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ADVERTISEMENT.

R. PorEg, in his laft illnefs, amufed

himfelf, amidft the care of his
hlghm concerns, in preparing a corrected
and complete Edztmn of his Writings®;
and, with his ufual delicacy, was even i
licitous to prevent any fhare of the offence
they might occafion, from falling on the
Friend whom he had engaged to give
them to the Public”.

a ce T

~ ¢ I own the late encroachments upon my con-
“¢ ftitution make me willing to fee the end of all further
¢¢ care about me or my w ori:* I would reft for the
““ one in a full refignation of my Being to be di{'poi'cd
‘¢ of by the Father of all 1chv- and for the other
£ (thougn indeed a trifle, yet a trifle may be fome ex-
¢ ample) I would commit them to the candour of a fen-
““ {ible and refle¢ting judge, rather than to the malice
“¢ of every fhort-fig htrd ami m; Lvojt nt critic, or rnad-
¢ vertent and Unfurmns Reader. And no hand can fet
‘ them in fo good a light, &c.” J:ef CXX. 10 Mr. 7,
b« [ alfo give and qu\ eath to the faid Mr. War-
¢ burton, the property of all fuch of my Works already
o pmmd as he hath 'w:][ut"l or thall write Commenta-
¢ ries or Notes upon, and which I have not otherwife
difpofed of or aliecnated ; and as he fhall publifh
““ WITHOUT FUTURE ALTERATIONS. —His laft Will
and Teftament,
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iv ADVERTISEMENT.

In difcharge of this truft, the Public has
here a complete Edition of his Works ; ex-
ecuted in fucha manner, as, I am perfuad-
ed, would have been to his fatisfaction.

The Editor hath not, for the fake of
profit, fuffered the Author’s Name to be
made, cheap by a 8ubfiription; nor his
Works to be defrauded of their due Ho-
nours by a vulgar or inelegant Impreffion ;
nor his memory to be difgraced by any
pieces unworthy of his talents or virtue,
On the contrary, he hath, at a very great
expenfe, ornamented this Edition with all
the advantages which the beft Artifts in
Paper, Printing, and Sculpture could be-
ftow upon it.

If the Public hath waited longer than
the deference due to it fhould have {uf-
fered, it was owing to a reafon which the
Editor need not make a {fecret, It was his
regard to the family-interefts of his de-
cealed Friend. Mr, Pope, at his death,
left large impre{lions of feveral parts of
his Works, unfold; the property of which
was adjudged to belong to his Execu-
tors; and the Editor was willing  they
fhould have time to difpofe of them to the

beft
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ADVERTISEMENT. v
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beft advantage, before the publication of

this Edition (which hath been long pre-
[ 1
pared) fhould put a flop to tl

e,

w0

I ne, {ale.

But 1t may be proper to be a little
more particular concerning the {uperiority
of this Edition above all the preceding ;
{o tar as Mr. Pope himfelf was concerned.
What the Editor hath done, the Reader
nuft colle& for himfelf,

The rirsT Volume, and the original
poems in the seconp, are here printed
from a copy corre@ed throughout by the
Author himfelf, even to the very preface :
Which, with feveral additional notes in
his own hand, he delivered to the Editor
a little before his death. The Juvenile
tranflations, in the other part of the sg-
coND Volume, it was never his inten-
tion to bring into this Edition of his
Works, on account of the levity of fome,
the freedom of others, and the little -
portance of any. But thefe being the pro-
perty of other men, the Editor had ;¢ not
in his power to follow the Author’s in-
tention.

The TaIRD Volume, all but the Lflay
on Man (which, together with the £y
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i vi ADVERTISEMENT.
on Criticifin, the Author, alittle before his
I death, had correted and publithed in
Quarto, as a {pecimen of his projected Edi-
tion) was printed by him in his laft ill-
i nefs (but never publifhed) in the manner
il it is now given. The difpofition of the £pi-
il ftle on the Charalters of Men 1s quite al-
tered ; that on the Charallers of Women,
much enlarged ; and the Epsfiles on Riches
and Tafle correCted and improved. To
thefe advantages of the THIRD Volume,
muft be added a great number of fine
verfes taken from the Author’s Manufcript-
copies of thele poems, communicated by
him for this purpofe to the Editor. Thefe,
when he firft publifthed the poems to which
they belong, he thought proper, for va-
rious reafons, to cmit. Some from the Ma-
nulcript-copy of the Effay on Man, which
tended to difcredit fare, and to recom-
mend the moral government of God; had,
by the Editor’s advice, been teftored to
their places in the laft Edition of that
Poem. The reft, topether with others of
the like fort from his Manufcript-copy of
the other Erhic Epiftles, arc here inferted
at
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ADVERTISEMENT. vii
at the bottom of the page, under the title
of Variatious.

The rourTy Volume contains the Sz-
tires 3 with their Prolsgue, the Epzjile to
Dr. Arbuthnot; and FEpilogue, the two
poems intitled mpeccxxxvirr. The Pro-
logue and Epilogne are here given with
the like advantages as the Erhic Epifties
in the foregoing Volume, that is to fay,
with the [ariations, or additional verfes
from the Author’s Manufcripts. The Lpi-
logne to the Satres is likewile inriched
with many and large notes now firft
printed from the Author’s own Manufcript.

