. 8. Italy has a Cornn-copie in her hand, to denote her fruitfulnefs;

=

——magna parens frugum Saturnia tellus. Virg. Geor. 3.

and a ‘crown of towers on her head, to figure out the many towns and
cities that ftand upon her. Lucan has given her the like ornament,

where he reprefents her addrefling her {elf to Fulins Cefar.

Ingens vifa duci patrie trepidantis Imago :
Clara per obfturam vultu mefliffima noélem,
Turrigero canos effundens vertice crines,
Cafarie, lacerd nudifque adffare lacertis,

Et gemitu permifla loguz

Amidft the dusky horrors of the night,

A wondrous vifion ftood confeft to {ight;

Her awful head Rome’s rev’rend image rear’d,

Trembling and fad the'Matron form appear’d ;

A tow’ry crown’her hoary temples-bound,

And her torn trefles rudely hung around :

Her naked arms uplifited e're the {poke,

‘Then, groaning thus the mouraful filence broke. M. Rozwe.

Lucan. Lib. x,

She'holdsa feepter-in herother-hand, and. fits on a globe of the heavens,
to {hew thavfheis the Severcign of mations, and that all the influences of
the Sun and Stars fall on.her'dominions. ' Claxdian makes the fame com-
pliment to Rowme,

Ipfa triumphatis que poffidet wthera reguis.

Claud. in Prob. et Qlyb. Conf.
Jupiter arce fud totum dum [peifat in orbem,
Nil nifi Romanum quod tueatur baber. Ov. de faft. Lib. 1.

Jovefinds no realm, when he the globe furveys,
But what to Rome fubmiflive homage: pays.

Orbem jam totum viclor Romanus babebat,
Qua mare, qua tellus, qua fidus currit utrumaque, Petron.

Now Rome, {ole Emprefs, reign’d from pole to pole,
Wherever earth extends, or oceans roll.
Fig- 9 The pi€ture that Claudian makes of Rome one would think was copied
from the next Medal.
— Tyt




= AR ——— s it at 1

¥

of Ancient MED AL s, 515

imnupte ritus imitata Miverve :
Nam neque cefariem crinali firingere cultu,
Colla nec ornatu patitur mollire retorto :
Dextrum nuda latus, niveos exerta lacertos,
Audacem retegit mamman, laxumgue coercens
Mordet gemma finum ————1
Clipens Titana luce[lit
Lumine, quem totd variarat Mulciber arte s
Hic patrius, Mavortis amor, fetufque notantur
Romules, poft amnis inefl, et bellua nutrix.

Claud. in Prob. et Olyb, Conf.

No coftly fillets knot her hair behind,

Nor female trinkets round her neck are twin’d.
Bold on the right her naked arm fhe fhows,
And half her bofom’s unpolluted fnows ;
Whillt on the left is buckled o’er her breaft,
In diamond clafps the military veft.

The Sun was dazled as her thield fhe rear’d,
Where, varied o’er by Mulciber, appear'd

The loves of Mars her Sire, fair Ilia’s joys,
The wolf, the Tyber, and the infant boys.

The next figure is Achaia. Fig. 0.

I am forry, fays Cynthio, to find you running farther off us. I wasin
hopes you would have fhown us our own nation, when you were fo
near usas.France. 1 have here, fays Philander, one of Auguflus’s Bri-Fig. 11,
tannia’s. You feefhe is not drawn like other countries, in a {oft peace-
ful pofture, but is adorned with emblems that:mark out the military ge-
nius of her' Inhabitants, "This is, I think, the enly commendable quality
that the old Poets have touched upen in the defcription of’ our country.
I'had 'once ‘made’a collection of all the paffages in the Latin Poets, that
give any 'account 'of us, but I find them' fo very malicious, that it -would
look like'a libel on the nation to repeat them toyou. "We {eldom meet
with our Forefathers, but they are coupled with fome epithet oranother
to blacken them. Barbarousy Cruel.and Inhofpitable.are the beft terms
they can afford us, which it would be.a.kind of injufice, to publifh,
{ince their pofterity are beecome fo polite, .good-natured, -and kind to
ftrangers. ‘To mention therefore thofe parts only that relate to the pre-
{fent Medal. She fits on a globe that ftands in water, to denote that fhe
is Miftrefs of a new world, feparate from that which the Romans had

Uunu 2 before
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)
before conquered, by the interpofition of the fea. I think we cannot
doubt of this interpretation, if we confider how fhe has been reprefent-
ed by the ancient Poets.

Et penitus toto divifos erbe Britannos. Virg. Ec. 1.

The reft among the Britons be confin'd ;

A race of men from all the world disjoin’d. Mr, Dryden.

Adfpice, confundit populos impervia tellus:
Conjuncium eft, quod adhuc orbis; et orbis erat:
Vet. Poet. apud Scalig. Catul:

At nunc oceanus geminos interiuit orbes:
Id. de Britannia et oppofito Continente.

nofiro diduila Britannia mundo. Claud.
Nec fletit oceano, vemifgue ingreffa profundum,
Vincendos alio quafivit in orbe Britannos. Id.
The feet of Britannia are wathed by the waves, in the fame Poet.

——— cujus vefligia verrit
Cerulus, oceanique affum mentitur, amilir.
Id. de Laud. Stl. Lib. 2,

She bears a Roman Enfign in one of her hands, to confefs herfelf a con-
quered province.

e viétricia Cefar
Signa Caledonios tranfvexit ad ufque Britannos. Sidon. Apollin:

Fig. 10 But to return to Achasa, whom we left upon her knees before the Em-
peror Adrian. She has a pot before her with a fprig of Parfly rifing
out of it. I will not here trouble you with a dull ftory of Hercules’s
eating a fallade of Parfly for his refrefhment, after his encounter with
the Nemean Lion. It is certain, there were in Achaia the Nemean Games,
and that a garland of Parfly was the Victor’s reward. You have an ac-
count of thefe Games in Aufonius.

Quattuor antiguos celebravit Achaia Ludos,
Caelicolim duo funt, et duo feffa bominum.
Sacra Fovis, Phabigue, Palemonis, Archemorigue :
Serta quibus pinus, malus, oliva, apinm,  Auf, de Luftral, Agon.

Greece,
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Greece, in four games thy martial youth were train'd;
For Heroes two, and two for Gods ordain’d:

Fove bade the Olive round his Vittor wave;
Phwbus to his an Apple-garland gave:

The Pine, Palemon; nor with lefs renown,
Aychemorus conferr’d the Parfly-crown.

Archemori Nemeeza colunt funebria Theba. Id. delocis Agon.
Alcides Nemez [acravit-honorem. de Auct. Agon, Id.
Archemori Nemeza colunt funebria Thebz. Id.

One reafon why they chofe Par{ly for a Garland, was doubtlefs becaufe
it always preferves its verdure, as Horace oppofes it to the fhort-lived
Lilly.

New vivax apium, nec breve bilium. Lib, 1. Od. 36.

Let fading Lillies and the Rofe

Their beauty and their {mell difclofe;

Let long-livid Parfly grace the feaft,

And gently cool the heated gueft. Mr. Creech.
Fuvenal mentions the Crown: that was made of it,and which here fur-
rounds the head of Achaza.

Graizque apium meruiffe corone, Juv. Sat. 8.

And winning ata Wake their Parfly crown. M, Stepney.

She prefents herfelf to the Emperor in the fame pofture that the Germans-
and Englifp @l falute the Imperial and Royal family.

-jus i eriumgue Phraates
Cefaris accepit genibus mingr, ————=——— Hor. Epif. 12. Li. 1.

The haughty Parthian now to Cefar-kneels, Mr. Creech.

Ile qui donat diadema front:
Quem genunixz tremuere gentes. Senec- Thyeft: A& 3.

