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164 PoEms on feveral Occastons,

PuAETON’s Siffers transform’d into Trees:

The Latian nymphs came round him, and amazd
On the dead youth, transfix’d with thunder, gaz’d;
And, whilft yet {moaking from the bolt he lay,

His fhatter’d body to a tomb convey,

And o'er the tomb an epitaph devife:

** Here he who drove the Sun’s bright chariot lies ;
“ His Father’s fiery fteeds he could not guide,

“ But in the glorious enterprize he dy’d.

Apollo hid his face, and pin’d for grief, |
And, if the ftory may deferve belief, 2
The fpace of One whole day is faid to run,

From morn to wonted even, without a Sun -
The burning reines, with a fainter ray,
Supply the Sun, and counterfeir a day,

A day, that ftill did nature’s face difclofe :
This comfort from the mighty mifchief rofe.

But Clymene, enraged with grief, laments, !
And as her grief infpires, her paflion vernts : |
Wild for her Son, and frantick in her woes, '

With hair difhevel'd, round the world fhe goes,
To feek where-e’er his body might be caft;
*Till, on the borders of the Po, at laft

The name infcrib'd on the new tomb appears.
The dear dear name fhe bathes in flowing tears,
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Hangs o’er the tomb, unable to depart,
And hugs the marble to her throbbmg heart.

Her daughters too lament, and figh, “and mourn;
(A fruitle(s tribute to their brother’s urn) -
And beat their naked bofoms, and complain,

And call aloud for Phaeton in vain:
All the long night their mournful watch they keep,”
And all the day ftand round the tomb,” and weep.

Four times, revolving, the full Moon returnd;
So long the mother, and the'daughters mourn’d:
When now the eldeft, ‘Phaethufa, ftrove
To reft her weary limbs, but could not move;
Lampetia would have help'd her; but fhe found
Her felf with-held, and rooted to the ground:

A third in wild affliction, as fhe grieves,

Would rend her hair; but fills her hand with LC“WL‘S ;
One fees her thighs transform’d another views
Her arms fhot out, and ‘br-anch'ing- into boughs.
And now their legs, and ‘breafts; and bodies ftood
Crufted with:barky - and hard’ning into wood ;

But {till above were fémale Heads difplay’d,

And mouths, that call’d the Mother to their aid.’
What could, alas! the weeping mother do2- -
From this to that with eager hafte fhe flew,

And kifs’d her fprouting daughters -as they glCW
She tears the bark that to each body cleaves,

And from their verdant fingers ftrips-the leaves:
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The blood came trickling, , where fhe tore away
The leaves and bark : 'The imaids were heard to fay,
““ Forbear, miftaken Parent, Oh! forbear;

“ A wounded daughter inileach tree you tear ;
Farewel for ever.” Here thé bark ienereas’d,
Clos’d on their faces, and their words fupprefsd.

€C

The new-made treesiing tears of Ambes. run,
Which, harden’d into valae by the Sun, ¢ ;
Diftill for ever on the ftreams below :
The limpid {treams their radiant treafure fhow, |
Mixt in the fand ;- whence the rich drops conveyd
Shine in the drefs of the bright Latian maid,

The Tf’cmly?)rﬁf(;tiwz of Gy cNUsnto a Swan,

Cycrus beheld the Nymphs transfornvd, . ally’d
To their dead brother,  on themorral fide,
In friendfhip and affeGtion nearer bound;
He left the cities and the realms he ownid,
Thro’ pathlefs, felds and lonely. fhares ito range; :
And woods, made thickesiby-the fiftets! ehange. *
Whilft here, within the 'di‘fmal.g[{}{)m-,- alone;
The melancholy Monareh made his moan,
His voice was leflen’d, as he try’d to fpeak,
And iffwd through a long exténded neck ;
His hair transfosms te down, -his'fingers meen
In skinny films, and fhape His©aty ﬁ'u‘t;-

From both his fides the wings and feathers break;

—

And from his mouth proceeds a blunted beak
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