
Universitätsbibliothek Paderborn

The Works Of The Right Honourable Joseph Addison, Esq.
In Four Volumes

Addison, Joseph

London, 1721

To Mr. Dryden.

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53615

https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53615


Poems e» feveral Occäsions.

To Mr. D R Y D E N.

vtmmtM " " " "

jO W long, great Poet, {hall thy fa-
cred Lays

Provoke our Wonder, and tranfcend
our Praife?

Can neither injuries of Time , or
Age,

Damp thy Poetick Heat, and quench
thy Rage ?

Not fo thy Ovidin his Exile wrote,
Grief chill'd his Breaft, and check'd his rifing Thought,-
Penfive and fad, his drooping Mufe betrays
The Roman Genius in its laft Decays,

B % Pre-



4 P o ems on feveral O c CA s ions,
Prevailing Warmth has ftill thy mind pofTeft,

And fecond Youth is kindled in thy breaft;
Thou mak'ft the beauties of the Romansknown,
And England boafts of riches not her ownj
Thy lines have heighten'd Virgile Majefty,
And Horace wonders at himfelf in Thee.
Thou teacheft Perfius to inform our ifle
In fmoother Numbers, and a clearer Stile;
And Juvenal, inftru&ed in thy page,
Edges his Satyr, and improves his Rage.
Thy Copy cafts a fairer Light on all,
And ftill out-fhines the bright Original.

Now Ov'id boafts th ' Advantage of thy Song,
And teils his Story in the Britißotongue $
Thy charming Veife, and fair Tranflations, fhow
How thy own Laurel firft began to grow ;
How wild Lycaon chang'd by angry Gods,
And frighted at himfelf, ran howling through the Woods.

O mayft thou ftill the noble Task prolong,
Nor Age, nor Sicknefs interrupt thy fong :
Then may we.wondering read, how Human Limbs
Havcwatefd Kingdoms, and diftolv'd in Streamsj
Ofthofe rieh Fruits that on the fertile mould
Turn 'd yellow by degrees, and ripen'd into Gold:
How fome in Feathers, or a ragged Hide,
Have liv'd a Second life, and different Natures try'd.
Then will thy Ov'td, thus transform'd, reveal
A Nobler Change than he himfelf can teil.

Mag. Coli . Oxan,
June z . 169$. t&(l Wl >r'-L uia «..*U SSV,.

Tkt AHthor's age 21.
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