——— Non, ut nflexo geni.
Regnantem adores, petimus. [dem.
Te linguis varie gentes, wi[fique rogatum
Faedera Perfarum proceres cum patre [edentem,
Hac¢
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Hac quondam videre domos pofitidque tiard
Submifere genst,———— Claud. ad Honorium.,

Thy infant Virtue various climes admir’d,

And various tongues to found thy praife confpir'd :
Thee next the Sovereign feat, the Perffuns view'd,
When in this Regal Diome for peace they fu'd:
Fach Turban low, in tign of worlhip, wav'd;

And every knee confeft the boon they crav'd,

Fig.12. | Sicily appears before Adrian in the fame pofture. She has a bundle
of Corn in her hand, and a Garland of it on her head, as fhe abounds
in wheat, and was confecrated to Ceres.

‘Utrague frugiferis eff Infula nobilis arvis:
Nec plus Hefperiam longinguis meffibus ulle,
Nec Romana magis complerint horrea teryve.
de SiciliaetSardinia. Lu, Li. 2,
Sardinia too, renow’d for ‘yellow fields,
With Sicily her bounteous tribute 'yields;
No lands a glebe of richer tillage boatt,
Nor waft'more-plénty to the Roman coat. Mr. Rowe,

Terra tribus fLopulis vatum procurrit in equor
Trinacris, a pofitu nomen adepta loci,
Grata domus Cereri, multas ibi poffidet urbes :
In quibus eff culto fertilis Henna folo. Ov.de Faft. Li. 4

To Ceres dear, the fititful land is fam’d

For three tall Capes, and thence Trinacriz ham'd:
There Hennae well rewards the tiller’s toil,

The faireft Champian of the faireft Ifle.

Fig.13.  Wefind Fudea on féveral coins of -Fefpafian'and Titusy 'in a pofture
that denotes forrow and captivity. The firlt figure of her is drawn to
the life,in a pi¢ture that Sereca has given us of the 776/ax matrons be-
wailing their captivity.

—————Daret exertos

Turba lacertos. Fefle remiffi
Subfiringe finus, uterogue tenus
Pateant artits ——-

—— cadat
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cadat ex humeris

Veftis apertis: imumque tegat

Suffulta latus. jam nude vocant

Pettora dextras. nunc nunc vires

Exprome, ‘Dolor, tuas

Hecuba ad T'rojanarum chorum. Sen. Troas, A&. 1.

- Bare
Your arms, your veftures flackly ty'd
Beneath your naked bofoms, {lide
Down to your waftes

Let

From your divefted fhoulders flide

Your garments, down on either fide.

Now bared bofoms call for blows,

Now, Sorrow, all thy pow’rs difclofz. Sir Ed. Sherbarn.

aperte peiiora matres
Significant lnétum——— Ov. Met. Li. 13.

Who bar’d their breafts, and gave their hair to flow:
The figns of grief, and mark of publick woe.

head is veiled in both figures, as another expreflion of grief,

ipfa trifli veflis obtentu caput
Velata, juxta prefides aftat “Dees. Sen. Here, fur. A&. 2.

Sic ubi fata, caput ferali obducit amiitu,
Decrevitque pati tenebras, puppifgue cavernis
Delstut : fevumque arité complexa dolorein
Perfruitnr lacrymis, et amat pro conjuge luctum. :
LLuc. Li. 9. de Cornelia.

So faid the Matron; and about her head

Her veil fhe draws, her mournful eyes to fhade:

Refolv'd to fhroud in thickeft thades her woe,

She feeks the fhip’s deep darkfome Hold below :

There lonely left, at leifure to complain,

She hugs her {forrows, and enjoys her pain;

Still with frefh tears the living grief wou'd feed,

And fondly loves it, in her husbands ftead. Mr, Rowe,
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I need not mention her fitting on the ground, becaufe we have already
fpoken of the aptnefs of fuch a poiture to reprefent an extreme afficti-
on. I fancy, fays Eugenius, the Romans might have an eye on the cu-
{toms of the Few:/h nation, as well ‘as of thofe of their country, in the
feveral marks.of forrow they have fet on this figure. The Plalmift de-
{cribes the Fews lamenting their captivity in the fame penfive pofture,
By the waters of Babylon we fate 'down and wept, when we remembred
thee, O Sion. But whatis more remarkable, wetind Judea reprefented
as 2 woman in forrow fitting on the ground, in a paflage of the Propher,
that foretels the very captivity recorded on this Medal.  ‘The covering
of the head, and the rending of garments, we find very often in Holy Scri-
pture, as the expreflions of a raging grief. -But whatis the tree we fee on
both thefe Medals? We find, fays Philander, notonly on thefe, but on
feveral other coins that relate to Fwdea, the figure of a Palm-tree, tofhow
us that Palms arethe growth of the country. ‘Thus Silius Italicus, fpeak-
ing of Pefpafian’s conquefl, that is the fubject of this Medal.

Palmiferamque fenex bello domitabit Idumen. Sily It L. 3.

~Martial {feems to have hinted at the many pieces of painting and fculp.

ture that were occafioned by this conqueft of F#dea, and had generally
fomething of the Palm-tree in them. It begins an E-pigram on the death
of Scorpus a chariot-driver, which in thofe degenerate times of the
. Empire was looked upon as a public calamity.

Triftis Idumeas frangat Vitloria palmas;
Plange Favor feva peciora nuda manu.  Mart.Li. 0. Epig. so.

The man by the Palm-tree in the firft of thefe Medals, is fuppofed to be
a Few with his hands bound behind him.

Fig 14, I need not .tell you that the winged figure on the other Medal is
a Viclory. She is reprefented here as on many other coins, writing fome-
thing on a fhield. We find this way of regiftring a Piéfory touched up-
on in FVirgil, and Silius Italicus.

Ere cavo clypeum, magni geftarmen Abantis,

Poftibus aduverfis figo, et vem carmine figno;

Aineas bec de Danais victoribus arma. Virg. An. Li. 3.
I fix’d upon the Temple’s lofty door

The brazen fhield, which vanquifh’d A%as bore:
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The verfe beneath my name and actions fpeaks,
“ Thefe arms Aneas took from conqu’ring Greeks.  Mr. Drydenr.

Pyrenes tumulo clypeum cum carmine figuns ;
Hafdrubalis [polium Gradivo Scipio viitor. Sil. Ital. Li, x5.

High on Pyrene’s airy top they plac'd,
The captive Shield, with this infcription grac’d:
“ Sacred to Mars, thefe votive fpoils proclaim
“ The fate of Afdrubal, and Scipio’s fame.
Parthia has on one fide of her the Bow and Quiver which are foFig. 13.
much talked of by the Poets. Lucan’s account of the Parthians is very
pretty and poetical.

Parthogue fequente

Murus erit, quodcungue poteft obflare fagitte
Tlista tela dolis, nec Martem comminus unquam

Aufa pati virtus, [éd longé tesdere nervos,

Et, quo ferrve welint, permittere vulnera ventis. Luc. Li. 8,

Each fence, that can their winged fhafts endure,
Stands, like a fort, impregnable, fecure
‘T'o taint their coward darts is all their care,

And then to truft them to the flitting air. Mr. Rowe.

Sagittiferofque Parthos. Catul.

The Crown fhe holds in her hand, refers to the crown of gold that Par-
thia, as well as other provinces, prefented to the Emperor Awtonine. The
prefenting a Crown, was the giving up the foveraignty into his hands,

Ipfe oratores ad me, regnique coromam,

Cum fEeptro mifit Virg. An.Li. 8,
Tarchon, the Tufcan Chief, to me has fent
Their Crown, and ev’ry regal ornament. Mr. Dryden,

Antioch has an Anchor by her, in memory of her founder Selecus,Fig. 16,
whofe race was all born with this mark upon them, if you'll believe Hi-
ftorians. _Aufonius has taken notice of it in his verfes on this city.