The r1rTH Volume contains a correéter
and completer Edition of the Duaucrad
than hath been hitherto publifhed ; of
which, at prefent I have only this further
to add, That it was at my requeflt he laid
the plan of a fourth Book. I often told
him, It was pity fo fine a poem fhould re-
main difgraced by the meannefs of its fub-
jeé, the moft su/ignificant of all Dunces,
bad Rymers and malevolent Cavillers :
‘That he ought. to raife and enoble 1t by
pointing his Satire againft the moft per=
azcrons of all, Minute-philofophers and

a 4 Free-




vii CADVERTASEMENT.

Free-thinkers. - I imagined, too, 1t was
for the interefts of Religion to' have it
known, that fo great a Genius had a
due abhorrence of thefe pefts of Virtue
and Society. He came ' readily into my
opinion ; but, at the fame time, told
me it would create him many Enemies.
He was not miftaken. For tho’ the terror
of his pen kept them for fome time in re-
{fpec, yet on his death they rofe with un-
reftrained fury in numerous Coftee-houfe
tales, and Grub-ftreet libels. The plan of
this admirable Satire wasartfully contrived
to thew, that the follies and defe&s of a
fathionable Epucarron naturally led to,
and neceflarily ended in, FREE-THINK-
16 ; with defign to point out the enly
remedy adequate to fo fatal an evil. It
was to advance the fame ends of virtue
and religion, that the Editor prevailed on
him to alter every thing in his moral
writings that might be fufpe@ed of hav-
ing the leaft glance towards Faze or Na-
TURALIsM 3 and to add what was proper
to convince the world, that he was'warm-
ly on the fide of wwral Government and

a revealed Will. And 1t would be injuﬁ'ice

to
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ADVERTISEMENT ix

to his memory not to-declare that he em-
braced thefe occafions with the moft un-
teigned pleafure.

The sixTr Volume confifts of Mr.
Pope’s mifcellaneous pieces in verfe and
profe. Amongft the Ferfe feveral fine
poems make now ‘their firft appearance
1n his Works. And of the Pro/e, all that is
good, and nothing but what is exquifitely
fo, will be found in this Edition.

The sevENTH, BIGHTH, and NINTH
Volumes confift entirely of his ZLerzers,
The more valuable, as they are the only
true models which we, or perhaps any of
our neighbours have, of familiar Epifiles.,
This colle&tion is now made more com-
plete by the addition of feveral new pieces.
Yet, excepting a thort explanatory letter
to Col. M. and the Letters to Mr. A. and
Mr. W.  (the latter of which are given to
thew the Editor’s inducements, and the
engagements he was under, to intend the
care  of this Edition) excepting thefe, I
fay, the reft are all here publithed from
the Author’s own ‘printed tho’ not pub-
lihed, copies delivered to the Editor.

On




x ADVERTISEMENT.

On the whole, the Advantages of this
Edition, above the preceding, are thefe,
That it is the firft complete collection
which has ever been made of his orn-
oinal Writings ; That all his principal
poems, of early or later date, are here
given to the public with his laft corretions
and improvements; ‘That a great num-
ber of his verfes are here firft printed from
the Manufcript-copies of his principal
poems of later date; Ihat many new
notes of the Author’s are here added to
his Poems ; and laftly, that feveral pieces,
both in profe and verfe, make now their
firft appearance before the Public,

The Author’s life deferves a jult Vo-
lume ; and the Editor intends to give it.
For to have been one of the firft Poets in
the world is but his fecond praife. He
was in a higher Clafs. He was one
of the nobleft works of God. He was an
bonef? Man+. A Man, who alone pofiefled
more real virtue than, in very corrupt
times, needing a Satirift like him, will
{fometimes fall to the fhare of multitudes,

a « A wit’s a feather, and a chief’s 2 rod,
< An honeft Man’s the nobleft work of God.

In
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ADVERTISEMENT. xi

In this hiftory of his life®, ‘'will be con-
tained a large account of his wri-
7ngs ; a critique on the nature, force, and
extent of his genss, exemplified from
thefe writings; and a vindication of his
moral charatler exemplified by his more
diftinguithed virtues 5 his filial piety,
his difinterefted friendfhips, his reverence
for the conftitution of his country, his
love and admiration of virTUE, and,
(what was the necefiary effeét) his hatred
and contempt of vick, his extenfive cha-
rity to the indigent, his warm benevo-
lence to mankind, his fupreme veneration
of the Deity, and, above all; his'fincere
belief of Revelation. Nor fhall his faults
be concealed. It is not for the interefts of
his Virtues that they fhould. Nor indeed
could they be concealed if we were fo
minded, for they fbme thro’ his Virtues ;
no man being more a dupe to the fpecious
appearances of Virtue in others. In a
word I mean not to be his Panegyrift,
but his Hiftorian. And may I, when Envy

" It will be printed in the fame form with this and
every future edition of his works, fo as to make a part
of them,
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xi ADVERTISEMENT.

and Calumny take the fame advantage of
my abfence (for, while I live, 1 will freely
truft it to my Lsfe to confute them) may
I find a Friend as careful of my honeft
fame as I have been of His! Together
with his Works, he hath bequeathed me
his Dunces. So that as the property is
transferred, I could with they would now
let his memory alone. The veil which
Death draws over the Good is fo facred,

that to throw dirt upon the Shrine fcan-

dalizes even Barbarians. And though
Rome permitted her Slaves to.calumniate
her beft Citizens on the day of Triumph,
yet the fame petulancy at their Funeral
would have been rewarded with execra-
tion and a gibbet,
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