Iila Seleucum
« Nuncupat ingenuum, cujus fuit Anchora Signum,
Vor L Xxx ualis
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Q{m’ir inufla folet; generis nota certa, per omnem
Nam fobolss feriem nativa cucurrit imago.

Auf. Ordo Nobil, Urbium.

Thee, great Seleucus, bright in Grecian fame!
The tow’rs of Antioch for their founder claim:
Thee Phabus at thy birth his fon confeft,

By the fair Anchor on the babe impreft;
Which all thy genuine off-fpring wont to grace,
From thigh to thigh tranfmiffive thro’ the race.

Fig.17.. Smyrrais always reprefented by an mazon, that is faid to have been
her firft foundrefs. You fee her here entring into a league with Thya-
tira, FEach of them holds her tutelar Deity in her hand.

Fus ille, et iéti fwderis tefles Deas
Invocat, ——

Sen. Phanifle. A&. 1.

On the left arm of Smyrna, is the Pelta or Buckler of the Amazons, as
the long weapon by her is the Bipennis or Securis.

Non tibi Amazonia eff pro me fumenda fecuris,
Ant excifa levi pelta gerenda manu. Ov. Li 3. Epif. 1. ex Pont.

Lunatis agmina peltis. Virg.

In their right hands a pointed Dart they wield ;
T'he left, for ward, fuftains the lunar Shield. Mr. Dryden.

Videre Rbeti bella fub Alpibus
Drufum gerentem, et Vindelici; guibus
Mos unde deduitus per omne
Tempus Amazonia fecurs
Dextras vbarmet querere difiuli. Hor. 0Od. 4. Li. 4.

Such Drufus did in arms appear,
When near the Alps he urg’d the war:
In vain the Rbet: did their axes wield,
Like Amazons they fought, like women fled the field :
But why thofe favage troops this weapon chufe,
Confirm’d by long eftablifh'd ufe,
Hiftorians would in vain difclofe.

Fig.18. 'The drefs that 474bia appedrs in, brings to my mind the defeription
Lucan has made of thefe eaftern nations.
Quicquid
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ucqinid ad Eovos trattus, mundique teporem
Labitur, emollit gentes clementia ceels.
Lilic et laxas wefles, et fluxa virorum

523

Velamenta vides. Luc. Lib. 8.
While 4/ia’s {ofter climate, form’d to pleafe,
Diflolves her fons in indolence and eafe.
Here filken robes inveft unmanly limbs,
And in long trains the flowing Purple ftreams. Mr, Rowe.
She bears in one hand a fprig of frankincenfe.

[olis eft thurea virga Sabeis. Virg.
And od’rous fankincenfe on the S#é2an bough. Mr. Dryden.
Thuriferos Arabum faltus. Claud. de 3. Conf. Honor.

Thuriiegos Arabas

Ov.de Faf. Lib. 4.

In the other hand you fee the perfumed reed, as the garland on her head
may be fuppofed to be woven out of fome other part of her fragrant

productions.

Nee procul in molles Arabas terramgue ferentem
Delicias, varieque novos radivis bonores;
Leniter adfundit gemmantia littora pontus,

Et terre mare nomen habet——  de finu Arabico, Manil. Lib, 4.

More weft the other foft Arabia beats,

Where incenfe grows, and pleafing odour {weats :
The Bay is call'd th’ 4rabian gulf ; the name
The country gives it, and ’tis great in fame.

Vrantur pia thura focis, urantur odores,

Mr. Creeeh.

Quos tener a terrd divite mittit Adrabs. Tibul. Lib.2. El 2,

fit dives amomo,
Cinnamague, coftumque fuam, (udatague ligno
Thura ferat, florifgue alios Panchaia tellus,

Dum ferat et Myrrham. Ov. Met. Lib. 1o.

Let Araby extol her happy coaft,
Her Cinamon, @and {weet Amomunm boaft ;
AL XS

Her
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Her fragrant flowers, her trees with precious tears,
Her fecond harvefls, and her double years :
How can the land be call'd fo blefs'd, that Myrrba bears?

Mr. Dryden.
-Odprate (pirant medicamina Sylve. Manil.

The trees drop balfam, and on all the boughs
Health fits, and makes it fovereign as it flows. Mr. Creech.

Cinnami fylvas drabes beatos

Vidit Sen. OEdip. A&. 1.

What a delicious country is this, fays Cy#zhio ? a man almoft fmells it in
the defcriptions that are made of it. The Camel is in Arabia, 1 fup-
pofe, a beaft of burden, that helps to carry off its fpices.  We find the
Camel, fays Philander; mentioned in Perfius on the fame account.

Tolle recens primus piper é fitiente Camelo. Perf. Sat. s,

The precious weight
Of pepper, and Sabean incenfe, take
With thy own hands, from the tir’d Camel’s back. Mr. Dryden,

He loads the Camel with pepper, becaufe the animal and its cargo are
both the produétions of the fame country.

Mercibus hic Italis mutat fub fole recenti

Rugofum piper Id. Sat. 5.
The greedy Merchants, led by lucre, run

To the parch'd Indies and the rifing Sun ;

From thence hot pepper, and rich drugs they bear,

Bart’ring for fpices their Italian ware. Mr. Dryden.

You have given us fome quotations out of Per/us this morning, fays
£ugenius, that in my opinion have a great deal of poetry in them. [
have often wondered at Mr. Dryden for pafling fo fevere a cenfure on
this Author, He fancies the defcription of a Wreck that you have al-
ready cited, is too good for Perfius, and that he might be helpt in it by
Lucan, who was one of his contemporaries, For my part, {ays Cynthio,
I am {o far from Mr. Dryden’s opinion in this particular, that [ fancy
Perfius a better Poet than Lucan: and that had he been engaged on the
fame fubject, he would at leaft in his Expreflions and Defcriptions have

out-
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out-writ the Pharfaiia. He was indeed employed on fubjets that fel-
dom led him into any thing like Defcription, but where he has an occa-
fion of thewing himfelf, we find very few of the Laeriz Poets that have
given a greater beauty to their Expreflions. His obfcurities are indeed
fometimes affeéted, but they generally arife from the remotenefs of the
Cuftoms, Perfons and Things he alludes to: as Satyr is for this reafon
more difficult to be underflood by thofe that are not of the fame Age
with it, than any other kind of Poetry. Love-verfes and Heroics deal in
Images that are ever fixed and fettled in the nature of things, buta thou-
fand ideas enter into Satyr, thar are as changeable and unfteady as the
mode or the humours of mankind.

Our three friends had paffed away the whole morning among their
Medals and Latin Poets. Philander told them it was now too late to
enter on another Series, but if they weuld take up with fuch a dinner
as he could meet with at his Lodgings, he would afterwards lay the reft
of his Medals before them., Cynthio and Ewngenius were both of them
fo well pleafed with the novelty of the fubject, that they would not re-
fufe the offer Philander made them.
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mem—memmem=Catifa eéft difcriminis hujus
Concifum Argentum in titulos faciefque minutas.
Juv. Sat. 14.

A PARALLEL between the Ancient and
Modern MEDALS.

HILANDER ufed every morning to take a walk in a neigh-

bouring wood, that {tood on the borders of the Thames. It was

cut through by abundance of beautiful allies, which terminating
on the water, looked like fo many painted views in perfpective. The
banks of the river and the thicknefs of the fhades drew into them all the
birds of the country, that at Sun-rifing filled the wood with fuch a va-
riety of notes, as made the prettieft confufion imaginable. I know in
defcriptions of this nature the fcenes are generally fuppofed to grow out
of the Author’s imagination, and if they are not charming in all their
parts, the Reader never imputes it to the want of fun or foil, bur to the
Writer’s barrennefs of invention. It is Cicers’s obfervation on the Plane-
tree, that makes fo flourithing a figure in one of Pliro’s Dialogues, that
it did not draw its nourifhment from the fountain that ran by it and wa-
tered its roots, but from the richnefs of the ftile that defcribes it. For
my own part, as I defign only to fix the fcene of the following Dialogue,
I fhall not endeavour to give it any other ornaments than thofe which na-
ture has beftowed upon it.

Philander was here enjoying the cool of the morning, among the
dews that lay on every thing about him, and that gave the air fuch a
frefhnefs as is not a little agreeable in the hot part of the year. He had
not been here long before he was joyned by Cynthio and Eugenius. Cyn-
thio immediately fell upon Philander for breaking his night’s reft. You

have
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have fo filled my head, fays he, with old Coins, that I have had nothing
butfiguresand infcriptions before my eyes. IfI chanced to fall into a lictle
{lumber, it was immediately interrupted with the vifion of a Ceducens or a
Cornu-copie. You will make me believe, fays Philander,that you begin to
be reconciled to Medals. They fay it is a fure fign 2 man loves money,
when he is ufed to find it*in his dreams. There is certainly, fays Ewnge-
nius, fomething like Avarice in the ftudy of Medals. The more a man
knows of them, the more he defires to know. There is one fubjeét in
particular that Cynthio, as well as my felf, has a mind to engage you inm.
We would fain know how the Ancient and Modern Medals differ from
one another, and which of them deferves the preference. You have a
mind to engage me in a fubje, fays Philander, that is perhaps of a
larger extent than you imagine. To examine it throughly, it would be
neceflary to take them in pieces, and to fpeak of the difference that
thews it felf in their Metals, in the Occafion of {tamping them, in the
Inferiptions, and in the Figures that adorn them. = Since you have divided
your fubject, fays Cynthio, be {o kind as to enter on it without any fur-
ther preface.

We thould firft of all, fays Philander, confider the difference of the
Metals that we find in ancient and modern Coins, bur as this {fpeculation
is more curious than improving, I believe you will excufe me if Ido
not dwell long upon it. One may underftand all the learned part of
this {cience, without knowing whether there were Coins of iron or lead
among the old Romas, and if a man is well acquainted with the Device
of a Medal, I do not fee what neceffity there is of being able to tell
whether the Medal it felf be of copper or Corsnthian brafs. There is
however fo great a difference between the antique and modern Medals,
that I have feen an Antiquary lick an old Coin among other trials, to di-
ftiguith the age of it by its Tafte. I remember when I laught at *him for
it, ‘he told me with a great deal of vehemence, there was as much diffe-
rence between the relifh of ancient and modern brafs, as between an
apple and a turnep. It is pity, fays Eugenius, but they found out the
Smell too of an ancient Medal. They would then be able to judge of
it by all the fenfes. The Touch, I have heard, gives almoft as good evi-
dence as the Sight, and the Ringing of a Medal is, I know, a very com-
mon experiment. But I fuppofe this laft proof you mention relates only
to fuch Coins as are made of your bafer forts of metal. And here, fays
Philander, we may obferve the prudence of the Ancients above that of
the Moderns, in the care they took to perpetuate the memory of great

actions.
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attions. They knew very well that filver and gold might fall into the
“hands of the covetous or ignorant, who would not refpeét them for the
Device they bore, but for the Metal they were made of. Nor were their
apprehenfions ill founded ; for it is not eafily imagined how many of thefe
noble monuments of hiftory have perifhed in the goldfmiths hands, be-
fore they came to be collefted together by the learned men of thefe
two or three laft Centuries. Inferiptions, Viétories, Buildings, and a
thoufand other pieces of antiquity were melted down in thefe barbarous
Ages, that thought figures and letters only ferved to.fpoil the gold that
was charged with them. Your Medallifts look on this deftru@ion of
Coins, as on the burning of the Alexandrian Library, and would be con-
tent to compound for them, with almolt the lofs of a Patican. To pre-
vent this in fome meafure, the ancients placed the greateft variety of their
deviceson their brafs and copper Coins, which are in no fear of falling into
the clippers hands, nor in any danger of melting till the general conflagra-
tion. On the contraty, our modern Medals are moft in filver or gold, and
often in a very {fmall number of each. I have feen a golden one at Pienue,
of Philip the fecond, that weighed two and twenty pound, which is pro-
bably fingular in its kind, and will not be able to keep it felf long out of
the furnace when it leaves the Emperor’s Treafury. I remember ano-
ther in the King of Pru/ffia’s colletion, that has in it three pound weight
of gold. The Princes who ftruck thefe Medals, fays Exgenius, feem to have
defigned them rather as an oftentationof their Wealth, than of their Vir-
tues. They fancied probably, it was a greater honour to appear in gold
thanin copper, and that a Medal receives all its value from the rarity of
the metal. I think the next fubje@ you propofed to fpeak of, were the

different Occafions that have given birth to ancient and modern Medals.
Before we enter on this particular, fays Philander, 1 muft tell you by
way of preliminary, that formerly there was no difference between Mo-
ney and Medals. An old Roman had his purfe full of the fame pieces
that we now preferve in Cabinets. As foon as an Emperor had done
any thing remarkable, it was immediately ftamped on a Coin, and be-
came current.through his whole Dominions. It wasa pretty contrivance,
fays Cyuthio, to fpread abroad the virtues of an Emperor, and make his
actions circulate. A frefh Coin was a kind of a Gazerte, that publifhed
the lateft news of the Empire. T fhould fancy your Roman Bankers were
very good Hiftorians. It is certain, fays Eugenius, they might find their
profit and inftru&ion mixed together. Ihave often wondered that no
nation among the moderns has imitated the ancient Romans in this par-
ticular.
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ticular. I know no other way of fecuring thefe kinds of monuments,
and making them numerous enough to be handed down to future ages.
But where Statefmen are ruled by a fpirit of faction and intereft, they
can have no paflion for the glory of their country, nor any concern for
the figure it will make among pofterity. /A man that talks of his nati-
on’s honour a thoufand years hence, is in very great danger of being laught
at. We fhall think, fays Cynthie, you have a mind to fall out with the
Government, becaufe it does not encourage Medals. But were all your
ancient Coins that are now in Cabinets once current money? It is the
moft probable opinion, fays Philander, that they were all of them fuch,
excepting thofe we call Medalions. Thefe in refpeét of the other Coins
were the fame as modern Medals, in refpe& of modern money. They
were exempted from all commerce, and had no other value but what
was fet upon them by the fancy of the owner. They are fuppoled to
have been ftruck by Emperors for prefents to their Friends, foreign Prin-
ces, or Ambafladors. However, that the {mallnefs of their number might
not endanger the lofs of the devices they bore, the Romans took care
generally to {tamp the fubjet of their medalions on their ordinary Coins
that were the running cafh of the nation. As if in England we fhould
fee on our half-peny and farthing pieces, the feveral defigns that fhow
themfelves in their perfe@ion on our Medals.

If we now confider, continued Philander, the different Occafions or
Subjeés of ancient and modern Medals, we fhall find they both agree
in recording the great aftions and fuccefles in war, allowing ftill for the
different ways of making it, and the circumftances that attended it in paft
ages, and in the prefent. I fhallinftance one. Ido not remember in any
old Coin to have feen the taking of a town mentioned: as indeed there
were few conquerors could fignalize themfelves that way before the in-
vention of powder and fortifications, a fingle battle often deciding the
fate of whole kingdoms. Our modern Medals give us feveral fieges and
plans of fortified towns, that fhow themfelves in all their parts to a great
advantage on the reverfe of a Coin. Itis indeed, a kind of juftice, fays
FEugenius, that a Prince owes to pofterity, after he has ruined or defaced
a ffrong place to deliver down to them a model of it as it ftood whole
and entire. The Coin repairs in fome meafure the mifchiefs of his Bombs
and Cannons. In the'next place, fays Philander; we {ee both on the an-
cient and modern Medals the feveral noble pieces of Architecture that
were fnifhed at the time when the Medals were ftamped. [ muit ob-
ferve however, to the honour of the latter, that they have reprefented
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their buildings according to the rules of perfpe@ive. This I remember
to have feen but in very few of the plans on ancient Coins, which makes
them appear much lefs beautiful than the modern, efpecially to a mathe-
matical eye. Thus far our two fetts of Medals agree as to their Subject.
But old Coins go farther in their compliments to their Emperor, as they
take occafion to celebrate his diftinguithing Virtues; not as they thowed
themfelves in any particular aftion, but as they fhone outin the general
view of his charaéter. This humour went fo far, that we fee Nero's fid-
ling, and Commodus’s skill in fencing, on feveral of their Medals. At pre-
fent, you never meet with the King of Framce’s generofity, nor the Em-
peror’s devotion recorded after this manner. Again, the Romans ufed
toregifter the great actions of Peace that turned to the good of the people,
aswell as thofe of War. The remiflion of a Debt, the taking off a Duty, the
giving up a Tax, the mending a Port, or the making a Highway, were
not looked upon as improper fubjeéts for a Coin. They were glad of
any opportunity to encourage their Emperors in the humour of doing
good, and knew very well, that many of thefe aés of beneficence had a
wider and more lafting influence on the happinefs and welfare of a peo-
ple, than the gaining a Victory, or the Conqueft of a nation. In Eng-
Jand perhaps it would have looked a little odd, tohave {tamped a Medal
on the abolithing of Chimney-money in the laft Reign, or on the giving
a hundred thoufand peund a year towards the carrying on a war, in this,
1 find, fays Eugenius, had we ftruck in with the praétice of the ancient
Romans, we fhould have had Medals on the fitting up our feveral Docks,
on the making of our Rivers navigable, on the building our men of War,
and the like fubjects, that have certainly very well deferved them. The
reafon why it has been negleéted, fays Philander, may poflibly be this.
Our Princes have the coining of their own Medals, and perhaps may think
it would look like vanity to ere@ fo many Trophies and Monuments of
praife to their own merit ; whereas among the ancient Romans, the Se-
nate had {lill a watchful eye on their Emperor, and if they found any
thing in his life and aftions that might furnith out a Medal, they did not
fail of making him fo acceptable an offering. Tis true, their flatteries
betray often fuch a bafenefs of fpirit, as one would little expe to find
among fuch an order of men. And here by the way we may obferve,

that you never find any thing like Satyr or Raillery on old Coins.
Whatever vitories were got on foreign enemies, or the feveral pre-
tenders to the Empire obtained over one another, they are recorded on
Coins without the leaft bitternefs or refleGtion, The Emperors often
jefted
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jefted on their. rivals or predeceflors, but their Mints ftill maintained
their gravity, They might publifh inve&ives againft one another in their
difcourfes or writings, but never on their Coins. Had we no other hi-
ftories of the ff.'ﬂ?{m;: Empcrors_, but thofe we find on their money, we
fhould take them for the moft virtuous race of Princes that mankind were
ever blefled with: whereas, if we loek into their lives, they appear many
of them fuch monfters of luft and cruelty, as are almoft a reproach to
human nature. Medals are therefore fo many compliments to an Empe-
ror, that afcribe to him all the Virtues and Victories he himfelf preten.
ded to. Were you to take from hence all your informations, you would
fancy Claudius as great a Conqueror as Falius Cefar, and Domitian a
wifer Prince than his brother Tztus. Tiberius on his Coins is all Mercy
and Mederation, Caligu/aand Nero are Fathers of their Country, Galbathe
patron of public Liberty, and Fitellius the reftorer of the cit_y of Rome.
In fhort, if you have a mind to {ee the religious Commodus, the pious
Caracalla, and the devout Heliogabalus, you may find them either in the
infcription or device of their Medals. On the contrary, thofe of a mo-
dern make are often charged with Irony and Satyr. Our Kings no foon-
er fall out, but their mints make war upon one another, and their malice
appears on their Medals. One meets{ometimes with very nice touches of
Raillery,butas we have noinftance of itamong the ancient Coins, I fhall leave
you to determine, whether or no it ought to find a place there. I muit
confefs, fays Cynthio, 1 believe we are generally in the wrong, when we
deviate from the ancients: becaufe their praétice is for the moft part
grounded upon reafon. Butif our fore-fathers have thought fit to be
grave and ferious, I hope their polterity may laugh without offence. For
my part, I cannot but look on this kind of Raillery as a refinement on
Medals: and do not fee why there may not be fome for diverfion, at the
fame time that there are others of a more folemn and majeflic nature, as
a Victory may be celebrated in an Epigram as well as in an Heroic Poem,
Had the ancients given place to Raillery on any of their Coins, I queftion not
but they would have been the moft valued parts of a colle¢tion. Be-
fides the entertainment we fhould have found in them, they would have
thown us the different ftate of Wi, as it flourifhed or decayed in the
{feveral ages of the Romaer Empire. Thereis no doubt, fays Philander,
but.our fore-fathers, if they had pleafed, could have been as witty as
their pofterity. But I am of opinion, they induilrioufly avoided it on
their Coins, that they might not give us occafion to fufpect their finceri-
ty. Had they run into mirth or fatyr we thould not have thought they
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had defigned fo much to inftrut as to divert us. I have heard, fays En-
genius, that the Romans ftamped feveral Coins on the fame occafion. If
we follow their example, there will be no danger of deceiving pofterity:
fince the more ferious fort of Medals may ferve as Comments on thofe
of a lighter charafter. However it is, the raillery of the Moderns can-
not be worfe than the flattery of the Ancients. But hitherto you have
only mentioned fuch Coins as were made on the Emperor, I have feen
feveral of our own time that have been made as a compliment to private
perfons. There are pieces of money, fays Philander, that during the
time of the Romar Kmperors, were coined in honour of the Senate,
Army or People. I do not remember to have feen in the upper Empire
the face of any private perfon that was not fome way related to the Im-
perial family. Sefanus has indeed his Confulfhip mentioned on a Coin
of Tiberius, as he has the honour to give a name to the year in which
our Saviour was crucified. ‘We are now come to the Legend or In-
fcription of our Medals, which as it is one of the more eflential parts of
them, it may deferve to be examined more at length. You have chox
fen a very fhort Text to enlarge upon, {ays Cyntheo: 1 fhould as foon
expeét to fee a Critique on the Pofie of a Ring, as on the Infcription of a
Medal.

I have feen feveral modern Coins, fays Philander, that have had part
of the Legend running round the edges, like the Decus ez Tutamen
in our milled money ; f{o that a few years will probably wear out the
a&tion that the Coin was defigned to perpetuate. The ancients were
too wife to regifter their exploits on fo nice a f{urface. I fhould fancy,
fays Eugenius, the moderns may have chofen this part of the Medal for
the infcription, that the figures on each fide might appear to a greater
advantage. I have obferved in feveral old Coins a kind of confufion be-
tween the legend and the device. The figures and letters were fo
mingled together, that one would think the Coiner was hard put to it
on what part of the money to beftow the feveral words of his infcription.
You have found out fomething like an excufe, fays Philander, for your
milled Medals, if they carried the whole legend on their edges. But
at the fame time that they are lettered on the edges, they have other
inferiptions on the face and the reverfe. Your modern Defigners cannot
contract the occafion of the Medal into an infcription that is proper to
the Volume they write upon: fo that having fcribbled over both fides,
they are forced, as it were, to write upon the margin. The firft fault
therefore that I fhall find with a modern legend; is its Diffufivenefs. You

have



of Ancient M ED A LS. 533

have fometimes the whole fide of a Medal over-run with it. One would
fancy the Author had a defign of being Cicéronsan in his Latin, and of
making a round period. I will give you only the reverfe of a Coin
ftampt by the prefent Emperot of Germany, on the raifing of the fiege
of Vienna. VIenna aVsrrle & IVLII as aCaMere 1L
OBSESSA < serT. EX INspErRATO AB £E6 DEswrra 857, I fhould
take this, fays Cynthio, for the paragraph of a Gazette, rather than the in-
fcription of a Medal, Iremember you reprefented your ancient Coins as
abridgments of hiftory ; but your modern, if there are many of them
like this, fhould themfelves be epitomized. Comparé with this, fays

Philander, the brevity and comprehenfivenefs of thofe legends that ap-

pear on ancient Coins.

Salus Generis bumani. Tellus flabilita. Gloria Orbis Terre. Paca-
tor Orbis. Reftitutor Orbis Terrarum. Gaudium Reipublice. Hilari-
tas populi Romani. Bono Reipub. nati. Roma renafeens. Libertasre-
fituta,  Seculum Aureum. Puclle Faufliniane. Rex Parthis datus.
Viitoria Germanica, Fides Mutua. Afia Subatta. Fudea capta. Amor
mutuus. Genetrix orbis. Sideribus recepta. Genio Sepatids, Fides
exercitils, Providentia Senatis. Reflitutori Hifpanie. Adventus Aug.
Britannie. Regna Adfignata. Adlocutio. Difcipulina Augufli. KFeli-
citas publica. Rex Armenis datus,

What a majefty and force does one meet with in thefe fhort Infcriptions!
Are not you amazed to fee fo much hiftory gathered into fo fmall a com-
pafs? You have often the fubje& of a Volume'in a couple of ‘words.

If our modern Medals are fo very prolix in their profe, they are every
whit as tedious in their verfe. You have fometimes a dull Epigram of
four lines. 'This, fays Cynthio, may be of great ufe to immortalize Punns
and Quibbles, and to let pofterity fee their forefathers were a parcel of
blockheads. A Coin, I find, may be of greatufe to a bad Poet.  If he
cannot become immortal by the goodnefs of his verfe, he may by the
durablenefs of the Metal that fupports it. [ fhall give you an inftance,
{ays ‘Philander, from a Medal of Guflavus Adoiphus, thar will ftand as an
eternal monument of Dullnefs and Bravery.

Miles ego Chrifts, Chriflo duce [lerno tyrannos;.
Hezreticos fomul et calco meis pedibus.
Parcere Chrifticolis me, debellare feroces
Papicolas Chriftus dnx meuns en animat:
{x
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It is well, fays: Cysthioyyou tell us this is a Medal of the Great Guftavus :
I' fhould have taken it for fome one of his Gorbic Predeceflors. Does
1t not bring into your mind Alexander the Great’s being accompanied
with a-:CGherilns in his, Perffan expedition ? If you are offended at the
homelinefs of this Infcription, fays Philander, what would you think of
fuchuas have neither {fenfe nor grammar in them. [ aflure you I have feen
the face-of many a great Moparch hemmed in with falfe Zazin. Bur it
is not only the ftupidity and tedioufnefs of thefe Inferiptions that I find
fault,with; fuppofing them of a moderare length and proper {enfe, why
muit they be in verfe? We fhould be furprized to fee the title of a fe-
tious; book, in rhime, jyet,itis.every whit as ridiculous to give the fubje&t
of a Medal in a piece of an Hexameter. This however is the pradtice
of our modern Medallifts. If you look into the ancient Infcriptions,
you fee an air of fimplicity in the words, but a great magnificence in the
thought; on the contrary, in your modern Medals you have generally a
trifling thought wrapt up in the beginning or end of an Heroic verfe,
Where the fenfe ‘of an Infcription is fow, it is not in'the power of D,-
¢tyls and Spondecs to raife it; where it is noble, it has'no need of fuch af-
fected ornaments. I remember a Medal of Philip the fecond, on Charles
e Quint’s refigning to him the Kingdom of Spain, with this Infcription,
Vr Quiefrar Atias. "The Device s a Hervules with the Sphere on his
thoulders. Notwithftanding the thought is “poetical, 1 dare {ay you
would think the beauty of the Infeription very much loft, had it been
———requicfiat ut Atlas. To inflance 2 Medal of our own nation.
After the conclufion of the: peace with Holland, thete was one {tampt
with the: following Legend ——— Redeant Commercia Flandris. The
thought 1s hére great enough,  but in my opinion it would have looked
much ' greater in two or: three words of profe. I think truly, fays Eu-
genins, it is ridiculous enough to make the Infcription run like a piece
of a verfe;when it ds-not taken outof an-eld. Author. . But I would fain
have your opinion ony fuch Infcriptiens as are borrowed from the Lariz
Poets. .1 have feen feveral of -this fort that have been very prettily ap-
plied, “and I/fancy when they are chofen with art, they fhould not be
thought unworthy of a place in your Medals
Which ever fide I take, fays Philander, I am like to have a great party
againft me. Thofe who have formed their relifh on old Coins, will
by no means allow of {uch an innovation; on the contrary, your men of
wit will be apt to look on it as ‘an improyement on ancient Medals.
You
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You will oblige us however to let us know what kind of rules you would
have obferved in the choice of your quotations, fince you feem to lay a
ftrefs on their being chofen with Art. You muit know then, fays Zx-

genius, | do not think it enough that a quotation tells us p ain matter of

fa&, unlefs it has fome other acc:denml ornaments to fet it off. Indeed
if a great action that feldom happens in the courfe of human affairs, is
exaftly defcribed in the paflage of an old Poet, it gives the Reader a
very agreeable furprize, and may therefore deferve a place on a Medal.

Again, if there is more than a fingle circumftance of the aétion fpe-
cified in the quotation, it pleafes a man to fee an old exploit copied out
as it were by a Modern, and running parallel with it in feveral of 'its par-
ticulars.

In the next place, when the quotation is' not only apt, but has in it a
turn of Wit or Satyr, it is ftill the better qualified for a Medal, as it has
a double capacity of pleafing.

But there is no Infeription fitter for a Medal, in' my opinion, than a
quotation that befides its aptnefs has fomething in it lofty and {ublime :
for fuch a one ftrikes in with the natural greatnefs of the foul, and pro-
duces a high idea of the perfon or aétion it celebrates, which is one of

the punupll defigns of & Medal.

It is cc:tt*unl} very pleafant, fays Ewxgenius, tofee a verfe bFs an old
Poet, revolting as it were from its original fenfe, and fiding with a mo-
dern fubjeét. But then it ought to do it will ingly of its own accord,
without being forced to it by any change in the words, or the pun&tua-
tion : for when this happens, it is no longer the verfe of an ancient Poet,
but of him that has converted it to his own ufe.

You have, I believe, by this time exhaufted your fubje&®, fays Ph:-
lander; and I think the criticifms you have made on the poetical quo-
tations that we fo often meet within our modern Medals, may be very
well applied to the Mottos of books, and other Infcriptions of the fame
nature. But before we quit the Legends of Medals, I cannot but take
notice of a kind of wit that flourifbes very much on many of the mo-
dern, efpecially thofe of Germany, when they reprefent in the Inferip-
tion the year in which they were coined. As to mention to you another
of Guftaphus Adelpbus. CurlstVs DVX erco TrRIVMpaVs: If
you take the ;sams to pick out the figures from the fcvcml words, and
range them in their proper order, you will ind they amount to 1627, the
year in which the Medal was coined ; for do not you obferve ion*e of

the letters diftinguifh themfelves Irom the reft, and top it over their fel-
lows 7
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lows? thefe you muft confider in a double capacity, as letters or as cy-
phers. Your laborious Germaen Wits will turn you over a whole Diftio-
nary for one of thefe ingenious Devices. You would fancy perhaps they
were fearching after an apt claffical term, but inftead of that, they are
looking out a word that has an L. an M. or a D. in it. When there-
fore you fee any of thefe Inferiptions, you are not {fo much to look in
them for the thought, as for the year of the Lord. There are foreign
Univerfities where this kind of wit is fo much in vogue, that as you praife
a man in England for being an excellent Philofopher or Poet, it is an or-
dinary charaéter among them to be a great Chronogrammatift. Thefe are
probably, fays Cysthio, fome of thofe mild provinces of Acroftic land,
that Mr. Dryder has afligned to his Anagrams, Wings and Altars. We
have now done, I fuppofe, with the Legend of a Medal. I think you
promifed wus in the next place to fpeak of the Figures.

As we had a great deal of talk on this part of a Coin, replied Philender,in
our difcourfe on the Ufefulnefs of ancient Medals, 1 fhall only juft touch on
the chief heads wherein the Ancient and the Modern differ. In the firft
place, the Romans always appearin the proper Drefs of their country, info-
much that you fee the little variations of the Mode in the drapery of the
Medal. They would have thought it ridiculous to have drawn an Emperor
of Rome in a Grecign Cloak or a Phrygian Mitre. On the contrary,
our modern Medals are full of Toga's and Tunica’s, Trabea's and Palu-
damentums, with a multitude of the like antiquated garments, that have
not been in fathion thefe thoufand years. You fee very often a King
of England or France drefled up like a Fulius Cefar. One would think
they had a mind to pafs themfelves upon pofterity for Roman Emperors,
The fame obfervation may run through feveral cuftoms and religions, that
appear in our ancient and modern Coins. Nothing is more ufual than to
fee Allufions to Roman cuftoms and ceremonies on the Medals of our
own nation. Nay very often they carry the figure of a heathen god.
If pofterity takes its notions; of us from our Medals, they muit fancy one
of our Kings paid a great devotion to Miserva, that another was a
profefled W orfhipper of A4peilo, or at beit that our whole religion was a
mixture of Paganifm and Chriftianity. Had the old Romans been guilty
of the fame extravagance, there would have been fo great a confufion
in their Antiquities, that their Coins would not have had half the ufes
we now find in them. We ought to look on Medals as fo many monu-
ments configned over to, Eternity, that may poflibly, laft when all other
memorials of the fame Age are worn out or loft. They are a kind of

Prefent
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Prefent that thofe who are aétually in Being make over to fuch as lie hid
within the depths of Futurity. Were they only defigned to inftruct the
three or four fucceeding generations, they are in no great danger of be-
ing mifunderftood : but as they may pafs into the hands of a pofierity, thar
lie many removes from us, and are like to aét their part in the world,
when its governments, manners, and religions, may be quite altered ; we
ought to take a particular care not to make any falfe reports in them, or
to charge them with any Devices that may look doubtful or unintelligible.

I have lately feen, fays Eugenins, a Medallic hiftory of the prefent
King of France, One might expe&, methinks, to fee the Medals of that
natton in the higheft perfection, when there is a fociety penfioned and
fet apart on purpofe for the defigning of them.

We will examine them, if you pleafe, {ays Pbilander, in the light that
our foregoing obfervations have fet them : but on this condition, that
you do not look on the faults I find in them any more than my own pri-
vate opinion. In the firft place then, 1 think it is impoflible to learn from
the French Medals either the religion, cultom, or habits of the French
nation. You fee on fome of them the Crofs of our Saviour, and on o-
thers Hercules's Club. In one you have an Angel, and in anothera Mer-
cury. lfancy, fays Cynrhbio, polterity would be as much puzzled on the
religion of Louss le Grand, were they to learn it from his Medals, as we
are at prefent on that of Conflanzine the Great. It is certain, fays Phi-
lander, there is the fame mixture of Chriftian and Pagan in their Coins ;
nor is there a lefs confufion in their cuftoms. For example, what rela-
tion is there between the figure of a Bull, and the planting of a French
colony in America? The Romans made ule of this type in allufion to
one of their own cuftoms at the fending out of a colony. But for the
French, a Ram, a Hog, or an Elephant, would have been every whit as
fignificant an emblem. Then can any thing be more unnatural than to
fee a King of J7ance drefled like an Emperor of Rome,: with his arms
ftripped up to the clbows, a Laurel on his head, and a Chlamys over
his- thoulders ? I fancy, fays Eugenius, the fociety of Medallifts would
give you their reafons for what they have done. You your felf allow
the Legend to be Latsr, and why may not the culloms and ornaments
be of the fame country as the language ? efpecially fince they are all of
them f{o univerfally underftood by the learned. Town to you, fays Philex-
der, if they only defign to deliver down to pofterity the feveral parts of
their Great Monarch’s hiftory, it is no matter for the other circumflances of
2 Medals but I'fancy it would be as great a pleafure and inftruétion for

Vor. I. L5 % future
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future ages, tofee the Dreffes and Cuftoms of their anceftors, as their Buil-
dings and Victories. Befides, I do not think they have always chofen a
proper Occafion for a Medal. There is one ftruck, for example, on the
Englifb failing in theirattempts onDankirk: when in the laft reign they
endeavoured to blow up a Fort, and bombard the town. What have the
French here done to boaft of? A Medal however you have with this in-
fcription; DySKIRKA IL1ssa. Notto cavil atthe two K’'s in Dunkir-
ka, or the impropriey of the word I/efa, the whole Medal, in my opini-
on, tends not {o much_to the honour of the French as of the Englifh,

guos opimns
Frllere et effugere eft triumphus.

I could mention a few other faults, or at leaft what I take for fuch. But
at the fame time muit be forced to allow, that this Series of Medals is
the moft perfeét of any among the moderns in the beauty of the Work,
the aptnefs of the Device, and the propriety of the Legend. In thefe
and other particulars, the Frewch Medals come nearer the ancients than
thofe of any other country, as indeed it is to this nation we are
indebted for the beft lights that have been given to the whole
{cience in general.

I muft not here forget to mention the Medallic hiftory of the Popes,
where there are many Coinsof an excellent workmanthip, as I think they
have none of thofe faultsthat I have fpoken of in the preceding fett. They
are always Roman-Catholic in the Device and in the Legend, which are
both of them many times takenout of the holy Scriptures, and therefore not
unfuitable to the charader of the Prince they reprefent. Thus when Juno-
cent X1. layunder terrible apprehenfions of the French King, he put out a
(oin, that on the reverfe of it had a thip toffed on the waves to reprefent the
Church. Beforeit, was the figure of our Saviour walking on the waters, and
St. Peter yeady to fink at his feet. The infcription, if I remember, was
\n Latin. Help Lord, or elfe I perifb. This puts me in mind, fays Cyz-
thio, of a Pafquinade, that at the fame time was fixed up at Rome.  Ad
Galli cantum Petrus fler. But methinks, under this head of the figures
on ancient and modern Coins, we might expect to hear your opinion on
the difference that appears in the Workmanthip of each. You muft know
then, fays Philander, that till about the end of the third Century, when
there was a general decay in all the arts of defigning, Ido not remember
to have feen the head of a Romar Emperor drawn with a full face. They
always appear in prafil, to ufe a French term of art, which gives us the

view
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view of a head, that, in my opinion, has fomething in it very majeftic,and
at the fame time fuits beft with the dimenfions of a Medal. Befides
that it fhows the nofe and eyebrows, with the feveral prominencies and
fallings in of the features, much more diftin€lly than any other Kind of
figure. In the lower Empire you have abundance of broad Goezhic faces,
like fo many full Moons on the fide of a Coin. Among the moderns
too, we have of both forts, though the fineft are made after the antique.
In the next place, you find the figures of many ancient Coins rifing up
in 2 much more beautiful refief than thofe on the modern. This too is
a beauty that fell with the grandeur of the Roman Emperors, {o that you
fee the face finking by degrees in the feveral declenfions of the Empire,
till about Conflantsme’s time it lies almoft even with the furface of the
Medal. After this it appears fo very plain and uniform, that one would
think the Coiner look’d on the flatnefs of a figure as one of the greateft
beauties in Sculpture. I fancy, fays Eugenins, the Sculptors of that age
had the fame relifh as a Greek Prieft that was buying {ome religious pi-
Gures at Penice. Among others he was fhown a noble piece of Zitian.
The Prieft having well furvey'd it, was very much fcandalized at the ex-
travagance of the relief, as he termed it. You know, fays he, our reli-
gion forbids all idolatry: We admit of no Images but fuch as are drawn
on a fmooth furface: The figure you have here fhown me, {tands fo much
out to the eye, that I would no {ooner fuffer it in my Church than a
Statue. I could recommend your Greek Prielt, fays Philander, to abun-
dance of celebfated Painters on thisfide of the Alps that would not fail to
pleafe him. We mudt own however, that the figures on feveral of our

. modern Medals are raifed and rounded to a very great perfeétion. Bur

' if you compare them in this particular with the moft finithed among the
ancients, your men of art declare univerfally for the latter.

Cynthio and Engenius, though they were well pleafed with Philander’s
difcourfe, were glad however to find it at an end : for the Sun began to
gather ftrength upon them, and had pierced the thelter of their walks in
feveral places. Philander had no fooner done talking, but he grew fen-
fible of the heat himfelf, and immediately propofed to his friends the re-
tiring to his lodgings, and getting a thicker {hade over their heads. They
both of them very readily clofed with the propofal, and by that means
give me an opportunity of finifhing my Dialogue.

s
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7he FirsT SERIES.

VIRTVTI AVGVSTIL S. C. Reverfe of Domitian.

e

HONOS ET VIRTVS. Reverle of Galba.
ALONCORDIA AVG. S. C, Reverfe of Sebina.

U

4 PAX ORBIS TERRARVM. Reverfe of Otha.
5. ABVNDANTIA AVG. 8. C. Reverfe of Gordianus Pius.
, 7. FIDES EXERCITVS. Reverfe of Heliogabalus.

[

SPES AVGVSTA. Reverfe of Claudius.

'DG

9. SECVRITAS PVBLICA. S. C. Reverfe of Antoninus Pius,
1o. PVDICITIA. S.C. Reverfe of Fauffina Sunior.

1. PIETAS AVG. 8. C. Reverle of Fauflina Senior.

2. AEQVITAS AVGVSTL S.C. Reverfe 6f Fitellius.

13. AETERNITAS. §.C. Reverfe of Antoninus Pius,

14. SAECVLVM AVREVM. Reverfe of Adrizn.

15. FELIX TEMPORUM REPARATIO. Reverfe of Con-
ﬂdr;tifzf.

16. AETERNITAS AVGVSTL S.C. Reverfe of 4drian.

17. AETERNITAS S.C. Reverfe of Awronine.

18. VICTORIA AVGVSTL S.C. Reverfe of Neso,

19. SARMATIA DEVICTA. A Viftory. Reverfe of Conflantine.
20, LIBERTAS PVBLICA. S.C. Reverfe of Galba,




P

Serzes 1,

I'H
g
!
a2
=)
%

Tt e it

MEDALS.

i S

&

T
E

~

T

T Lo

gl

IO,

AT T I e T e

C0aooa

Zaonog o= u.eu///
’ Yn.ﬂt i m L

) rEw . Nu—.,t. h

[ .. =

©

Oésesra
Aaa

g
-
a

M
L]

i,
o=t

\..l|;r-
QOO0 ag
<30 '

A

£

oo

- 0opeaan
— K







gy

e T

Aaaa =







g e

e e

- ———

Likk-h

SECOND SERIES.

i




550 7h¢ SECOND SERIES.

I,
.,

3. P.N.R.S.C. Reverfe of Claudius.
s
5. S, P.Q.R.P.P. OB. CIVES SERVATOQS. Reverfe of Caii-

Y ooN oo

X0,

FELICITATI AVG. COS. III. P.P.S.C. Reverfe of Hadrian.
PONTIF. MAX. TR. POT. PP. COS. IL

S.C. Reverfe of Auguftus.

gula.

. Reverfe of Tiberius,
. FIDES PV BLIC A. Reverfe of Tirus.

PRAETOR RECEPT. Reverfe of Clandius.
FECVNDITAS. 8. C. Reverfe of Fulia Augufta.

NERO CLAV. CAESAR. IMP. ET OCTAVIA. AV-
GVST. F. Reverle of Claudius.

. ORIENS AVG. Reverfe of durelian.
. Reverle of Commodus.

JGLORIA EXERCITYVS. ESILS

PRINCIPI IVVENTUTIS. S.C. %Re"erie of Confantine.

- M. CATO. L. VETTIACVS. II. VIR. LEG.IV. LEG,

VI. LEG. X. C.C.A. Reverfe of Tiberius.
TR. P. VIL. IMP. IlL. COS. V., P.P. S. C. Reverfe of Trajan.

74 TR POT. V. IJ?V‘I P. III. UOS IL =i 1{(,‘\@1{{,‘ of Lﬂf;f;; Fe-

»

ris,

. PAX AVG. 8. C, Reverfe of Fefpafian,
. IMP. VIIL COS. IIL P.P. $.C. DE GERMANIS ERWIT@ L

Aurelius.

[MP. VIII. COS. I1I. P.P. S.C, DE SARMATIS

. Reverfe of Trajan,

TR. POT. XL P.P. COS. II. Reverfe of M. Au relins,
. DINVS'AVGVSTVS PATER. coin’d under Tiber; .
200, HIL 8. C. Reverfe of Antoninus Pius.
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556 The THIRD SERIES.

10.
11,
12.
3.
14
15,

16.

17.

18,

. FELIX ADVENT AVG. G.NN. PEN, Reverfe of Diecle-

fean.

. AFRICA. 5.C. Reverfe of Septimins Severus.
. AFRICA S.C. Reverfe of Adrian.

- AEGIPTOS. §5.C. Reverfe of Adrian.

. MAVRETANIA. S.C. Reverfe of Adrian.

. HISPANIA. S.C. Reverfe of Adrian.

ADVENTVI AVG. GALLIAE. S.C. Revetle of A4drizn.

. ITALIA. S.C. Reverle of Marcus Antoninus.

ROMA., S.C. Reverfe of Nero.
RESTITVTORI ACHAIAE. Reverfe of Adrian.
BRITANNIA. Reverfe of Autoninus Pius.

RESTITVTORI SICILIAE. S.C. Reverfe of Adrian.

IVDEA CAPTA. S.C.

Reverfe of Pefpafian,
VICTORIA AVGVSTIL S.C.

PARTHIA. S.C, COS. II. Reverfe of Anteninus Pius,
ANTIOCHIA.

OTATEIPHNONK, CMTPN. -=TP. T. G AB, AA, AITOAAT.
NAPIOY, Reverfe of Marcus Aurelius,

ARAB. ADQ. S.,P.Q.R. OPTIMO PRINCIPI S.C. Re-
verle of Trajan,
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